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Tnv work now pic‘'entcd to tlic public, was 
written m the latter half of the last ccntuijs by 
]\Iir Gholam Hiisscin-khan, a person of hii^h family 
at the court of Dehli, and who with his father 
resided for many years at the court of the nabobs 
of Bengal, Behar, and Onssa He styles it Siyar- 
iil-Mutakhenn, “a Review of Modern Times 
It embraees a period of about seventy years, and 
affords a eomplete insight into the events which 
caused the downfall of the Mahomedan power, and 
the elevation of the Main attas, and it bi mgs us to 
the fii St steps whieli led to the occupation of Bengal, 
and eventually of all India, by the British govern- 
ment No period of Indian history can be so inte- 
resting to Englishmen, as that which immediately 
preceded the establishment of our dominion, and 

* Or, more correctly, “ Manners of the Moderns ” 
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no circumstances can be so inslnictnc as those 
which hurled to the ground the most potent empire 
m the unnerse, and ^^hlch elevated in its stead 
nearly at the same moment, that of a race of illi- 
terate and coar'je barbarians, in one quarter, and 
led to the introduction of a highly cnihzcd people 
m other parts 

The work is written in the style of priiate 
memoirs, the most useful and engaging shape 
which history can assume; nor, excepting in the 
peculiarities which belong to the Maliomedan cha- 
racter and creed, do we perceue throughout its 
pages any inferiority to those of the historical me- 
moirs of Europe The Due de Sully, Lord Cla- 
rendon, or Bishop Burnet, need not have been 
ashamed to be the authors of such a production 
So valuable was it deemed on its first appear- 
ance, that Mr Warren Hastings became extremely 
anxious to have it translated into English, but 
either the absence of Persian Scholars among our 
own countr5Tnen in India, or a want of time, or 
perhaps of leisure to undertake the task, occasioned 
the work to be placed in the hands of a French 
gentleman, who unfortunately undertook to put the 



lU'Mcw ul Model nTinic'^' into .in Engli‘'h dress, 
instead of confining the Iransl.ition to his native 
language Imperfect as this tniiislation was, both 
as to style and matter, an accident occurred to it, 
\\hich has deprned the \\orld c\cn of that, loi 
with the exception ot a few cojiics distiibutcd at 
the lime m India, the whole ol the edition punted 
m Calcutta, was lost m the ship m which it was 
consigned to England 

In the present state of oriental htcratmc m Eu- 
rope, it would indeed be a reflection on the English 
nation, to .illow this valuable w'ork to be reprinted 
with the numerous Gallicisms that occur m the 
former ^ crsion The jnasent translator, thcieforc, 
who IS not altogether unknowm to the public in a 
similar character, has undertaken, at the suggestion 
of the Oiicntal Translation Committee, to render 
the “ Siyai-ul-j\Iutakhcim,” a^allablc to the Eng- 
lish readei To Mr Graves C Haughton, w^ho 
kindly placed at his disposal a valuable copy of 
this w^ork in the original Persian, and to Colonel 
Doyle, w^ho sacrificed his copy of the foimer trans- 
lation to his use, the translator feels himself highly 
indebted, and he tiusts that this additional effoit 
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to contribute to the development of the history of 
Mahomedan India, will meet the approbation of 
the distinguished individuals of the Oriental Trans- 
lation Committee, who so liberally contribute to 
maintain an establishment, which promises to be 
so useful to England in particular, and to Europe 
in general 

Madras, 30t/t Mai/ 1831 
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CHAPTER I 

Tii ^ ]i!mpcror Aurcng/ib, after lia\ mg spent great 
part of his life in bringing under subjeetion the 
region of the Deckan, without being able fully to 
aceomplish that end, marched towards Dehb, then 
the capital of the empire of the house of Baber 
lie ^^as, ho^^e^cr, o^ertakcn by fate at the city of 
Ahmednagar, where, in the ninety-first year of his ' 
age, and the fiftj^-second of his reign, his vene- 
rable person, assaulted by a variety of diseases, 
was reduced so low that ho despaired of his life 
There were then m his camp two of the princes, 
his sons, Cambakhsh, the youngest and most be- 
loved, and Mahomed Aazera-shah, who bore the 
character of a man of ability, and of being fond of 
military glory On this young prince he conferred 
the viceroyalty of the kingdom of Bijapoor, and 
lade him depart instantly with the necessary re- 

1 OL 1 13 
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17 Zilkad, 
AH 1118, 

10 February, 
AD 1707 


Imuc of a king, directing him, at the same time, 
to pursue Ins journey liy long stages, and to push 
fonvard without stopping The order required 
that he should set out on Tuesday the seventeenth 
of Zilkad, four hours before daybreak The object 
of such precise instructions was to place the young 
prince out of the power of his elder lirother Maho- 
med Aazem Seven days after, having taken that 
precaution, he ordered his second son to proceed 
to his government of Malwa four hours after sun- 
rise, with injunctions to make short stages of about 
five coss daily, and to halt two days at each stage, 
so as to march only every third day In giving 
such orders, the emperor told him that it was to 
put it in his power to prevent the disorders that 
might happen in that country in case of a A^acancy 
of the throne, and moreovei that he might be at 
hand to avail himself of his father’s demise, and 
take possession of his inheritance But the em- 
peror’s real object was to keep so enterprising a 
pnnee at a distance fiom him at that time, and to 
prevent his availing himself of his feeble state of 
body to seize and confine him, in the same Avay as 
Aurengzib had confined his own father Shahjehan 
The prince had proceeded a few stages only when 
the emperor fell into a state of extreme debility, 
and having lent an ear to his Maker’s summons, 
he answered it by saying, “ I am ready, O Lord,” 
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nnd he depaUed into eternity Thi'i event liap- 
jicncd on a Fiida}, the twcntictli of the montli, 
one w.Uch and three houis aflci daylncak, which 
nii’^wcrs to fne a'«tiononiical hour‘s after sunrise 

The nUclhucncc of tlic cinpcior's death reached 
the Pnnee jMalionicd Aa/cm in a few hours, ]ie 
hastened back to llic imperial camp, which he en- 
tered on Sunday the twenty-ninth of the same 
month, about one-quarter of an liour before dark, 
and on the next day two hours bcfoic suniisc he 
assisted 111 raising the imperial cofiin and earned it 
a few paces on Ins shoulders, after which lie sent 
It to Aureng-abad 

On the morning of the eighth of the next month, 
hcoidcrcdthc impciial music to strike up, and on 
the following "Wednesday, w Inch w'^as also the day 
of sacrifice,^ IMahomed Aayein ascended the throne 
of his ancestors, and bent his thoughts on gaming 
the hearts of the nobility and on rendering his 
reign acceptable to his people The next day he 
took jiosscssion of the imperial treasures, invited 
to his court the nobility of the provinces and the 
absent grandees of the empire, and gave a public 
audience, his intention being to leceive every one 
according to his rank and station He confirmed 


20 /ilknil, 
A 11 1118 

1 T I chnmr} , 
A D 1707 


20 Zilkntl 
A 11 1118 

22 Pcbninr), 
A D 1707 


8 /illmj 

A II 1118 

I Alarcli, 
^ D 1707 


* The annivcrsTry kept by the i\Ioslems in commemoration 
of the intended sacrifice of his son Isaac by tlie patriarch Abra- 
h mi 
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Assed-khan m the office of Vezir, and he raised 
Zulficar-khan, the son of the minister, to the com- 
mand of the forces 

At this time Sultan Mahomed Muazem, the 
eldest son of the deceased, was at Cabul, a city 
and fortress on the frontier Of this province he 
was the viceroy He had with him his two younger 
sons, Khujista-akhter, and Tlcfi-al-cadr, while his 
eldest son, Moiz-ed-din, resided in Multan, of 
which distnct he was the governor, and his second 
son, Azim-ush-shan (the ablest of the four, and 
the object of his grandfather’s affection) dwelt m 
Bengal, whereof he was viceroy It appears that 
the intention of Aiirengzib was to leave the empire 
of Hmdoostan to his eldest son, Sultan Muazem ; 
the dominions of the Dcckan to his second son, Ma- 
homed Aazem ; and the kingdom of Bijapooi to his 
faiountc son Cambakhsh, in full hopes that tliosc 
three princes, each satisfied w ith his lot, would pro- 
mote the w clfare of the people But w ho is the man 
who has not felt the effects of ambition’ and how 
could so experienced a pnnee flatter himself that 
Ins 'sons would be free from it’ Cambakhsh, wdiogo- 
lemcd Bijapoor in full soicrcignty, seemed content 
walh In': lot, and he w as the more so, because Sultan 
Mahomed Aa/cm, in order to please Ins mother, 
had added another pro^^ncc to his dominions, and 
had consented to allow him to com mone) , and to 
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liavc the khutba read in his name.*' But mat- 
ters were not so quiet m Ilmdoostan , foi Sultan 
Maliomed IMua/em, on hearing of his fatliei’s ill- 
ne‘:s, had set out from Calml, as did his second son 
A7im-ush-shan from Bengal Both those princes, 
taking what tioops and artillery'- were at hand, 
marched towards Acbcrabad,'|' a gicat city on the 
high road leading to the Deckan Sultan Maho- 
med Muarem was on his route when he received 
the news of his father's demise, on \vhich he im- 
mediately assumed tlic imperial title and ascended 
the throne This ceremony took plaee on the first 
Wednesday of the month of Muharrem, in the year 
1119, precisel)’^ at midnight, being the hour pointed 
out by the astrologers, wdien the sun entered the 
sign of Leo After this, Sultan Mahomed Muazera 
\vrote to his brother, Mahomed Aazem, that, if sa- 
tisfied w'lth being king of the Deckan, w'hicli was 
an extensive dominion, and that which their father 
had set apart for his jiortion, lie abstained from in- 
terfering w'lth Hmdoostan, such conduct would 
not fail to produce mutual benefits This commu- 
nication, however, made no impiession on Maliomed 
Aazem, wdio, trusting to his own personal influ- 
ence and proivess, disregarded his brother’s over- 

* The coming of money, and having public prayers read ili 
the mosques in Ins name, arc two of the peculiar privileges 
'which belong to a king alone 
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tures , to whom he answered by the well-kno\Mi 
adage, It is impossible for two kings to sit toge- 
ther upon the same throne.” He consequently 
made preparations for supporting his pretensions, 
but his efforts ended in his own rum. 

Meanwhile Sultan Mahomed Muazem reached 
Lahore, where m a few days he was joined by his 
son Moiz-ed-dm, who had set out from Multan 
with all the troops he could collect on so short a 
notice There the latter was admitted to the ho- 
nour of kissing his father’s feet, after which he 
pronounced a speech m his praise, prayed for his 
prosperity and length of days, and then followed 
him to Acberabad Fortune seemed in other re- 
spects to favour this prince, for Azim-ush-shan the 
kmg’s youngest son, who with a numerous and well- 
appointed army was then on his march to Acber- 
abad, intercepted a convoy of a corore^ of rupees, 
being the revenue of Bengal, which the finance 
minister of that country was sendmg to the capital, 
and secured the whole of it, but kept it untouched 
at his father’s disposal. He also seized Mokhtar- 
khan, the governor of the province of Acberabad, 
a nobleman of importance, who had given his 
daughter m marriage to the prince Bedar-bakht, 
and who was a hearty well-wisher to the cause of 

^ A corore is a hundred lacs, equal to about a million ster- 
ling 
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Aa/cni-''hah With I\Ioklitar-khan was seemed 
at the same time the impel lal treasure, and that 
\a''t quantity of ro^al iurniUnc of all deseiiptions, 
which had lam deposited many a^cs m the pa- 
laccsof that city A/im-ush-shan endeavomed to 
strengthen his party by conciliating the minds of 
the inferior goicinors and commandcis, and by 
gaming the hearts of the people in wdiich he suc- 
ceeded so Avcll that both his army and his party 
gamed daily accessions But he could not prevail on 
the goicriioi of the city of Acberabad to cede that 
foi tress He icsolutcly answeicd, that at a time 
when the imperial tin one was disputed by three 
princes of the royal blood, he could not wuth any 
propiiety dclncr the foi tress to any one of them, 
until that one should have fully established his 
go\ ernmenf , m wdiich ease he knew' too w'ell what 
became him, both as a subject and a servant, to 
mistake Ins duty With this leply he kept his 
fortress shut up, and prepaied to sustain a siege 
The prince thinking it inconvenient to lose any tune 
m prosecuting the siege, w'ent on wutli othei affairs 
of importance, until his fathei, Sultan Mahomed 
Muazem, aniving, he effected a junction w'lth him, 
and presented all the treasure which he had had 
the good luck to secuie 

No succoui could be moie welcome, foi the 
troops, already become clamorous foi want of pay. 
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were suffering great hardships, and had already 
become dispinted This timely assistance was 
hailed as a good omen, and Sultan Muazem from 
that moment conceived the fondest hopes of success. 
He returned thanks to God, and distnbuted his 
treasure according to the necessities of his troops 
Aazem-shah, who had only tarried a few days at 
Ahmednagai to secure the services of the well- 
appointed array which he had found ready-made 
to his hand, with which he marched to Acberabad, 
resolved to dispute the crown with his elder bro- 
ther. The natural ardour of his mind flamed by 
sanguine hope, he marched with sb much rapidity 
that he left behind most of his infantry, and almost 
the whole of his artillery, till he reached by forced 
marches the fort of Gualiar, where he established 
his head-quarters, on Monday the eleventh of the 
Rebi-el-Awel, m the year 1119 Seven days after 
he advanced towards his brother, whom he found 
encamped on the plam of Ajaju, close to Acbera- 
bad Some of his troops advanced on the Impe- 
rialists, and set fire to part of Sultan Mahomed 
Muazem’s tents, as also to those of Azim-ush-shan, 
who was himself encamped there ; but the latter 
was so hard pressed as to be compelled to stand 
on the defensive. 

Sultan Mahomed Muazem, who was then on a 
hunting-party, no sooner heard of the enemy’s 
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beiug at hand, than he flew to his son’s assistance, 
bringing with him his eldest son Moiz-ed-din, and 
his best generals with their troops The combat 
now thickened apace, when an event happened 
which, by turning the foitune of the day m favour 
of the Impenahsts, was received as a token of appro- 
bation from Heaven. There arose suddenly such a 
^aolent wind as seemed to give the combatants an 
idea of the dreadful serset that buried the whole 
tribe of Aad* under the sands of Arabia This wind 
blew on tlie back of Sultan Muazem and m the 
face of Aazem-shah’s army This last prince had 
given the command of his left wing to his eldest son 
Bedar-bakht, and that of his left to his second son 
Wallajali Aazem-shah led the centre against the 
enemy, ha^^ng his youngest son Aah-tebar, then 
a child, with him upon his elephant But he had 
left Assed-khan his vezir m the camp at Gualiar 
with a body of troops The prince meanwhile 
pushed forward with ardour. Zulficar-khan, who 
had been generalissimo under Aurengzib, repre- 
sented to him that the day was far spent, that a 
violent tempest blew towards them, and that great 
part of the infantry and artillery were still at a 
distance m the rear, for which reasons he conceived 

* This IS an historical event alluded to by the author The 
eficcts of the serser or simtm are confirmed by modern tra- 
vellers, who hive seen them in the Arabian deserts 
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jl would he imprudent lo ri''k ,t h.ittlr fr^r n throne 
on ‘'iith di''ad\antageous terms he rceommcndfd 
the pnnee Mahomed Aa/em, thcrfforc, to n mam 
satisfied V. nil the ad\antage he had alre.uly gaim d 
o\erthe cnem}, h\ ha\mghiirned liis t.imji-fqm- 
page and defeated part of his ea\alr\ ; and that 
\\hcn the remainder of the troops, mfantr) and 
artillery, slioiild ronic nj), lie might, nith everv 
hojie of success, fall on thccncm\, already intimi- 
dated This speech had no cflcct on the piince, 
who estimated too highh his own militaiy genius 
and the courage of his troops, hr sides which he 
despised his hrothei and his jiart} . lie therefore 
answ'crcd Zulficar-khan h\ some expressions that 
indicated resentment The latter, who was a man 
of established courage and great experience, re- 
plied, that since his Majesty would not listen to 
ad\ice dictated hy his /cal and hj common pru- 
dence, and chose to run headlong on his owm rum, 
he hoped he w^ould not hnd fault with him if he 
abandoned a cause that looked so unpromising 
The prince, full of indignation, having uttered a 
few broken w'ords of reproach, turned his face 
away, and Zulficar-khan, without farthei expla- 
nation, put spurs into his hoise and joined his 
father, who had been left in the camp at Gualiar 
Mahomed Aazem nowfellon the enemy with fury, 
and the troops on both sides being equally eager to 
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(bspl.u tlu'U (ourairo, a In'mcndou'^ conflict ciiMicd 
Hut the Molciu c of the wind rai'-cd 'aicii cIoikK of 
du^t ind ‘•and, lh.it the held of b.ittlc wa^-entncl^ 
daikeiu'd '1 he troops df Alahoincd \n/cin were 
almost Minded, ind it hee.une impossible to dis- 
tmumsh friend from foe It w.is .isscrted b) s(‘\c- 
r,d pc r'-oiis of eh.iraeter w ho lon”;hl m that b.ittle, 
lh.it till smd was so luit and it choaked so cllec- 
tiialK tlu‘ month 'and e\ es of the eombntants, that 
no one ( oiild st.-nul such .i temiKst but In turnmix 
hn lu ul .dioiit, nor could an .vrrow be distm- 
‘fTiiished nt more than a few jiaces distant Not- 
w ithstandinir all these disad\.mt.i'4;cs, the troops 
of M.ihoined Aayem ginned ground The iinpc- 
nal arnn was m d.in',^er, and the desperation 
with which both oliicciN and men fought w'as 
such, that to this d.n the battle of A|api, or 
Acberabad, is rcineinbered all o\cr Ilindoostan 
foi its obstinacy , and the slaughter that ensued 
There was m i^I.ihoined Aa/em’s army au Afgh.m 
oflicci of great strength, called I\lanuwcr-khan, 
w’ho commanded Inc thousand men of his own 
nation, wdio used to s.13 that a day of battle w’.ib 
to him like a wedding-day On this occasion, he 
dicsscd himself m cloth of gold, and gave a tur- 
ban of the same matciials to every one of his fol- 
low'crs, each of w'hom wms icady to shed Ins blood 
for his chief This olliccr lutMug found a fa\oui- 
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able moment, drew near to the Pnnce Mahomed 
Aazem, and requested leave to descend from his 
elephant, and mount on horseback, m order to 
rush on the enemy, and shew his zeal m his 
master’s cause The prince desired him to remain 
upon the elephant which had been allotted to him 
from the imperial stables, but Manuwer-khan, 
mortified at the refusal, pushed on at the head of 
his troops as far as the centre, where the Prince 
Azim-ush-shan commanded. Here he was op- 
posed by Hussein Ali-khan Barha, son of the 
illustrious Seid Abdullah-khan of Ajmir, better 
known by the appellation of Mia-khan Hussein 
All-khan himself having received several wounds, 
fell senseless on the ground, and the greater part 
of his division was destroyed The enemy bad 
also lost many men , but Manuwer-khan ex- 
horted the few that remained with him to push on 
as far as Azim-ush-shan’s elephant , when having 
in his hands one of those spears called belem* 
he struck it with such force against the prince’s 
howdahjj' that it passed through the back-board 

* The helem is a weapon well known in the south of India , 
it 16 a spear about nine feet long, thick, and having a broad 
blade It IS used to kill uild hogs 

•f- The scat A\hich the elephant-nder occupies The howdah 
13 n square box, and uncovered , the amam has a canopy, 
supported on pillars, and usually richly ornamented the for- 
mer IS used in the latter on state occasions onl> 
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llio nppd'^ito ‘iulo , nnd ihc jinncc' had infallibly 
been kilU'd, had ho not a\oidod the blow by in- 
clining hi'' benK to the loft At length iManuwci- 
khan after porfoiining main feats of x.iloui, fell, 
siiiiounded b\ the few intiepid men mIio had 
refused to snr\i\c their bia\e commander This 
blootK action cost the lues of main jicrsons of 
ilbistrioiis nnk , the jinnee Bedar-bakht, who 
commanded the left Ming, Mas slam, as also his 
Imithcr ^Valla)ah, .i ^omlg jinnee mIio had ncicr 
before been m action 

U noM became necessary to announce these 
losses to their father, iMahomed Aa/cm This un- 
fortunate Jinnee, mIio tenderly lo\cd all his chil- 
dren, but particularly the eldest, hcaicd a dccji 
sigh, and said that \ictory and life Merc hcnce- 
foiMard alike mdiffcrcnt to him With these M'ords 
he ordered liis drner to carry his elephant into the 
midst of the enemy s lanks, where his hoM'dah 
Mas so thickly stiuck M'lth arroMs that one M’ould 
ha^c imagined it had rained airoM's on that day 
lie M'as folloM'cd by a chosen band of guards, 
personally attached to him, not one of whom would 
leave their master IMahomed Aazem, regardless 
of his OM'u safety, but anxious about the loyal child, 
Ali-tebar, covered him with his buckler, after 
having made him squat in the hoM'dah, though he 
himself remained exposed lie still pushed on, 
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using his bow incessantly But vam were all 
those effoits The clay was already far^pent, and 
fortune had declared against him His best officers 
were slam , such as Teibiet-khan, Aman-ullah- 
khan, and Matleb-khan, with the two brothers 
Manuwer-khan and Khan Aalem, together with 
the Hindu princes Raja Ramsmg and Raja Dal- 
pet, with many of their troops His two hopeful 
sons also were now no more The prince himself, 
wounded by several musket-balls, had fallen sense- 
less m his howdah, when a Avretch of the name of 
Rustem-dil-khan, having clambered up on that 
hero’s elephant, had the baseness to cut off his 
head He then took the royal child, Ali-tebar, by 
the hand, and carried him to Sultan Muazem, his 
master This spectacle made a deep impiession 
on the emperoi The sight of his brother’s bloody 
head was more than his feelings could bear , he 
wept bitterly, and pressed the royal orphan, his 
nephew, the prince Ali-tebar, to his bosom, and 
did every thing to pacify him. In the sequel, he 
conceived so great an affection for him that he 
never made any difference between him and his 
own children The latter took umbrage at these 
tokens of his tenderness, and once resented and 
complained of it , but they Avere silenced Avith this 
ansAver from theicmpeior's mouth* '' If your in- 
quietude be about his being mimical to my for- 
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tunc nivl Clown I iniiM tell >ou once foi all, that I 
bcllc^c ^nn aic much likclioi to be >oiii‘^cl\C'; 
than he, and that tlii'- child, in ca':c of need, will 
]iro\c hini‘:eil at all liinc^' more an\loll‘^ for ni) pre- 
<Jcrvation than am of \ou ' I'ortiinc linMiig put 
an end to the content with Alahomed Aa/em, hn 
mini‘'tcr‘' and "cncraK joined A‘''!ed-khan, the 
\07ir, and /ailficar-khan . and (he whole went in 
a bnd\ to iia\ their homage to Sultan i\Iua/cm, 
who wa^ now c\er\ where rccogni/ed by the title 
of Bahadur-'^hah The Ve/ir A''‘'cd-khan, and 
hi'' son Zulficar-khan, with (heir hands bound 
with a handkerchief, pre^'ented thcm'^cbcs m that 
condition At thi'' ‘•ii^lit the empcior rose from 
his jilace, and with his owm hands set the ^C 7 l^s 
hands at liberty , turning, at the same time, to Ins 
son i\Ioi/-cd-din, he desired him to loosen those of 
Zulficar-khan Not content with this mark of 
condescension, he spoke with the utmost kindness 
to both father and son, especially to the former , 
and sending for one of his owm suits of clothes, he 
ordered him to put it on directly — an honour sel- 
dom conferred on a subject When he saw'^ him 
dressed, he advanced, and embiacmg him, made 
him sit dowm in the presence He conferred on 
him the command and pay of a division of seven 
thousand cavalr}’-, wnth the grade attached to one 
of nine , added to which he ordered him a pre- 
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sent of two corores of dams,'’^ and directed that hiS 
palky should be admitted within the irapenal en- 
closure, as far as the gate of the bathing-iooms, 
that his music might play withm the impenal 
enclosure — honours reseived only for pnnces of 
the blood royal As a last token of his favour, he 
gave him the title of Jelil-al-cadr, and conferred on 
him the office of Vakil-i-mutlak, or lord-lieutenant 
of the empire. Munaim-khan received at the same 
time the title of Jumlet-el-mulk, with the office of 
vezir, and the government of the province of Ac- 
berabad. His station at court was on the right 
hand of Assed-khan, and he had the privilege of 
offering his counsel After these arrangements 
the emperor turned his attention towards the con- 
duct of certain Hindu pnnces, and chiefly of Jey 
Sing, Raja of Amber, who had sided with the 
prince Mahomed Aazem That Raja’s own bro- 
ther, Bijy Sing, havmg taken part with the em- 
peror, and havmg proved himself very useful, he 
was placed at the head of the estates, and Jey 
Sing received orders to attend at court 

Raja Ajit Sing, son of Jesvant Sing Rahtore 
chief of Joodpoor, had likewise aided the prince 
Mahomed Aazem, and moreover had since proved 
refractory , such conduct required immediate atten- 

• Dam 18 a copper-coin, in value the fortieth part of a rupee 
Ayeen Akbery, vol i p 32 
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lion, and the cmpoioi haiinp: ninichcd inln llio'se 
count nc‘^, look the loitrc<^''Cs out of the hands of 
the licrcditau princes, and put them iindci the 
management of the imiicnal ofliccrs, oi dering the 
dispossessed ciiicfs to attend the imperial stump, 
and to Inc henceforward at couit The ic7ii 
Assed-khan w as ordered to icpaii to the capital, 
which, with Its dependent tcrntoiy, was jilaced 
under his special care In this manner every pait 
of tlic empire was 'jradually coming into ordci , 
and c^cr^ heart being gamed oici by the empe- 
rors afiabihty, scr\cd to sticngthcn the throne 
Unfortunately, how'cicr, there arose a civil w'ar 
wMtli the two remaining sons of Auicngvib 

The Prince Cambakhsh no sooner heard of his 
brother Mahomed Aa/em s death, than he proposed 
to oppose the Mctorious party In vain did the 
new^ empeior send him soothing messages, and ad- 
vised him to Inc in peace These mild overtures 
served only to give confidence to Cambakhsh, and 
he sent answ^ers breathing nothing but defiance 
Even these the empeior w'ould have overlooked, 
but finding himself urged to w'^ai, and reproached 
by Ins owm sons, he resolved to i educe Cambakhsh 
With that view^ he quitted Dehli on Monday the 
seventeenth of Shaban, in the year 1119, and nsimimn 
marched towaids Bijapoor by the w^ay of Fatepooi 5 oct 
and Ajmii On the thud of Zilkad of the ensuing 
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year, being a Wednesday, the two armies fought a 
battle m the vicinity of Hydrabad, of which city 
Cambakhsh had made himself master. After re- 
peated attacks and much slaughter, Bahadur- 
shah’s army drove the enemy out of the field. 
This happened at midnight, and by that time, most 
of those chiefs personally attached to Cambakhsh 
being slam, the rest betook themselves to flight, 
leaving a complete victory to the emperor. The 
pnnce himself, after exhibiting great personal cou- 
rage, and receiving several wounds, which after- 
wards proved mortal, had fallen senseless on the 
ground, with hardly any other sign of life than a 
faint respiration In that condition he was found, 
and being placed upon an elephant, was, together 
with his children, brought before his brother On 
notice of his approach, the emperor sent his eldest 
son Moiz-ed-din, with orders to shew him every 
mark of respect , and directed that the wounded 
pnnce should be lodged in a retiied tent, withm the 
impenal enclosure, where he went on foot to pay 
him a visit. On seeing him, he heaved a deep sigh 
and said, “ Alas ' 1 never desired to see you in 
this condition the prince, raismg with pain his 
dymg eyes, answered, “ nor did I ever desire to 
see you m the condition you now are with these 
words he expired. The emperor was exceedingly 
affected, and retired to his o-wn apartments, tak- 
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mg NMth him the young orplmns his nephews 
lie ordered them to bo educated in the same 
manner as he had done Aah-tebar, and he always 
lent a deaf ear to the repeated remonstrances and 
reproaches of liis own children on their account 
This battle liaMiig rendered Bahadur-shah master 
of the Dcckan, as well as put an end to all com- 
petition 111 Hmdoostan, and his authority being 
c\ cry where firmly established, he conceived it a 
fa\ curable time to introduce some changes on 
which he had rcsohed One da}’’ he communi- 
cated m as conciliatory a manner as possible, both 
to Assed-khan and to his son Zulficar-khan, tliat 
the generalissimo hlunaim-khan was an old ser- 
vant and a zealous friend, extremely attached to 
his person, and added that he had on a former 
occasion promised to make him iczir whenever 
the croAvn should devohe on him He now said 
that Blunaim-khan had reminded him of that pro- 
mise , “ but as I intend,” said he, “ not to disoblige 
you on the one hand, noi on the othei to break my 
word with him, I dcsiie your advice m this deli- 
cate conjunctuie, and beg you to point out some 
expedient that may satisfy both parties without 
wounding my ow honour ” 

Assed-khan, on obseianng the emperor’s inclina- 
tion, answered, “ that adherence to their word 
was always incumbent upon kings , but that he 

c 2 
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hoped, likewise, that the honour of two faithful 
servants, who had zealously served the imperial 
family for such a number of years, would be pro- 
tected from insult ” This answer in some measure 
eased the emperor’s mind, and he persuaded Assed- 
khan to be content with the high office of Vakil-i- 
Mutlak or Lord Lieutenant of. the empire, and he 
ordered him to be invested anew with a rich dress 
of honour. Munaim-khan at the same time, 
who had often acted as lieutenant to the imperial 
princes, and as divan or minister of finance, was 
invested with the Jobes of , vezir, and the impenaL 
signet was entrusted to his hands The rank of 
these two great men was also settled by the empe- 
ror,' who directed that after Assed-khan should 
take his seat under the canopy of the vezir, Mu- 
naim-khan should walk up to him in a respectful 
manner, and should present to him the papers that 
might require his signature This arrangement 
havmg satisfied these illustnous personages, they 
united their efforts in despatchmg the affairs of 
state, and m promotmg the welfaie of the empire 
' Zulficar-khan, the generalissimo, was honoured 
with the title and office of Amir-ul-omrah,* and 
appointed viceroy of the Deckan, comprehending 
all the provmces already conquered or to be con- 
quered hereafter This was a charge of vast,im- 
, * Chief of the nobles 
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portaiice, foi which he was eminently qualified,' fer 
no othei man at that time would have been able to 
rule countries so newly eonquered and so refrac- 
toiy The neAv viceroy, aftei having settled to his 
mind tlie military and financial affairs of his go- 
vernment, leturned to court, having left as his 
lieutenant an Afghan nobleman, called Daud- 
khan Peni, a man famed m those countiies for 
his 1 idles, his bodily stiength, and his personal 
prowess , and who had rendeied himself of so much 
iinpoi tance, that there wei e no noblemen in Deckan 
who could be compared with him He was made 
the director of all political, affairs, as also of the 
finance department, with full liberty to undertake 
any military expedition which he should deem 
advisable Zulficai-khan, after having eased his 
mind of so gieat a bin then, went to couit, where he 
applied himself sedulously m aiding to introduce 
01 del thioughout eveiy part of tlie empiie 

The provinces of Bengal, Oiissa, Aziraabad* 
and Ilahabad, had hitheito been governed by 
Azim-ush-shan, the einpeioi’s second son, and it 
\%tis thought politic to continue those countries 
under the' same admimstmtion , an aiiangement 
which put it in that pimce’s powei to reward two 
illustrious nobles who hadiendeied him manyi im- 
portant semces, and had distinguished themselves 

* Patiiii 



22 


SIYAR-UL-MUTAKHLRIN 


m the great battle of Acberabad. These were 
Seid Abdullah-khan and Seid Hussein Ali-khan, 
sons of the famous Seid Abdullah-khan, so much 
revered m Ajmir under the name of Mia-khan. 
On the elder, Abdullah-khan, he conferred the 
government of Ilaliabad, and he gave that of 
Azimabad (Patna) to the younger, Hussem-Ali- 
khan. At the same time Jafer-khan was entrusted 
■with the provinces of Bengal and Orissa, in which 
he had hitherto acted as minister of finance After 
these arrangements the prince took up his residence 
at his father’s court, where he exercised great in- 
fluence. The emperor, who was exceedingly good- 
natured, and mild even to a fault, having remem- 
bered a vow which he had once made to the Creator 
of all things, that if ever he should ascend the 
throne he would never deny any man’s request, 
now wanted to act up to the letter of this vow : 
accordingly, dignities, titles, and employments 
were lavished so mdiscnmmately, that they lost 
much of their value, and ceased to be deemed 
marks of honour or distinction ; although no less 
a man than Munaim-khan was appomted to exa- 
mine into the several petitions, and to jeport on 
the respective claims of each person Neverthe- 
less, as men of low origin, whether Hindus or 
Mussulmans, obtained every day the military grade 
of six or seven thousand horse, and the titles of 
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Tung nnd Mulk, a*; well a*? those of Ray and 
Raja,*" winch were gnen to all cla«;ses, dignities 
came at last to lo<^c their value, and titles to forfeit 
all estimation For example, one of the dog- 
keepers, who applied for a title, was honoured wuth 
that distinction b-s the king’s owm pi ivate orders. 
On the occasion of conferring this title, tlie prince 
Azim-ush-shan, whose seal and signatuic was 
requisite before the patent of nobility could pass, 
remonstrated wnth his father, and said, if it be 
your royal pleasure that there should be a Khan 
(noble) in every house, and a Ray (Hindu prince) 
m e\ ery bazar, you may certainly confer the title 
of Ray on this dog-keeper , and he accordingly 
became known hereafter by the title of Lord Dog- 
keeper, to the great astonishment of the world, 
and w^as pointed at as he passed through the 
streets, people saying to each other there goes my 
Lord Dog-keeper, till at length he was induced to 
give money to people to refrain from molesting 
him on tlie highwny, but it had little effect 

Meanwhile the army, which pushed forward to- 
wards the Deckan was overtaken by the rainy 
season, "1 and the emperor conferred the govern- 

* The affix of jung and mulk to all jMahomedan titles, and 
those of ray and raja, to Hindu tides^ had their relative value/ 

f This reference to the campaign in the Deckan is out of 
place Baliadur-shali made but one campaign to that quarter, 
which was ^^henhe conquered Cambakhsh 
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merit of Guzerat on Ghazenfer-jung,* ruler of 
Berar, an office he had once held under Aurengzib. 
At the same time Raja Jye Sing Kichwaha and 
Ajit Smg Rahtore both quitted the court, when 
near the Nerbedda, without permission, and re- 
turned to their o^v^l country , where, having ejected 
with a great deal of fighting and slaughter the 
imperial officers, they retook possession of their 
fortresses, and reinstated themselves in then own 
dominions 

Having proceeded to the south, the emperor 
remained some time at Hydrabad He at length 
returned towards Hindoostan m order to reduce 
the fugitive Hindu pnnces who had quitted his 
camp at the Nerbedda The latter, availing them- 
selves of their distance from court, had in the 
meantime given battle to the three Seids brothers, 
Ahmed Sayid-khan, Hussein-khan, and Gheiret- 
khan, who all three on the same day received the 
honoui of martyidom These events only added 
to the emperor’s indignation, but his apprehension 
of those RajpOots made it expedient to temponze 


* This chief held the titles of Chm Khulhch-khan Ghazi- 
ed'din Ghazenfer-jung Bahadur He was left governor of the 
Deckan in 1688^ after the capture of Golconda by Aurengzib 
His descendants, under the title of Nizam, occupy the kingdom 
of Hydrabad, on the musned of which is seated his great- 
grandson at this moment 
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flo\\‘> jmt Lnlion*, when Huslcm-flil-hlinn ap- 
peared at court after haMii;,' qiiutcrl Inv po‘;t with- 
out lca\c. He was conscqucutlj dcpri\ed of liis 
coiunupsion and jaitlur and confined in the citadel 
of L.ihore, and Maiionicd Aiuin-klian was scut in 
lus stead to take conunaud of the army m the 
lulls Some strange e\cnLs happened during- the 
emperor’s residence m Lahore Bahadur-sliah was 
fond of the company of learned men, and jiasscd 
for an acute jirofieient in the suhtiltics of law' and 
dii'init) , cjualitics m which he surpassed by far 
all the princes of the house of Timur. In conse- 
quence he lo\cd to be surrounded by people 
skilled m those sciences, and discoursed with plea- 
sure on those topics w'hercin he had con\inccd 
himself by reflection he was right Accordingly, 
on lus arrival at Lahore, he assembled the learned 
men of that city, most of them staunch Sunnics, 
and argued with them on the justice of the claim 
of lus holiness All, the son of Abu Talcb tlie 
Commander of the Faithful, on whom be peace. 
These men were all defeated in argument, and the 
confusion to which he reduced them made him 
entertain the design of adding to the usual profes- 
sion of faith, as uttered in the public prayers and 
in the khutba, the words "^and Ah is the saint of 
God, and the heir of the prophet of God ” 

An affair of so much importance required a firm- 
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ness of mind winch was ncAer a conspicuous trait 
in the characters of the pnnccs of the house of 
Timur, especially in those of latter tunes Added 
to this, the emperor s eldest sons Azim-iish-shan 
and Khujista-akhtcr, both men of coinage and 
merit, were 7calous Sunnics, so that this inno- 
vation pro\cd icry unwelcome to them The em- 
peror himself became apprehensive of Mgorous 
opposition oil that score , but being umvilhng to 
abandon his design without making some eflort to 
ascertain its practicability, he one day sent a 
Shiah reader to the principal mosque, after having 
put him under the safeguard of Azim-ush-shan. 
The prince, wdio w'as m his heart averse to the 
measure, took the man with him out of deference 
to his father’s wall , but remained entirely passive 
when the congregation, ivhieh was mostly com- 
posed of Hanefies,* having information of the 
scheme, fell upon that innocent man and hewed 
him in pieees, before he had time to utter the of- 
fensive words 

This commotion was succeeded by another. 
The men learned in the law, and some pnncipal 
inhabitants, all of the Sunny persuasion, hanng 
forthwith assembled in the mosque, sent a message 

* Follow ers of the tenets of Abu Hnnifn, a celebrated I\Ia- 
homedan doctor, who supported the legal succession of tlie 
tliree first kl^alifs — See Asiatic Rcscarclies, vol x p 483 
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to the palace, by 'ivhich they invited the emperori 
over to their principles, and they required every 
inhabitant of the city to assist them in resisting in- 
novation with their persons and fortunes No fur- 
ther attempt was made by the emperor , but he 
continued, dunng the remainder of his life, to pro- 
mote the tenets of the Shiahs, and to pass a great 
deal of his time in arguing with the doctors of the 
opposite sect, though to no purpose and indeed, 
if the promulgation of new principles depended 
entirely on argument and reason, why should the 
pnnce of prophets and chief of messengers, on 
whom, as well as on his posterity, be salutation 
and peace, have received authority to fight from 
the Lord of the creation he who was confessedly 
the most eloquent man of his time, whether m. 
Arabia or m Iran. 

Five years had already elapsed since the em- 
peror’s accession to the throne, and it was the 
third year since he was encamped on the Ravi, 
close to the city of Lahore, when some alteration 
was perceived in his mind It was about the mid- 
dle of Muharrem, in the year 1 124 of the Hegira, 
one day that he took it into his head to give orders 
for killing all the dogs in camp, as well as 
those in the city of Lahore ^ As such an order, 
from so sensible a prince, could not but appear 
very strange, people were willing to account for it 
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by supposing that some witchciaft oi enchantment 
had been practised upon him. Such a state of 
things was the moie disagreeable, as the Siks were 
becoming daily moie numerous and tioublesomci 
Foibidden from coming into the city of Lahore, not 
one of them was to be seen in the day-time, but 
as soon as it was dark they nevei failed to return 
to the houses of those that used to feed and cherish 
them, and their orgies lasted during the whole 
night At day -break they would throw themselves 
into the Ravi, and after ha\nng swam to the other 
side, they lurked during the day in the neighboui - 
mg fields 

This conduct on the part of the Siks, as well as 
the tumult in the mosque, I mention upon the 
faith of a letter which Amin-ed-doula of Sambal 
%vrote to his family, and which I found among the 
papers of his secretary The letter says that the 
emperor^ incensed against the doctors that had ex- 
cited the tumult which had cost the Koran-readei 
his life, ordered some of them to be thrown into 
prison, and others to be sent to the fortress of 
Gualior Sometime after, the emperor, havmg felt 
a slight indisposition, which no one suspected to 
be severe, fell into a swoon, and died suddenly on 
the 19th of Muharrem, about two hours before 
night 

The prince Azim-ush-shan, who ivas present 
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when the emperor fainted, unable to stand such a 
spectacle, retired to his own camp, after having 
desired Amin-ed-doula to tarry a few hours, m 
order to bnng him further intelligence , so that as 
soon as the emperor expired, that nobleman re- 
paired to the prince and informed him of the event 
The prince wept bitterly , but Amm-ed-doula bade 
him take heart, as not a moment ought to be lost 
in ascending the throne, and he' ordered the impe- 
nal band of music to strike up immediately. This 
being complied with, the few courtiers that chanced 
to be at hand hastened to present their offerings, 
according to custom, wishing the pnnce a long and 
happy reign At this time Amin-ed-doula, with 
Niamet-ullah-khan, and some others, represented 
that Zulficar-khan, the commander of the troops, 
and Hemid-ed-dm-khan, who were both imraical 
to him, were now busy m preparing the funeiaJ of 
the late emperor, and would be so occupied with 
that ceremony as to admit of their both being seized 
and secured. The prince, neglecting so important 
a measure, answered that the imperial honour 
would suffer from so hasty and indecent a pro- 
ceeding , that for his own part he relied solely on 
his own right and to God Almighty’s assistance, 
and that after all Zulficar-khan could do but little 
This answer struck his counsellors and well-wishers 
dumb, who said m a low voice, May God turn 
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till*; (li'*po':ilioii to good account. ’ In fact llic 
]inncc wa'; guilty of a great ovcr'iight , ncvcrtlic- 
lc'=‘; Nianict-ullah-khnn, of lii‘;o\\n accord, went 
a\\a\ dirccth , and putting himself at the head of 
Ill'S own numerous brigade, marched straight to the 
imperial tent's, where he found that Zulhear-khan 
had alrcadN gone to Iu'n camp, and was m the 
middle of hi'' troojis, 'so that he mis'scd the oppor- 
tunity of sci/mg him as he had determined 

It must he ob''Cr\cd that Arim-ush-shan had 
alwa\ s exercised great power in his father s life- 
time, under whom he acted as his lieutenant, 
whether m signing jiapers or m the transaction of 
business, and the whole of the household, w Inch 
he commanded, wasdexoted to him, so that he 
found no difliculty in taking possession of his fa- 
ther s treasures and ascending the throne — a step 
w Inch aftbrded confidence and satisfaction to the 
troops m camp : but this w-as not the case wuth all 
classes * Those who looked more nai rowdy into 
affairs w’crc apprehensue of trouble and blood- 
shed , so that wdiocxcr could proxidc himself wuth 
a carriage or a beast of burthen, hastened to send 
Ins family wuth Ins effects into Lahore during the 
night, wdnlst othei’s w^ent wuthm the imperial en- 
closure, and took up then abode there *1 

* Azim-iish-slnn a\ as only the second son 

f The imperial inclosurc embraced from one acre to tw o, or 
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Dunng this time the physicians Sadik-khan 
and Hekim-el-mulk, together with Mahahet-khan 
and the mmisters of state, as well as all the crown- 
officers, went in a body to pay homage to Azim- 
nsh-shan, to whose presence they were conducted 
by Shah-nevaz-khan and Hemid-ed-din-khan On 
the other hand, Rustem-dil-khan and some others 
paid their court to the prince Khujista-akhter 
Zulficar-khan,^ who did not like this prince, and 
was upon bad terms ^vlth Azim-ush-shan, joined 
the eldest son Moiz-ed-dm, and asked him whe- 
ther he had any commands. “ None at all,” 
answered the pnnce — “ at least at present , for I 
have neither money nor troops, having added to 
the imperial army whatever I could bnng together 
when I came to join my father I mtend to retire 
to my government of Multan, where I expect to 
collect forces, as well as the means of appearing 
again upon the stage, when I shall act according 
to circumstances ” Zulficar-khan disapproved of 
such a proceeding , he offered to supply money, 
troops, and artillery, and proposed to invite both 
the princes Khujista-akhter and Refi-ul-kadr, by 
which measures he hoped to supersede Azim-ush- 
shan’s party , after which, the three brothers 

even three acres of land, surrounded by tent- walls, within which 
the royal tents were pitched 

* Khujista-akhter as the third son 
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next day they marched to attack Azim-usli-'shah’s 
lines. In a little time his troops were defeated, 
and fled on all sides , and it is most singular that 
Azim-ush-shan’s body was never found, notwith- 
standing all the search made for that purpose 
This event IS 1 elated m the following manner — 
On the first day there was a slight attack , then, 
as if both parties had changed their minds, the 
confederate princes contented themselves for seven 
days together with firing showers of cannon-ball 
into Azim-ush-shan’s camp, from which they were 
answered in the same style On the seventh day, 
Niamet-ullah-khan and Aziz-khan, with Raja 
Mohcam-sing Katry and Raja Raj-sing Jatt, came 
in a body, with Shah Nevaz-khan at their head, to 
Azim-ush-shan, and represented that, as the con- 
federates were not so numerous as had been appre- 
hended, it was possible to attack and disperse their 
troops, by falling upon them at once, and coming 
to short weapons The new king desired them to 
wait a little, and they were obliged to comply 
He hoped that Churamon Jatt and the Bunjaras 
would so beset the roads, that no provisions could 
reach the camp of the confederates, which would 
obhge them to disperse for food. Whilst he ^vas 
thus disposed to dilatory measures, he , took no 
steps to gam the hearts of bis troops, he .was 
extremely sparing of those treasures he had found 
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ready at liis tiommand, and acted like one who was 
anxious to carry them to the other world with 
him With such sordid views no wonder that, 
whenever any bold measure was proposed, he was 
sure to oppose it, by ans^\’'ermg in those memoiable 
words, ‘ Wait a little more ’’ On the eighth day, 
Zulficar-khan having procured from the city of 
Lahore seveial large pieces of cannon, planted 
them on a rising ground, fiom which they inces- 
santly poured showers of shot into Azim-ush-shan’s 
camp , and as, in order to bring up these cannon, 
the road to Lahore had been opened, the troops of 
Azim-ush-shan, already exceedingly disaffected, 
availed themselves of the excuse to put themselves 
out of the reach of fire by returning from the reai 
of his camp This state of inaction having highly 
disgusted the tivo Hindu rajas, they waited on the 
king, and represented to him that they would 
put up no more with the eternal taunts of the 
enemy, and stated then determination to fall upon 
them with their own men, whether they were sup- 
ported or not. To this^ animated remonstrance, 
the prince made the usual answer, ‘ Wait a little 
more The two brave Hindus, shocked at such a 
leception, vented then indignation in expressions 
of reproach , and, sallying forth, fell, sword m 
hand, upon the enemy As these did not expect 
so sudden an attack, they were sui prised, and gave 

D 2 
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way , and the two Hindu rajas, after performing 
wonders, and passing through the enemy’s ranks, 
penetrated as far as the great battery, of which 
they took possession. This would have been the 
time to support those brave men , but so far was 
the king from making any such effort, that lie sent 
his aides-de-camp abroad to reprimand and bring 
back some other commanders, who had sallied 
forth to their aid This moment of suspense hav- 
ing been observed by Zulficar-khan and Kustem- 
dil-khan, they made a bnsk attack upon the rajas, 
who received them with great bravery ,,fbut being 
overpowered by numbers, both these princes fell ; 
and their men losing courage, fled towards Lahore, 
at the very instant that Suliman-khan Peny was 
coming to their assistance 'with a body of a thou- 
sand horse That gallant leader came just time 
only enough to lose his owp life by a musket-ball 
His body was sent to the city by the victors, out 
of respect for his valour 

Of about sixty or seventy thousand men m Azim- 
ush-shan’s army, there now remained about his 
elephant no more than ten or twelve thousand , 
and these, as soon as he returned to his head- 
quarters in the evening, retired to Lahore m great 
confusion so that the next morning he found him- 
self with no more than two or three thousand men, 
and with this handful he now wanted to attack the 
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cncniv As he as going to mount the elephant 
lie usually rode, (he animal refused to kneel in spite 
of the eftorts of his drner to oblige him, and the 
king Mas induced to send for another By this 
time c\ en the few troops that had remained Muth 
him disapjicarcd , and Mdien he jmt his elephant m 
motion, he found about his person only Niamet- 
iillah-khan with ten tioopem, Amm-cd-doulah- 
khan Mitli twenty, and Baja Jye-smg wuth a little 
more than a thousand horsemen the w'hole not 
amounting to tw'o thousand men Still he advanced 
to the field of battle , but hardly was the action 
commenced, when there arose such a violent wand, 
as put in motion all the sands of the Ravi, raising 
such clouds of dust, that no alternative "was left, but 
that of shutting the eyes, and turning the head 
awaj’" from its violence , nor w^as it possible to open 
them but to see the flash of the enemy’s cannon 
Some troops of the enemy’s cavalry having come 
up m the real of Azim-ush-shan’s party, let fly a 
shower of arrow^s, but, as there was no seeing 
Azim-ush-shan’s peison, the troops pushed forward 
to plundei his tieasiiies A moment after, a can- 
non-ball sti uck the seat of the elephant, and setting 
on file the pilloAvs,’occasioned a great deal of smoke. 
The king, m oidei to save his life, tlirew’ all the 
fuimture down , and Amni-ed-doula having asked 
whether he w^as not hurt, he answered, “Not at all 
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go on, goon.” At these words the general fetched 
several deep sobs, and dropped some tears. 
was reprimanded by the king, who with unusual 
coolness reproached him for his want of firmness. 
‘‘ Firmness f ’ replied the general, “ to what pur- 
pose can firmness avail us now ^ The vessel of all 
our hopes is about to be dashed against rocks, and 
nothing remains to me but to stake my head against 
a stone In vain have all your faithful servants 
entreated you to let them go forth, and make a 
general attack , in vain did they repeat their en- 
treaties for adopting so salutary a measure your 
answer was always m those ominous words, ‘Wait 
a little more.’ But after all, how could your ma- 
jesty do otherwise, since it was the Almighty’s 
decree that we should be undone’ Still there 
remains one step , there is yet time — a moment 
hence and it will be too late. Leave your elephant, 
mount a horse, and fly with us towards Bengal.* 
There you have your farmly and fnends , and Daud- 
khan Peny, who commands m the Deckan, is your 
devoted servant. Let us retire to Bengal, which 
is a place of safety , and there, after havmg recruited 
your strength, you may return and act as occasion 
shall require ” “ All that is very fine,” replied 

the pnnce, “ but what did Dara Shekoh do, after 

* A/im-us-shah had long been Governor of Bengal, and 
possessed influence there 
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Ills defeat’ did flight avail Sliiiiali If I am yet 
destined to icign, the scrijitural sentence, ‘ Many 
a time did a small number prevail over a multitude,’ 
shall be Aciified in my person, nor is victory and 
success ct so far distant from ns ” 

To all this Amm-cd-doula rejoined that he had 
no more than twenty troopers with him, for that 
e\ery one else was gone “ Ver}’- well,” said 
the prince coolly, “ let me ha^c one-half of these 
t^^cntv, that I may rush with them on tliatwetch 
hloiz-ed-dm , and with the other ten do jmu rush 
on that other WTetch Khujista-akhter ” The gene- 
ral was in despair on hearing tliese words The 
king ^^as yet speaking, when Khwaja Hussein, 
since Khan Douran, was heard to say from behind, 
“ General, I am going to Bengal , take my adnee, 
let us go together ” “ Never answered the gene- 
ral “ so long as there is breath in Azim-ush-shan, 
I will never desert him ” He had hardly said this 
when a cannon-shot hanng struck the king’s ele- 
phant full on the root of the proboscis, made him 
funous The animal turned about, and ran to the 
water-side , his driver lost his seal, and fell on the 
ground Jelal-khan Lody, who sat behind, laid 
hold of the ropes, and sliding do\ra on the ground, 

* Dnri Shekoh and Shujali -were the brothers of Aureng- 
zib, whom he opposed, defeated, and slen , after they had fled 
from the field 
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fled for his life. Several people attempted to stojl 
the elephant, among whom was Amin-ed-doula, 
but there was no restraining him. In a moment 
he saw the animal throw himself down a chfiy part 
of the bank, and plunging into the river he disap- 
peared, causing an extraordinary commotion in the 
water, from which arose a great deal of mud, but 
the elephant never re-appeared, and it is concluded 
that both the animal and the king sank never to 
nse again. Amin-ed-doulah now took to flight ; 
but was overtaken and seized, and sent close pri- 
soner to the citadel of Shah-jehan-abad, where he 
remained, until he was set at liberty by an express 
order, which Ferokh-siar, after his victory over 
Moiz-ed-dm addressed to the governor Mahomed 
Yar-khan for that purpose , and m the sequel he 
rose to the highest dignities m the state 

This important victory which had cost the enemy 
so little, raised the views of Moiz-ed-dm, a prince 
who wanted neither courage nor ment, and he now 
conceived the design of setting aside the partition- 
treaty, and of assuming for himself the crown of 
all Hmdoostan He evinced his purpose so openly, 
that the union of the three brothers ended m con- 
fusion and bloodshed These dissensions first arose 
out of the division of the imperial treasures These 
consisted of eighty cart-loads of ashreffies,* and 


* Gold coins 
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of a hundred cart-loads of rupees Kliujista-akhtei 
wanted to divide all this money into three equal 
parts ; but Zulficar-khan made use of so much chi- 
caneiy and brought forward so many pretences, that 
three-fifths of that immense sum became Moiz-ed- 
dm’s share, and the other two-fifths only fell to the 
lot of the other brothers Such a proceeding could 
not but exasperate them Khujista-akhter foith- 
Avith resoh ed to proclaim himself king, and he took 
the title of Jehan-shah, so that there were two 
parties now ripe for coming to blows Khujista- 
akhter, or Jehan-shah, having been joined by several 
commanders of distinction, among whom were 
Mahomed-khan and Rustem-dil-khan, men who 
thought of nothing but slaughter and blood, the 
two aimies viewed each other with jealousy, but 
they did not immediately come to blows They 
passed M'hole days and even whole nights under 
arms, for as soon as the sun set, the twm armies lit 
fires, and seemed to wait for an attack Jehan-shah 
soon found himself at the head of a large body of 
troops and a numerous artillerj^, nor was Moiz-ed- 
din, who now assumed the title of Jehandar-shah, 
Avorse prepared for action 

On the fourth day, Jehan-shah, after considerable 
skirmishing, said to his generals that he wanted to 
examine his encampment from without, and di- 
lected thgit (as on the three former days) they 
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should keep their troops mounted and ready, as he 
intended to review them. At the same time he 
desired his spies to be on the watch, and to give 
him immediate notice the moment they perceived 
the enemy’s cavalry ahght, and prepare to clean 
their horses. On that instant Jehan-shah rushed 
on his brother’s camp, where, after a slight combat 
the confusion became general. The enemy’s troops 
confounded by so unexpected an assault, made but 
faint resistance and dispersed The flight and 
dismay became so general, that Lal-koor, Jehan- 
dar-shah’s favounte mistress, and who followed 
him every where, mounted upon an elephant con- 
cealed behind a curtain, was on this occasion 
obliged to fly with the crowd on foot without a 
veil In this condition she fell into the hands of 
Rustem-dil-khan, who was actually loosening the 
string of pearl that hung m a tassel attached to the 
stnng of her drawers, when she was rescued from 
his hands The confusion was so complete, that Je- 
handar-shah, unable to wait for hisown elephant, got 
upon the first that came to hand, without a canopy, 
and mapping himself up m a large sheet, bade the 
dnver carry him across the line of the enemy’s 
troops, as if he were carrying a lady, till he could 
find his way to Zulficar-khan. This bold step 
succeeded, and Jehandar-shah joined his general, 
just as cries of victory were filling the air m the 
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cncniA’s hnc‘^ ZuHicar-khan aninrcd lo see Je- 
hanclar-'shah in such a plight, bccanie anxious to 
reliiCNO tlic fate of tlic day. He called aloud to a 
body of choice inuskclccrs long attached to his 
person, and throwing handfuls of gold amongst 
them, told them how they could now lender him 
an important service '' There you see," said lie, 
“ .1 chan-shah surrounded by multitudes of officers 
and soldiers, who arc presenting him with oflerings 
in coiujiliment of his victoiy Let some of }ou 
mix vMth that crovvd, and whilst he is talking to 
the people about him, and rcccning congratula- 
tions, fire upon him ’ The infantrj' literally obeyed 
their instructions, and discharging their matchlocks 
at the same instant, he fell covcicd with wounds ; 
and this event gave an unlooked-for victory to 
their master Jehandar-shah so uncxpectcdl}'^ vic- 
tonous, no soonci heard of his good fortune than 
he retired with his mistress to his quarters, where 
he spent the night in revelry , whilst the troops, 
fatigued by the cxei tions of the day, laid down to 
sleep on the field of battle 

The next morning at day-break, the pnnee Refi- 
al-cadr sent the principal eunuch of Ins seraglio to 
compliment Jehandar-shah on his victory , but tlie 
victor, who had passed the whole night in drink- 
ing, was now fast asleep, and tlieie was no awaken- 
ing him The king’s scivants, hcaiing of the mes- 
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sage which the pnnce’s eunuch had brought, fell 
a laughing, saying that his master having seen 
what had befallen Azim-ush-shan and Jehan-shah, 
had better beware of his own conduct The in- 
telligence of the state of the court acted on Refi- 
al-cadr as if he had awoke from a dream He 
ordered the great kettle-drum to be beaten, and 
instantly placed himself at the head of his troops 
This movement having put Zulficar-khan upon his 
guard, he ranged the army in battle-array, and 
sent a trusty eunuch, with orders to cause Jehandar- 
shah to be mounted by any means whatsoever upon 
an impenal elephant Jehandar-shah was immersed 
m intoxication, himself bare-headed, with his 
clothes m the utmost disorder, and with hardly any 
knowledge of what was going on around him. In 
that condition he was seated upon his elephant 
and brought to the-field of battle, while Zulficar- 
khan marched to oppose Refi-al-cadr This prince 
advanced at full gallop, and charged the troops of 
his nval with heroic valour, that deserved a better 
fate He penetrated through the thickest of his 
foes, and fell covered' with wounds The' few 
troops he had about his person were* almost all 
slain, and himself being wounded, and left nearly 
alone, he took up his sabre and buckler, alighted 
from his elephant, and after lianng performed pro- 
digies of valour, he undauntedly drank of the bitter 
draught presented him by death 
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Till*; Mctor\ ha\in£r j^l.xccd Jcliandai-'ihah in 
undi'^putcd po'^'^cs'^ion of the crown, he sent notice 
of hi‘5 acccs'sion throughout all the ])iOMnccs 
^Io\in<; at the ‘?anic tunc froiuLahoic, he marched 
to Shah-ichan-abad. ^\hcrc he made In'? cntiywitk 
all the pomp of an hereditary monarch, and with 
the pride of a conqueror, on Monday the fourteenth 
of the month Jumad-cl-a\\el, of the year 1124, 
about three hours before sun-‘;et On his pa'^sage 
through Bidlyhewas received by I\lahomed Yai- 
khan, go\ernorof the pro\mcc, who went out on 
purpo'se to pay his homage to the emperor as he 
passed by on hi'^ elephant Four days after ]\Ion- 
dav, the sun being then in the meridian, the em- 
peror made his entry into the citadel of Dehli, and 
took possession of the imperial palace The new 
sovereign being now firmly seated on his throne, 
confirmed Assed-khan in the high dignity of Vakil- 
i-]\Iutlak, or lieutenant of the empiie, and Zulficar- 
khan. Ins son, in that of vezir Sultan Kerim-ed- 
dm, the eldest son of Azim-ush-shan, was seized at 
Lahore through the agency of Hedaiet-kesh-khan, 
and being brought to the emperor’s presence suffered 
death, as well as all the other princes of the blood, 
sons of the princes Mahomed Aazim, or ofMahomed 
Cambakhsh these were Ah-tebar, sonofAzem-shah, 
and Firozmend,the two sons of Cambakhsh, besides 
a third son, whose name is not certainly known. 
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The king’s fo'^lcr-brotlicr, Cocallasli-khan, was 
promoted to the highest offices, and his name ^\a^ 
changed to that of Khan-jelian-hahadur The king’s 
mistress, Lal-koor, received tlic title of Im(ia7-mc- 
hel-begum (the most accomplislicd of ladies), and 
was distinguished with the priMlcge of riding close 
to her sovereign on an elephant covered by a canopy, 
an honour resened for princes of the rojal blood 
The king’s foster-brother Mas e\cntually raised to 
the office of Amir-ul-omrali, M'hich Mas noM' the 
third dignity in the empire, and he obtained e\ cry- 
day some addition to his influence and emoluments. 
The king’s partialityfor Lal-koor was boundless ; he 
seemed solely intent on pleasing her Her brother 
Khoshal mtis made a commander of se\ en thousand 
horse, and her uncle Niamct-khan recened tire 
command of fi\e thousand, not content Mith this 
he intended to dispossess an illustrious nobleman of 
the %aceroyalty of A'cberabad, m order to bestow 
it on Khoshal-kban, but here the emperor's partia- 
lity met Avith an unexpected check The vezir on 
casting his eyes over the patent, refused to affix 
the seals unless he also brought the fees of office, 
which, in dension of the new governor’s former 
occupation, he fixed at five thousand guitars and 
seven thousand timbrels Khoshal-khan stung to 
the quick by so severe a sarcasm, imparted his 
resentment to his sister, Mffiose influence over the 
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emperors mind m O': unbounded Jcliandar-sbali, 
who owed the deepest obligations to the ^e7lr, 
commanded liis attendance, and m a mild tone of 
\oiec recommended Khoslial-khan’s aflair to him, 
adding, that the stiangc kind of fees he had de- 
manded was doubtless by way of pke “ No jokc 
at all,’ answered the minister, in a serious tone. 
“ There IS no pleasantry in the matter, please your 
maicsty, I was m earnest for, as the nobility, 
your sen^ants, arc from father to son m the habit 
of scrxing the crowm m xnce-royaltics, goxem- 
ments, and such other cmploj’ments, so has it been 
tlic custom of your imperial ancestors to amuse 
themsches wnth dancers and singers, wdiose merits 
it w'os usual to rew'ard by pensions and bounties , 
but as soon as these last shall aspire to military 
dignities and goxernments, and shall commence 
to take jiossession of them, there wall remain no 
other alternative for youi nobility, but that of be- 
taking themseh es to the profession just forsaken 
by the dancers and singers . for they must after 
all Ineas w^ell as these. When, therefore, I asked 
from this gentleman so many thousand guitars, 
with as many timbrels, it was xvith a xuew to dis- 
tnbute them to your majesty’s dispossessed gover- 
nors and generals, who cei tainly have a right to 
earn their bread as w^ell as others ” This answer 
caused the emperoi to hang his head, but he 
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said not a word The new viceroy lost Tiis pro- 
motion 

Lal-koor, when yet a common dancer, had been 
so intimately connected with Zahra, a woman who 
sold greens about the streets, that she had adopted 
her as her dogana ^ This woman now shared a 
portion of the sweets of her friend’s elevation 
This intimacy brought her so near the throne that 
she became the channel of favour, by which she 
was enabled to appear in the streets Yith a re- 
tinue equal to that of the first noble of the land 
She rode upon an elephant magnificently capa- 
nsoned , and whenever she went to see her 
old fnend Lal-koor, she rode through the citadel 
quite up to the apartment of the royal ladies, a 
pnvilege enjoyed only by wives of pnnces, or prin- 
cesses of the blood Hei people too, m imitation 
of their mistress, became insolent and overbearing, 
so that whenever she went to the palace, they used 
to insult old women and other inoffensive people 
they met in the streets There was then in the 
capital a son of the celebrated noble Ghazi-ed-dm- 
khan, whose onginal name was Chin-khalich-khan 
He had been commander-m-chief under Aureng- 
zib, and had enjoyed the highest confidence of 
that discerning monarch This general, after his 

* The wives of the same husband call each other dogana, 
literally duplicate or double 
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so\ereign’s decease, had abstained from coming to 
court, he lived retired, was seldom seen abioad, 
and then only for the purpose of paying a visit to 
some man renowned for his piety or his learning 
Unluckily one day, as he was passing along ^vlth 
his retinue, he was met by that woman Zahra’s equi- 
page, whose followers were full as numerous, but 
much more insolent In conformity with the com- 
plexion of the times, the general made a sign to 
his people to step aside, and leave the street free, 
so that the lady might not be stopped But hei 
people threw out a number of sarcasms at the 
general’s servants, whom their master ivas at the 
pains of keeping under control When Zahra came 
up, she asked whose retinue it was, and what was 
their master’s name'^ On being answered, she 
put her head out from behind the curtain, and 
called out, “ Thou, Chm-khalich-khan, must 
surely be the son of some blind father, not to move 
out of the road ” These words unhinged the gene- 
ral’s temper, who made a sign to his people, which 
they interpreted to be an order to chastise that in- 
solent woman’s servants Hardly was the signal 
given, when those old soldiers fell upon Zahra’s 
retinue, and after having handled them severely, 
they dragged Zahra herself from her elephant to 
the ground, and gave her several cuffs and kicks 
Tins was over m an instant , but it was enough to 
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make the general recollect in how much danger he 
had involved himself, and how critical was his 
situation. Struck with this conviction, he turned 
to the nght, and for the first time in his life went 
to pay a visit to Zulficar-khan The vezir ex- 
pressed his surpnze, and wished to know what 
were his commands, and to what he owed the 
honour of so unexpected a visit The general gave 
him a faithful account of what had happened The 
vezir not only condoled with him, but applauded 
his conduct. As soon as he was gone, the minis- 
ter wrote this short note to the emperor . “ The 
honour of any one of the nobility belongs to them 
all, and that of your devoted slave is identified 
with Chm-khalich-khan ” It was high time that 
such a note should arrive, for by this time Zahra 
had got within the precincts of the palace, but 
without advancing farther than the gate, when she 
threw ashes upon her head, and rolled in the dust. 
Lal-koor, who thought herself involved in the affair, 
worked upon the emperor’s mind to induce him to 
commit some act of seventy, and God knows what 
might have been the result, when the note was put 
into his hand. 

This affair happened at the very time when 
Lal-koor’s worthy brother, unable to restrain himn 
self in his sudden elevation, was guilty of all sorts 
of excesses. This upstart, having chanced to see 
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a beaulifvil woman, mauicd to a gentleman wlio 
lived m the vezir’s neighbourhood, fell desperately 
in loAe mth her, and as entreaties and presents 
proved of no avail, he attempted to obtain posses- 
sion of her pel son by force The husband screamed, 
and ran to Zulficai-khan This mmistei, who was 
naturally a lo%er of justice, and a man of decision, 
was shocked at the atrocity * In the agitation of 
the moment, he sent people n itli orders to bring 
the g'uilty Khoshal-khan, dead oi alne The older 
was executed with much severity he was dragged 
to the ^ ezir’s apartment, m ho, so soon as he saw 
him, ordeied him to be put to the bastinado, so 
that he was left for dead He was aftenvards sent 
prisoner to the castle of Sehmgui, and his whole 
property was dnected to be confiscated to the ex- 
chequer 

This conduct on the pait of the vezir displeased 
tlie emperor so much, that the cordiality existingbe- 
tween him and his minister was much shaken, but 
as the king remembered that’ he owed his very life 
and cion’n to that nobleman’s conduct, he was in- 
duced, from a sense of his value, to bear -with him 
foi the present, especially as the news from the 
East now engrossed his attention 

Bengal, the most eastern province of the empire, 

* The aristocracy of Dehh must^ indeed, have been sadly 
shocked at so gross an act of indelicacy 
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and the only one which was entirely under the 
management of the Khalsa, or exchequer-office, 
produced the greatest revenue to the crown, and 
the office of divan, or supermtendant of revenue of 
that province, was one of the most important offices 
m the empire It was at this time filled by Jafer- 
khan, who had been appointed m the reign of 
Aurengzib At the same time a pnnce of the blood, 
Azim-ush-shan, was governor of the province and 
commander-m-chief of the forces, possessing autho- 
rity to make war or peace without waiting for 
orders from court This pnnce enjoyed, besides, 
an absolute command over the neighbounng pro- 
vinces of Onssa, Behar, and Ilahabad To lighten 
the burthen of so weighty a charge, and m order 
to reward two noblemen who had rendered services 
of importance, Aurengzib bestowed the government 
of Behar, whose capital was Azimabad Patna, 
on Hussein Ali-khan, and that of Ilahabad on his 
elder brother, Abdullah-khan. At the same time, 
he entrusted Jafer-khan ivith the military govern- 
ment of Bengal and Onssa, of which he was 
already divan, or supermtendant of finance On 
the demise of Aurengzib, the prince Azim-ush- 
shan marched to the assistance of his father. 
Ballad ur-shah, and left his son, Ferokh-siar, with 
some of the ladies of the seraglio at Acbernagar, 
commonly called Rajmahal, a place situated on 
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llic hank*, of the Gnn{:c''. Mlicro Siiltan Shujali, 
tlic brother of Aurenii/ih. had built a noble palace 
\/ini-U‘-h-vhan left bke\\i‘>c, under the care of 
''onie jiersou'. of di'^tnution, per'^onalK attached to 
bun hi'' tro.i''Uro'', and '^iich of hi'' ellect'j. mIiicIi 
he did not think proper to take Mitli hiiii The 
\ounir prince, rerokh-''iar, remained there du rmfif 
the whole reurn of In', ^^randfather, liahadnr-shah 
Matter, reinanied in that ‘.t.ite until fortune liaMiig 
jnit an end to A/nn-U''h-''han s life, in the manner 
we have i elated, Moiz-cd-dm .lehandar-‘:hah as- 
cended the tliroiK One ol In'? fir*.! carci> was to 
d^patch an order to lafer-khan, viceroy of licngal, 
to ''cnd the prince rerokh-''iar prroiicr to court 
Thr order cinbarra'?'?cd the Khan, w ho felt liiin- 
•'Clf under great obligations to the prince’s father 
He sent, therefore, a trust) person to wait on 
him, advising him to jirovidc for his i,afct} by 
flight The prince, who reckoned on the gratitude 
of IIus<;em All-khan, set out from Rajniahal with 
his family, and arnved atA7miabad Patna m great 
dejection of mind, and uncertain how to act In- 
stead of entering the city, he took his abode in a 
caravansera, near a spot close to the w ater-side, 
called Jafer-khans garden, whieh touelies the 
eastern extremities of the walls From thenee he 
sent a message to Hussein Ali-khanthe gov'ernoi, 
in whieh he expressed himself like one m the 
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utmost despair Tlie go\crnor> who did not think 
himself strong enough to espouse Ferokh-siar’s 
cause, declined at first to have any concern with 
him , he even answered, that the orders he had 
received from couit required of him a very diffe- 
rent line of conduct that out of respect for the 
memory of the prince's father, he could not bear 
the thought of ‘sei/ing his person as he was com- 
manded to do, but that he recommended him by 
all means to retire out of the province, and afford 
the governor some cvcusc by winch he might escape 
the calumny of a jealous court, and the suspicions 
of the emperor This circumstance is, honever, 
related m a different manner in a memoir that ap- 
peared after Ferokh-siar ascended the throne. 
According to that narrative, Ahmed-bcg Koosa, a 
man who subsequently cut a great figure m that 
prownce, having taken an active part in this affair, 
prevailed upon the governor to pay at least one 
visit to the fugitive pnnee, who received him m 
such a manner as had never been practised by any 
prince towards a subject, or by any master to a 
servant He was all humility and submission , 
he stood when the governor entered, and made 
him sit in his presence After such a reception, 
he represented how fnendless, hopeless, and dis- 
tressed ^vas his condition, and how fearful he was 
lest he should meet at couit with a fate similar to 
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when several attendants, who remained behind the 
curtain, joined their entreaties to hers, and, from 
sobs and tears, they proceeded to screams and 
lamentations At this moment Ferokh-siar, who, 
on the governor’s introduction, had dressed him 
in one of his own robes, and had made him 
down, now rose from his seat and advanced to fasten 
his own sabre on the governor’s side. The latter, 
overcome by such unexpected condescension, said, 
“ that what he had hitherto done was nothing more 
than what became him as a faithful subject, how- 
ever uncourtly it might appear I have (said he) 
nothing but my life to offer, and this I dedicate to 
your service , and now that I have put on this 
sabre, I have devoted it, as well as my fortune, to 
your welfare Command me then, that I may do 
as I am bid Now is the time, — raise troops, and 
prepare every thing for pushing on the war As- 
cend the throne at once, and without allowing the 
enemy time to look about him, let us follow our 
destiny ” 

Ferokh-siar’s behaviour produced this great 
effect Hussein Ali-khan now required that every 
one of his followers should pay homage to the 
piince, and make a tender of his life and fortune 
A proclamation to this purpose was issued through- 
out the province This brought together a great 
•Concourse of people Several astrologers, fortune- 
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telleis, and men of learning now approaehed the 
prince, and he himself being evceediugly credulous 
and Ignorant, was for ever consulting them as to 
what might be the fate of his expedition This 
beha^^our put it m their power to feed him with 
favourable predictions, and with hopes suited to 
their ovTi purposes In these predictions some 
were m earnest, and some meaned no more than 
to obtain money for themselves, as several of them 
did as soon as Ferokh-siar ascended the throne, 
and had it in his power to bestow pensions upon 
them 

"MTiilst the prince was employed in listening to 
these soothsayers, Hussein Ali-khan was taking 
every measure that could promote his object, and 
with that wew he wiote to his elder brother Abdul- 
lah-khan, viceroy of Ilahabad, to give him notice 
of what had happened, and to entreat his concui- 
rence Abdullah-khan, amazed at the intelligence, 
animadverted severely on the precipitancy of his 
brother’s conduct He adverted on the impro- 
priety of a step which involved in its consequence 
the fate of their consorts, children, and families, 
which being at Shah-jehan-abad must suffer from 
the resentment of the emperor when he saw his 
throne attacked To this reproof Hussein Ali-khan 
answered, that for his own part, he had taken his 
line, happen what would, and could not retrace his 
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steps ; but that his elder brother might if he chose 
adhere to the emperor. In the sequel AbduUah- 
khan himself, carried away by his brother's entrea- 
ties and example, wrote to his younger brother that, 
since what had happened could not be recalled, it 
became them both to make the best of it, now that 
they were embarked in the undertaking. He said. 

IMake haste to join me, as my proxinuty to the 
capital renders me more liable to become an object 
of resentment. Let us umte, and have but one 
cause.’ This is what I find in the memoir before 
alluded to . but there is another account, which is 
as follows. 

Bahadur-shah havmg appomted Az-ud-dowla, 
a nobleman of high ran k , to the government of 
Bengal, commanded Ferokh-siar's attendance at 
court The latter, bemg apprehensive of a fate 
similar to that which his two brothers, Kerim-ed- 
dm and Humayim, had suffered, did not chuse to 
trust himself near the emperor, and had protracted 
the time by contnvmg a variety of delays On 
amvmg at Azimabad Patna, and unwiUing to pro- 
ceed farther, he, under pretence of his wife bemg 
near her time of confinement, foimd means to pro- 
long his stay, and wrote to court accordmgly. 
Dunng his sojourn there, some astrologers, fortune- 
tellers, and others, men who wanted only to pro- 
vide for themselves, prevailed on Hekim-messih, 
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the pi nice s physician, to instil into Ins mind 
notions of ascending the tin one as the only means 
of providing for his own safety. "While these people 
were working on his weak mind, there appeared 
suddenly at Azimabad Patna, one Mahomed-reza, 
better known under the name of Raiet-khan, who 
beimr one of those officers that had fled from Balia- 
dur-shah’s resentment, was seeking to repair his 
fortune by producing a forged order for taking pos- 
session of Rhotas, a strong fortress south of Azim- 
abad He actually found means to effect Ins pur- 
pose, and after laying in a stock of pro^nslon, cal- 
culated on keeping possession He had even the 
audacity to write to the emperor and inform him 
that his soldier had, through the negligence of the 
governor, found means to get possession of such a 
good post This intelligence was likewise con- 
firmed by the news-miters of those parts, and by 
the crown intelligencers On this information there 
came an order from the emperor, supported by a 
letter of Azim-ush-shan’s, enjoining prince Ferokh- 
siar to chastise the rebel But, as it was not an 
easy matter to gam admittance m the fortress, one 
of the prmce’s officers, called Dilachm-beg, a Cal- 
muc by birth, who had once displeased the prince 
and had been forbidden the court, found means to 
send him a message by one of tlie courtiers to this 
effect “ I propose,” said he^ “that the piince shall 
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give out that he has received orders to confirm the 
rebel in his post, and beg that I may be deputed to 
cany to him the robe of investiture. Let the pnnce 
therefore try my abibties in this undertaking, which 
I hope may recommend me to Ms notice ; but m 
case I perish m the attempt, I hope it will entitle 
my family and children to a subsistence for their 
fives.” 

TMs project having been approved, the officers 
-of the government published a false account of the 
impenal orders, and the pnnce having sent for the 
Calmuc, put into his hands the khilat, standard, 
and patent of mvestiture, and dispatched Mm lAuth 
due honours. Dilachm-beg thus provided, put 
Mmself at the head of a numerous retinue, and 
amved at the foot of the mountain on which Rhotas 
is situated, and trom thence he sent notice of his 
purpose to Raiet-khan, who being upon his guard 
and extremely suspicious, would admit only the 
envoy and two more persons The Calmuc went 
up with only one attendant, and wMlst the gover- 
nor, into whose hands the standard had been deli- 
vered, was intent on reading the patent, he stabbed 
him with Ms poignard, and repeated the strokes 
until the governor fell down dead The Calmuc 
%vith his compamon were both wounded in the 
scuffle. At sight of this, the officers of the gam- 
son arose upon the impostor’s followers, killed 
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some, ^vounded others, confined the rest, and put- 
ting the dead man’s head into the Calmuc’s hands, 
they sent him to Ferokh-siar, who loaded him with 
favours This event happened just at the time 
when intelligence of Bahadur-sliah’s demise was 
received, and when Hussein Ali-khan was gone on 
an expedition in order to quiet some distant parts 
of his government 

This penod of suspense was seized by Ferokh- 
siar, and before intelligence could arnve of any of 
the deceased emperor’s children having ascended 
the throne, he caused the public prayers at the 
mosques to be read in the name of lus father 
Azim-ush-shan Having reflected on the impor- 
tance of this proceeding, and dreading the conse- 
quences of his precipitancy, he sent a message to 
Hussein Ali-khan, the governor of the province, 
justifying his conduct, and at the same time desir- 
ing his attendance Some days after, the governor 
returned to Azimabad Patna , but as he did not 
seem disposed to form any connection with Ferokh- 
siar, he was visited by the pnnce’s mother, who 
conciliated him by promising to place at his dis- 
posal all the afiairs of the empire , and after put- 
ting into his hands her own Coran, which she had 
brought for the purpose, she swore by it that he 
should never repent of the union This interview 
calmed the governor’s apprehension, and entirely 
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gamed his heart , when news came of Azim-ush- 
shan’s death, and of the accession of Jehandar- 
shah to the throne By this time, Hussein Ali- 
khan had engaged himself so deeply with Ferokh- 
siar, that he could not withdraw with any safety , 
and he thought it better boldly to push on. He 
therefore ordered public prayers to be read m the 
mosques for Ferokh-siar, coined money m his 
name, and displayed the standard of open war 
against Jehandar-shah Ferokh-siar, in return, 
made it a point to cement his union with Hussein 
All-khan, and to add every day to his influence and 
authonty. 

The latter now assembled the bankers and prin- 
cipal men of the city of Patna, and hanng bor- 
rowed from them large sums of money, according 
to their circumstances, gave them bonds signed by 
the pnnce, made payable on his having subdued 
his enemies By this means he was enabled to 
assemble a considerable army , and on an auspi- 
cious day he set out on his expedition, carr3ang 
the pnnce at the head of his troops At the same 
time, he appomted Seid Gheiret-khan, his sister’s 
son, lieutenant-general in the province of Behar , 
and knowing that the tribute of Bengal was on its 
way to Ilahabad, he -wrote to his brother Abdullah- 
khan, to seize and reserve it entirely for the pnnce’s 
use, unless he wanted some small part of it for his 
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own nccc'?<?ilic5 Thi«; treasure was under charge 
of Shuiah'khan, ‘;on-in-law of .Tafer-khan, viceroy 
of Bengal Abdullali-khan no sooner rcccncd the 
prince older tlian he ‘secured and converted part 
of it to the payment of his troop'5, and kept the 
remainder for liis brother s u‘:e He also prepared 
the artillery of the citadel and province for the 
field, and selected a number of pieces to compose 
hi<; OYTi ti-am Whiht thus engaged m pushing 
his preparatne^s Yith Mgour, Jehandar-shah, in- 
formed of his rebellion, conferred the government 
of Behar on raja hlahomed-khan, whose lieutenant 
Seid Abd-ul-ghaficr-khan, a man of character, had 
orders to attack Abdullah-khan, for which purpose 
he had been supplied with tweb e thousand ca\adry 
and a quantity of artillerj’' Abdullah-khan, who 
had been all this while evpecting his brother and 
the prince, confounded at their non-appearance, 
and concemng his small force to be no match for 
the imperial troops, shut himself up within his 
citadel, after hawng sent one-half of the garrison 
to harass the imperialists on tlie march The 
troops of Abdullah-khan, which hardly amounted 
to seven thousand men, cavalry and infantry, were 
under the command of his three younger brothers 
Nur-eddm Ali-khan, Nejm-eddm Ali-khan, and 
Seif-eddin Ali-khan, to whom he attached his oivn 
general Bakhshy Abd-ul-mohsen-khan, a native of 
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Bij&poor m the Deckan. Seid Abd-ul-ghafFer, who' 
had as high an opinion of himself as he had a con- 
temptible one of those three young men, turned 
their rear, and pushing on the citadel of Ilahabad, 
besieged it m form, after having sent word to the 
governor that he had left his nephew^s m the rear, 
because he had no inclination to play with chil- 
dren This sarcasm, which was faithfully reported 
to those young men, quickened their zeal, and they 
fell upon his reserve , but their troops, which, be- 
sides being all new levies, were greatly mfenor m 
number to the enemy, fell into confusion, and lost 
ground every moment This was no sooner per- 
ceived by the three young men than they resolved 
not to survive a defeat They joined a body of Seids 
of Barhar, who were personally attached to them, 
and performed exploits worthy of being recorded m 
history Fortune seemed now to favour the young 
heroes . one of those violent winds common at that 
season of the year arose, and blew such clouds of 
dust and sand into the face of the enemy as nearly 
blinded them Unable to resist its violence, and 
still less to distinguish friends from enemies, the 
impenalists fell into confusion, and became inca- 
pable of listening to orders, or of keeping their 
ranks. This bemg perceived by the young war- 
riors, they redoubled their efforts, slew Abd-ul- 
ghaffer’s brother, and pushed on with fury As 
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‘50011 0*5 It ^^a‘5 known in the enemy’s line that their 
general wa*; ‘^lain, a panic ‘:ci7ccl those that before 
'5tood then gionml, who now fell back and le- 
ticatcd, and tlic impcnahsts sustained a total 
defeat This MCtory could not fad to raise the 
spirits of Feiokh-siai's paity, but it aficcted 
Abdnllah-khan in a icrv ddlerent manner, for his 
'\onnger brothei Nm-eddin All had lost his life in 
the battle 

Abdullah-khan caused the military music to 
strike up, but was unable to conceal Ins grief upon 
the occasion of his brother s death The loss of 
this battle ha\ mg given the empeior some doubt as 
to the e^ent of the war, he thought proper to try 
Avhat could be cficcted by intrigue With that 
Aiew' he sent a dress of honour to Abdullah-khan, 
applauded wdial he had done, and added a confir- 
mation of his government of Bengal and Behai . 
But it came too late , lor Feiokh-siar wms already 
at Ilahabad wnth a numerous aimy, in wdnch was 
included a number of generals of chaiactei — such 
as Sef-shi ken-khan, Ahmed-khan Coca, i\Toiz-ed- 
din Koosa, since created Galeb-jeng, and Klnvaja 
Hussein, afterw^aids Khan-down an The twm Seid 
brothei s, w^ho Avere the soul of the army, harang 
made choice of a faA'ourable moment, m\ oked the 
souls of their pious and brave ancestors, and de- 
parted full of spirit on an expedition that had 
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already begun so successfully. This intelligence 
having been com eyed to the emperor, he resolved 
to send his son Eiz-ed-dm at the head of a po^^ erful 
army to oppose Ferokh-siar on his march But, m 
fact, the young pnnce Eiz-ed-dm was under the 
tutelage of Khwaja Ahsen-khan, brother to Cocal- 
tash-khan This nobleman, v\ ho held the rank of 
a commander of five thousand horse, was now 
raised to the command of seven thousand; and 
the whole conduct of the expedition and the safety 
of the pnnce’s father as confided to him After 
his departure, the emperor despatched Chin- 
khalich-khan with orders to reinforce him The 
pnnce having advanced as far as Kedjwa, near the 
Ganges, heard that the two brothers were in full 
march towards him. This piece of intelligence 
stopped him short, and although vastly supenor in 
numbers (for he had above fift}* thousand horse, 
besides artillery), he did not think himself a match 
for the enemy, and thought it requisite to en- 
trench himself. 

Abdullah-khan approached and cannonaded the 
imperial camp The pnnce could contain himself 
no longer for fear ; and he and his general having 
loaded themselves with as much gold and jewels as 
they could take, fled together in the beginning of 
the mght, leaving their artillery, baggage-carts, 
and military chest, in the hands of the enemy. The 
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arm\ wa*? ';oon infonncd of tlic absence of their 
prince and gencral-in-chief The officers m the 
c.unji di'^agiccd, and coidd come to no resolution 
amongst themsehes as to hat should be done, but 
lhe\ passed the lime in disputes On the evening 
the enemy got intelligence of the state of affairs, 
and rushing into the imiierial camp, plundered it 
so effectually, that numbers of people enriched 
themsehes for the remainder of their lues, not- 
AMthstanding mIiicIi there remained a ^ast deal of 
treasure, mIiicIi together with the artillerj^ w'as 
seized for Ferokh-siar’s use This prince tarried a 
few da'^s to gne rest to his army, wdiilst Eiz-ed- 
din in his flight tow'ards Acberabad met the corps 
commanded bj^ Chin-khalich-khan This general, 
shocked at so flagitious a proceeding, made use of 
force to stop the piincc, who w'anted to fly farther, 
but he detained him in his camp until he should 
recen e orders from court Such a shameful defeat 
Aery nearly blasted all the emperor’s hopes, wdio 

A 

trusting now' to no one, resolved to march m person 
against so successful a rival , and on Tuesday the 
tw'elfth Zilcad in the year 1124, he left his capital 
w'lth an army of seventy thousand horse, besides a 
numerous body of infantry, and a tram of heavy 
artillery Zulficar-khan commanded this mighty 
host, under w'hom were the famous Cocal-tash- 
khan, w'lth several generals and officers all re- 
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Ilo^^Tled for their achievements. Such v.'ere Aazem- 
khan, Janj-khan, and ^lahomed-khan, besides 
other Turany and Irany noble® On his march he 

wa® jomedby Ser-helend-khan and by Fojdar-khan 
of Corrah, v.'ho, takmg po®®es®ion of the money he 
had been receiving there on his master Ferokh- 
®iar’® account, deserted to Jehandar-shah, to v.hom 
that small semce rendered him so dear, that he 
immediately gai e him the government of Guzerat- 
On the other hand, Chebilram, the nevr Fojdar of 
Corrah, and Ali Asgar-khan, son of Kar-teleb-khan, 
Fojdar of Atava, vrent over to Ferokh-®iar. But 
by this time the emperor haiing a^ri^ ed at Simogur, 
a toiTO in the neighbourhood of Acberabad, found 
himself opposed to the enemy, who was separated 
from him only by the nier Jumna The sight of 
the enemy occasioned transports of jo}" to the tvro 
Seidsand throughout Ferokh-siar's camp, v.hereas 
it created dismay in the emperor’s court The 
reason is plain : unanimity reigned in the former, 
vrhereas b}’- his flagitious behaviour Jehandar-shah 
had alienated the hearts of mo®t of the members of 
his court Almost all the Turanies had promised 
by letters and messages, that they would join 
Ferokh-siar, Abdul-semed-khan alone excepted ; 
nevertheless there so ii®ible a superiority of 
force on the emperor’s side, that it was generally 
beiie\ ed that his ri\ al v. ould ha\ e no chance again®t 



SM AU-L I *Min Akin lUN 


G9 


him Unluckilv, ho\vc\ci, such diflcrcnccs prc- 
\ ailed between Ziilficai -khan and Cocal-tash khan, 
as ga\e rise to a mutual and in\eteiatc aversion, 
so that nothing went on avcH m the cmjicior’s 
camp, for Cocaltash-khan, who enjoyed the empe- 
ror’s confidence, w\as a man incapable citlici of 
giving or of rccciMiig advice In this state of 
afiairc, ordcis were issued to cioss the Jumna for 
attacking the enemy, and the two favourites agicc- 
ing in nothing but in then mutual jealousy and m 
giving ojipositc council, the cmpcioi was actually 
incapable of deciding for liimself Desperately 
attached to his mistress Lal-kooi, he had of late 
fallen into a deliiious kind of melancholy that ren- 
dered him totally incapable of conducting all pub- 
lic business 

Such a state of thing's could not be concealed 
fiom the enemy, and m fact, Abdullah-khan having 
receiv'ed information of a ford vvdiich was situated 
eight miles above the enemy’s camp, ciossed in the 
night, and marched on wnthout stopping as fai as 
Kuchbehary, a village beyond Acbeiabad on the 
high road to Dehli , wdiere some time aftei he w^as 
joined by Ferokh-siar himself In oidei to deceiv'e 
the enemy and to perplex his movements, Hus- 
sein Ali-klian with a coi ps dc ? esc) vc i eniamed 
wlieie he was ov^er against the enemy’s camp, and 
did not cross the liver on that day, but waited till 
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his motions could be effectually concealed by the 
darkness of the night He had with him Chebilram 
Nagar, a Hindu of high character. Ferokh-siar’s 
army making its appearance at day-break on the 
rear of the imperialists, it became necessary to 
change front, and to marshal the troops anew, so 
as to bnng the artillery to the front, which could 
not be done without confusion It was on the 
fourteenth of Zilhaj of the same year, that the two 
armies advanced against each other Jehandar- 
shah took post in the centre, surrounded by a bnl- 
lidnt retinue, and by several regiments of choice 
troops, with a train of artillery in front Zulficar- 
klian, by whom he seemed to be governed in what- 
ever related to war and politics, placed himself with 
a body of old troops and a quantity of artillery, 
together with the imperial music, m front of the 
emperor Cocal-tash-khan, Jany-khan, Aazem-khan, 
and other chiefs, took post on the right wing, and 
the Turany nobles, such as Mahomed Amin-khan, 
Abdul Semed-khan, and Chm-khalich-khan, com- 
manded on the right Raja Mahomed-khan, with 
Hafiz-ullah-khan, and some other generals with 
their corps acted as light troops Reza Kuly-khan 
commanded the artillery 

On the opposite side Ferokh-siar, m compliance 
with custom, placed himself in the centre of his 
troops, seated upon a lofty elephant, having Abd- 
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iillah-khan before him, who with many other 
commanders were opposed to Zulficar-khan, while 
Khan-zeman and All Asgar with Chebilram Na- 
gar, were opposed to Cocal-tash-khan The action 
A\ as begun by Abdullah-khan, who advanced first 
against the Tm-any troops, and then inclining to- 
wards the aitilleiy, pushed past it, and closed on 
the enemy’s centre where was Jehandar-shah in 
per'^on, Hussein Ali-khan (suppoi ted by Fateh Ali- 
khan, commander of Ferokh-siar’s artillery, and by 
Zein-ed-din Ahmed-khan, son of Bahadui-khan 
Rohilla, as well as by the two illustrious brothcis, 
Mir Ashref and Mir Mushref ), directed his attack 
against Zulficar-khan This attack was steadily 
received by the imperialists, and Ferokh-siai’s 
troops fell into confusion They weie slam m 
heaps, and his bravest officeis as well as his oldest 
soldiers mowed down in his presence, covered the 
field of battle with their bodies Hussein Ah-khan, 
seeing how his best troops had suffered, closed at 
once according to the custom of good troops m 
Hmdostan, and jumping down from his elephant, 
he headed his men and engaged hand to hand 
A number of biave soldiers who followed per- 
foimed prodigies of lalour 

At length, Hussein Ali-khan having leceived 
seveial wounds, fell senseless on the giound and 
was trampled under foot His biothei Abdullah- 
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khan had no better fortune in attacking the Tura- 
mes , he was received by clouds of arrows, which 
threw his troops into confusion, and caused them 
to separate into several bodies, each of which was 
opposed to a body of the enemy Abdullah-khan, 
while thus exerting himself in the hottest part of 
the engagement, was carried away by the crowd 
without knowing whither, until he found himself 
amongst a body of about three hundred of bis 
own troopers parted from the standard-beanng 
elephant, and at a distance from the mam body 
of his division It was at this moment he saw 
himself singled out by one of the enemy’s gene- 
rals, who proved to be the same Seid Abdul- 
ghaffar who had sustained so shameful a defeat 
at llahabad. He proclaimed aloud who he was, 
and discharged an arrow at Abdullah-khan , the 
latter was as quick as he, and lodged an arrow m 
his enemy’s breast The genereJ finding himself 
dangerously wounded, quitted the field and retired 
to a distance Luckily for Abdullah-khan, he was 
joined at this cntical moment by a considerable 
body of his troops, with which he gamed an emi- 
nence, from whence he no sooner descried Jehan- 
dar-shah in the midst of his guards than he charged 
up to him, opening his way with showers of ar- 
rows ; availing himself of the disorder into which 
the enemy waS' thrown, he penetrated as far tis 
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emperor, who finding matters past recovery, thought 
now of his mistress Lal-koor, and taking her with 
him, he retreated in the dusk of the evening to- 
wards Acberabad Sucli was the state of tilings 
with the emperor , but vvuth Zulficar-khan they bore 
a verj’^ different aspect. This general, undismayed 
by the general di<=comfiture, had maintained his 
ground, and he ev en intended to renew the action as 
soon as he could bnng either the emperor or his son 
Eiz-ed-din to shew themselves at the head of the 
troops, but all his endeavours to deserve them 
proved abortiv'e, and sev^eral intelligent persons, 
who were prev^ailed on by dint of money and pro- 
mises to go m search, came back without getting 
any intelligence of them All his efibrts to recov^er 
the day and to drive the impenalists from the field 
failed, and the music of vuctorj^ already filled the 
air from the enemy’s army On the other hand, 
officers of all ranks surrounded Ferokh-siar, and 
addressed him with their congratulations This 
joy, however, was mingled vvnth the uneasiness he 
felt on observing that Zulficar-khan, surrounded by 
a strong body of veterans and by some artillery, 
did not quit the field of battle At last Ferokh- 
siar sent him this message “ He who pretended 
to the empire has relinquished the throne and fled • 
have you any pretensions yourself that you tarry 
so long after him ^ if you have, it is another affair 



sn AU-L J -MU 1 AKIILIUN 


75 


but if }ou lia\c not, and you arc only desirous of 
having an emperor of the hou<;c of Aurengzib, what 
ob)ections canyon ha^e to iny being that prince, 
instead of i\Ioi7-cd-din Jehandar-shah This mes- 
sage informed Zulficar-khan that things were past 
remedy, he marched off theicforc at the licad of 
his troops m good Older, maintaining, however, so 
respectable a front that no one ^ entured to follow 
him The emperoi meanM hile passed the night 
nt Acberabad, where he shaded his beaid like a 
Hindu, changed his apparel for a disguise, and 
taking his mistress Lal-kooi with him, he fled by 
night towards the capital, having around his per- 
son a number of people of all sorts personally at- 
tached to him On his arrival, instead of going 
to the citadel, he went to the palace of the old 
vezir, Assed-khan, who immediately seized and 
confined him Hardly had he been secured when 
Zulficar-khan himself arrived. 

Abdullah-khan on seeing the field clear of ene- 
mies, ordered strict search to be made for his 
brother, who was at last found lying on the ground 
speechless and senseless This foitunate disco- 
very was made by two of his attendants, one of 
whom remained by him, whilst the other went to 
give intelligence of the circumstance Abdullah- 
khan was so overjoyed, that he took off all the 
jewels he had on his person, and presented tliem 
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to the man who brought him the welcome news. 
Another account says, that on the servants dis- 
covering their master, they found him guarded by 
two officers at the head of a body of troops These 
were Leshker Ali-khan and Mokhtyar-khan, who 
were personally attached to Hussein Ali-khan 
A third account by Mahomed Hashem, the son of 
Khwaja Mir-khafi, a nobleman of distinction, who 
wrote the histoiy of the family of Timur, states 
that Hussein Ali-khan having received several dan- 
gerous wounds, had fallen senseless on the ground, 
where he had been stripped stark-naked, and it 
was in that condition that his servants found him 
speechless, after a laborious search. On receiving 
some assistance, he recovered his senses so far as 
to hear with pleasure of the victory of his party , 
nevertheless it was with much difficulty he was 
put m a palky and conveyed to his brother, who 
on seeing him so unexpectedly, prostrated himself 
on the ground and returned thanks to Providence 
for his safety 

Zulficai -khan, on arriving at his father’s palace, 
disapproved of the s6i4!;ure of the emperor’s person, 
and wanted to bring him again into the field to 
try a second time the fortune of war , for, as he 
had been so instrumental in raising Jehandar-shah, 
and in destroying Azim-ush-shan, the father of 
Kerokh-siar, he apjirehended nothing but seventy 
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fiom his son, and wanted to retne into tlieDeckan, 
a rich coiintiy, wheie his power was absolute, and 
wheie he thought himself capable of lesistmg the 
new empeioi His fathei intei posing his paiental 
authoiity, and adding entreaties and piayeis, pie- 
vailed on his son to lay aside all thoughts of oppo- 
sition, and to submit quietly to the new prince 
— a fatal acquiescence, which so piudent a man 
would have never thought of, had he not been 
under the influence of a fatality that huiried to a 
termination Assed-khan’s piospenty, and the ex- 
tinction of his family and the destiuction of his 
beloved son The old vezn, without any ceitainty 
of being well -1 ecened, and even at the imminent 
risk of his own life as well as that of his son, went 
to Feiokh-siar’s court, trusting to the credit he 
had acquired m Aurengzib’s family, and to the 
high legard constantly shewn him by both that 
piince and his successois 

Ferokh-siar was yet on the field of battle, when 
he resolved to assume the crown instantly , and 
on Thursday, being the fifteenth Zilhaj, in the year 
1124, he ascended the throne at day-break, and 
gave public audience Immediately after his 
inauguiation, Abdullah-khan introduced Chm- 
khaheh-khan, Abdul-semed-khan, and Maliomed 
Aniin-khan, with all the Turany nobles These 
generals paid their homage to the new empeior. 


15 Zillioj 
A H 1124. 

1 January 
AD 1713. 
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wnshed him long life and a prosperous reign, and 
were recened with distinction and pardoned* at 
the same time Abdullah>khan, attended by Lutf- 
ullah-khan Sadik, and some other chiefs of dis- 
tinction, received orders to depart immediately for 
the capital, m order to compose the minds of the 
people, and to establish order and tranquillity 
throughout the country’- He had likewise a com- 
mission to assume charge of the imperial palace 
and citadel, and chiefly of the pnnces of the blood 
confined therein Ferokh-siar himself followed in 
a week after, and on the fourteenth of IMuharrem 
he encamped close to the capital of Bara-palla, 
where, having sent for Abdullah-khan, he conferred 
on him the rank and command of se\en thousand 
horse, bestowed upon him the title of Kutb-ul- 
mulk, and rai'^ed him to the dignity of\c/ir. His 
brother, llu'^scm Ali-khan, w’as honoured wath the 
title of Elitimam-el-mulk, and was raised to the 
rank and command of '5e\en thousand hor'^c, to 
which was superadded the dignity of Emir-ul- 
omrah, as well as the high office of comniander- 
in-chicf of the forces 3IaIiomcd Arnm-khan was 
m.ulc second in command, with the addition of a 
thoii^-and horse to his actual command, and he rc- 
cened the title of Imad-ud-doulah. Chm-khalich- 
1 li.in, whf) enjoNcd already the command and rank 
of fne thou^-and horse, was ra^cd to that of seien, 
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and being; gi-atified \Mth tlic title of Nizam-el- 
nuilk, w as iin asted \\ ith the a icc-ro\ al^ of Dcckan, 
in lieu of Daud-klian Peny, \\ ho noted ns the lieu- 
tenant of Zulficar-klian Paud-khan aaos trans- 
ferred from the i^o\ernnient of the Deckau to that 
of Gu/crat KluAaja Hussein A\as honoured with 
the title of Senwaiu-cd-doula, and leccivcd the 
'«urnnme of Khan-tlow mn He wa*^ promoted to 
the rankof'JCAcn thou‘:and, and rcconcd the com- 
mand of si\ thou''and hor-^e Ahmed-bcg Coca, 
who had ‘Signalized hinwclf by much activity, and 
had icndcrcd important •sen ices, was honouicd 
with titles, promoted to the rank of six thousand 
horse, wuth the command of ti\c, and appointed 
third m command in the army 

There wais, Iiow’ca er, one jierson wdio rose more 
suddenly tlian all others to the highest dignities, 
and w hose eleA ation had so much influence OA^er 
the politics of Ferokh-siai’s leign This Avas Kazy 
Abdullah, the chief judge of Dacca He Avas 
knoATO for liaAing executed Avith success seA^eral 
commissions of consequence, and especially for 
having gamed over the Turany chiefs, he being a 
Turany himself Kazy Abdullah noAv appeared at 
couit, wdiere he w‘as dignified Avitli the high title 
of Aniir-jumlali, and Avas created Khan-khanan , 
he w^as also promoted to the command and rank of 
seA‘en thousand horse, and acquiied the utmost 
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confidence of the new monarch The latter seemed 
to ha^c no car but for him, and entru'^ted him Mith 
Ills pruate signet, althougli, ostensibly, he had no 
other office than that of judge of Dacca INIalio- 
med-jafer, the 'secretary of state, ho already en- 
joyed several offices, now rcccned the title of 
T akci rub-khan , and to his pi esent duties u as added 
that of lord high steward Scif-khan, a relation of 
Abdullah-khan, was created master of the horse, 
and offices and go\ ernments ere besto^^ ed on that 
minister’s t\\o joungcr brothers, as mcII as on all 
those vnIio anticipated promotion Abdullah-khan, 
the nc^^ \c/ir, dihgcntl} ajiplied himself to the 
duties of his office, in curbing the insolence mIiicIi 
some chicfi> had assumed durmtr the confusion in- 
CMtable in ci\il wars Ilapjiy had it been for tlic 
emperor had he directed his mind to that object, 
instead of painiitthc \\a\ for Ins own rum, b} de- 
molishiuL: most of tin ancient families, and espt- 
cialh that of the Miicrablc Asstd-khan, the late 
\c/ir, who wu" so uin\cr'-alh icsjiccted 

Asvcd-kiian rnarditd with Ins von to the impe- 
rial camp .it Barapdla, v litre thc_\ no sooner 
arrivfd than tht\ cvprt-sid a d( sire til p.i\mg 
the ir r< spirts to llu new emperor 'riiis w.is pre- 
t isd\ tin (tair'i which tin m w faiouriti, \inir- 
jumlali, (h sin d He v as jc.iloiis of .ill the old 
U‘>!)ditj., and funned the project of pulling <!own 
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e\crvonc of them, in oidci to make loom foi Ins 
o\\n frieiuls Atramst no one ^^as Ins hatred moie 
c\ce':‘'i\e than aixani'-t Znlficar-khan, whose dc- 
siniclion he ':on!^ht Amn-inmlah, howe\er, could 
lia\c eflcctcd but little, had Zulficar-khan only 
attended to the adMcc of llu‘ 5 «:cm Ali-khan, i\ho 
had generously oflcied Ins aid, and had solemnly as- 
sured him that if he chose to be introduced through 
ins mediation, not a hair of Ins head should be 
touched This oiler did not long icmam secret, 
and Annr-jumlah, yho jiciccivcd all the conse- 
quences of a union bct\\ccn Zulficai-khan and the 
Scids, exerted himself to oppose it. For tins jnn- 
])Osc he cmplo3'ed the new lord Ingh-stewaid Ta- 
kerrub-khan, a\ ho being a Mogul as well as Zul- 
hcar-khan, he thought he might ha^ e more influence 
ith that chief He was directed to persuade Zul- 
ficar-khan that the emperor was secretl)’- dissatisfied 
M ith the excessive power assumed bj^ the two Seid 
brothers , that to make Ins peace through their 
means would be to lean on a rotten leed adding,’ 
What need indeed is there of any mediation ’ It 
IS quite certain, that as soon as you shall have paid 
your respects, you will j'ourself become an object of 
solicitation to all the courtiers and nobles of the 
empire Your dignities and influence will be aug- 
mented by the emperor, who has the highest 
opinion of 3’^our talents , and I know he intends to 
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make use of them, and expects the greatest service 
from your attachment ” This language had the 
desired effect , and oaths of sincenty and attach- 
ment having been mutually exchanged, both by 
father and son, with Takerrub-khan, they seemed 
to give their confidence to the messenger The 
old man was m earnest, but the son could not 
divest his mind of doubts of the emperor’s inten- 
tions, as well as of his minister To dispel these, 
Amir-jumlah went himself to Zulficar-khan, and 
after having pledged his oaths to him, he bound 
his hands together with a shawl, and introduced 
him to the emperor. In this condition he paid his 
obeisance to the new monarch, whilst the vene- 
rable Assed-khan, saying a few words m extenua- 
tion of his son’s conduct, supplicated his forgiveness. 
The emperor, with every appearance of kindness, 
commanded his hands to be set at liberty, and a 
dress of honour to be brought in, with suitable 
jewels , he then dismissed the father, on account 
of his great age, but desired his son to remain 
m an outer tent for a few moments, as he had some 
questions of consequence to put to him, and some 
objects of moment on which he wished to have his 
advice. This unexpected proceeding rendered the 
old nobleman uneasy, and he went away m great 
anguish of mind As to the distressed son, he 
gave up all for lost ; but he was too far advanced 
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On that s\nu d i\ a iniinbi i of nioii wiic di- 
sjintoiiid to till' iitadoi of Dolili, wlioio, Immiii,'' 
p isH d a K itliorii tliono: about flic nock of Toliuiuhir- 
Hiali, tlio> straiujUd Inin aKo Altei such horrid 
ovcciitioiis the emperor \ciiturod to make a lii- 
umplial oiitr> into the imperial palace, and people 
liojied all such frifihtful scenes wcie at an end, 
but as soon as he \\as settled therein, it being; 
Tiicsdai, the seventeenth Muhariem, m the 1125 th 
jear of the Ilepini, he directed that Jehandar- 
shah's head should be li\cd on a spear, and his 
body thio\Mi across an clcjihant, to whose tail 
Zulficar-khan’s body was made fast, m order that 
both bodies might be exposed tlnoughout the most 
frequented jiaifs of the city, they wcie then 


17 MulmiTcin, 
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the how -‘String, and c\ en the princes of the blood 
were a*? incrcilc'^'^ly treated Ei7-cd-din, son of 
the laic Ah-tcbar, grand'^on of tlic late Aazem- 
shah, and even the yonnglToinayun-bakht, younger 
brother of Fcrokh-'^iai hmi'jclf, were deprived of 
si'^hl by a red-hot needle dmMi acro‘?s their eyes 
So many crueltic'^ ,it the commencement of a reign, 
and <;o many murders unncecssarily perpetrated, 
inspired such terror into the minds of every one, 
from the highest to the lowest, that people with 
the image of instant death constantly bciorc their 
eves, did not think, thenischcs safe for one single 
day , so that such ]icisons as were by their stations 
or by the duties of their ofliccs obliged to attend 
dail)' at court, never failed on returning home alive 
to icccivc the congratulations of their equals, and 
the odcimgs of their inferiors , and nothing was so 
common on coming home safe, as to distribute, 
late at night, money to the needy and alms to the 
hungry, just as it is custoraaiy for people to do 
when the}^ have escaped from some imminent 
peril 

It was in the midst of these proceedings that 
people perceived a coolness between the emperor 
and the two Seids , those two potent nobles who 
had saved his life at the risk of their own, and 
who had raised him to the throne The general 
discontents now grew to a great height, so much 



86 


SI YAR-UL-MUTAKHi.IlJN 


SO indeed, that in their consequences they pro- 
duced the rum of the imperial family, and the 
desolation of the whole empire The first spark 
of that fire that has since blazed out, and caused 
such a conflagration all over Hindoostan, was per- 
ceived on the following occasion. Abdullah-khan, 
immediately after the battle of Agra, had been 
despatched to the capital with orders to conciliate 
the minds of the people there, and to restore af- 
fairs to their usual channel Amongst other ar- 
rangements he bestowed the divani of the kha- 
lisah office, or first lord of the treasury, on Lutf- 
ullah-khan Sadik, the person associated with ium 
m that commission , he also confirmed Seid Amjed- 
khan m the office of grand-almoner, ^vlth which 
that nobleman had been invested so early as in 
the reign of Bahadur-shah Unfortunately, whilst 
he was bestowing these offices in virtue of his 
commission and office of vezir, the emperor ^vas 
disposing of the very same places on the plams of 
Acberabad, where he gave the supenntendence of 
the treasury to Chebilram Nagar, and the office of 
almoner to Afzul-khan, who had once been tutor 
to his children 

Some days after the emperor arrived at the 
capital, and upon his being required to confirm 
some offices of state, and some promotions, par- 
ticularly those two important ones, a long discussion 
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ensued between liim and the mmistei The latter 
observed, “ that if in the \ery beginning of his 
administration a wound should bo given to his 
authority, lie could no longer pretend to hold so 
responsible an office with credit to himself, or ad- 
\antage to the public,” on the other hand, Amir- 
lumlah inculcated into the mind of the emperor, 
that, be the powers ever so ample which sovereigns 
found it sometimes expedient to delegate to any of 
their servants for a time, still it would never an- 
s^^crthat a minister should forget himself so far, 
as to dispose of such offices of his own accord, 
without having previously obtained the king’s as- 
sent 

It was at last acreed that the khahsah should 

O 

remain ^^nth Lutf-ullah-khan Sadik, and that Afzal- 
khan should be made almoner This agreement, 
which seemed to ha^e effected aieconciliation, did 
not fail to leave a rancorous impression on botli 
sides Ferokli-siar had neither the genius, the 
lesolution, nor the penetration requisite for an em- 
peror He was mean-spirited, low-minded, and 
sordid , or, if at any time he chanced to shew 
any liberality, it was towards low, nle people, 
equally destitute of morals and capacity, when he 
would thoughtlessly lavish on them presents which 
they did not know how to use, and offices which 
they were unable to fill Feiokh-siai, who was 
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fond of keeping low company, naturally became 
Attached to such fe]Io^^s as Etikad-khan, and a ‘:ct 
of people on a par witli him. The triitli is, that 
liting totally unfit to conduct himself ^Mth rcspcc- 
tabiliU, he as more so to regulate the afiairs of 
an empire, and what ^^as still more unfortunate, 
Anur-juinlah, his farountc, a man of much ambN 
tion and of Inch pretensions, was stupid and ob- 
stmalc, and unlit for any juiblic office, though he 
wanted to supersede all the chiefs of the empire 
7’his unworth) favourite, ^\ilo made nothing of 
pulling down and ricstro} mg the families of sueJi 
jiersons as Assed-khan and Zulficar-khan, two men 
w hose ancestors had been in possession of honours 
and immense wealth for the tw'o last centuries, 
iUid had filled the highest dignities and offices of 
the slate, now endeavoured to overthrow the Seals, 
two nobles who had conferred the greatest obliga- 
tions on their king, <md who now figured m the 
world as tiic pnneip.il men at the court It was 
this wliieh wounded the jealous mind of Amir- 
jumlah, and v\ Inch planted diggers m Ins rancorous 
heart 

Hf»v, e\er. the disease that had fastened on the 
lit ils of the statt would h.ivc rif ler risen to sinh 
Inafl had not the adniinistrilion of the most im- 
portant .Ul, nr-' In < n neitlcctcd b) the verv pf rsons 
at tin Iliad of tin empire Tlie ve/ir Abdullah- 
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Kh.iii w.iv .1 ninn of abilitic'' iiuU’id, hut *-0 pa*'- 
vKUuiU K lontl of woim n, ‘'O .ul(li('lf<l lo fra'^ting. 
iiui'-u . mil (lanniiL:. .i'^ .is to ,ill kinds of 

ph isiin s, Hid ‘-n disiroim of < ivi , that ho loft iho 
whoh linn iLi nil 111 huih oj hn iniinonso hnnso- 
ho!d uul o| his hiulioliHc. to one Uat.in Chand, 
i niiin who li id hi i n oiu 1 \ u lad shc'pkoopor, and 

wlu' ii ill I v( nts. \\ IS t<HM nthnsi I'.iir in his false 
u liL'ioii* to di'-rh ir^o disp ission iti 1 \ 'ill tlu dniios 
ol Ills >-t ition. ind tiK) n irrow -inindod to f( cl the 
dclir ir\ of Im oHici , .iiid to .11 1 in i maniu r suited 
t<t It , Old ^^t this w IS tin 111 . ill who, under his 
iii.istirs 11 mu . r irrud e\cr\ thiiiLT with a hii:h 
hind, andtntovnl in uneontroiiled influence .ill 
o\( r Hiiuloost in '1 Inis, ni coiisnpienri of inca- 
p u it\ on tlu ji.iri of the kintr. and culp.ihli nei^lect 
on the ]nii ol the niinisier enniities aro'-e whuh 
trusludtlu { olunins of the throiu of Ihiher under 
their wii-ilit, nmihiiiLr in its nun the fall of the 
f.iniilit s of the tw o .Si. ids, .md ultimatelv clMiimiur 
lhe\er\ constitution ol the Lto\ernnient 

\inir-iunihdi .uul the ( iiiperor, w ith some others, 
contrned .1 scheme for scp.ir.itiiur the two Scid 
hrothers, wliose muon .uid presentc ajiiicarcd lo 
them too formidahle llw.vs proposed to Hussein 
All-khan, the Muuigest, to undertakcan expedition 
a^inst Ua|a Apt Sin^ R.ihtoie, a jiow'erlul Hindu 

• Ilatin Cluiul a Hindu, llu re ulcr nn^ suppose 
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pnnce, who since the demise of Aurengzib had 
assumed independence, and had been guilty of 
some unwarrantable actions, such as demolishing 
mosques, in order to raise idol-temples on their 
ruins m the very middle of his capital, Oodipoor. 
Such excesses had necessanly passed unnoticed 
dunng the reign of Bahadur-shali, who being con- 
stantly involved m cnil wars, or busily engaged 
against the Siks, had no time to spare foi so mfenor 
an object Tlie Siks formed a large body, who, 
from a fraternity of mendicants, had in his time 
become a formidable army, which plundered and 
desolated the whole province of Lahore ^ Hussein 
All-khan, fond of glory and military achievements, 
accepted the command, and he set out at the head 
of a numerous well-appointed host, accompanied 
by a well-served tram of artillery Amved in the 
Raja’s country he found him gone into a difficult 
mountainous tract, where he had concealed his 

* This body, composed for the most part of the Jatt race, has 
a faith pecuhar to itself Their great teacher. Guru Nanac^ eata* 
bhshed a code of morals founded on Deism, and permitted the 
reception of converts of all classes into the society From 
small begmnings at the commencement of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, the Siks now form a powerful nation, and their chief, 
Ranjit-sing, at the head of an army of a hundred thousand 
men, is perhaps the only formidable enemy the British nation 
in India has to apprehend Lahore is the capital of die present 
king, who has conquered Cashmere, Multan and Cabul, in addi- 
tion to the Penjah, dunng his ovn\ reign 
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laniil}^ Ills tieasures, and even his troops, not con- 
ceiving himself a match for so powerful an army , 
but what IS singular, is, that the Hindu pnnce was 
actually recemng letters from the capital, m which 
the emperor exhoited him to stand upon his de- 
fence, and to Cl ush the invader by every means m 
his powei The Raja, mistrustful of these proceed- 
ings, thought it more politic to come to terms and 
to obtain a pardon openly , but he Avould not ha\e 
gamed his object easily, if at all, had not Hussein 
All-khan, at this very time, received intelligence 
that the enemies of his family had availed them- 
selves of the opportunity afforded by his absence, 
to spread a snaie for entrapping his elder brother, 
Abdullah-khan The latter, who had no certain in- 
formation but who suspected mischief, sent letter 
after lettei to request his brother’s immediate at- 
tendance These letters rendered Hussein Ali-khan 
exceedingly anxious, and he thought it advisable 
to listen to the Raja’s proposals and grant him 
terms These were, that he should send his son 
to humble himself on his father’s name, before the 
imperial general, and that he should forward his 
daughtei to the imperial seraglio, with a large sum 
of money and suitable presents 

Hussein Ali-khan hanng thus put an end to the 
war, returned to the capital, where his ai rival 
laised a fresh feiment The two brothers, m con- 
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sequence of their influence and of their office, 'were 
applied to on every afiair, cml and military, but 
the public business a^'Us conducted through Amir- 
jumlah, who on his part endeavoured to render 
them as odious as possible , and in order to con- 
ciliate the favour of the public, he made a point to 
use dispatch in whatever appbcation 'vms made to 
him For (besides his being keeper of the pm-y 
seal) he had so tar engrossed his master's affection, 
that the latter had declared more than once in full 
court, that Amir-jumlah's word and sign-manual 
were Ferokh-siar's word and sign-manu»il. Amir- 

]umlah found so much account m fon;\'ardmg the 
• > 

business of individuals that he became ofi'ensive to 
the vezir Abdullah-khan and his deputy Eatan 
Chand, Avho so soon as he perceived the hand of 
Amir-jumlah in any afiair, or his signet on any 
patent, he was sure to put it aside for the time 
without letting it pass the seals of office , whereas, 
whoever made a suitable present to himself, and 
another to his master, was certain of carrpng his 
point with dispatch Such conduct could not fail 
to provoke the emperor. It must be confessed that 
this Hindu conceived such high notions of himself, 
both on account of his immense wealth and the 
great influence of his master, that he had become 
intolerably insolent, which rendered him obnoxious 
to the emperor, the more so as by representing 
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that the empress mother herself, out of regard 
to the oath she had taken upon the Koran at 
Azimabad Patna, and from scruples of conscience, 
more than once gave the two brothers secret 
advice of the plots forming against them. It ^vas 
under such circumstances that Hussein Ali-khan 
sohcited from the emperor the viceroj^alty of the 
Deckan, not that he intended to remam there 
himself, but he expected that the immense revenue 
derivable from so rich a government would enable 
him to mamtam his footing at court His object 
was only to place therem, as his lieutenant, the 
famous Dgiud-khan Peny, who was to remit to him 
the same sums which he used to pay to Zulficar- 
khan This was the very reverse of what the em- 
peror and Amir-jumlah desired, for they reckoned 
that he would repair to that nch, but distant 
country, and leave his brother alone This did 
not suit Hussein Ali-khan’s purpose, who thought 
it highly imprudent to leave his brother exposed to 
the resentment of the emperor, and to all the 
machinations of his enemies. This difference of 
opinion gave rise to a number of peevish expres- 
sions from both parties, and matters gained such a 
height, that the two brothers henceforward ab- 
stamed from appearing at court, and commenced 
to fortify their palaces, which they filled with 
troops The emperor, on heanng of this, sent for 
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Aniir-)umhh,^lahomc(l Ainin-khan,Khnn Doiiian, 
and '?onic ollier‘5. nith whom he held councils daj' 
and niijht, w nhoul eonnne: to any decision , for he 
was ‘-o irrc^ohile and <=o faint-hearted, that he 
could dctci iniiio on nothin? Alcanw hilc, the report 
of these dis>;cn''ions 'spread fai and near, and occa- 
sioned such a dcaith of all kinds of supplies in the 
capital, that the inhahitants, as well as tra\cllcrs, 
found it difhcult to obtain the necessaries of life , 
on which account, Icttci" and incs‘;n<xcs w'crc con- 
tinualU passing and i epassmg betw ecu the emperor 
and the two brothcis God knows how' far the 
distresses of the pool might ha\c been earned, 
had not the empress mothcr*^ been so aflcctcd by 
w'hat she heard of their miseries, that she came 
out of the palace and Ansitcd Abdullah-khan, on 
wdiose mind she gamed suflicicnt iiiflueiicc to 
induce him to be reconciled to the emperor, on 
condition that the twm brothers, on going to pay 
their respects, should be at liberty to take such 
precautions for their owm safety as they should deem 
necassary, after w'hich they should attend at court 
as heretofore The tw'o brothers now appeared 
before the emperor, implored his forgiveness for 
the errors of then past conduct, and bitterly com- 

^ Great must have been the distress to justify a Mussulman 
pnneess, 'whatever her nge^ going openly to visit a mimster , but , 
wc find throughout the Intban lnstor3% frequent ebsregard of 
forms "when called for, to obtain essential objects 
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plained of Ins permitting certain insinuations to fill 
his imperial mind with suspicions, and to estrange 
his royal mind from his zealous and faithful ser- 
vants Growing warm with the subject, they both 
loosened their sabres from their sides, and placed 
them at the emjieror’s feet, while the eldest went 
on with the following address “ If wc be guilty, 
here are our two heads, and there arc our swords , 
or if remembrance of our past services should rendei 
our execution unwelcome, divest us of our offices, 
and dismiss us altogether from your service, that 
we may be permitted to make a journey to the house 
of God,^ by which we may reap eternal honours 
m nsiting the tomb of the prince of men, our illus- 
trious ancestor,i Ah, on whom be peace for ever and 
ever! Or if your majesty chooses to require further 
services from us, and to keep us near your sacred 
person, vouchsafe to dismiss your suspicions, and 
cease to listen to the suggestions of a set of cove- 
tous, envious, and designing tale-tellers, who are 
perpetually aiming at the lives of your faithful 
servants, without once regarding how much blood 
we have spilt in the imperial cause Be reconciled. 
Sire, we pray you, to these your two approved 

^ Mecca 

f All Seids are supposed to be lineally descended from Ah 
the cousin and Fatima the daughter, through their two sons 
Hassan and Hussein, the latter of whom fell at Kerbelln 



sn \ u-i I - "Nil I A K II I in \ 


07 


''Cnant'; and cca‘?c to harboin sentiment"? equally 
rcpumiant to that scn‘?e of gratitude so natural to 
gcnciou"? iniiuK, and to the "^tabilit^ of a compact 
conscemted by the mo'?t ‘solemn oaths ” 

Till"? ‘•ccnc ‘?ccmcd to aflcct the emperor, and it 
produced a momentarv reconciliation After many 
conference'?, it \\a‘? agreed that the only \\a'\ to 
put an end to thc‘?c di‘?<?ension‘? mu'? to jiart the 
t\\o ad\cr'?arics Amir-pimlah wa"- ordcicd to quit 
the comt, and to lepair to A/imabad Patna, the 
go\ eminent of ^\hlch \\a<? given him for an honour- 
able exile, and Ilmscin Ah-khan agiccd to set out 
for his \lccro\alt^ of the Deckan, where nothing 
but his prc'?encc could curb the rcfractoi}’’ chiefs 
of those countries, and give confidence to those 
that had submitted This arrangement, which 
'satisfied both paities, was not palatable to Amii- 
jumlah, who thought himself sacrificed to the re- 
sentment of the tw'o brothers, whereas, m reality, 
the w'hole intention of the emperoi w'as to increase 
his favourite’s means of pow'cr, and to exasperate 
his mind against his rivals Hussein Ali-khan’s 
patent w'as now drawm up, and orders w'^ere issued 
to the several governors of provinces and fortresses 
throughout the six and a half soobadanes or pro- 
vinces of the Deckan, m wdiatever station they 
might be, to submit to the new viceroy, and to be 
hencefoitli obedient to his commands Tw^o letters 

VOL I H 
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of recal v.'ere likewise despatched ; one to Chin- 
khalich-khan Nizam-nl-mulk, the present \iceroy 
of the Deckan, to repair to the presence ; and the 
other to Daud-khan Peny, governor of Gnzerat, 
requiring him to repair to Boorhanpoor, there to 
await the new nceroy’s amval, whose commands 
he w'as to obey. Such were the contents of the 
pubhc letters ; but a secret communication was at 
the same time conveyed to Daud-khan, enjoining 
him to lay in wait with a strong army at Boorhan- 
poor, m order to destroy Hussein Ah-khan and his 
troops, iMth a promise that he should himself be 
appointed viceroy m case of his success. After 
despatching these secret instructions, the emperor 
resolved to celebrate his nuptials with Ajit Sing’s 
daughter, as we shall ^oon relate, but as Daud- 
khan Peny is about to cut so great a figure m our 
history, it will be as well to give in this place some 
account of him, and of the disturbances to which 
his imprudence had given nse between the Mussul- 
mans and Hindus of Ahmed-abad in Gui^erat, 

In the second year of that ofi&cer’s administra- 
tion, which was likewise the first of the emperor’s 
reign, it happened that in the night m which the 
Hindus perform the ceremony of the Huh, one of 
them was gomg to do so m his own house-yard, a 
small part of which was connected wth some Mus- 
sulman’s houses, when the latter objected to it. 
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fire to the shops m the market-place, and to many 
Hindu houses. Thev "would have s:one on burning: 
and destroying, had they not been opposed by one 
Capur Chand, a ]evrel merchant, much m favour 
"uith the governor, and a Auolent opponent of the 
Z^Iussulmans This man, seeing his own house in 
danger, armed liimself and fnends, shut the gate 
and defended it He placed musketeers over the 
gate, opened loop-holes through the parapets, and 
in the ensuing fray numbers of lives were lost. 
The disturbance continued for some davs, all the 
shops were shut, and business m as at a stand At 
length the tumult subsided, the I\Iussulmans, who 
thought themselves aggrieved, deputed three per- 
sons of character to carry their complaints to court 
These were the verj* men that had been selected 
on a former occasion to manage an accommodation 
between the hlussulmans on one side and the 
governor and Hindus on the other They were, 
Shah Abdul-ivdiid, Shah IMahomed Ah (an emi- 
nent preacher), and Abdul-aziz Daud-khan, who 
found himself identified m this affair, deputed 
Capur Chand, after haiang put into his hand a 
narratne of the whole transaction, signed by the 
governor, the kazy, the commander of the troops, 
and all the cro\An officers, which certified that the 
Hindus were not in the wrong, and that the j\Ius- 
sulmans were the agf^ressors As soon as the three 



\n-i t -Ml 1 \Kiij in\ 


10 ] 


OopulK'- .uincil .it the c.ipit.il, thc^ wcic cast 
into |nison thiough the influence ol Unt.an Chniul, 
wlu) found means to ‘'tiflc then complaints And 
(lod onh know'' how Ion? these innocent jicrsons 
h.ul u m.iined in confinement, had not Khwaja 
'M.dioined .T.ifei , .1 (k r\ ish, thanced to hcai ofthem 
and uso his interest m their behalf This holy 
m.m was no Ic-s a ju. r^on than brother to Khan 
Douran, one of the jirmcijial nobles of the court, 
.1 pious m.m. who Inving devoted himself to God, 
had 1 enounced the world and lived retired It 
was m his retreat that lie heard of K.it.m Chand s 
cruel parti.ditN, and m eonsecpicncc he rccpicsled 
his brother to proem e the release of those unfoi- 
tunatc persons I'his conduct made such an im- 
pression u|)on one of them, Shah Mahomed Ah, 
that from that moment he attached himself for cvci 
after to his beiicfactoi 

Wc shall now say a few' words about the em- 
]ieror’s nuptials with the d.uightci of the Hindu 
jirmce Raja Ajit .Sing Her father, m dismissing 
her, gave into her hands a numbei of important 
papeis to deliver to the emperoi, among wdiich 
vveie the letters and ordei he had receiv^ed foi 
opposing and destroying Hussein Ab-khan Whe- 
ther during the nobleman’s jouiney to court, or 
during the Hindu piince’s icsidence m his palace, 
IS not kiiovvm, but it is ceilam that Hussein Ah- 
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khan found means to get possession of these papers, 
and also to appease the inquietude of the pnncess 
on finding that they had been in his hands. These 
papers were subsequently produced by the two 
brothers to the emperor, who made an apology to 
them, and his mother effected a reconciliation 
between her son and the Seids. This explanation 
put an end to the dissension, and Amir-jumlah’s 
exile from court induced the emperor to celebrate 
his nuptials with the Rana, after which it had 
been agreed that Hussein Ali-khan should set out 
for his government in the Deckan 

The emperor commanded his household-officers 
to make the necessary preparations for their mar- 
nage Hussein Ali-khan conceiving his honour 
concerned in rendering the ceremony very splendid, 
as the pnncess had been brought to court through 
his means, and had been all this while lodged 
m his palace, and treated as his own daughter, he 
made it a point to give to that solemnity all the 
magnificence for which Hindoostan is famous. 
He accordingly made such preparations both for 
the bride and the bridegroom, as exceeded ail that 
had ever been heard of in the capital, or that iiad 
been made for the greatest rajas and kings of the 
Deckan, or even for the magnificent emperors of 
Hindoostan The furniture, jewels and illumina- 
tions', surpassed by far all those prepared by the 
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emperor himself As coon as night eame on, an 
infinitY of lights in imitation of stars threw out at 
once sucli a bla7c, as seemed to dispute ])rc-emi- 
ncncc with the luminous firmament itself, and to 
reproach it amIIi its inferior twinkling, then again 
artificial parterres, by the Aaricty of llicir colours, 
ga\c the beholder an idea of the celebrated gardens 
of Irem,* exhibitions of all sorts connected ^Mth 
splendid entertainments enabled the lowest man 
111 the city to partake of them Surjinsc, delight 
and hilarity jienaded all classes, and such was 
the concourse of spectators, that the streets and 
markets of the immense city of Dehli seemed to 
have become narro^^ er and scarcely able to con- 
tain them At last, after sei oral days, the empeior, 
attended by his whole court, repaired to Hussein 
Ah-khan’s palace, where an illustrious assembly 
waited to recene him, and the reading of the 
marriage-ritual haiing closed the ceremony, the 
emperor took his bride away to his imperial habi- 
tation This event occurred on Thuisday the 22d 
of Zilhaj, m the year of the Hegii*a 1127 

Who would have thought that such a scene of 
pleasure and universal joy, would have been fol- 
lowed so shortly by religious dissensions ’ Shah 
Abdullah, a dervish from Multau, having come to 
the capital on some business, took up his abode 

• The gmlcii ol Pntaclise 


22 Zillmj, 
ah 1127 

7 December, 
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near the gicat mosque, where he often pieachccl 
to crowded audiences, among whom lie soon 
acquired so mucli celebrity, that the very passages 
to that mosque were always thronged. Once, lie 
went to pay a visit to Khwaja Jafci, the brother of 
the mmistci, Khan Douran, of whom we have 
already spoken; and, on observing that some of 
the lattci's followcis and disciples saluted him by 
prostiatmg themselves, and also that the singers 
wlio frequented that holy letieat made it a piac- 
ticc to sing verses m honour of the Prophet and 
his sacred offspring, he felt scandalized, and re- 
marked that prostration was due to God alone, 
and consequently indecent towards man , that to 
listen to songs and verses m matters of leligion, 
was forbidden , and that to content oneself witli a 
few praises m honour of the prophet m older to 
launch out m the praises of his descendants, with- 
out saying a word of his four vcneiablc successons, 
was repugnant to the true principles of Islam 
Khwaja Jafer answered, that, as religious per- 
sons, as well as their followers, acknowledge the 
omnipresence of no being but that of God, it was im- 
possible that they sliould require proslmtion to be 
made to any ollici being, but that men wlio m their 
icligious 7cal fancied God to be every where jire- 
sent, and therefore prostrated themselves on that 
ground and kissed it devoutly, could not be con- 
demned 
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“ A': to the singing, and the vcises of public 
singcis, these people smg nothing but wliat they 
ha\c learned from their inasteis, in which I do not 
Intel fere, and if ^ou knoM of any ^elses m praise 
of the four successors of the Prophet,* pray 
iiupait tlieni to these people, that they may sing 
ihcm, and adojit the practice at all times and in 
all places ” This answer did not satisfy Shah 
Abdullah, who, being opposed to the Shiahf sect, 
went away discontented, and, on the ne\t Friday, 
lie icflcctcd on Khwaja Jafer, and openly con- 
demned his faith He added some invidious asser- 
tions for instance, that All IMuitaza, the son of 
Abu-talib, was not within the pale of tlie saints — 
that it w as impropci to call him a Seid — and that 
the expression of ‘fire pure bodies’] w'as contrary 
to the true principles of the faith , foi whoever 
should admit it, rrould thereby exclude the thiee 

^ The kh ihi Abu Beer 
— Onnr 
— Othnnn 
— Ah 

+ The Shnhb clen\ the Icgitimntc titles ot the three first 
kh lilts, but consider All to be the first real khabf, and tlint his 
descendants h\ Fatim i,thc daughter ot the Prophet, partake an 
some degree ot the s inctity of the ancestors 

^ the fi\ e pure bodies, or hoh personages, are meant. 

The prophet IMahomtvw 
His d uighter Fatima , 

His son-m-hn\ Ah , 

And then* sons Hassan and Hussein 
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first khalifs as not being equally pure He added 
se\eral other expressions, all tending to depre- 
ciate the Shiah sect, and to cast reflections upon 
its tenets and practice, Klnvaja Tafcr, on hcanng 
of that sermon, sent him word that to drop sucli 
expressions from the pulpit was dissonant from the 
current belief, and repugnant to the custom and 
usages of the faith , that it must give offence, and 
might possibly excite dissensions He observed 
that if he would come to his humble cottage, or 
to any other place where a number of leamcd per- 
sons should be assembled, he flattered himself 
that the trouble he would be put to would not be 
without ad\antage, as he might find an opportu- 
nity of having his doubts removed by reason and 
by the authority of tradition This message Mas 
rcccned Mith pccinshncss and resentment, and, a 
fcM days after, a multitude of thoughtless young 
men, of Persian extraction, having assembled at the 
moscjue, placed thcinsehes at scrmon-timc oppo- 
site the preachers, Miih their beads and amulets 
of Kcrbclla-cla) * before them, using at the same 
tunc threatening gestures Tins behaviour Mas 
resented by tMO or lliree thousand folloMers of tlic 

* Krrh'll't, m Mt'sopo*nnH'i, thr arc tntoinbMl 

ibf mil of 10 ho ftll m Ins ( ontt /i ol, thf 

1 c^f nnd rir -iru^ fornuil of tiu clu} ot tomb art 

IkM in In^b I 'Min iMo \ h\ tin Slinb^, and nrt ''UpjKi'i d to jUM* 
C'l quali^iei 
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Sunny sect, who suspecting this scene to have 
been concerted by Khwaja Jafer, and that it was 
intended to set then preacher at defiance, took 
fire, and falling upon the young men Avith impious 
and blasphemous reproaches, drove them out of 
the mosque This aSair might have ended tliere , 
but an ill-fated Hindu, who was a military man of 
some character, and had come to hear the sermon, 
chancing to go out immediately after them, was 
obsen^ed by one of the servants of the mosque, 
who taking him to be one of those that had just 
given so much offence, ran after him ^vlth the in- 
tention to stop or kill him , but the Hindu hawng 
turned round, and in self-defence hawng killed his 
assailant, he was immediately beset by some 
others, who hacked him to pieces , nor would the 
multitude, foi three days together, suffer his body 
to be removed, being m ex:pectatiou of gettmg 
some further light from such as might come to 
take him away After this unhappy affair, some 
of the most zealous of the preacher’s followers 
having gained access to the principal courtiers, 
and through them to the throne, went m a body to 
the emperor, and complained that Khwaja Jafer 
wanted to create a schism m the Sunny sect, 
similar to that which had been excited in the reign 
of Bahadur-shah, when that prince attempted to 
introduce the words “ Ah is heir to God’s elect ” 
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into lli(> (rcid, and llic} addirl, fhat 

as vonnJhnif' ‘'idl more sirions s( { innd lo la in 
ai^ilaJion, il uasbctOr that Hu* lt<id< r should la* 
c(innnand(d t<> (inil the capital 

Oiu \\onld h.udl\ b( In that so small .i m.ittc r 
shonld liaM. laisid such a roinnmtion in that 
unnumsc c il\ (oi when as, he rt lc»f<»u , it was 
c oininon t noimdi tc; si i prolfs^rd mm^o rs t,'oin«; 
about tin sire i ts, sinuin^' tin* praisi s oi the pnia 
and ho!\ faindv, and nninbt rs tnem of k.irncd 
nun used oln n to stop ,ind to take jdc.isnrc m 
he .uni': the II music, \et now matters were so 
altered, that such sin^i rs wen sun oi bem;: 
hotited, and .lecnstd of impiet\ ,md bl.isphcmy 
'I’lie empeior, on he. inn" of this disturbance, con- 
sulted the ka/') Sheri.it-ull.ih-kh.in on the snbjec t, 
as the most eminent cIimik th.il .ittended the court 
He .msw'eied, that wh.it bh.ih Abdull.ih h.ul said 
would not stand the test of examination with the 
best treatises on the Simn^ tenets, and that there- 
fore it would be ddheult to eoiniet Khwaja Jafer 
of heterodoxy , but as, on the other hand, it would 
be jiroper to put an end to this ferment, he ga\c 
it as Ins prnate opinion th.it the Khw.ija shonld 
be rccpnredto change his abode, by letning to the 
suburbs Tins opinion was no sooner rumoured 
abroad than Khan Donran, one of the jnmcipal 
nobles of the court, having sent ioi the jneachei, 
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iiujmrod of linn N\liut ini'^lit be Ins object in eoiiniig 
so f.n to the capU.il Kh.ni Dour.ni despatched Ins 
business in a lew da\s and liainif^ wished him a 
prospeions joiinicN toMnltan,his natne country , lie 
returned tlnthci In tins niannei the coniniotion, 
which lime a tlneatenincr aspect, subsided at once 
In till M'ai 1 1‘2S of the Ilejina, bcniij the ^ 
fifth of Terokh-siars leiirn, a blooih action look ' 
])Iaec in the plains ol the Pciijab, between the 
Siks and the Inipenabsts, ni winch the lattei 
coniniandcd b> \bdul-scnied-khan ^lcclu^ of that 
pruMiicc. [TAie those frcebooteis a signal defeat, 
and their general, Benda, fell into the Mctoi s 
hands Tins barbarian, whom natuic had lornied 
for a butchci , trustmu; to the numbers and repeated 
successes of those other butchers he commanded, 
had inflicted u]ion God s cicntiircs ciuclties cvcecd- 
ing all belief, and had laid waste the whole jiio- 
Miicc of Lahore Flushed with these victories, he 
e^cn aspired to a crown Benda was of the Sik 
persuasion, attached to the tenets of Guui Goviiid 
These people, from then birth, oi from the moment 
of their admission, if they ciitei as proselytes, ncvci 
cut or shave either their beard oi wdnskei's, or any 
hair w hatevei of then body They form u paiticulai 
society, wineh distinguishes itself by w'earmg blue 
garments, and going aimed at all times When a 
person is once admitted into that fraternity, they 
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make no scruple of associating with him, of what- 
ever tnbe, clan, or race he may have been hitherto, 
nor do they betray any of those scruples and preju- 
dices so deeply rooted m the Hindu mind.* This 
sect or fraternity, which first became powerful 
about the latter end of Aurengzibk reign, has for its 
chief, Guru Govind, one of the successors of Nanec 
Guru, the founder of the sect Nanec w'^as the son 
of a gram merchant, of the Katn tube, who in his 
youth was as remarkable for his good character as 
for the beauty of his person, and for his talents. 
Nor was he destitute of fortune There was then, 
m those parts, a dervish of note, called Seid 
Hussein, a man of eloquence as well as of wealth, 
who having no children of his own, and being 
struck with the beauty of the young Nanec, con- 
ceived a great regard for him, and charged himself 
•with his education. As the young man •n’^as early 
introduced to the knowledge of the most esteemed 
■writings of Islam, and initiated into the principles 
of our most approved doctnnes, he advanced so 
much in learning, and became so fond of his 
studies, that he made it a practice m his leisure 
hours, to translate literally and make notes and 
extracts of our moral maxims Those which made 
the deepest impression upon him •n'’ere •written in 

* This alludes to the touching or eating mth persons of im- 
pure casts, in regard to Trluch the Hindus are so tenaaou<; 
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the idiom of Pciiinb lii'^ maternal language At 
lenetli he connected them intoordci. and put them 
into ler'^c B\ thi'> time he had «:o far ‘'haken ofl 
iho^^e prejudice*' of IIindui‘'ni w Inch he had imbibed 
with hi'^ milk, that he became quite another man 
Ills (ollection becoming c\tensnc, it look the forni 
of a book which he entitled Grant, and he became 
famous m the time': of the Emperor Baber, from 
which time he was followed by multitudes of con- 
Acrts This book is to this day held m so much 
\cncration and esteem amongst the Siks, that they 
ne\ cr touch or i cad it w ithout assuming a respectful 
posture, and m rcalitv , as it is a compound of w hat 
Nance had found most \aluablc in those books 
which he had been perusing, and is written woth 
much force, it has all the merit peculiar to truth 
and sound sense 

In times of >orc, the religious persons of that 
fraternity could not be distinguished, either m 
their garb or their usages, from the IMussulman 
denishcs, nor is the diflerence easily perceptible 
e\cn to this day They live m communities both 
in Milages and towms, and their habitations are 
called Sangats, wdiere we ahvays see some one 
who presides over the rest Nanec, their patriarch, 
left only two children, one of whom, wdien grown 
up, used to amuse himself m hunting and m other 
pleasures, in which he has been imitated by his 
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Gualmr Thcgovcrnoi executed his ojclcis pi omptly 
Some time after this, Tegh Bahadur suffered death , 
and hiv body being cul into fuui quaitcis, was e\- 
jioscd at tlic foul gates of the foi tress of Gualiai 
This act ^^as followed by serious consequences 
Hitherto the Siks wore only the religious gaib, 
^\Ithout any kind of arms Guiu Govmd having 
succeeded to his father, rc-orgamzed his numerous 
bands into companies oi troops, which he put under 
the command of his most confidential disciples, to 
whom ho gave orders to pioMde themselves wuth 
aims and hoises As soon as he saw^ them accou- 
tred and mounted, he commenced plundering the 
countij and raising contributions This conduct 
did not go long unpunished the fojdars*" of the 
province uniting, fell upon the freebooteis, and dis- 
persed them, and Guru Govind’s two sons having 
fallen alive into their hands, w'ere put to death. 
The father’s situation w'as now become nearly 
as dangerous hunted down like a wild beast, he 
retired to a strong-hold , but he was preeluded 
from escaping to his country and family beyond 
Serhind, the intermediate country being full of 
tioops In this critical situation, he applied to the 
Afghans living beyond Serhind, and promised them 
a large sum of money if they wmuld conduct him 
to a place of safety A number of these people 

* Fojehr, t c miliUiy commander 
\ OL I I 
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accepted the proposal, and coming dow from tlieir 
mountains, recommended him to let his beard and 
whiskers, and the hair of every othei part of his 
body, grow , and then clothing him in a short blue 
tunic like that worn by themselves, brought him 
out of his retreat, and carried him through the 
whole country m perfect safety Whenever any 
one enquired who he was, they answered that he 
was one of their holy men of the town of Oucha 
Guru Govind having been so lucky as to extncate 
himself out of this difficulty, retamed the Afghan 
garb m memory of that event, and he henceforward 
made it the distinctive dress of his followers. No 
one was fiom that time received as a proselyte 
unless his hair and beard were long, and unless he 
adopted the garb of the proper pattern. The loss 
of his children affected Guru Govind so deeply that 
he shortly after died of gnef He was succeeded 
by Benda Guru, of whom we have before spoken 
This infernal monster having assembled multitudes 
of desperate fellows, all as enthusiastic and as 
blood-thirsty as himself, commenced to rai-age the 
country with unheard of barbarity They spared 
no Mussulman, whether man, woman, or child, 
pregnant women were ripped open, and their chil- 
dren dashed against their faces or agamst walls. 
The emperor Baliadur-shah shuddered at hearing 
of such atrocious deeds, and was induced to send 
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again*;! tliosc bnrbanan*; not only the troops of the 
]iro\ nice, but two olhci ai inics commanded by Klian> 
Klianan and J\] unaim-khan, w lio at the head of thirty 
thou‘;and hor‘;e surrounded the foi t of Loghar, Mdiere 
they besieged him HaMiig defended liimself for 
<;omc time, Benda cont^^cd to escape He was 
pursued by the troops which had united under 
hlahomcd Amin-khan, Asgar-khan, and Rustem- 
dil-khan, but he again extricated himself He 
kept each body of tlie king’s troops perpetually on 
the ^\ mg , for he no sooner escaped tliem at one 
place, than he suddenly appeared m an opposite 
direction, and destroyed every thing b)'- fire and 
sword, niassacreing cicr}’- IMussulman, and de- 
stroy mg their mosques and tombs Such was the 
state of things \ihen Bahadur-shah departed this 
life His children, occupied m disputes for the 
throne, had no time to spare for checking the Siks, 
so that their power at last became very formidable 
On the accession of Ferokh-siar, Islam-khan, 
nceroy of Lahore, received orders to destroy those 
freebooters, but he was totally defeated m a pitched 
battle, and after losing the greatest part of his men, 
he retired to Lahore cm ered with disgrace Benda, 
elevated by so unexpected a success, recommenced 
his atrocities ANnth additional fury It was some 
time after this battle that Bayezid-khan, the com- 
mandant of Serhmd, hearing of the approach of 

I 2 
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Benda, went out to oppose him He was encamped 
without the walls, when in the e\cning, having 
retired to a private tent, he was jiei forming tlie 
afternoon prayeis, a Sik having crept under the 
Avail of the tent, inflicted on him a mortal wound 
as he was in the act of piostration, and m the con- 
fusion which ensued the as':assin cfTectcd his escape 
This intelligence having reached the cajutal, the 
emperor commanded Abdul-scmcd-khan, aTurany 
chief, then viceroy ofCashmcic, to march against the 
Siks, and at the same tunc conferred the gov ernment 
of Lahore on his son Zachariah-khan This general, 
who afterwards became so famous, had with him 
many thousand soldiers of his own nation, with sev c- 
ral commandersof high distinction, such as Kamcr- 
ed-dm-khan, Mahomed Amin-khan, and Asgar- 
khan To this army the cmpcior added several 
of his own guards, such as the Wala-Shahics and 
Ahedies 

With these reinforcements, Abdul-semcd-khan, 
who waited only for a train of artillery, proceeded 
to Lahore, having appointed his own slave Arcf- 
khan his lieutenant at Cashmere during his absence, 
and taking with him the tioops he found encamped 
at that city On coming up with the enemy, his 
troops fell with such fury upon those barbarians 
that they completely crushed them , nor did the 
imperialists give over the pursuit until they had 
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uulnclY dispersed the enemy Benda stood Ins 
uunind at fn 'll, and fought dc'^lieratcly, for, although 
beaten and vigorou'^ly puisued, he retired fiom post 
to po'5t, like a '^a\age of the wildcrne''S, and while 
losing his own men, he occasioned heavy losses to 
his piirsiici's At last, worn out by incessant flight, 
he 1 ctircd to Goordaspoor, m hci c this chief had long 
since built a strong fort, m winch his followers kcjit 
their wi\cs and families with the booty they ac- 
quired in their incursions The imiierial general 
laid siege to this jilacc , nor was it unfurnished 
with proMsions, though the multitudes that had 
successively retired thither mcic so considerable 
The besiegers, howcvci , were so vigilant, that not 
a blade of grass nor a gram of coin could find its 
way into the fort , so that at last, the magazines 
within being exhausted, a famine commenced its 
ravage amongst the besieged, who (contraiy to the 
prejudices of their religion) ate asses, horses, and 
even oxen , and such was the desperate resolution 
of the garrison, that no one talked of submission, 
till having consumed all that could be conveited 
into food, and having suffered from a bloody flux 
that broke out among them, the survivois asked for 
quarter, and offered to open their gates The im- 
perial general requiied them to repair to an emi- 
nence, where they were called on to deposit then 
aims The famished wictches, icduced to comply 
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With these conditions, conformed to it, when, hav- 
ing been bound hand and foot, they were made 
over to the troops, who had orders to carry them 
close to a iivei that ran under the walls, and therein 
to throw the bodies, after having beheaded the 
pnsoners The officers being put in irons, were 
mounted upon lame, worn-down, mangy asses and 
camels, with each of them a paper cap upon Ins 
head, and with such a retinue the general entered 
the city of Lahore in triumph Bayezid-khan’s 
mother, an old Turany woman, who Jived m that 
city, heanng that her son’s murderer was amongst 
tlie pnsoners, requested her attendants to point 
him out to her , when, ascending a terrace that 
overlooked the street, she lifted up a large stone 
which she had provided, and let it fall so luckily 
that she killed him on the spot. The old lady after 
this action said, that being revenged she should 
now die satisfied This action worked as a signal, 
and roused the people of Lahore, so that the gene- 
ral, conceivmg that the prisoners would be killed 
by the mob, ordered them to be conveyed to a 
place of safety amongst the baggage, where they 
were covered with trappings of elephants and 
every thmg that could conceal them. The next 
day he left the city at day-break, "with the inten- 
tion of presenting them alive to the emperor By 
way of precaution, they %vere left to the care of 
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K imor-ril-din-khan, and his own son, Zachanah- 
Khan, nndci ,i stronjj escort As soon ns tliey 
had .luiNcd on (he outsknlsof the city, the cm- 

)HToi vent out Mahomed Ainin-khan with ordcis to 

linin: (hem in. mounted as (hev m’cic, but pre- 
( I (led 1>\ a numbei of heads upon pikes Amongst 
dll' imisoners was Benda, with liis face smeared 
with bluk, and a woollen cap placed on his licad 
Th it wretch liaving been biought bcfoic the cm- 
jUMoi. wasordeud to the castle, where he was shut 
up widi his son, and two or three of Ins chief com- 
manders. The others were earned (a hundred 
<\cr\ da^') to the town hall, where they W'crc bc- 
he.uled until the whole number of them w'as com- 
pleted M hat IS snimilai, these people not only 
btha\ed ])atienth during the execution, but they 
tontended for the honour of being fiist executed 
At lemrth Benda himself w’as produced, and his 
son being jilaeod on his laji, the fathei w^as ordcied 
to cut hisdiioat, w'hieli he did wathout uttering one 
word Ills llcsh was then ordered to be torn oft' 
with red hot pincers, and it w'as in those torments 
that he expired, exjnating by his dcaUi, in some 
measure, the cnoimitics he had himself committed 
on the peoidc of God ■* Mahomed Amin-khan, 
struck w'lth the appearance of Benda, could not 
hel]) addressing him “ It is suipiismg (said he) 
lli( imliitr ilUuli' tc m piirUcuhr 
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that one Avho shea’s somnch acnlcncss n\ Ivis coun- 
tenance, and has displayed much ability in his 
conduct, should have been guilty of such hoind 
Climes, that must infallibly luin him m this world 
as well as m the next.” With the gicatcst com- 
posme he leplicd, “ I will tell you what, my loid, 
whenever men become so coiiupt and wicked as 
to relinquish the path of equity, and to abandon 
themselves to all kinds of excesses, then ProvidcncQ 
nevci fails to raise iqi a scourge like me, to chastise 
a race become so depiaved *, but when the mcasuic 
of punishment has been ftllcd, then he laiscs up 
such a man as you, to bung him to punishment ” 
We have already 1 elated how it had been agreed 
between the two i ival parties at court, that upon 
Amii-juinlali’s quitting the capital, Hussein Ali- 
khan should icpair to his post in the Dcckaii, and 
it has been seen how his depaiturewas delayed. 
At last, aftei having accomplished all his purposes, 
he dcpaitcd, but not without fiisticpaiiing to couit, 
and telling tlie cmperoi and his confidants plainly, 
that if 111 his absence any thing should be attempted 
against his biothei, the vczir Abdullah -khan, liis 
majesty might lest assured that ho would quit evci y 
thing, 111 Older to be again in the capital, witlim 
twenty days Tins open tin cat having convinced 
the cmpeioi of the viccioy’s power, he was no 
sooner gone, than the mimstcis despatched leUci 
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.it'icr lcttc\ toDaud-khanPcny, governor of Guzerat, 
oonfomng on him the goicrnmcnl of Boorlianpooi 
hi addition lo lii'i own, with outers to lepair thithei , 
at the head of his ariiiv, and to destroy Hussein 
All-khan and his troops, by any means m his 
power, for winch service he w'as promised thevicc- 
ro) ally of the Dcckan On the receipt of these 
insti net ions Daud-khan,w ho made but little account 
of his cncni} , repaired to Boorhanpoor, where he 
wilhont hesitation assumed all the state of viceroy 
of the Dekhan This intelligence being coni eyed 
to Hussein All-khan, the latter wrote to the Afghan, 
that as he himself w'as actually imcsted wnth that 
nceroyalty, it was proper that Daud-khan Peny 
should come to pay his respects to his superioi, 
and shew' himself ready to execute his commands , 
else he had better repair to the emperor’s court 
at once, w'lthout rendering himself guilty of pio- 
ceedings that could end m nothing but dissensions 
and m his owm ruin This letter making no im- 
pression upon Daud-khan, he came out of Boorhan- 
poor and encamped in the plain, wntli a determi- 
nation to oppose Hussein Ali-khan He at the 
same time invited a number of Mahratta generals 
w'ho had become servants of the crowm, to join him 
These chiefs had obtained commands of honoiii 
and emoluments, so early as the icign of Bahadui- 
shah The most considerable amongst them w'as 
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Bimbaji Sindiali, who enjoyed the revenue of 
the whole territory of Aurengabad m lieu of pay 
All these chiefs came and remained encamped with 
Daud-khan until the twenty-fifth of Ramazan, m 
the fourth year of the reign of Ferokh-siar, at which 
time Hussein Ali-khan appeared at the head of 
twenty-six thousand horse, the only troops that 
were able to keep up with the rapidity of his march 
They were all veteian troops, and accustomed to 
be led to victory undei his command The viceroy 
having arrived within sight of tlie enemy, endea- 
voured to reclaim that haughty chieftain, by send- 
ing him several conciliatory messages , but findmg 
him deaf to all overtures, he resolved to reduce 
him by force. The battle proved obstinate and 
bloody the troops on both sides, pressing upon 
each other, rushed forward, regardless of every 
thing but how to engage amongst the foremost , m 
a moment the conflict commenced, and streams of 
blood pouring down from the hands of so many 
heroes, saturated the thirsty earth How many 
bodies, before accustomed to all the conveniences 
and elegancies of luxurious life, reposed that day 
on the bloody and hard ground, and how many 
heads streaming with blood, were raised on the 
point of spears, like so many full-blown roses fixed 
on their stalks • The firm earth, shaken by the 
incessant roar of aitilleiy, seemed to be in motion 
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like the heavens in a storm , whilst the firmament 
it<:clf, confounded at the appearance of so many 
blood-thirsty warriors, stopped short m its course, 
and stood motionless to a icw the scene Daud-khan 
had gnon orders to the conductor of his clcpliant 
to carrj him close to that of Hussein Ali-khan, as 
soon as he could dcsciy him Meanwhile Iliiaman, 
a Hindu, \\ho commanded the^an of the Afghan’s 
army, pushed on as far as the enemy s artilleiy, 
where he ^\ as making great havoe, wlien he was 
himself ])erecncd by a body of the Seids of Barha, 
who tliiew themselves m his path, and killed or 
wounded c\ cry one of those that had followed him 
This loss did not divert Daud-khau from his design 
He sought his rnal e^cry where, being preceded by 
three hundred daring Afghans, who armed with 
battle-axes, hewed down all who came in their 
way It was on this occasion that the bravest of 
tlie viceroy’s soldiers fell IMahomed Yusuf-klian, 
commander of his artillery, as well as Rustem Beg, 
and Basalet-khan at the head of their troops, winch 
were mowed down like grass and slam Aalem 
All-khan, with Khan Zeman-khan, and many per- 
sons of distinction, were wounded The Afghans 
made their way good Avith great slaughter, Daud- 
khan at last found himself opposed to Mir-mushref, 
an old general personally attached to Hussein Ah- 
khan He was m a full suit of aiinour, and liteially 
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c.i^-cd in iron, Daiul-klinn, mivtukint: Inm for tlic 
MCcro\ , cried out nnnouncinj^ liiin^-clf, and <«aid, 
“ \\h\ do %ou keep Nour'-clf iminicd up like a 
worn, in’ uji \Mlh yuir M'-or, man, that I nia\ ‘-cc 
who \on arc ’ D.uid-khan ‘'aid thi'' in contempt, 
a*' he ne\cr wore but a jerkin of mu‘'lin on the day 
of Ijaltle llaMiig '•aid thi'. and placing an arrow 
to his bow, he with an unerring aim, lodged it in 
Mii-inushrer*' neck , tliat officer fainting with an- 
giii‘'h and lo‘^‘^ of blood, fell down into In'; how da, 
to which he just held by one hand In this situation 
Daud-khan’s drner m. king use of his iron crook, 
ga\c him two or three blows on the back, which 
the old nobleman remembered the remainder of 
Ins life, and sc\cral jears after, when ad\crtingto 
the action, carrying Ins hand to his back, he used 
to say that he could fancy he felt them still 
Whilst this temble conflict lasted, Mir-niushref s 
clephant-dmer seized the opportunity to part the 
tw'o elephants but a report spread throughout the 
army that he w'as slam, and created a temporary 
panic Daud-khan drawing near to Hussein Ali- 
klian’s elephant, the people thought that all was 
over , numbers deserted their ranks, wdulst others 
fled m earnest A signal discomfiture w^as about to 
ensue, few' choosing to stand by their general, except 
a small body, resolved to pensh rather than forsake 
him Matters had reached this critical point, and 
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the confusion was becoming general, when a mus- 
ket-ball, as if by divine command, struck Daud- 
khan in the foiehead and lulled him outiight, thus 
changing the morning of his gloiy into everlasting 
night The dnvei, seeing his master dead, turned 
his elephant and fled, accompanied by those who 
sought to avoid the swoid At sight of this, Hussein 
All-khan ordered his military music to strike up 
in token of victory , and sending his people after 
the Afghan’s elephant, he was soon overtaken, and 
his body being fastened to that animal’s foot, it 
was diagged thiough the city of Boorhanpoor 
It may be asked what became of Bimbaji and his 
Mahratta cavaliy, of which we have not said a 
word The answer is short He, like a true Mah- 
ratta, contented himself with scampering about at 
the beginning of the action, and lemained a spec- 
tatoi , but when he saw that victory had favoured 
Hussein Ali-khan, he galloped over, and presented 
lum his offerings, as did all his officers All this 
while, the Malirattas having entered the enemy’s 
camp, plundered every thmg on which they could 
lay their hands Nevertheless there still remained 
much booty for the victors The whole of Daud- 
khan’s equipage, money, hoises, and elephants 
were secured for the viceroy’s use, a small part of 
which only he vouchsafed to send to the emperor, 
and that too after a length of time 
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Daud-khan liad left at Alimcdabad a wife by 
wliom he was tenderly loved She was the daughtei 
of a Hindu zcnmidai, oi great landholdei. It had 
been the praetiec in past times foi some of those 
Hindu prinees to give their daughtei s in marriage 
to the viceroys foi the time being. This lady, who 
had embraced the Mussulman religion on her en- 
trance into the seraglio, was now seven months 
gone ^vlth child She had entreated to be allowed 
to follow her husband, from whom at his dcpaiturc 
she had obtained his poignard, as a token of his 
love , but the news of his death rcacliuig Alimcda- 
bad, she took the poignard and opened her own 
belly, so that while she lost her life she saved that 
of licr child* The icpoil of this victoiy soon 
reached Dehli • it was icmarkcd that the emperor 
could not conceal his concern. He even said, in 
the vc/ir Abdullah-khan’s presence, that it was a 
pity that so brave a man as Daud-khan should have 
been slain , and he added, that his body had liecii 
unworthily treated Tins expression was taken up 
by the vc/.ir, wlio answcicd that “ liad his brother 
been slam by that savage of an Afghan, his death 
he supjiosed would have appeared (piite [iropcr, 


* Tilt bflitf oi tins joinif; 1( unit Unifflit lur, tlint by iiiiiU- 
iii;; lbi“ iiTific t to tin iii uu ol in r Inisb mil, sb< slioiild ix- 
))i itt bolli bis . Ills in(lIiLro\ n, nnl tli it tiny t\oiil(l bt rtuint* d 
in 1 (nturi st it< 
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hint of his design to his most intimate friends, or 
even to his menial servants, he fled towards Dehli, 
wheie he anivcd m fifteen days He leached it in 
the very middle of a dark night, and made his 
appeal anee at the castle-gate like a ghost fiom his 
giave Tins was at a time when reports were 
spread throughout the city that it was the emperoi’*s 
intention to seize the vezir’s person , and as the 
former had now conceived a rooted aversion against 
the two brothers, it was believed that Amir-jumlali 
had been sent for secretly This much is certain, 
however, that when he did make his appearance at 
court he was ill received, and this reception only 
tended to increase his unpopularity He went to 
Abdullah-khan, to whom he commenced paying 
assiduous court, and said he was resolved hencefor- 
ward to devote himself solely to his family All these 
jirotestations were attributed to artifice by the 
public, and even to a concerted scheme of seizing 
the vezir’s person It was even suspected that the 
unexpected dismissal of the eight thousand troo- 
pers, and the appearance of the vast crowds of 
Moguls, and other disbanded soldiers, who ariived 
daily from Azim-abad Patna, and paraded every 
where armed, about the streets, and especially at 
the palace of Mahomed Amm-khan, the paymaster- 
general, and of Amii-jumlah and Khan Dowran, 
were measures pieparatory to the seizure of the 
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in)ni''loi AhduII.ih-kiinn at la*;! began to think 
Ml Inni'^elf. and gnin^ wa\ to his tipjnchcnsions, 
he oideicd Ins quaitcrof the city and Ins jialacc 
to he put in a state ol defence, causing a miinbci 
of troops to he raised for the inirjiosc Ills neJdlc^^, 
Cheirct-khan, \\ lu) had pist been appointed fojdar 
ol Narnolc, and \\ho had rpiittcd the city \\ilh a 
stronix parl^ to take possession, liaMiig heaid of 
tliO''e niinoiirs, returned, and took up his tpiartcrs 
round his uncle s palace, not only with wdiat tioojis 
he had with linn, hut also with sonic new' le\ics 
wliitli he collected on the way, chicll^ coinjioscd 
of a large liod^ ol Seals ol Barha, wdio flocked into 
the city on lieai ing that the \ c/ir, w hoin they looked 
upon not only as their countri, man hut also as then 
kinsman, was in danger Such tcrroi w'ns sjircad 
among Ahdullah-khan’s Iricnds, that they foitificd 
thcmschcsm Ins palace oi ni Ins ncighhouihood, 
and sat upon their elephants the wdiolc day, ready 
foi battle, and stood to their aims the wdiolc night 
But w’hat looked \civ singular wms, that at such a 
moment of suspicion, Amn-jumlah, at a loss w hat to 
do himself, sought an asylum with Mahomed Aniii - 
khan, aftci ha\nigicndcicd himself not only odious 
hutcien contemptible tow'ards him by Ins ihought- 
Icss behaviour Notw ithstandmg this pusillanimous 
conduct, Amii-jumlah hai homed thoughts of con- 
tending against such men as Hussein Ah-khan and 
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the vezir Abdullah-khan. Amidst all these in- 
trigues, the emperor, who felt his own inability as 
well as his favourite’s incapacity, undertook to put 
an end to them by discarding Amir-jumlah. He 
was accordingly dismissed to his native country 
of Multan, and Serbelend-khan appointed to his 
government of Azimabad Patna. These steps pro- 
duced no conviction in the mind of discerning men 
of the emperor’s real intentions towards the Seids , 
for his want of sincerity was now so publicly known, 
and suspicions had taken so deep root, that when- 
ever he went out a hunting, or the least motion -was 
observed in his household, a report was instantly 
spread that the vezir was seized. No wonder then 
that that minister continued to raise troops and to 
prepare for his defence. 

This year, which was marked by so many trou- 
bles and feuds, became also memorable by the 
demise of the venerable Assed-khan, that wise 
Azof of the state, who had been so long prime 
minister to Aurengzib He departed this life, 
after having completed the ninety-fifth year of a 
life full of merit and virtue, in the sixth year of 
A H 1129 Ferokh-siar’s reign, and in the eleven hundred and 
twenty -ninth of the Hegira He may be said to 
have been the last member of that ancient nobility, 
which had conferred so much honour on the em- 
pire He had every qualification that can con- 
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slitulo n rlinrnrU'r cqiinllY oniincnl in puljlic, niul 
ntni.ihlc in private* liio , nf a placid temper, and 
ttf a l)cnic:ml\ of di'^iio'^ition eii'rat^iim’, that to 
till*' (lav 1 m‘> name i*' ailcc tionatclv, rcmembcicd by 
all who knew liim \\ illiout ever haMni>^ stooped 
to am nobles of the recent courts, he lived with 
dienilv and splendoui to the very last, prcseivmg 
unmlerruptedlv ureat iniluence thiouurhoul cvciy 
part of the empire and to his immoilal lionoui l;e 
It said, he never ceased to cmplov, his credit as 
well as his purse m eonfernn" obliLpitions on any 
one that presented himself, v\helhci a fiiend or 
stranger I\Ia>) CJod AlmiLjhty be meieiful unto 
Ills soul Amen It is w'cll known that the proper 
name of that vcnemblc noble vvms Ibiahim, and 
that of his son Ishmael The latter was no other 
than that same Ziillicar-khan so unjustly murdered 
by Ferokh-siai s ordci, m the beginning of his 
icign Pcojilcwell lemcmbcred, that the son, being 
unwilling to submit to the nevv^ emperoi, and fully 
able to maintain his owm mdc]iendeiice, allowed 
his lathci's entreaties to picvail He vv'as thus 
totally subdued by the w'ciglit of patci nal authority, 
w*hich engaged him to lay aside all thoughts of 
opposition, and to icpair to Ferokh-siar’s head- 
quarters 

Long before this v^enerable man’s demise, the 
emperor, wdiose misfortune it was nev'ei to disceiu 
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real merit, and who now repented of his harshness, 
endeavoured to make reparation to that noble 
family He himself wondered at his own conduct, 
the more so, as he now felt deeply the fatal con- 
sequences of it On heanng that Assed-khan was 
upon his death-bed, he sent a person to pay him a 
visit of condolence on his part, and to address him 
m these terms It is a pity that we should have 
not been at first sensible of all the merits of your 
illustrious family, and that such fatal ignorance 
should have brought about a mournful event, that 
ought never to have happened Now we repent, 
and lament and sob, but all these come too late, 
and prove of no avail Nevertheless, such is the 
high opinion we have conceived of your eminent 
character, and such is the perplexity of our situ- 
ation, that we flatter ourselves that you will not 
deny us your advice as to what we are to do with 
the Seids ” The venerable old man, after having 
attentively listened to the message, answered in a 
mild tone of voice : “ You have committed a very 
great error , the destiny of my son was fulfilled, 
and you were yourself under the impulse of fate , 
but now the day of retnbution seems at hand, you 
are full m its way , and I much fear, that from the 
appearance of the general disaffection throughout 
your kingdom, rum sits beneath the columns of the 
throne of Timur You have unfortunately given 
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up \our authoiity into the hands of tlie Scids, it is 
too late to retrace > our steps, spare nothing now 
to keep tlicin satisfied, lest these dissensions should 
gne bnth to greatei evils, and reduce you to the 
necessity of sufienng the reins of govcnimcnt to 
slip absolutely out of youi hands ’ 
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CHAPTER II 

Nothin^' could b6 \viser than the dying noble- 
man’s advice , but lit ntade only a momentary im-* 
pressidn 6n the emperor, who continued as thought- 
less as everl' Eternally importuned by courtiers 
equally imprudent and ambitious, he conferred on 
their fnends most of the subordinate offices of the 
Deckan, to the great dissatisfaction of Hussein 
All-khan, the viceroy, who looked upon all those 
appointments not only as encroachments on his 
pnvileges as minister, but as even dangerous to his 
safety. Hussein Ali-khan therefore set them aside 
with fair woids, and advanced his own dependents 
to all offices of trust a line of conduct that did 
not fail to render him more obnoxious at court. 
Nor was Abdullah-khan, the other brother, more 
scrupulous. His deputy. Rattan Chand, proud of 
his master’s influence, interfered with the public 
accounts, despite of the crown officers, whose pro- 
vince it was to keep them Even the head of the 
khalisah office, who is properly speaking the mini- 
ster of finance, or accomptant-general, had become 
a mere cypher, and all affairs of revenue passed 
through the hands of Rattan Chand, who m a few 
hours’ time could transact business to the amount 
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satisfaction, so long as Abdullah-khan or his deputy 
should continue to cany every thing with a high 
hand ; nor was Rattan Chand himself pleased to 
see a man appomted to so high an office under him, 
whose seventy he had more than once expenenced 
in Aurengzib’s reign. 

This disagreement was put an end to by Yeklas- 
khan, a Hindu convert, who, though professedly 
attached to the two Seids, was too httle pleased 
with the complexion of the times to accept of 
office himself. He lived a retired life, solelj’’ occu- 
pied in wntmg, by the emperor’s order, the history 
of his time, under the title of Ferokh-siar Nama 
This nobleman having connexions with both par- 
ties, proposed the following expedient, uz that 
Enaiet-ullah-khan should promise that he would 
never propose any thing to the emperor without 
having first consulted Abdullah-khan. There were 
also two more stipulations . the first, that Rattan 
Chand should not interfere in Enaiet-ullah-khan’s 
office, the second, that Abdullah-klian himself 
should be more assiduous m the discharge of his 
duty as vezir, as the only means of preventing the 
clamours of many persons, whose business was at a 
stand for want of his seal or signature It was 
agreed also that Abdullah-khan should repair twice 
a week at least to the castle, where he should sit 
in state ready to hear petitions and to redress com- 



sn \n*i 1 -Mt I \K II I I. IN 


1^7 


})lainN The \07n complied for ‘'Omc time, but 
he ‘-0 .werco to the emjicior’*; piC'Cncc, and so 
nddiLted l()\\onu'n and dexotod to cvciv ‘'pccics of 
lic( ntiou‘;nc‘^'«. that ho '«oon relapsed into his for- 
mer habit" and had no time to spare for jiublic 

business 

\\ hilsl the minister s conduct left c\cr'( thinjj to 
take its coui'-e ]2naiet-ullah-khan meicased the 
discontent. b\ a s(.\erit\.of nnIucIi hisdisc crnmenl 
ought to haAO ]iomled out the meN]iediencY rmd 
danger ithout snlhcientU attending to the coni- 
jilcMoii of the times he proposed to the empcior to 
enforce certain la\\s, relatuc to the capilulation- 
{a\ on Ifnidus 'i'lie eouit and palace were full 
of eunuchs, Hindus, and Cishimnans, ^\ho had 
a\ ailed themsches of the inattention of the \ozir’i? 
administration, to obtain e\oibitant salaries, to 
cngiosc the best estates, and to disajipoint the 
])retcnsions of those svlio aspired to such emolu- 
ments on better titles The mimstci of finance 
now pioposcd, that part of those exorbitant grants 
and salaries should be icsumcd or altogether abo- 
lished, and part leduccd to such limits, as were 
accoidnig to precedent in the imperial records 
These t\\o proposals proved so disagreeable to 
Rattan Chand, and to all the pillagers of the public 
wealth, that they complained to Abdullah-khaii 
To him likewise they pioved equally unwelcome, 
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•uitl alltlu Mill. r< rn h'. tliiM 'irr.ui'.M nil nt', v, rilin',' 
.itfnmM tlin .utllior of tlu n f'trni'', a (ooln< .to < 
v.lu(h il''' If III il til) hit-h riiii;'', and 

'’.Inch t( rtmn Ut fl in imiln il (Iis„mi‘ 1 Inlvitntht 
v( /ir aiul the ininO'ti r \t h an ojx n riijiltirf 
t'n‘'iioil on til*, lollov, mv' iM(»n 

A Iliiuln, ^\ho firmid xtiiit crov n-h’nd’', v .et 
foiinil inrh hit (1 to tin tr? isnr) m .* hir','! arnonnt 
for uludi h( v,.i^ pnt uiu'.tr rc'tnimt, notuith* 
’’t.nulinu' the n pc tied 'ipplii ations i;i Halt in (diaiid 
lor hiv c nhirui nu nl , at !i iiL'th the ililinltfr ctir- 
rupti’d hi^. oii.iriK, and in tdi In'- r-c ipu to Halt in 
Chand’s house , v lu-n he v, .is proti cti d Ihii if i- 
nllah-khan luicint' rfprts»nl<d tlieiniUtr to the 
Linperur, induf td hnn to st nd a d< t u hinunt of the 
ji.il.icc-^ai.ird to fetch tin (hlinqucnt, hut K.itt.m 
Ch.ind’s people tlefindnii; the inst lets, thoirnpcror 
conini.inded tlie \t /\t to di'.nnss his dt pul) , clinch 
he promised to do, tlioucdi ^\lthout an) intention oi 
coinpl)intr with the order 1'lie ni.iin suhjfet <;f 
di^'^'Cntion, howe\C'r, wa*; the all.iir ol Cluinunon 
Jatl lie was a powerful /emindar m the neitfli- 
bourhood of Acberabad, of a fainil) winch at all 
limes had pro\cd so troublesome, that sen oral cm- 
])erors iiad been constrained to march against liis 
anccstois m person, and to brim; them under sub- 
jection Cluiramon had himself been once chastised 
for his refractory conduct, and becoming troulilc- 




In ihat quarter Ilu^^cin Ali-khan tiic \C7irs 
brother was at the head of a. Mcionou< amn. He 
had gone to Aurengabad. tiic capital of Ins go^em- 
ment, where he was occupied in introducing order, 
Avhen he heard faun the Candcish that Kandu- 
behoiA* one of the principal ^ladinitta generals m 
tbe Kaja Saliu's semce, w-as committing excesses 
in that proi nice It is to be observ ed that although 
that country was included within the ^icero^'alty 
of the Deckan \et it, as well as many other pro- 
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Miicc'? of that extensive eoiintry, had a Mahiatta 
offieei lesiding theie, upon neaily an equal footing 
with the imperial governoi liimself, and whose 
biisine'^s it was to eolleet on his soveieign’s part 
the c/ioiit, 01 fouith part of the gross levenue, whieh 
had been allotted to him by foimei treaties This 
impost had been extended thioughout the Deekan 
ten 01 twehe year‘s aftei the demise of the emperoi 
Ainengzib, at a time of eivil war, and when the 
princes of the imperial court, fully occupied by 
their own intestine broils, had no time to attend to 
the aflairs of those distant parts This Mahiatta 
general having lined the road from Booihanpoor to 
Suiat, the principal sea-port of India, with a 
number of mud forts into which he had thrown 
garrisons, was m the habit of stopping mei chants 
and whole caravans and exacting fioin them one- 
fourth of the customs , to which exactions if they 
submitted all was well else he used to cause the 
caravans to be plundered on the way, and the 
merchants to be detained till they were ransomed 
Such arbitrary proceedings having cieated a general 
clamour against him, the wceioy despatched his 
general, Zulficar-beg, at the head of a force of 
eight thousand men, cavalry and mfantiy, to put 
an end to these extortions This general hawng 
got with some difficulty over the passes beyond 
Auiengabad, was marching in that tract of lully 
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country vrliicii bounds Candeisb in the direchon of 
Surat, vrben be fell in 'mtb Kandu-bebarr at tbe 
bead of eight or nine thousand veterans, aH cavalry 
and effective men, but whose numbers bad been 
swelled by local recruits to as many as fifteen or 
sixteen thousand The troops came in sight of each 
other on the confines of Baglana, at about seventy 
coss westward of Aurenaabad. Zulficar-be? im> 
mediately prepared to attack the 3Iahratta. but he 
choosing to fight only on his own terms, declined 
the combat ; and continued to retreat until he had 
drawn his enemy mto a difficult country, fiiU of 
underwood and uneven ground. In vain Zulficar- 
beg’s intelligencers warned their master against 
engaging the ISIahrattas on this spot, but confident 
of his soldiers, and to the full as wreckless as the 
body of Seids of Barba that followed him, he fell 
upon the enemy, and killed a number of those 
uncircumcised imhelievers, whom he sent to the 
regions of hell. The l^Iahrattas, accordmg to cus- 
tom, gave way on all sides, their general see min g 
to fly likewise, with no more than five hundred 
men. This maDoeuvre was calculated to draw the 
Mussulmans farther and further into the strone 
country, which obliged them to separate into small 
distinct parties, disunited from each other by ra- 
vines and coppices. This was precisely the object 
which Kandu-behary had m view, for as soon as 
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wniimliil i\«i\ <1)11 tint fill in lii>' \\ i\ 1 lu> 
inn Mil in nil fur ‘■“itu (mu ulirn (Imi-t tli.it 
•-itn i \ I li, lilt r til !i \ i tni^ np (lu ir Imr'-i .iiiiii. Tiul 
< !< ' li-- \\ < I < m ult pii'-mu I 

St) ihi-' I u I !u! I ill li it tilt ( (t (1 (lu \ in n)\ 
I'l I jil\ \\hu i]>p<intiil U V) 1 ^ll■lu nil ''iiu' Im 
linnii-U r, \ illi in iin\ nf \< (< nil tmnp'' (n n\int!c 
Inv lit.nuur, mijij t-rii d 1 )\ mntlii r di t u him nt 
nndi r till tfinintiul nl hi'-nwii \iuinuir hmtlur, 
Si ll-( d dm \li-} h 111 \\hnm lu ippnllltid to llu 
ui.xtrnnuni nf Hnoili mj tnir 'Ilu two ui lu niK, 
w ho li id null rs In .u ( m t niu t rt , \m rt n '-oh i d to 
put 111 till! In till M diritln^ K iiidn-htli ir\ , who 
h ul no mrliiiiiiinii to fittlit nil MU h tlUiUh .lilt ii^t om 
(trill'’ rilrititd ‘•niithw.ird with ill hs pt-ojik, 
whom 111 pi u I d m '-e\trnl •’troim-luihK of the 
.s ihn-ni i’*' doimniuii'' A'’ to In*' mud furl*’, .u; 
•'oon .is niu nf ilum w is hisicetd, it w is directly 
<.\,u u.iti d. hut iinsoomrh.id the iroojis m.vrchcd 
iw.i\ ih.in tliL '.ituiisun rtturned And .ilthough 
Mohi.im Sinndoh .itcd .iiul disper'-ed .mother l)od\ 
of fret hooters, (h.it,ul\,mced Irom Ahmcdnujnar m 
(piC't of hootv, .uid pursued it to the j^itcs of Sat- 
t.ini, tel Zulfie.n-bcfr’v dele.it .mil de.ith lomaincd 
unre\cngt d 



144 SIYAn-LI-MlTAKIIEniy. 

, Such a disgrace aflTected the viceroy’s reputa- 
tion and the credit of his government The Dcck- 
anies, at all times an unruly people, were now 
become sensible of the intestine feuds between 
their \uceroy and the emperor, and had m conse- 
quence become refractory and rebellious Tins 
disposition was not a little encouraged by letters 
from court, where not only tlie raja of Sattara, but 
also all the crown servants and subordinate gover- 
nors of the Deckan were directed to refuse obedi- 
ence to Hussein Ali-khan’s authority, and to do 
all m their power to rum and destroy him. These 
secret orders excited resistance, and although, at 
this very time, Mubariz-khan, governor of the 
ancient kingdom of Hydrabad, had submitted to 
the viceroy, yet neither was that kingdom nor Bija- 
poor and Carnatic brought under complete sub- 
jection The viceroy sensible of his situation, and 
feeling that the orders from court were calculated 
to undermine him, silently refused to admit the 
divans, or supenutendants of finances, that were 
sent to him daily from court, to enter on their 
duties, and he either tired them out with delays, 
or cut them short with a flat refusal 

These differences betiveen the viceroy and the 
court, the foundations of that older, which the war- 
like and nctonous Aurengzib had been at so much 
pains to establish, in countnes where he had passed 
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but they departed only to return again This state 
of eternal warfare had tired out even the Mahrattas 
themselves, and at so early a penod as the latter 
end of Aurengzib’s reign, Rana Bye, the relict of 
Ram Raja, had solicited that prince to put an end 
to the miseries of mankind by granting her the 
ser des-muk’hy* m lieu of all other claims This 
proposal included a tenth of the revenue of the six 
provinces that composed the viceroyalty of Deckan. 
To this Aurengzib refused to accede Matters 
remained in this state until the time of Daud-khan 
Peny who governed all those countnes as lieute- 
nant of the vezir Zulficar-khan The Mahrattas 
entertained the highest respect foi him, and he 
lived m amity with them It was at length agreed 
that the Mahrattas should henceforward abstain 
from any demands on such tracts and territories as 

* The Des-muk’hj literally Chief of the district, was an here- 
ditary office throughout India under the Hindu government, 
and m the local or modem appellations of Dessavi, Nat Gour, 
Natumkur, Naidu, Dessye, Des-muk'h, and Zemindar, we 
recognize the same person, from Ceylon to Cashmire, at the pre- 
sent day The local officers received a portion of the revenue 
m money or in kind The Mahomedans commuted such fees, 
by giving up to them waste land abandoned througli excess of 
taxation The Mahrattas had, long ere this period, imposed 
this tax m great part of the Deckan held by the Maliomedans 
They demanded the same for the remamder, on the plea of their 
raja being the head of the Des-muk’hs, or hereditary Hindu 
district chiefs, to this claim they gave in consequence the appel- 
lation of Ser Des-muk'hy 
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weic held bj" the piinces of the royal blood, but 
that all those districts belonging to the giandees of 
the court, or any otheis, should pay chout to 
Hii anion as lieutenant of Daud-khau Peny, Muth- 
out the Intel feience of the Mahiattas 

This agieenient, though intended to put an end 
to all othci pretensions, gave birth to an infinity of 
disputes, mIiicIi usually ended in bloodshed, and 
under the goiernnient of Nizam-ul-niullv, which 
lasted no more than one year and some months, the 
chout, which had been hitherto IcMcd by mutual 
agreement, was raised m that way He defeated 
the iMahrattas once m a pitched battle, and took 
from them a vast number of maies and two or 
three elephants, which last he sent to the emperor, 
under the care of Mirza Beg This viceroy, who 
was a man of vigour, was succeeded by Hussein 
All-khan, whose attention was wholl)'^ diverted by 
the machinations at court , which, by perpetually 
exciting the raja of Sattara, and by encouraging 
the rajas and goveinors of those distant parts 
against him, effectually marred everj'^ measure he 
adopted to suppress the Mahratta encroachments 
Unsupported by his mastei, whose designs against 
his family he had every reason to dread, and desi- 
rous to strengthen himself against his enemies, he 
eventually came to an agreement with the Mahrat- 
tas on the following conditions that, ovei and 

L 2 
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above what had been agreed to under Daud-khan 
Peny’s administration, the I\Iahrattas should be 
entitled to the ser des-muk'hy, being a tenth of 
all the revenues of the sis and a half provinces of 
the Deckan, and that the INIahratta generals, Jes- 
went Row and Chimnajy Appa, should reside at 
Aurengabad, at the head of a body of veteran troops, 
near the viceroy’s person, as deputies from the raja 
of Sattara, m whose name they should collect their 
chout from the Jaghirdars, as well as the ser des- 
muk’hy nghts from the ryots or cultivators. 

In consequence of this treaty, the pillage and 
massacre that had so long desolated the Deckan 
ceased for a time, and the inhabitants began to 
enjoy tranquillity , but still the task of collector of 
the revenue became troublesome, complicated, and 
pregnant with difficulty. He was now obliged to 
deal with three distinct offices the collector of 
the imperial revenue, the collector of the chout, 
and the collector of the ser des-muk’hy. Hussein 
All-khan, after the ratification of this treaty, and 
after admitting the IMahrattas into all the cities of 
his immense government, sent notice of it to the 
emperor, for his approval The emperor, instigated 
by those nearest his person, rejected the treaty as 
highly derogatory to his honour, being calculated 
to support that spirit of independence with which 
its author Tas supposed to be infected At the 
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same time he appointed .Tan-nisai-khan to be the 
Mceioy’s lieutenant m the province of Candeish 
The emperoi on dismissing; him piesented him with 
n splendid dress of honour, an elephant, and some 
]encls This was 111 public, but in a private audience 
he charged him with some adiice for Hussein Ali- 
khan, in hopes that as Jan-nisar-khan was regarded 
as the uncle of the latter, he might bj’' the weight 
of his authority prevail on his nephew to behave with 
more i espect to the emperor This happened in tbe 
sixth year of his reign, which answers to the years 
1130 of the Hegira jMahonied Amii-khan was ah 
at the same tune appointed to the viceioyalty of ^ ^ 
Malwa , on the frontiers of which he was to receive 
Ins patent, and to convey a lettei of recal for Raia 
J 5 "e-smg Seva}^ The geneial opinion at couit was 
that he had been dispatched upon a very difteient 
errand, a luinour which induced Jan-nisar-khau 
to halt on the Neibedda, with hardly any thing 
more than his usual retinue He was too prudent 
to risk Ins person by appearing without a body of 
tioops on the frontieis of the piovince to which he 
had been appointed, and wheie it was doubtful 
whether he would be acknowledged On the othei 
hand, Mahomed Amir-khan advanced to Seronj, 
the first great town of Malwa A report now spread 
throughout the Deckan that Mahomed Amn-klian 
was mai clung to Auiengabad, at the head of fifty 


1130 

1717 
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thousand horse, and that Ins vanguard of eight 
thousand cavalry had been pushed forward under 
Jan-nisar-khan This piece of intelligence having 
been circulated in that great city by the news- 
writers,* with which all capitals swarm, at last 
impressed the viceroy himself Avith apprehensions 
His doubts, however, vanished, on the receipt of a 
letter from Jan-nisar-khan himself, who requested 
a small number of troops to escort him through 
certain narrow and difficult passes, where a free- 
booter of the name of Santa j was plundering on 
his own private account, independent of the raja 
of Sattara,'his master. The escort was sent, and 
Jan-msar-khan immediately waited on the viceroy 
Hussein Ali-khan, who felt that Candeish was the 
frontier most open to invasion from the side of the 

* In the absence of the art of printing, it becomes necessary 
for all persons at the head of establishments, 'whether mercan- 
tile or pohtical, to have constant information of all changes 
whatsoever that may take place in large cities, and 'where all 
depended so much on pohtical intngiies the necessity appears 
the greater Such is the case in all the cities of India under the 
native governments, where news-wnters reside as agents The 
practice is of very old standing m the East, and a reference to 
files of these newspapers would lead to the development of 
some of the most interesting events in the annals of India^ 

t This was Santa3i Kadam Bandy, whose family still hold 
some small estates m Oandeish The Gykwar of Baroda, and 
Holker of Indore, are descended from chiefs who w ere follow- 
ers of the Bandy family, whose flag they use at the presetit 
day 
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ituirl, (lul not clioo'^c to confide it to a chief of the 
cinporors rccoinnicndation , but O';, on the otlicr 
h.iiul, he had a hidi regard for .Tan-nisar-Khan, 
he paid linn e\er\ kind of rc'^pcct, and wclcoined 
him on hi'^ arrn.d Mith '^cieral icn, rich pre'^ents 
'Phree other persons of iinjioitance now aimed 
from court with Ictler'^-patcnt foi two of the 
huxhc‘'t oflitc'' m the Dcckan Theve were Zia- 
cd-dm-khan a Pei^ian bv birth, and a shcnfl ol 
Khora‘-''an, who on the death of Dianct-klian, 
ncjihew to Amanet-khan, had been appointed to 
the ofiice ol dnan, or rccci\cr-g:cncral of the 
fmancc-s m the Dcckan The two other‘s were 
.Iclal-cd-dm-khan, appointed dnan of ]5uihan- 
poor, and rci/-ullali'khan appointed paymaster 
of the force*; Zia-cd-dm-khan, w ho w as funiishcd 
with a letter of recommendation from the vczii 
Abdullah-khan, was jici nutted to take possession 
of his ofiicc, where he had the prudence ahvays to 
act in conformity wath the iiccroy s wishes, and to 
satisfy liini Jclal-cd-dm-khan had for some time 
the superintcndance of Bcrar instead of Candeish, 
but as to the paymastci of the forces, the Mceroy 
did not c\cn ^ouehsafe to letuin his salute This 
latter piece of intelligence, having soon found its 
way to court, laiscd the emperor’s mdigiiation, but 
w'lthout occasioning any change m his mode of 
life, or inducing him to conceal liom the public 
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eye the infamous vices to which he was strongly 
addicted It was at this time one Mahomed Murad, 
a Cashminan, universally held m abomination for 
his vicious propensities, was presented to Saheb- 
el-mssa, the empress mother, and by her to her 
son, who gave him a private audience This man 
said that he had thought of a vanety of plans for 
seizing Abdullali-khan, and for destroying his 
brother Hussein Ali-khan, without having recourse 
to open force This advice was grateful to the 
emperor, who being too timid to adopt any vigour- 
ous measures, was glad to hear of an expedient to 
circumvent his enemies, and he increased his 
affection towards his new associate m proportion 
to the importance of his advice He changed his 
name to that of Etikad-khan, and being himself 
strongly addicted to the same vicious practices, he 
henceforward became the king’s bosom friend 

This man ingratiated himself deeper and deeper 
into the emperor’s good graces , titles and dignities 
and honours were showered upon him his titles 
were lengthened into those of Etikad-khan Ferokh- 
shahy Rukn-ed-doulah.^ To these titles were su- 
peradded the military grade of commander of 
seven thousand horse, with the full pay and com- 
mand of ten thousand He received besides daily 

* I e The confidential noble of the court of Ferokh-sliah, 
the prop of the state 
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pic^'Cnt*? of great ^aluc, cnii'ii'^ling of )c\\cl<5 of 
o\(]ui'?itc beauty, and the most cm ions and co'^tly 
‘=tud‘; fioni the emperor <? \\ ard robe i\Ican\vlnlc 
av the emperor c\en daj held council Mith Ins 
new fa^onnte, it wa‘> at last agreed that three 
j)er‘«ons vhonld be ‘-ent for to court, uz Scrbelcnd- 
khan Irom his go\ eminent of A/nnabad Patna, 
Ni/ain-vd-innlk. from iMm-adabad, and Raja Ajit 
Sing from Gu/cral, all men of talents and military 
character, whom it was intended to gam oicr 
against the ministers b> piomisnig them the highest 
ollices of the cmjmc But haidl} had Ni7am-ul- 
mnlk armed, when his goicrnment of IMnradabad, 
together with the rich estate he eiijojcd m that 
jirovince, were both transferred to the faiomitc 
Etikad-khan, and the name of IMnradabad was 
changed to that of Rnkn-abad, and the wdiolc 
bcstow'cd upon him as an estate The emperor, 
howe^cr, renccting on the impohey of disobliging 
jiowerful men, attempted to make amends to the 
Hindu jinnee by conferimg on him the title of 
Mahar.ija, and by pointing out to him supcrioi dig- 
nities, if the emperor should eflect the destiiietion 
of the tw’o Seids The nmdu jinnee, aware of 
the emperor’s eharaeter, declined taking any con- 
cern in such an aflair, and reflecting on the inno- 
cence, and the gieat powar of the twa brothel s, he 
became the vezir Abdullah-khan’s bosom-friend 
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As to Nizam-ul-mulk and Serbelend-klian, who 
had come so far under the promises of being pro- 
moted to the high offices of vezir and commander- 
in-chief, they were not only disappointed, but even 
lost the governments they had hitherto enjoyed 
Their surprise and discontent knew no bounds, 
but hanng set their hearts on those offices, they 
supplicated his majesty to entrust the iizarat to 
either of his faithful sen'ants, if he wished to get 
rid of AbduUah-khan To this resolute proposal 
the emperor made this memorable answer * “ I 
know no man fitter for vezir than Etikad-khan ” 
There were then at court several great chiefs, both 
of Iranian*- and Turanian extraction, all men of 
kno\\m character and enterprise , but so soon as 
any of them proposed to nd the emperor of the 
two Seids, on condition of hanng the vizarat, he 
was immediately saluted by these ridiculous words 
“ I know no man fitter for vezir than Etikad- 
khan ” What made all those nobles so forward m 
offering their services at this moment, was the 
favourable opportunity afforded by the approaching 
feast of the korban, or sacrifice, when the whole 
city would go out beyond the suburbs, to pray in 
the open fields. The retmues and troops brought 
by those two chiefs, and by the Hindu pnnces, 
added to those always attending the emperor’s 

* Ifiin sjgiiiAing Persia, Turan, Chorasnua- 
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could not amount to Ic'^s llian scscnty 
<)i llun^'^aud cn\aliy, ^\hllst it well 

known that the \e/n Abdnllah-khan had no more 
than four oi f]^e thousand retainers about In'; 
person at all c\ents it is ccitam, that onthat^ery 
da\ .1 rejiort jircw ailed throughout the eily, that 
Abdnllah-khan was going to be arrested oi slam 
In spite of all thoe cncnmstances nothing w'as 
done b> the emperor, and not a man raised his 
voice Idle reports but sei ved to pul Abdnllah-khan 
upon his guard, and he who had hitherto admit- 
ted none but Scidsaionnd his person, now ordered 
tw cut} -five thousand horse to be raised forthwith, 
w’lthont ail) distinction of coniitiy or nation Ac- 
counts of these jirocccdings reached the eais of 
Ilnsscm All-khan, viceroy of the Deckan, wdio im- 
pressed w itli well-grounded a])j)rchcnsioiis foi the 
safet}' of his brother, and his fainih', resolved to 
postpone every other ob]ect, and quitting the 
Deckan to march to the ca})ital, wdicrc he icsolvcd 
to leinovc all doubts for the future, by not quitting 
Dehli w'lthout ci ushing all his enemies 

This design having taken possession of his mind, 
he recollected one Moiz-cd-din, a neglected young 
man now at the raja of Sattara’s court, who 
passed for a son of the prince Acber, the youngest 
son of the empeioi Aurcngzib He sent an escort 
to bung him, and caused him to cntei the city of 
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Aurengabad with a pompous tram, but m such a 
manner that no one should distinguish his featuies 
This event formed a pai agraph m one of his dis- 
patches to the emperor, and instructions were de- 
manded as to the treatment of this young man 
Hussein Ali-khan added also a private request that 
he might be allowed to quit his station and to 
repair to the capital, on account of his health, 
which he stated was much impaired by his resi- 
dence m the Deckan, as well as by the fatigues of 
continual and laborious campaigns These letters 
alarmed the empeior His natural timidity in- 
stantly evinced itself, and m order to lemove his 
own uneasiness, at a time when one of the brothers 
was coming to the city with a powerful army, 
whilst the other was enlisting men on all sides, he 
lesolved to effect an accommodation with so power- 
ful a family He therefore sent the Hindu prince, 
Ajit Sing, to convey an apology to Abdullah-khan, 
and as the messenger was known to profess sm- 
centy to both parties, he soon found means to 
effect a reconciliation To confirm this good un- 
derstanding, which took place at the end of the 
month of Sheval, the emperor left the citadel 
accompanied by his favounte Etikad-khan and his 
minister Khan Douran, and went in state to pay a 
visit to Abdullah-khan When there, he SAVore that 
hencefoiward he would be his sincere friend, but 
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wich wn'i iho insiiiccnly of the king's disposition, 
til, It ho nc\cr continued in the s.nnc nniul for any 
length of tune , ,it one tune sulinntting quietly to 
Clouts and assuming dissimulations at another 
r('si)l\mg to come to cxticmities m ith the Seids, 
and makine: thorn feel the m eight of his resentment 
This conduct of the cmpeior mlUienccd the diller- 
ont ojunions of Ins conlidcnts and faiouiitcs, mIio 
homg alike ]nisillannnous w iih himself, discouraged 
o\on men of resolution fiom coming forward, who 
^\crercad^ to execute the most dilhcult oidcrs The 
latter, icalous of the Nilcsctof low associates who 
had the cmjicroTs car, refused toluncany concern 
with them, so that they withdicw oncaftci anothci, 
full of indignation and disgust The \ cry men w horn 
the cinjicror had sent lor from afar, m order to 
strengthen his hands, had lost their employments, 
and now remained neglected and unthoiight of, 
as was the case with Scrbcicnd-khan and Ni/am- 
ul-mulk, who had come upon his pressing mu- 
tations and his express commands, on the faith of 
promises gnen m his owm hand-writing Tliesc 
two generals, joined by Mubari7-el-mulk and the 
Rajah Tyc Sing Sevay, w'cnt at length to the em- 
peror, and proposed that Abdullah-khan should 
be dismissed from office fortluvith, as success de- 
pended upon acting openly , aftei wdiich, he, as 
w'cll as his younger brother, might easily be 
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crushed. In that case the cabal undertook either 
to prevail on the t\vo brothers to submit quietly, 
or to put them down by force So bold a propo- 
sition did not rouse the emperor. He contmued 
to listen to his favounte Etikad-khan’s advice, and 
disappointed and disgusted the two generals, as we 
have already said , he moreover now took a rich 
estate from Serbelend-khan, and bestowed it upon 
Amir-jumlah, that chief who had already effected 
the ruin of Assed-khan’s family, and who was now 
working hard for destroying the empire itself The 
emperor on returning to his palace sent for Ekhlass- 
khan, a nobleman whose intimate connexion with 
the two Seids was well known, and he commis- 
sioned him to appease Abdullah-khan’s mind, so 
as to induce him to restrain from exciting troubles 
at the capital, and to prevent his brother from 
quitting the Deckan. It was reported that the 
latter was already m full march, and that he had 
already sent his younger brother Seif-ed-dm Ah- 
khan to Burhanpoor, at the head of a body of 
four or five thousand cavalry, with orders to pre- 
pare troops and a tram of artillery He had been 
roused by the rumours that were abroad m the 
capital, and he resolved to march, when he re- 
ceived intelligence that the emperor had gone to 
visit Abdullah-khan, m order to bury the past in 
oblmon and to siivear eternal friendship to the 
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Thc^c conlrars lopoils pciplcxcd ln<5 mind, 
and dclcnnincd him to ^^nlt foi finlhci adMcc'^fiom 
(he cajiU.d IIo a^; m tlu'' slate of suspense, wlicn 
to Ins ama/ement he iccened a picssmg Icltei fiom 
Abdnilaii-khan, lequestmg Ins assistance without a 
moment s dela^ At the same timctlic general re- 
port at AuicneTibad \\ns, tliat his biothci the \ezn 
was 1 educed to c\ticmitics at the capital There 
w ,is thei cforc not a moment to lose, if he \\ anted to 
saAC him from destruction What added gieatly 
to Ins cmbarmssnicnt, was an answer to Ins ajijili- 
cation for Ic.ne to tins cficct, viz that it might be 
better foi him to lep.ni to Ahmedabad m Gu/eiat, 
wheic 1ns picscncc ^^as icquncd, if he only wanted 
change of air, else he might come to the capital, 
where Ins majesty would sec him wutli jileasure 
This reply w^as accompanied by an order to send 
to com t the reputed son of prince Acber Whilst 
Ilusscin All-khan w as preparing for his journey, 
his brother Abdullah-khan w'as enlisting troops at 
the capital In this he w'as greatly aided by the 
distress wdnch all the troops, including those of 
the household, sufiered for w^ant of pay Full 
nine months’ ai rears w^ere due to them, wdiether 
m consequence of Abdullah-khan s neglect, oi 
through his owm contnvance They had received 
nothing in that long time, and their discontent had 
risen to excess, but they had no one to direct it. 
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or to lead them to action : so that Abdullah-khan's 
levies soon amounted to full twenty thousand 
cavalry. 

Serbelend-khan was by this time reduced to 
extreme necessity. He had been at aU times im- 
prudent, his estate had been lately taken from 
him, and he had spent all his ready money in 
supporting the troops he had brought with him, 
which were now persecuting hun for their arrears 
Dnven to despair by demands which he could not 
otherwise satisfy, he had resolved to get rid of the 
clamours of his followers, and of the persecution of 
his creditors, by abandoning to them his elephants, 
horses, equipage, furniture, and jewels, after which 
he intended to put on a religious garb, and to turn 
hermit X or was Kizam-ul-mulk m better circum- 
stances : that general, who had been sent for to 
court, v,-ith such pressing mvitations and under a 
solemn promise of succeeding the vezir, had not 
only been disappointed, but he had also lost the 
nch estate he possessed ; and he had the mortifi- 
cation to see It bestowed on Etikad-khan, the new 
favounte, of whom the emperor was so fond that 
he seemed to have eves and ears onlv for him. 
The vezir took advantage of these circumstances, 
and induced the two generals, by dint of entreaties, 
to come to his palace "When they arrived, he 

sent for Serbelend-khan’s military* officers and his 

% 
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Other crcclitoi*;. and (hem out of his own 

))ri\,v(o trca‘;nrv He inoicoici iccoinmcndcd him 
for tlic "oicrnnicnt of Cabul then lacant He also 

O 

ira\c Ni/ani-nl-innlk hojics that he should shortly 
he appointed to the poN eminent of iMalwa It -was 
at this tune that INlahoincd Ainir-khan ai rived 
snddcnli, at couit from Malwa, Muthout leaie oi 
\Mthout letteis of recall Tic had adianccd only 
as far as Seionj, mIicii recenmg no further instruc- 
tions from court, and hearing that Hussein Ah 
khan, Mceroy of the Deckan, Mas on his march to 
the capital, he returned to Dchh The emperor was 
so incensed that he \vould not see him, but dis- 
missed him from his seriicc Abdullah-klian no 
sooner heard of this than he sent for him, and by 
dint of ])ci suasion and flattery gamed him over to 
his party , and he \vas so successful that Khan 
Douran himself, mIio m conjunction Muth Amir- 
jumlah had been so instrumental m femientmg 
dissensions against the Seids, now nent over to 
the iczir’s party, and -was admitted to sliaie his 
councils 

So many desertions perplexed the emperor, Mdio 
was every day contriving expedients for having his 
revenge One day the emperor going out Mutli a 
hunting party, had agreed on his return to call at 
thevezii’s, and as Maharaja Ajit-smg’s lodgings 
M’ere on the road, and close to that mimstei’s 
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palace, it ^^a'^ expected the raja would come out 
to make his bow and present his nezo , in \\ Inch 
case his majesty thought ho might be easily seized, 
A\athout the emperor appearing to be privy to the 
plot The Hindu chief, apprehensive of what might 
happen, and conscious how much his attachment 
to the Seids had rendered him obnoxious to the 
emperor, thought proper to lepair to the vezn’s 
palace This disappointment affected the emperor’s 
spirits, and, although part of his letinuc nas 
already opposite the vezir’s, and that minister him- 
self had come out and ^^alted for a long time at 
the entrance for the moment of paying his respects, 
the emperor kept his eyes fixed on the opposite 
side, and lia\ mg ordered ins bargemen to steer by 
the middle of the sticam, armed at Ins on n palace, 
without noticing the \c/ir or Ins attendants 

Mcannlnle Ilussem Ah-khan liaMiig quilted 
Aiirengabad, was on full march towards the cajiital 
Although Ins army and camp-followers were mi- 
nicrous, he had made them jireseiac such strict 
discijilmc, that no man dared to oflcr the least 
Molencc to an} one m the many Milages winch 
c\ cry night necessanh became cnclo''ed within Ins 
encampment One daj a counlr\ girl, the daughter 
of .1 po<»r w idow , that could hardly subsist, impelled 
l)\ the p mgs of hunger, canu out at night, and was 
strullini: about the tents m quest ol foo<l A soldier, 
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M ho \\ a*; then cooking some ^ icluals, asked her wlie- 
Ihcr she chose to follow any one wdio \vould lake caie 
of her She con‘'enlcd , and aftei eating food, fell 
a‘;loc]) close to the man, who overcome by the 
fatigues of a long march slept soundly the wdiole 
night, w itliout thinking more of the girl At day- 
break he caused her to be mounted upon a camel, 
and sent her on with his baggage jMcanwdnlc the 
w'ldow , w'ho had m ^am waited late at night for 
her daughters return, could not obtain a moment 
of slccj), but at dav-bicak look post upon a using 
ground, close to which she knew' the ^ iccroy w'ould 
pass On deserving his elephant, she screamed 
out that her \ irgm daughter, the only prop of her 
AMdow'hood, having strayed last night about the 
camp 111 quest of food, had been enticed away by 
some of his people 

The viceroy, aflecled by the woman’s story, 
stopped his elephant, halted the line, and after 
hai mg sw orn that he w'ould neither taste food noi 
drink until she was found, he oidcred strict search 
to be made throughout the wdiole army On this 
order each commander w'as enjoined to send a 
number of trusty men amidst the ranks, in order 
to recover the girl There ai e angels ahvays ready 
to second the intentions of virtuous men in high 
offices This immense multitude, that equalled 
the crow'ds that wall appear at the day of the 
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judgment, and which moved like the waves of a 
sea, presented no obstacle to the investigation, for 
after inquiiy the man and the girl were both found 
and brought before the general. 

The latter, turning towards the girl, asked her 
how she came with the camp, and whether her 
person had been violated , the girl answered, that 
tired with sufFenng every day the pangs of hunger, 
and the thoughts of famine, she had followed the 
soldier of her own free-will, in hopes of putting an 
end to her sufferings, but that he had not defiled 
her person. The general, on this answer, returned 
thanks that he had it m his power to gratify the 
disconsolate mother. At the same time he sent 
one of his guards with orders not to quit her cot- 
tage, until the whole army had passed and was at 
a distance 

It has been mentioned that Hussein Ali-khan 
had sent his younger brother to Burhanpoor to 
prepare camp equipage and a tram of artillery It 
was the fifteenth of Sheval, in the year 1131 of 
the Hegira, that on receiving intelligence of his 
brother’s danger he quitted Aurengabad, and 
having tamed only a few days in Candeish to per- 
form some pressing business, he commenced his 
march, in the beginning of Muharrem, m the 
seventh year of the emperor’s reign, which answers 
to the year 1 132 of the Hegira He was accom- 
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panied by a vast number of persons of distinction, 
among whom ^\as a son of his uncle, called the 
holy Nawab, whose name was Assed-ullah-khan 
He had also that nobleman’s children, togethei 
with Jan-msar-khan, Ekhlass-khan, deputy to 
the governor of Berar, Assed Ah-khan, the lame, a 
relation of Ah-merdan-khau, Dilei e-khan, of Pam- 
put, brother of Zakariah-khan Sadik, and Ekhtisas- 
khan, nephew of Khan Aalem, as well as Haji 
Seif-ullah-khan and Zia-eddin-khan, divan, also 
Firoz All-khan, one of the most renowned Seids of 
Barha Several Hindu princes hkewuse accom- 
panied him of their onm accord, such as Baja Pre- 
tab Sing Bundelah, and Raja Mohcam Sing, one of 
the principal nobles of the viceroy’s court He 
was also attended by all the crown-servants of the 
Dfeckan, some of whom came of their own accord, 
but others much against their will His army, as 
numerous as the billows of the sea, covered a vast 
plain His cavalry alone, amongst which were ten 
or twelve thousand Mahrattas, amounting to full 
thirty thousand , the infantry was innumerable, 
for several Deckany mansabdars, or military 
officers, who had never moved from their homes, 
for either nceroy or prince of the blood, had now 
been made to attend As to the fortresses, some, 
like Ahmednagar, were occupied by his own 
troops, while he left others in the hands of Mah- 
rattas 
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All these arrangements being completed and 
some days spent in concluding Ins business at 
Burhanpoor, he departed, and proceeding by con- 
tinuous marches, crossed the nver Nerbedda at 
Acberpoor. On Ins arrival at Mandoo, he was met 
by Ekhlass-khan, a nobleman who had been sent 
by the emperor to Hussein Ali-khan, to prevail 
upon him to return to the Deckan. This chieftain 
recounted in a pnvate audience, how an accommo- 
dation had been twice effected and twice broken , 
how the seeds of dissension seemed to spring up 
every where , how the grandees of the empire 
were flocking to the capital , how both Nizam-ul- 
mulk and Mahomed Amir-khan continued sullen 
m their discontent, and how the emperor was 
more than ever attached to Etikad-khan All these 
matters could not fail to render the luceroy anxious 
about his brother’s fate He advanced with promp- 
titude, and received the homages and compliments 
of all the governors and commanders on the load , 
but he had the mortification to find himself slighted 
by Mahomed-khan, an officer of character Avho 
commanded at Mandoo m Malwa, whither he had 
been sent from court for the purpose of bnnging 
into subjection the refractory zemindars of that 
country , a semce which he had performed with 
much credit This officer having neglected to 
visit the viceroy gave great offence, as we shall 
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sec in the sequel Whilst the army was on full 
march and encamped near Oojcm, news came, that 
the emperor intimidated by the Auceioy’s approach, 
had again visited the vezii Abdullah-khan, and had 
entered into a fresh treaty with him He had 
solemnly sworn to be hencefonvard a friend to his 
family, and had ended his visit by taking his own 
turban fiom Ins head, and putting it on that of the 
minister, as a token of indissoluble amity The 
empeior, not content AAUth these protestations, 
turned towaids Etikad-khan and his other favou- 
rites, and strongly recommended them to bury all 
dissensions m oblivion, and to live hencefonvard 
upon good terms wtli his minister This infor- 
mation had such an affect on Hussein Ah-khan 
that he said aloud in the middle of the court, that 
since the emperor was reconciled to them (the 
two brothers), he might rest assured that the}'- on 
their part would alAWiys behai^e as became dutiful 
subjects “ And I intend nothing more,” added he, 
“ than to pay my respects, and then to retire to 
the Deckan ” The major part of the assembly 
being composed of Deckanies, were much pleased 
at these words, as every one of them expected soon 
to return home 

The Auceroy’s friends, liOAA'^eA^er, Avere not de- 
ceived , especially as he Avas heard to say in pnvate, 
that the Ausit of the emperoi Avas a mere faice. 
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and tiat all Hs protestations 3vere bnt a tale to InE 
Mm to sleep, and to prevent Ms brother from 
advancmg ; there was. he observed, not the least 
sinceritT in the king's promise, whom he knew too 
well to repose any confidence in Mm : “ and," 
added he, “ if the emperor finds an opportunity to 
get us witMn Ms power, he will not fail to do so on 
any terms, nor will it be possible to save either our 
honour or our lives. If he fall into ours, we shall 
probably not treat Mm better.” 

Hussein Ali-khan advanced into the territory 
of the Raia of Gohud. where some villages were 
plundered, and some havoc committed at first; 
but on that pnnce's ambassador appearing with an 
ofiering of monev. the country was spared, and 
suffered no farther damage. This was not the 
case with the domimons of Raja Jye-siug Sevay. 
His country was sacked, in order to punish Mm for 
espousing so warmly the cause of the emperor. 
In vain did tMs prince's pnncipal agent humble 
Mmself before the viceroy, to whom he presented 
a considerable sum of money. The compliment 
vras rejected, and every tMng in Ms country was 
abandoned to the rapacity of the soldiery. The 
fields were ravaged, and young persons of both 
sexes carried into captivity. At length the army 
arrived within three or four days' ioumey of the 
capital, and the roads became thronged with the 
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retmnes of people of the highest distinction, who 
flocked to pay their court to the viceroy Jafer- 
klian was of this number, as well as Rattan Chand 
These, together with a vast multitude of the weal- 
thiest citizens behaved respectfully, and were re- 
ceived wuth favour , but Jafei-khan, who made a 
gieat display of his numerous letinue, and was on 
tliat account deemed presumptuous, had the mor- 
tification to see himself slighted This conduct on 
the part of the wceroy was caused by the reports 
of tale-bearers, who themselves desirous of fur- 
nishing news, whether true or false, seemed un- 
aware of the fatal consequences that might ensue 
from such dissentions Every day wndened the 
breach which subsisted between the two brothers 
and tlie emperor The pnncipal incendiary was 
Rattan Chand, who, impelled by his religious zeal 
against Mussulmans, as well as by his personal 
animosity to the emperor, and many grandees of 
the court, propagated the most extravagant reports, 
and irritated the ^nceroy’s mind With feehngs 
highly excited, he advanced close to the capital, 
and encamped at the staff of Firoz-shah, on the 
first of Rebi-ul-awal On approaching his tent he 
caused the music to be played for him, which is 
never done but for the emperor , and having en- 
tered it with a retinue and a pomp truly impenal, 
he was heard to say, that as he did not consider 
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himself a subject, he could not pay much attention 
to etiquette 

Even this did not rouse the pusillanimous Ferokh- 
siar Eternally undecided, he talked of the impe- 
rial dignity, and of the chastisement which might 
be the consequence of its infringement ; and a day 
after he spoke only of forbearance, and made ad- 
vances towards a reconciliation by a renewal of 
promises and new stipulations. So much weak- 
ness discouraged even his most zealous servants 
Raja Jye-smg, tired out with such irresolution, 
once proposed to him to come out of the castle and 
put himself at the head of his household-troops, 
and to fall suddenly upon those two rebellious 
brothers “ The moment,” said he, “that your 
troops and fnends (and these after all cannot be 
reckoned at less than twice the number of those 
that follow your enemies), the moment your friends 
shall perceive that you are acting boldly, and with 
vigour, they will flock to you from all parts, and 
will put it in your power to punish your enemies 
I am even inclined to believe, that at such a sight 
vast numbers that now seem disposed to follow 
the standard of the two brothers, will quit it, to 
return to their lawful master, and assist m crushing 
them to atoms.” 

This judicious advice did not produce any effect, 
so that none of the nobles of the court, who saw 
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Ihc cnipcior’s inf.iUi.ition lowards In'; innvorthy 
f.nountcs thought it iiglit to dcclaic thcm';clvcs, 
oi to take the lead iii an aflair in wliieh their 
nia‘;ter himseir 'teemed quite pa‘;snc It is most 
sniixular, that Mliilst J^,e-slng'^ adMcewas disre- 
garded, no inea';ureMas taken to come to some 
‘iinccrc accommodation The sober adMCC of many 
iioblc'; 7calou'; for the honour of the crown \vas 
di';rcgardcd, and the emperor apjiroving of nothing 
but what Mas cuggc‘;tcd b> his oMii mind, or by 
Ins though tlc'JS fa\ouritcs, diflused despair every 
Mhcrc, and luincd Ins cause No wonder then if 
at last he saw m hat came to pass , for numbers 
of Ins great ofliccrs equally wise and brave, on 
beholding such a state of things, burned with in- 
dignation, and lamented hai iiig their hands tied 
up and condemned to inaction Nay, some Mdio 
had heictofore been putundci theic/ir’s command 
quitted Ins partj of their o^^n accords, on disco- 
^crlng to Mhat lengths Ins ambition was leading 
him , and matters might ha\e taken another turn, 
M hen the a ezir, aware of his danger, and obliged 
to hasten the crisis, sent the following message to 
the emperor “ Should youi majesty Aouchsafe 
to dismiss .Tye-smg, that inveterate enemy of our 
family, from your court, and send him back to his 
own counti y, and condescend to add to that fainur 
the two offices of grand mastei of the artillery 
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and superintendent of the halls of audience, with 
permission to take our own measures in the castle, 
we your faithful servants, being henceforward free 
from apprehension, will attend your majesty’s 
person as heretofore ” The emperor, without be- 
traying astonishment at such a message, answered, 
“ that m fact, the two offices alluded to were in 
the vezir’s possession, or m that of his friends, and 
that nothing had been withheld from them but the 
execution of the labonous part which had de- 
volved on Etikad-khan as his deputy, but that at 
any rate his deputyship would cease of itself on 
New Year’s Day That as to Jye-smg, that chief- 
tain had received so early as on the third of Rebi- 
ul-awal, an older to repair forthwith to his own 
country, and had already quitted the court ” 

So moderate an answer served only to embolden 
the two brothers , the more so, as it became evident 
every day that Ferokh-siar had not a particle of 
courage , for although he detested the Seids, and 
wished their destruction, and was eternally impor- 
tuned by his servants to place himself at their 
head, and to attack them at once, nevertheless 
such was his pusillanimity that he did not dare to 
prepare openly for defence, still less to sally forth 
and assault his enemies Against his own convic- 
tion and inclination, he formally consented to the 
request of the vezir Abdullah-khan, and on the 5th 
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of Rcbi-us-sani, that minister repaired to tlie eastle, i 
attended by a cro\\d of pei^sons of distinetion de- 
\otcd to Ins interest, amongst ■whom was A)it-smg 
He dismissed the emperor's troops and officers from 
all their posts and offices m the castle, and placed 
his o^\ n 111 their stead , so that of all chiefs of dis- 
tinction, M ho attended daily on the emperor’s per- 
son, there remained no one but his favourite Etikad- 
khan , Imtia 7 -khan, the comptroller of the house- 
hold , and Jafer-khan, master of the ceremonies, 
iMtli a few others of whom the le/ir made no 
account, together i\ith some menial servants and 
eunuchs A few hours aftci, the viceroy, sur- 
lounded by a pomp ti uly imperial, placing himself 
at the head of his forces, marched through the city 
m battle array, and having taken possession of the 
gates and ramparts, which his troops overspread so 
as to fill several streets, he continued his march to 
the palace, where haiing alighted he paid a very 
short wsit to the emperor It was lemarked that 
few words were exchanged between them , and, 
although the emperor presented him with a num- 
ber of elephants, horses, and jewels, he vouchsafed 
his acceptance of a few only, and on his departure 
made so careless a bow that it gave geneial oflTence 
to the court Even such a scene could not rouse 
Ferokh-siai he continued motionless, and pas- 
sively saw himself divested of his dignity and 
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patrimony, in tlie midst of his court Two days 
after, the lezir returned to tlic castle, dismissed 
the few persons that remained attached to tlic 
emperor, placed his own creatures c^ crj'-whcrc, and 
gmng charge of the gates to one of his ow n trusty 
sen^ants, he sent for the keys of the pnv'atc stairs, 
the dormitor}% and the hall of justice As soon as 
the % iceroy w as informed that all w as quiet within 
the citadel, he set out m as much state and pom]) 
as before, and proceeding along several streets 
w’hich had been filled for two whole davs with Ins 

•p* 

troops, he repaired to his o\vn residence, called 
Shaistah-khan’s Palace, situated close to the cita- 
del. On this occasion he had brought w itli him the 
pretended son of prince Acber, mounted on an 
elephant in such a way that his face could not be 
distinguished The next morning the ic/irwcnt 
to the castle, and after ha\ing again requested to 
ha\c the ofiices he had before-mentioned conferred 
on him, he enumerated the \ anoiis gricv anccs w Inch 
lie as well as his brother had been sufiermg for 
many jears; and history has prcsciaed his -very 
words; " In return for the important screices we 

ha\c rendered \nu in times of weakness and dis- 
♦ 

tress, in retuni for the blood our familj ha\e shed 
in \oiir scnicc, as we had alrcnd\ done in that of 
\our father and gnuidfathcr, — sucli faithful str- 
^ant‘^ lia\e experienced nothing but mistrust and 
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suspicion, and a ^a^ety of plots have been con- 
tnvcd against our lives and honour In proof of 
vhich assertion we vant no more than this letter, 
Mdiich 3'ou wrote to that savage Daud-khan Peny, 
exhorting him to arm himself forthe destruction of so 
meritorious and innocent a servant as my brother, 
Hussein Ali-khan Nor do we need any other vouch- 
ers than the repeated and pressing orders which 
ou have been continually sending to all the great 
chiefs of the Deckan, for the purpose of exciting 
them against us Now there remains but one 
expedient, in order to quiet the minds of us your 
faithful sen ants , vliicli is, to put us in possession 
of the tvo offices which we haie requested, instead 
of leaMiig them still m the hands of strangers, who 
make it a point to mislead your mind for unless 
we obtain those t\\o favours, it will be unsafe for 
us to come as subjects to the castle , and as ser- 
vants impossible to serve you, as our master, with 
any confidence ” 

To this speech the emperor, still thoughtless as 
ever, answered onlj’" by promising that he would 
shortly complj’^ Math all their requests , and this at 
a time m hen he saM"" that matters had come to such 
a crisis that he had no alternative left but to 
acknoM'ledge the Seids for his masters The con- 
1 ersation meanwhile being protracted, ended in an 
altercation, in Avliich high words and harsh expres- 
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sions were interchanged. The emperor, unable to 
contain himself, called both the vezir and Etikad- 
khan names, and made use of unbecoming language. 
The latter foolishly endeavoured to pacify the em- 
peror, when the. vezir stopped him short, by mak- 
ing use of the most opprobnous abuse towards him, 
and causing him to be taken out of the castle imme- 
diately Etikad-khan, I thunder-struck, lost his pre- 
sence of mind, , and thought only of savmg his 
life, he retreated rapidly, and meeting his head- 
accomptant’s palky,' he'got>into it, and fled as fast 
as the bearers) could, convey him. The city was 
instantly in an uproar , which was occasioned by 
multitudes of people running to and fro through 
every street and lane. < Tbe emperor seemed now, 
for the first time, .to perceive his real situation. 
He submitted (to his l fate, ' and retired into the 
sanctuary, ojr women’s apartment, where he took 
up his abode, runmindfuf all the while of the sen- 
tence of the word of God.which says, “ Death shall 
find ye out, be.ye'Shut up even in iron towers ” 
The vezir with Ajit-smg slept that night within 
the castle, whilst the emperor’s zealous servants 
were obliged to take up their abodes without In 
that night of screams and distraction, which re- 
sembled that darkness that is to precede the day 
of judgment, nothing was heard througheut the 
city but confused noises, nor did any one know, 
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received by the others with a shower of arrows, 
whilst Mahomed Amm-khan’s standards made their 
appearance on the opposite side. The Mahrattas, 
who took them all for enemies, and finding them- 
selves cooped up within walls, where they could 
only fight in streets and lanes, took fnght, and 
putting spur to their horses, fled on all sides 
without further inquiry This step encouraged 
the idlers and sharpers who thronged the streets, 
especially the Mogols, and other disbanded soldiers 
of the court, who already incensed at the intru- 
sion of those infidels, rushed upon them, and 
commenced to attack them. The Mahrattas, sur- 
pnsed at finding enemies m every street and at 
every door, dispersed and fled to their camp, 
leaving fifteen hundred of their men dead upon 
the spot , who, as well as the whole corps of one 
Santa,* and of two or three officers more, were 
hacked to pieces They left also a great number 
of wounded men The horses of the slam were 
laid hold on by the victors, and by the mob, who 
on breaking some saddles by accident, were sur- 
pnsed to find them stuffed full of pieces of gold. 

At this moment Mahomed Amm-khan arnved 
wth his troops m the viceroy’s camp, where he 
was received with the highest applause for his 
conduct Whilst this scene was passing in the 
^ Santaji Kaclam 
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sticcts, Saadet-khan with his five sons reached the 
castle at the head of a bodj^ of troops, as did 
Gha7i-cd-din-khan Yith another body, the oppo- 
site streets wcic filled by the troops brought by 
the favoinitc Etikad-khan, and by the late grand 
master of artillery, Scid-khan , these were fol- 
lowed by three thousand Hindus in the emperor’s 
pay, under the command of Malhar-i ow, an officer 
of trust, all these occupied posts m and about 
Saad-ullah-khan’s maiket, and prepared for attack 
These movements becoming known inthe viceioy’s 
camp, as well as the rumour of the A^ezir’s death, 
a 1 umour confirmed by the disorderly flight of the 
Mahrattas, the whole of the viceroy’s army was m 
the Utmost confusion, when luckily for him, certain 
intelligence arrived at this cntical moment of the 
■\ezir’s being alive and safe This news having 
revived the viceroy’s spirits, he despatched a choice 
body of his best troops to expel the troops that 
had assembled m Saad-ullah-khan’s market They 
fell upon the enemy furiously, and commenced a 
sharp engagement, in the midst of which, Ghazi- 
ed-dm-khan’s elephant being wounded m the trunk 
by a rocket, turned about, and ran ofif with his 
master, who was immediately followed by bis 
whole corps Saadet-khan, together mth Ins five 
sons, were wounded at the same time, and quitted 
the field, while Etikad-khan, after having made 

N 2 
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’’ome movements without any inclination to fight, 
retired to his house, and fortified it IIis person was 
but of small moment, but his trepidation andfliglit 
became a signal for his troops to fall upon several 
shops in the streets near Saad-ullah-khan’s market, 
which were all plundered The brave Akgar-khan 
now appeared from the suburbs at the head of a 
body of Moguls and other foreigners, to support 
the emperor He found the Lahore gate shut, and 
the walls lined with the enemy’s troops. Mortified 
at such a disappointment he was obliged to return. 
Some firing and fighting was still kept up in the 
streets and lanes, when proclamation was made by 
a number of public cners, that Ferokh*siar was con- 
fined, and had ceased to reign, and that the prince 
Hefi-ed-derjat had ascended the throne. The im- 
perial music now striking up, and cessation of arms 
being proclaimed, with injunctions to every one to 
return to his home, the king’s party recovered from 
their despair, the citizens retired to their homes, 
and the tumult subsided 

Ferokh-siar had retired within the apartment of 
the ladies, and the vizir ^v^th Ajit-sing were waiting 
in expectation of his coming out, to hear what 
further he had to say, and of his furnishing them 
with an opportunity to seize his person, when the 
tumults, that had apparently subsided, commenced 
afresh, and pillage and slaughter were renewed. 
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Fciokh-siar did not appeal, and the viceroy, sen- 
sible of the fatal consequence of any further delay, 
sent message aftei message, representing to his 
bi other that the tumults were increasing, that the 
throngs of armed men were becoming more nume- 
lous, that a general revolt was about to take place, 
and could not fail to defeat their puipose, and that 
tlierefore he ought to entei the city at once Whilst 
this last message was delivering, a body of Afghan 
soldiers, mixed up with some of the vezir’s slaves, 
found means from the top of the house of Nejm- 
ed-dm Ali-khan, the vezir’s youngest brother, to 
descend within the yard of the king’s female apait- 
ments, which proved to be guarded by a iiumbei 
of Abyssinian, Georgian, and Calmuc women 
These being driven away, the soldiers penetrated 
within the gate, and ever}'^ apartment was searched 
for Ferokh-siai At last some women, too deli- 
cate to bear the tortures to which they were ex- 
posed, pointed to the place of his confinement, and 
the soldiers ran to him At this sight that emperor’s 
mother, with his wife and daughter, unable to ^vlt- 
ness his seizuie without emotion, ran to his assist- 
ance, with a numbei of princesses and ladies of the 
first rank , who, having enclosed him within a circle 
which they formed i ound his person, addressed the 
soldiers with prayeis and entreaties Bnt of what 
avail could be their tears at such a moment After 
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some struggle, he was disengaged from the women, 
dragged upon the ground, and thrown into a small 
dark room on the top of tlie Tirjiowliali ; and all 
this with such outrage and indignity as had never 
before been offered to the Imperial person. 

His reign, without reckoning the time of Moi/- 
ed-dm Jehandar-shah’s eleiation, lasted six years 
and four month'; The men of letters liaic found 
in this sentence of holy w'nt the chronogram com- 
memorating this event — 

Take armng, j e that have eyes ^ 

The vezir having disposed of Ferokh-siar in this 
manner, thought that, as the whole city was yet 
in confusion, it was incumbent upon him to pro- 
claim another emperor, he tlierefore produced 
Shems-ed-dm Refi-ed-derjat the younger, son of 
Tlefi-al-kadr, the nephew of Bahadur-shali, by 
a daughter of the Prince Acber, the youngest son 
of Aurengzib This event took place on Wednes- 
day, about nine o’clock in the morning, of the 
us-Eani, second of Rebi-us-sani, in the year of the Hegira 

it Iti 1132 

February, 1132 The youDg princc vvas then twenty years 

A D 1720 ^ ^ confusion throughout the city did 

not admit of time sufficient to send him to the bath, 

. or even to change his clothes, he was taken in 
baste from the apartments of his confinement, and 
placed upon the throne, wearing only a string of 
large pearls, which Abdullah-khan had just time 



sn AU“UL-MUTAKlli.RlN 


183 


to lake oft’ his own neck, and to thiow over his 
rolie just as it was Tlie imperial band having 
sti uck up to announce this event to the people, the 
uproar ceased, and in a little time the tumult every 
where subsided. 

The ve7ir, after so eventful a day, thought pro- 
jier to pass that night m the citadel, surrounded by 
a numerous body of his bravest and most trusty 
friends, having previously placed at the only gate 
left open a guard on which he could depend Not 
satisfied with these precautions, when it became ne- 
cessary to form a household for the young emperor, 
he appointed the whole of it from his household and 
dependents, down to the eunuchs, chamberlains, 
menial servants, cooks, and water-carriers As a 
further precaution, he placed his own guards every 
where, and filled all the avenues to the palace, and 
even to the pnvate apartments, with his own de- 
pendents The next day tlie new emperor having, 
accoiding to custom, given a public audience, Ajit- 
smg and Rattan Chand supplicated that all Hindus 
throughout the empire might be relieved from the 
poll-tax * This favour was granted , and orders were 

^ This odious taXj abolished by the wise Acber, was renewed 
in the reign of Aurengzib, and had continued ithout inter- 
mission till this time, and it is believed by the Hindus, and by 
most reflecting persons well read in the history of the time^, 
that to this impohbc measure, and the evcessive impost on the 
Innd, the downfal of the IMahomedan power is mainly to be 
attributed 



1S4 


sn Ai'-i I -Ml 1 ‘iKHi ia> 


at the ‘^amc time dc'^patchccl confirmin" in their 
rc^pectnc command*: nil iro\cmon:, commander*:, 
Mccroic, and crov, n nfliccr-: In the me-an tune, 
Utikad-khan Mti*' confined, and hi*- public c‘:tate 
re':umed \\hile hi*: palace, v.liercin he had ama‘:''Cd 
Jmmcn‘:c trea‘:nrc in gold and Mher, co‘:lly JC^^cl‘:, 
and c\qui''ite ^^a‘: talen po'‘':c‘-^ion of. On 

‘:earching for this treasure, there v,a: discoiered 
another secret hoard, consisting ofgems and jcv. els 
of ama7ing \aluc winch had been presented to 
him bv I'crokli-siar , but v Inth now scr^e^d onh 
to enhance his disgrace, and to add to the affronLs 
imposed upon him. The whole of this wealth was 
seized for the ^ezlr’s use At the same time were 
resumed all tlie public and pn\atc lands which 
Fcrokh-siar had bestow cd on his oilier S} cophants . 
none were spared but that which was enjo\ed by 
the Rany, his consort, out of regard to Ajit-sing 
her fatlier The militar}' chiefs and officers of the 
body-guard, called "Wala-shahies, who enjoyed 
lands until they could be paid m ready money, 
w ere depnved of them m the same manner , and 
as to the common troopers, tlie)’ were given to 
understand that if they w anted sernce they must 
repair to the Mceroy's camp, w here they w ould be 
enhsted at the rate of fifty rupees per month,*^ 

• The troopeTE of this description not onlj provide them- 
selves vvith arms and their horses svith fodder, but are required 
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one with another l\Iahomed Aniin-khan, already 
second in command, was confirmed m Ins office, 
and J.ifcr-khan succeeded Scif-ullah-khan as thud 
in command JShzam-ul-Mulk Mas cieated viceioy 
of Mah\ a, although he m as so far fiom being lecon- 
ciled to the times that he repeatedly lefused office 
Sei-belend-khan, m'Iio had been appointed govei- 
nor of Cabul some time before the revolution, and 
wjio had on that account halted at fifteen coss 
distant from the capital to sec Mdiat M'^ould be the 
fate of the empeior, Avas sent foi , and recen ed aneM" 
the jiatent and in\cstiturc of that government , after 
M Inch ceremony he took leave Avith suitable honour 
The rich office of Fojdar of Muradabad Avas gn^en 
to Seif-ed-dm Ali-khan, the vezir’s youngest bro- 
ther One Mahomed Reza aa^s appointed supieme 
judge of the couit, and Amir-khan Alemgiij'', AAdio 
had before held the goveinmcnt of Acberabad AA’^as 
made Sadr-el-sudui * Diauet-khan Avas made super- 
mtendant of finance, as Avas also Raja-bakht-mul 
of the militar)'- chest , but all these officers, togethei 
Avith those connected AAutli finance and administra- 
tion, AA'ere held to be no more than the deputies of 
Rattan Chand Himinet-khan, one of the A^ezir’s 

to pro\ade the horses themselves, m hich must be of a certain 
size and descriptionj and pass a committee before they are 
ndmitted 

* Tins office ansv ers to tliat of Lord Chancellor 
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frieVids, was made keeper of the pnvy-purse, and 
also tutor to the young emperor , and several other 
lucrative oflSices were also bestowed upon him As 
to the offices and governments that were at a dis- 
tance from the capital, no change was attempted 
in them, for fear of losing all authonty in those 
remote parts The government of Mando alone 
was taken from Mahomed-khan, the officer who 
had sbghted the viceroy of the Deckan when he 
passed through his distnct, and was given to Hus- 
sein Ail-khan, a Turany chief Haja Ajit-sing, 
had become particularly unpopular for the part he 
had acted in the revolution, and m order to get rid 
of the eternal curses and hootings of the populace, 
wished to retire to his government of Guzerat, did 
not obtain leave, but was required to remain for 
the present at the capital 

The account of the fate of Ferokh-siar having 
been related m two different ways by two men of 
distinction and credit, both of whom were at the 
time upon the scene of action, we shall insert the 
statement of each, leaving the truth or falsehood of 
either narrative to be decided by the respective 
ments of each The one observes, “ I have heard 
from men of honour and veracity, that the two 
brothers never entertamed thoughts of attempting 
Ferokh-siar’s life, or had ever intended to ill-use 
him, their only view being to secure his peison. 
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for which jiurpo'sc they ])lacccl him under cliargc 
of a tiiistN Afi^han ofiiccr, who was to lia\c liim 
under his e\c niefht and dav Nc\crthclcss, it 
happened that I'crokh-siar a\ ailed liimsclf of an 
oj)|iortunit\ to steal awav uiiperccncd m the dusk 
of the c\ Clung:, and iroing from terrace to terrace, 
he wanted to piiuji down, being already at a 
distance fiom the place of his eonfmement, w hen 
the Alghan rctuincd On not finding hit. prisoner, 
and knowing that his own life was at stake, he 
tcaichcd narrowly c\cr\ where, andsp-^mg some 
one at a distance liirkiiiu: under the shadow' of the 
piison-wall, ho threw himself upon him, and 
brought back the captuc emperor That mIc 
fellow had no sooner replaced him in confinement, 
than making him sit on the floor, he wnth that 
hardness of heart and that brutality which seem 
to distinguish the Afghans, beat him unmercifully 
Ferokh-siar, unable to submit to such usage, ran 
to the w'all, and dashed his head w'lth so much 
^^olcnco against it that his skull w'as fractured, and 
he died on the spot ’ 

Hashem Ali-khan Khafi, the son of Khw'aja-mir 
the historian, refers Ferokh-siar’s death to an ex- 
press Older from the tw'o brothers, betiaymg at 
the same time throughout his work, the utmost 
detestation of, and enmity tow'ards them and their 
family , but as it is possible that I may incur the 
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imputation of partiality for them, I have thought 
it nght to quote his o\vn words, save that of cor- 
recting some grammatical errors which had crept 
into the narrative, either through the Avnter’s in- 
accuracy, or from the copyist’s ignorance Let 
then the credibility of the following account rest 
with its author. 

“ Two months had already elapsed since that 
unfortunate pnnce (Ferokh-siar) had been confined 
m that narrow dungeon, where he expenenced a 
variety of hardships, when a red-hot needle was 
passed through his eyes, a cruel operation, which 
however did not depnve him entirely of sight 
Worn out by such repeated instances of barbarity, 
that ill-fated pnnce, m the simplicity of heart 
natural to one in his distress, betook himself to 
several expedients for putting an end to his suffer- 
ings. At one time he would send to his enemies 
excuses for his former conduct, promising to let 
them govern the empire, if they would but replace 
him on the throne At another he would turn 
towards the Afghan, Abdullah-khan (for such was 
his keeper’s name), and would offer him an im- 
mense sum of money if he would but carry him as 
far as the dominions of Raja Jye-sing Sevay All 
this was mmutely reported to the two brothers, 
who being incessantly instigated by their cour- 
tiers, as well as prompted by their own fears, 
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dclcnniiicd to put an end to so dangerous a life 
To cflcct their pin pose, they eaused poison to be 
mixed on two difieient oceasions ivitli his food, 
without cflcct, but the thud time, tlic dose ope- 
rated , and as they went to see liow' the unfortunate 
man’s soul was wrung out of his body, he lost 
all jiatienee, and after having reproached them m 
severe terms for their atrocious ingratitude, and 
disicgard of solemn oaths, he wondered that the 
sacred volume itself had not w'orked a miracle 
instantly for the punishment of so much perfidy 
He even vented reproaches against the Majesty 
of Divine justice, which had supinely suflTered 
such wicked men to live ^yhlle m the act of 
v’cntmg his feelings m this reproachful stiain, the 
vczir ordered a leathern thong to be strained round 
his neck The unfortunate prince laid hold of it 
with both hands so as to keep it from his neck, and 
having struggled with his hands and feet, the two 
barbarians (the Scid brothers) ordered his hands to 
be parted by dint of blovv's The prince suffered 
for a length of time all the agonies of a lingering 
death, and at last departed this life ” 

“It IS true that a leport then prevailed, and 
does to this very day, that the two brothers finished 
him by plunging their poignaids into his bowels, 
but this repoit w^as contiadicted to me by tlie per- 
son who superintended the execution He never 
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could lelate that mournful event without shedding 
abundance of tears, and wthout bitterly lament- 
ing Ins situation on that occasion He has been 
lieard positively to say, that there was no stabbing 
at all Be that as it may, the body remained for 
six-and-tlurty hours unattended to and unbuned, 
and it was only after such an interval that it ^vas 
tJiought of. At that time it was punfied according 
to the rites of our religion, put upon a bier, and 
carried to the emperoi Humayun’s sepulchre On 
its being brought out, two or three tliousand needy 
men and women, who used to be fed by his libe- 
rality, tore their clothes, covered their heads and 
faces with dust and ashes, and having surrounded 
the hearse, accompanied it the whole way, shed- 
ding abundance of tears, and pouring forth curses 
and execrations upon Ins enemies, whom they 
reviled with the grossest epithets Two persons of 
distinction, namely, Dilaver Ali-khan and Scid 
All-khan, both officers of high lank, were sent to 
attend the body as chief mourneis, followed by a 
croud of the principal citizens , but no sooner had 
the procession quitted the suburbs, than the thief 
mourners u ere hooted and several limes assailed 
u ilh stones, brick-bats, and clods of earth Nor 
■would any one out of that multitude of needy 
pco{)lc accept of the money brought for distribu- 
tion or partake of the victuals prepared in con- 
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foimity lo cusioni On tlic Ihncl day aftci, a num- 
bci of pool people ImMiin; as'senibled in a peace- 
able inannci at the place where Fciokli-siar’s body 
had been ^\a‘^hcd and perfumed, made a collection 
amom^st ihenwchc'^ and picpaicd a huge quantity 
of food, which they distiibutcd lo otheis , they 
sent likewise foi sc\cral icadcis of the Koian, and 
ha\mg pa'Jscd the ^^holc night with them m 
pra>yCi‘? and lamentations, they dcpailcd in an 
oidcrl'\ mannci 

“ Oh wonderful God ’ How did thy divine jiis- 
licc manifest itself in the several events of this 
ic\oUitionl Ills enemies had many causes foi 
being expeditious ith him, and many motives of 
hatred besides, that one would think it was incum- 
bent upon them if his death was to take place, to 
make him jiass lapidly fiom this little fi agile habi- 
tation into the othei woild Fcrokh-siai, in his 
days of powci had sti angled his own brothers, yet 
m then tcndci ycais, he had murdcied numbers 
of innocent peisons, and blinded others, and he 
was thercfoic destined to suftei all these cruelties, 
bcfoi e he was permitted to die , he was doomed to 
experience from the hands of stiangeis all those 
agonies which others had suffered at his Nor did 
the two brothel s escape the day of retribution, 
or go themselves unpunished In a little time 
they met with that same usage which they had 
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inflicted on others Thus far Ilashem Ali-khan 
Khafi 

The tu o brothers, after hanng disposed of Ferokli* 
siar, took possession of the imperial treasuies, ele- 
phants, hor‘=es. rich furniture, ready money, and 
exquisite jewels It is e\en reported that Ab- 
diillah-khan, y ho was exceedingly addicted to tlic 
female sex, earned ay ay some y omen of incom- 
parable beauty from the seraglio, but this God 
only knoy s 

Soon after this fatal ci ent, it was remarked tliat 
all cordiaht}* liad ceased bety een the tyo brotiicrs, 
and although that coolness did not appear in public, 
ityas pcrcei\cd by their friends, andsc\cral cir- 
cumstances Q\ meed tlic fact to b) e-standers There 
was some inequality in the merit of these two cele- 
brated persons It yas unnersally acknoyledgcd 
that ITuscein Ah-khan, the },oungcr, was superior 
to his elder brother m man} qualifications, yhich 
bountiful hca\en had bestoy cd on him In actual 
poycr he excelled all the princes of his time, nay, 
he sur()asscd se^cral that liore a chnnicter in his- 
tor}', for haling bestoy cd kingdoms and croyns, 
and conquered empires , hut neither his jioy tr nor 
Ills lift was destined to endure lomc. If tlic\ li.id, 
it IS jiroiiable that the times yhicli yc li.nt nou 
the mortification to behold, wonld not lie sr> humi- 
h itmy as thc\ have proted, nor had tin honour of 
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lIimlcMiclan boi'n llirown to tlicMiiuK, noi tlic 
Ituli.vii iiohilitN .nul trcntn been icduccd to tint 
<lc)donvblc cnnditinn, mo now <^00 them 

broiitjht 

I nlortmntcl\ for the twt) brother'-, the •\oiin" 
om]>nor U.ilM'd-<lor)ut hibimrod under .i con'^nni]')- 
tion. .nul \\ O'- vubn c t to .1 ‘-juttiiu: of blood, m Inch 
'-oon put .m end to In'- renin . so tlmt three months 
.md sonu' d n s .ifloi lie h.ul submitted to the odium 
of .is( ('udiiui the throne, he dep.irted this life on .i 
J^.ituidnN , the t\\ e nt\ -first (•! Ke’ieb IIis\oungcr 
brother, Keti-i d-elowl.di, w.is now broujilit lorih .nul 
sc.ited in Ills ste ul while the two Seuls continued 
to dispoce of e\er\ tliiU'i 111 the emjnrc ns bcfoic 
These two sickh ^oung \)rmces seemcel to hn\c 
pist made tluir .ippevrnnco upon the theatre of 
the woild with the bare title of cmpcrois, m ordci 
to be nnmcdi.itclv withdrawn, and were like two 
tnncllcrs wlu) had nmdc a shoit pause on the 
throne, m ordei to continue their ]Ourne>) towards 
the rcfiioiis of cternit> We thciefore haidl} know 
any thing; of them Idle elevation of Niko-siai, 
son of prince Acbei, and gyandson of Aiircng7ib, 
who was then confined at Acber-abad, took place 
m Rcfi-cd-clow'lah’s lifc-lime, w'c have therefoie 
thought It expedient to bring into one point of 
Mcw all that we have been able to collect of those 
three persons ol the race of Timm, in order to 
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connect it with the body of oui history . what little 
we do know concerning the younger prince has 
been carefully ascertained, although the lives of 
both were so obscure, and themselves so little the 
objects of attention, that their very names are 
hardly known even at this day. 

A short time after Refi-ed-dowlah had been 
brought from his prison to the throne, another 
prince of the impenal family, who was confined m 
the citadel of Acberabad, was proclaimed by the 
governor and officers of the place, as well as by 
the mihtia of the villages subordinate to that for- 
tress, and recognized by the officers of cavalry 
dependent on the governor of the province, all of 
whom soon formed a court about his person His 
name was Niko-siar he was a younger son of the 
prince Acber. His supporters were assisted by 
the inhabitants of the city of Acberabad, who, on 
seeing the convulsions that shook the empire, wil- 
lingly embraced his cause Such an event being 
likely to prove dangerous to the two brothers, they 
resolved to stifle it at once They accordingly 
quitted the capital, and taking with them the 
young emperor Refi-ed-dowlah, and the pnncipal 
persons of the city and court, marched to Acber- 
abad, and laid siege to the fort Niko-siar did not 
betray any want of courage or capacity in defend- 
ing the place, but the gates were blown open, and 
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he wn*; «:ci7ccl and confined The gairi'Jon was 
iche\cd, and ]nnn':hincnt inflicted on the ofiicers of 
the fort and on the coinniandcrs of the inihtia, 
who had plotted the re\olntion This '^ucce'^s did 
not tr.inqnilh/c the iniiKK of the two brothers 
The ^onng emperor Refi-cd-dowlah w'a*; found to 
be con''iiinpti\c as well as his elder brother, and 
althon'ih the ^e/lr spared no jiainsm bringing toge- 
ther the ablest jiln sieians of the einpiie, his caic 
and anxielv pro\ed of no a\ail This prince, after 
a noinin.d iciirn e\en sliortci than that of his pre- 
decessor. ga\ec\idcnt signs of his di'aw'ing to his 
end 111 a shoit tune Ins life was dcsjiaircd of, and 
the two Seid biothcrs, who needed some jiageant 
for the thione, sent two nobles to bring another 
Jinnee from the eastle of Schmgui, which is a jiart 
of the citadel of Dehli These jicisons were Nejm- 
ed-dm Ah-khan, their ■^oi^igcr brothei, and Gho- 
1am Ah-khan altliongh some people say that the 
first, as governoi of the jiiovince of Delili, w^as 
alone entrusted wath that commission, and that the 
other only accomjianied him The orders w^ere to 
bring Roslien-akhtci, son of Khujistah-akhter, com- 
monly called .Tehan-shali, one of the sons of Ba- 
hadui-shah This young prince w^as then m his 
eighteenth year, and fiom the accession of his 
uncle Moi7-cd-din to the throne, under the title of 
Jchandar-shali, he had lived in obscunty m an 
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apartment of the castle of Selimgur He was a 
youth of beautiful aspect} his beard just budding 
He had a benevolent countenance, m which shone 
that acuteness of mmd which seemed to prognos- 
ticate all his future greatness He was not yet 
arnved at Acberabad, when news arrived that Refi- 
ed-dowlah was dying His death, which soon after 
occurred, was kept a secret (some say) for a whole 
week, others say for ten days, until his successor 
could arrive then the coffin of the deceased 
prince was carried to the mausoleum of Khwaja 
Kutb-ed-din, where he was buned in the same 
maimer as his brother This event left the throne 
open for Roshen-akhter 

The pnnce arrived at Fatehpoor, and on the 
1132 fifteenth of the same month, in the year 1132 of 
the Hegira, at about four astronomical hours of the 
morning, he availed himself of a fortunate hour to 
step forth and grace the throne with all the attrac- 
tions to which he was heir The steps of that 
sublime place were dignified by his accession, and 
silver and gold com, distributed on the occasion, 
acquired additional value from the honour of his 
name He assumed the auspicious title* of Abul- 
fateh, Nasir-ed-din, Mahomed-shah From that 
moment pronsions, which had risen to an immo- 

* The lord or father of ictorj’, the champion of the faith, 
the king Mahomed 
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del ale price, became eheaper, and onee more 
plont^ ‘shewed her face m c\cry market Tlie 
king mollier wac a prmee‘:‘s of great aeuteness 
and wisdom, and liad taken eaie lo foster w'ltli 
attention, m the ‘shade of oliscuritv and silcnee, 
that fondling of the •'Un of glori, h'lilly «scnsible 
of the diflicullN and dchcac'', of her ‘situation, she 
made a iiomt to conloini heiself lo the will of the 
two hrolhcr‘', who‘«c authority wa‘s jiaramount, 
and hei jirudence wa‘> great, that wdien she 
quitted the cajiital to paj a M‘<it to her son, at 
Acherahad, ‘'he went attended with a slender 
retinue and declined the ^olunlar) attendanee of 
number's of people of di'stinction who had been in 
the ‘•on ice of her husband lehan-shah On hear- 
ing that they were pieparmg to follow^ hei, and to 
augment her tram, ‘she requested them to forbear, 
and e\cn forbade their coming to the gate of her 
apartment and sending in their offerings 

The three preceding reigns had been so short as 
to ser\c only to confound histoi)’^, it w'as com- 
manded, thcicforc, that the seven or eight months 
w'liich had elapsed under the short-lived leigns of 
those three princes should be omitted entirel)’’, and 
that they should be comprehended within that of 
BTaliomed-shah’s reign, w'hich w^as thus made to 
commence immediately on Ferokh-siar’s demise 
At the same time, to piovide for some of the most 



198 


SIYAR-UL-MUTAKHERIN. 


urgent expenses of his mother’s female household, 
a sum of fifteen thousand rupees was allotted for 
that purpose. But the command of the Gulal- 
para,* and the office of nazir, oi steward of the 
household, were conferred on trusty eunuchs of 
the vezir’s selection, as had been the practice under 
the three preceding pnnces (on whom be mercy for 
ever), and the minister, m providing eunuchs, 
guards, elephant-drivers, menial servants, cooks, 
and even water-earners, took care to place none 
m that number but his own dependants It was 
on the same pnnciple that Himmet-khan, one of 
the vezir’s intimates, a man who enjoyed already 
five or SIX offices, was placed over the new monarch 
as his governor, and entrusted with the charge 
of the privy purse and with the treasury of the 
palace All this was patiently submitted to by 
the young emperor, who, sensible of the delicacy 
of his situation, made no opposition to the vezir’s 
pleasure, and had the good sense to shew him 
every mark of deference and regard This did not 
effect the least abatement of the jealousy with 
which he was watched, for whenever he went 
abroad, which happened once or twice a month, 
for the purpose of taking an ainng, the king was 
encircled by a body of Seids, who did not lose sight 
of him a moment, nor ever carry him farther than 
* The incense and perfurae-apartment 
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tlie seats and g;ardens in the suburbs, which at 
most are at one oi two coss fiom the palace, and 
they always came back before the dusk of the 
evening Whilst the vezir was busy in quieting 
the capital, disaffection was using in the neigh- 
bouiing piovinces 

Chebiham Nagai, governor of the piovince of 
Ilahabad, refused to acknowledge the new king’s 
authoiity, thinking it unsafe to do so, on account 
of some impioper behaviour on his pait towards 
the two bi others The latter, in return, resolved 
to make an example of him , and Hussein Ali-khan 
had aheady sent his camp-equipage forward, when 
news arrived that the obnoxious governor had died 
suddenly This news was gratifying to the wceroy, 
but as it deprived him of an opportunity of dis- 
tinguishing himself, he w^as heard to say, “ Is it 
not a pity that we should be deprived of the plea- 
suie of seeing that pioud man’s head on the point 
of a spear Immediately after, news came that 
Gindhar Bahadur, sou of Dia Bahadur, and the 
cousin of Chebilram, had seized on the government 
aftei his uncle’s demise, and was raising troops and 
repairing the fortifications of Ilahabad The vice- 
loy, on this intelligence, ordered a bridge of boats 
to be thrown across the Jumnah, and sendmg for 
Mahomed Shah to Acberabad, he gave out that he 
was going to attack Ilahabad It was at this crisis 
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that Amir-jumlali made his appearance, and Mas 
imcsted with the office of grand-almoner. This 
circmnstancc did not limder Rattan Ciinnd from 
continuing to act m all matter*; relatnc to the 
finance of the go^crnmcnt, and he mtcifcrcd eicn 
in ludicial and religious concerns, in a May that re- 
duced the croM n officers to the condition of cyjihers 
It AAas impossible to become a kazy of any city 
Mithout the consent of tins Hindu being preMously 
obtained. One day lie brought to the \czira per- 
son M'hom he had appointed kazy or judge of some 
city, M hen the minister turned tOM ards a nobleman 
sitting near him at the time, and said m itli a smile, 
“ Our Rattan Cliand, 3 011 see, can make kazics, and 
e\ en recommends to ecclesiastical prefennents ” 
The other ansM'cred, “True, my lord* the lord 
raja, after ha\ing finished his m 01 Idly concerns, is 
now turning his attention to religious aftairs ’ ^ 

All this M hile the preparations for the siege of 
Ilahabad M*ere going on Math so much 1 igour, that 
Gindhar’s Aakil or agent thought it full time to 

♦ The IMnhomedim hazy (or cndi) is n judge, but "wliose law 
IS dcnvccl from the Koran, he i*? therefore an ecclesiastical 
judge Rattan Chand a Hindu, and ^^as not supposed to 
know nnj thing of jMosleni scripture*:;, the repartee of tlie 
nobleman is tlierefore pecubarly smart, because it shew*^ at once 
the folly of allouing him to interfere in those appointments^ 
and indirectly nd\ erts to the probabibtv of tlie Hindu aposta- 
bzing from Ins on n religion, bj tmning his attenbon to rebgious 
affairs 
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come to camp, ,\nd entreat the Mccroy’s forgiveness 
for his master s coiulnct lie oflered to submit on 
condition of being suficred to remain in his govein- 
incnt, or of liaMiig another in exchange, witli tlie 
addition oi some title of honour The conditions 
Mcic accepted Giridhar \\as required to surrender 
the castle of Ilahabad and his go\ eminent, and to 
be transfcircd to that of Oude, amUi the title of 
Bahadur But whilst this agi cement was discussing, 
coininotions arose in the counli^ of Bundy, incon- 
sequence of certain disputes regarding an heicditarj'- 
principaht\ , from which Baja Bhim-sing, the heir, 
had been ejected bv Bud’h-sing The displaced 
pi nice retired to the viccioy’s camp, to ■whom he 
paid his court assiduous^ , ni hopes of being rein- 
stated , and at last he obtained a body ofsi\ thou- 
sand caialpy’', all veteran troops and all Seids of 
Barba, wdio considered thcmsches as so many 
kinsmen of the two bi others They w'cre com- 
manded by Seid Dilavci Ali-khan,who had orders 
to reinstate the Hindu prince, and then to lepair 
with him, and wntli another Hindu prince called 
Gai-smg, as far as the frontiers of Mahva, theie to 
w^ait for further orders As little leliance ivas re- 
posed on the promises made by Giridhai, a laige 
bodj’’ of good troops w^as sent under Heider Kuly- 
khan towards Ilahabad, to enforce the execution of 
the tieaty. Heidei Kuly-khan, who Avas a man of 
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character and abilities, laid siege to that fortress, 
but, as he had not the sole command, little progress 
■was made m the siege, the governor having fre- 
quently entered into negociations for surrendering 
the place, and then suddenly breaking them off 
and driving the besiegers from their works. The 
siege being thus protracted, Hussein Ah-khan 
crossed the Jumnah, and marched towards Ilaha- 
bad. The report of this movement mtimidated the 
besieged * Gindhar retired -within his fortress, into 
which he mtroduced a great quantity of ammunition 
and provisions. His family, at the same time, gave 
countenance to the refractory spints of that pro- 
vmce, and the holders of Jaghir lands m particular 
availed themselves of that opportunity to -withhold 
their payments. Such a state of thmgs embarrassed 
the viceroy , he reflected on the great strength of 
the place, situated at the confluence of two large 
rivers, on the courage and personal talents of Gin- 
dhar, and on the mcreasmg difficulties he would 
probably encounter in a siege likely to be pro- 
tracted. This he knew would at all events occupy 
much precious time, while his presence was re- 
quired m other parts of the empire, -vhere the 
enemies of his family might avail themselves of his 
absence -to excite commotions. Sensible of the 
difficulties of his situation, he was discouraged to 
persevere by some symptoms of disumon which 
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then occuiTed betY een himself and his eldei bro- 
ther, the Aezn Abdiillah-khan The difference 
arose concerning the jewels and treasure found in 
the castle of Acbciabad, and seveial angry mes- 
sages passed and repassed between them, but only 
prn ately, for Rattan Chand did every thing m his 
powei to conceal these dissensions from the public 
Whilst the viceioy Yas hesitating m his mind 
hoY’’ to act, letters came from Gindhar, promising 
to submit, if Rattan Chand Y^ere sent Y’lth full 
poY'er to guarantee the foimer conditions and the 
safety of his peison The tYo brothers, desirous 
of accommodating matters, dismissed Rattan 
Chand, Ydio setting out about the end of Rebi- 
us-sani, arrived at the city of Ilahabad, Y'hen the 
governor of the foi tress paid him a visit, and a 
treaty Yns concluded, vdiich these tY^o Hindus 
both sY'ore, bj’^ the Y'ateis of the Ganges, to 
maintain im lolably By tins treaty the goveru- 
nient of the province of Oude Y’^as given to Giri- 
dhai, Yutli all the Fojdaries* contained in it, 
in lieu of the fortiess of Ilahabad, Y^hich being 
eiacuated, received a neY"^ gnrrison, and thus came 
again into the hands of the tY’^o mimsteiial brothers 
This event occurred in the second year of Malio- 
med-shali’s reign 

Ebtates the re\enues of whicli are set aside to support 
troops 


Rcbi-us-«ani, 
A H 1132. 

June, 

A D 1720 
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Whilst the insurrections in the northern parts 
of the empire were thus put down, discontent and 
broils of a very threatening aspect arose in the 
south. 

We have already mentioned that Nizam-ul-mulk 
had reluctantly accepted the government of Malwa 
He found the province infested with banditti, and 
its tranquillity otherwise disturbed by a number of 
refiactory zemindars, who were not to be brought 
under subjection without much trouble and perse- 
verance But the subject which most embarrassed 
Nizam-ul-mulk originated on account of Maho- 
med-khan, the governor of the fortress of Mando, 
who had been removed by Hussein All -khan for 
having, when he passed close to the walls, ne- 
glected to pay him a visit This neglect was re- 
sented, and Kassim Kuly-khan, a Turany officer, 
had been appointed in his stead as governor of 
Mando. Mahomed-khan refused, under various 
pretences, to deliver over tlie fortress, and Kassim 
Kuly-khan wrote to court to complain of the delay, 
and obtained an order from court to Nizam-ul- 
mulk, governor-general of Malwa, to see placed 
therein Kassim Kuly-khan Nizam-ul-mulk, who 
entertained a favourable opinion of Mahomed- 
khan, sent for him, and persuaded him to sur- 
render the place quietly, and as he discovered 
considerable talents m that officer, he took him 
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into his own seivice, and seized the first occasion to 
employ him In the anaichy that had pi evaded 
111 the proMiice, owimj to the neglect of the court, 
the fortress of Tlahatgur had been seized by a re- 
fractoiy zemmdai of the neighbouihood, whom 
Nizam-ul-mulk desired to expel On this semce 
he despatched Mahomed-khan, the late governor 
of hlando, at the head of a body of troops He 
performed the duty with great piomptitude, and 
flattered himself that it would soften the asperity 
of the two Seid bi others but they M’^ere iiiecon- 
cileable 

Nizam-ul-mulk afterwards emplo5’'ed the same 
office! to nd the prownce of banditti that lurked m 
it, and of bringing the whole of the zemindars into 
submission This service he also successfully per- 
formed, b}’' having, m the first instance, secured 
certain difficult passes and stiong-holds in the 
district of Chandery, which served as a retreat to 
numbeiless free-booters 

As soon as Nizam-nl-mulk saw every thing set- 
tled in his government, he turned his attention 
towaids increasing the number of his troops, filling 
his magazines, exercising Ins officers and soldiers, 
and in making new acquisitions in the district of 
Chandery 

Such ^^’nrhke preparations were not concealed 
from Abdullah-khan, who received daily infor- 
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mation from his intelligencers , but he felt another 
subject of inquietude He obtained information 
that Mahomed Amm-khan, instead of speaking 
Hindustanv, was in the habit of making use of the 
Turkish language hen he entered into close con- 
lersation with the emperor, and he also learned 
that he held secret correspondence with Kizam- 
ul-mulk,^ about whose person there w'ere more 
troops than he had occasion for, -whilst he enter- 
tained a still more numerous bod)' under the com- 
mand of the disaffected officer iMahomed-khan. 
This intelligence gave such inquietude to the 
brotheis, that Hussein Ali-khan the younger, 
■nffio w'as viceroy of the Deckan, wTote to Nizam- 
ul-mulk, that as both he and his brother, with a 
view to put an end to the internal troubles of the 
Deckan, wished to establish their residence m the 
pro-ynnce of Malwa, midw'ay betw een the Deckan 
and the capital, they hoped that, to accommodate 
them, Hizam-ul-mulkwmuld take his choice of the 
four governments of Multan, Candeish, Acberabad, 
or Ilahabad This letter produced the very breach 
it -was mtended to prevent Nizam-ul-mulk, 
already discontented at Dilaver Ah-khan’s bemg 
encamped upon the limits of his government -with 
an army m the interest of the Seids, and suspicious 

* Nizara-ul-mulk, though bom in India^ '^\as of Turany 
parents 



SIYAR-UL-MUTAKnERIN 


207 


of Ills motives in affecting a junction with the 
Hindu piinces Raja Bhim-sing and Raja Gaj- 
sing, whose presence excited commotions amongst 
the zemindars of his frontiei, answeied the mode- 
rate letter of Hussein Ali-khan’s m a haughty 
style 

The brothel s sent for his principal agent at 
court, with whom they had some sharp conver- 
sation, which ended m threats against his mastei 
Nizam-ul-mulk having leceived intelligence of this 
proceeding, and hawugalso leained that Mahomed 
Amm-khan was endeavouring to kindle the mdig- 
nation of the young emperor against him, concluded 
that the preservation of his oyti power and life, as 
well as that of all the foieign nobles and other 
numerous persons of distinction, depended on the 
downfall of the tvim brothers He had also reason 
to be excessively provoked at the insolent beha- 
viour of Rattan Chand and Ajit-smg, the Hindu 
agents of the Seids Full of these feelings, he 
held a consultation -with his friends and military 
chiefs, and resolved to display openly the standaid 
of revolt He accordingly wrote a short letter to 
the two brothers, and coming out of his palace 
with Abd-ur-rahim-khan, Marhamet-khan, and 
Rahim-khan, he put himself at the head of his 
army, which, includmg his old troops and his new 
levies, amounted to tsveh^e thousand horse This 
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Jumad-us-sani 
AH 1132 

April, 

A D 1721 


occurred about the middle of the month of Jumad- 
, us-sani, m the year 1132 of the Hegira, which 
answers to the second year of Mahomed-shah’s 
reign He was m the neighbourhood of the town 
of Sironj, where he had been long encamped m 
order to overawe a number of refractory chiefs on 
that frontier His purpose being now accom- 
plished, he decamped suddenly, and marched to 
the south 

This intelligence arrived at Acberabad in a few 
days, and soon became public. The vezir -wrote 
immediately to Dilaver Ali-khan and to the two 
Hindu princes to follow Nizam-ul-mulk rapidly, 
recommending them at the same time to gain over 
the numerous clans of Afghans settled throughout 
the Heckan, after which their business would be 
to crush Nizam-el-mulk before he should have time 
to make head 

These disorders throughout the kingdom afforded 
a bad example, so that the meanest men availed 
themselves of their distance from the capital to 
aspire at independence 

One Hussem-khan Afghan, head-man of the tovra 
of Cossore in the Penjab, had for many years taken 
possession of the best distncts about Cossore and 
Lahore, where he acted as if he was the hereditary 
sovereign. These troubles commenced whilst Abd- 
us-semed-khan, the viceroy of Lahore, was occu- 
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piod niT'iin*;! the Stke. (hiniifr which lime the 
Afi;h.m<; expelled hi'^ collector'; aiul the crown- 
ofliccr': After thi'; he a‘''^emblcd troops, and hearing 
(hat Knlb-cd-din-khan, an olheer of character, was 
marching against him. he encountered him on the 
wa's, destro\ed or dispersed Ins ca\alry, took all 
Ins baLTiraire .md slew the commandei This a ic- 
tor\ raised his chanictcr, and he soon found him- 
self at the head of eight or nine thousand hoi sc, 
with which he Ic\ied his contributions far and 
near, so that the Mccroy himself, whose force w'as 
reduced tose\cn oi eight thousand horse about his 
person, found it necessary to march against him 
The two armies met at Chaonj, about thirty coss 
from Lahore Abd-us-semed-khan gave the com- 
mand of his centre to Kerim Kuly-khan, his chief 
commander, on Ins light he placed Tany-khan 
and Khw a)a Rahmct-iillah, two of his relations, 
both men of tried ^aloul , the wdiole being undei 
the command of Ilafi? Ali-khan, biothci to Khan 
Mirza The ad\ancc consisted ol a body of one 
thousand Rohilla Afghans, wdnch he knew'^ to be 
personally hostile to the rebel On Ins left he 
placed Arif-khan, his lieutenant, wuth Akgar-khan, 
and he took post m their front On the opposite 
side, Hiissem-khan put ins owm nephew' Mustefa- 
khan m his fiist line, togethei wutli Rahraet-klian, 
Seid-klian, and some othei Afghan commandei s. 


^ or I 
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all mounted upon elephants No sooner had the 
combat commenced by a fire of musketrj’', than 
Hussem-khan advanced at full gallop towards the 
enemy’s artiller^% through which having passed, he 
pushed on to Kerim Kuly-khan, whom he un- 
horsed at the first onset, and made a great slaughter 
of his men Following up his blow, he fell next 
on Akgar-khan, whose troops being mostly new 
levies, were soon broken, so that their commander 
remained with only five or six hundred veterans, 
all Turanies, armed with bows. These troops un- 
wUing to forsake their general, discharged such 
showers of arrows that they threw the Afghans into 
disorder Akgar-khan now rushed upon the enemy, 
and encouraging his men both by his voice and 
example, made such havoc amongst the Afghans, 
that Mustefa-khan was slam, together with the 
greater part of the three thousand men who had 
followed him Hussem-khan, meantime, pushed 
on with ardour against Abd-us-semed-khan him- 
self, so that this general was on the point of being 
borne down amid the host of men wounded and 
slam around him At this cntical moment Akgar- 
khan arrived with his corps of victorious Tura- 
nies, and changed the face of affairs. Just then, 
the driver of Hussein-khan’s elephant fell dead 
from his seat Shah Baz-beg, that chief’s religious 
preceptor, and who used always to be seated on his 
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nghl linnd, al^^o killed , while IIiis<?ein-klian 
liiiii''Clf being ■struck in the forehead by a miiskel- 
b.ill bv Ilaf]/ All-khan, fell down likemse From 
till*; inoincnl a jianic seized the Afghan tioops, and 
(he tiniipings and cushions on the elephant having 
taken file, the tiooj>s of Ilusscin-khan, wlio liad lost 
alinosi all (heir ofheers, deserted their ranks, and 
fied in disordci Abd-us-semed-khan rewarded 
his connnandeis upon the field of battle Akgai- 
khan, who had so much contributed to the success 
of the da>, icccncd the additional inilitaiy giade 
offi^c hundred horse, and two hundred more w'eie 
added to the si\ hundred horse already undci his 
command , he was also jircsented with an elephant, 
a dagger, and a sabre 

On the report of this victory at court, the tw^o 
brothel s wTote letters of congratulation to the 
viceroy, and the title of Scif-ed-dowdah, oi sw^oid 
of the state, was superadded to those already borne 
by Abd-us-semed-khan 

"While these events w'eie passing m the Penjab, 
the Dcckan became the scene of more serious 
commotions Ni/am-ul-mulk, resolved not to sub- 
mit to the Seids, had passed the Nerbedda, the 
northern boundary of the Deckan His good foi- 
tune, to wdnch he had entirely committed himself, 
now'- favoured him, so that after folding that rivei 
at Acbei pool , the foi tress of Assn , wdnch had cost 

p 2 
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a Siege of many years to the victorious Acber, 
surrendered without a blow The officers and troops 
of the garrison were gamed over at the instigation 
of their commander Talib-khan, notwithstanding 
he owed both his appointment and elevation to 
the younger of the two brothers He delivered 
the keys to Nizam-ul-mulk, who paid the troops 
instantly two years’ pay, which vvas due to them* 
and conferred many favours on other individuals 
The citadel of Boorhanpoor fell in much the same 
manner, and to crown all, Ghows-khan, governor 
of the province of Berar, who bore the character 
of a man of courage and talents, came to join 
Nizam-ul-mulk, to whom he was nearly allied, 
and brought with him a body of veteran troops 
and a tram of artillery Hardly was he m camp, 
when Sumbha, a Mahratta officer, who was dis- 
contented with the Sahu Raja, his master, quitted 
his service, and with two thousand horse, which 
he commanded, also joined Nizam-ul-mulk Thns 
example was followed ,by several zemindars of 
Berar, and by some Afghan, chieftains, long settled 
in that country The defection becoming con- 
tagious, Anwar-khan, governor of the province of 
Candeish, who owed every thing to Abdullah- 

* It -was not to be supposed that a gamson two years in 
arrears would defend* the place against a chief who promised 
to pay them. 
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Klnn, tMu (if tlio two lirollii r'^, r.inu* mir Ilko^\I‘^c, 
uul wli It \\ i'' ''in'^nil.ir i‘>, tli.it lie ^\n‘^ actu- 
ilh 111 llie r iiii|H»f \kiii \li-kh.in, a lu'plicw of the 
two Si i(K. who w i*< till ir <le|)Ut\ iii tlie Dcckati, 
w III n lit uh'pti (1 till'- '-li |i 'Pile latter chief aKo, 
111 iniij "f till |)io”ri'-'' of iVi/ani-iil-nnilk, lor^ot 
all he- olili'Tilioii*- to till two lirdthtr*-, .iiul iiiiclei 
|iri t( m 1 of prt)\ kIiiil;' for llu <it\ of Hoorlian- 
poor, w 4 nt u\ 1 1 to tlKiriiuiin 'I he ajiproai h of 
<(i viu 1 4 v^iiil n ‘reiicril i*- \ i/.ini-iil-nnilk ('-In led 
iko ,\‘-oi-|ah^ (iiliii'-i (1 ‘-111 h terror throughout 
till ])t( kin, tint iHiiiibt r*- ol the Maliratta com- 
III null r*- who at the he ul of llicir trnop'- were 
t\ir\ whin eolkctiiie (limit for their iiia'-tcr the 
Iki),! of it tarn, withdrew Ironi their ‘-tatiom, 
and er.iduall> ri tired to Sattara A\'’hil‘-t ISi/ani- 
ul-iiiiilk wav .uhancm<: voiitliward, an adicntiirc 
hajipened tli.it vet Ins clianielcr in .i\er\ athan- 
tageoiis point of Mew' A I.uh of high distinc- 
tion, who knew nothing of the re^olutlon, was 
nd\ ineing tow.irds the north She was the mother 
of Seif-cd-diii All-khan, and sister of the two 
Seids She was going to (he eapital to pay a 
Msit to her son, accompanied 1 )'\ his wufe, and 
se\eral sni.ill ehiklren On reaching Boorhanpoor, 
she w'as ama/cd to licai of hci being m an enemy’s 
country, and that Abzam-ul-mulk w'as advancing 
m that direction Struck wuth the difficulty of 
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her 'Situation, she sent a person of distinction, with 
an ofiFer of money and jewels, to be allowed to 
prosecute her journey with honour and safety. 
Nizam-ul-mulk smiled on perusing the letter, and 
sending 'for a dress ol honour; he conferred it on 
the lady’’s agent, whom he requested to take 
charge of some' fruit, which he sent dor the chil- 
dren, and calling at the same time for one of his 
officers, who commanded two’ hundred horse, bade 
him wait on the lady with his corps, and escort 
her safely to the camp of Dilaver Ali-khan, who 
commanded the i^ezir’s* array marching to attack 
him This general, who was provided with every 
thing necessary, had orders to fight and destroy 
JNizam-ul-mulk, and Hussein Ali-khan waited'only 
for letters from him, m order that be might set 
out 'himself for the Deckan Rattan Chand, in- 
deed, more than once proposed to getnd of Nizam- 
ul-mulk, by quietly relinquishing to him the vice- 
royalty of the Deckan, but such a proposal was 
opposed to the feelings of his master The north- 
ern parts of the empire seemed- convulsed as mucli 
as the southern, for violent and bloody commo- 
tions had now arisen m Cashmire 

There one Mula Abd-ul-neby, a Cashrairian, 
known by the appellation of Mohtevy-klian, a man 
wlio was celebrated for his prejudice against the 
Hindus, availed himself of the confusion of the times 
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to give vent to this feeling He assembled a 
number of idle, disorderly, inconsiderate Mus- 
jsulmen, and went at their head to Mir Ahmed, 
the lieutenant-governoi , and to the kazy or chief 
ludge of the province, to whom he proposed 
that henceforward Hindus of all sorts should be 
prohibited the use of hoi ses, white robes, turbans, 
and arms , and also that they should be forbidden 
to go out, but at stated houis, to gardens and bath- 
ing places The lieutenant-governor and the judge 
answered calmly, that whatever regulations his 
majesty should think proper to piomulgate, by the 
advice of the learned divines of his court, on those 
matters, as a standing rule for all the Hindus of 
his dominions, would of course find their way into 
Cashmire, where it would be their business as his 
special servants to carry them into execution This 
answer being unsatisfactory to Mohtevy-khan, he, 
m concert with a number of low people about him, 
adopted the stupid practice of attacking and ill- 
treatmg every Hindu of rank he chanced to meet 
in the streets One day, as Saliib Kay, a Hindu 
of distinction, was giving an entertainment at a 
garden in the suburbs, that disturber of the peace, 
aided by his associates, fell unexpectedly on these 
innocent people, and killed and wounded many of 
them Sahib Ray finding himself aimed at, fled 
to the palace of Mir.Ahmed-khan, the lieutenant- 
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governor, and wliilc he was there concealed, his 
house in town was plundered and sacked by Moh- 
tevy-khan and his followers They likewise plun- 
dered the whole Hindu quarter of the city , aftei 
which they set it on fire, killing and dispersing not 
only all the Hindus who came out to entreat their 
mercy, but all Mussulmans who attempted to in- 
tercede foi them . Heated with tins success, the mob 
maichcd down to the governor’s palace, which 
they attacked at first with stones and biick-bals, 
and at last with ariows and musket-balls, and 
whoever came out was insulted and plundered, if 
not killed and stripped, upon the spot The lieu- 
tenant-governor remained besieged for a whole day 
and night, nor would it have been po'^sible for him 
to escape, had he not adopted several contrivances 
and cxjioscd himself to the most imminent peril 
The next day he assembled a few soldiers and some 
other people, mounted horses, and being supported 
})} the commander of the forces of Shah Ncia/- 
khan, and by several military officers, he advanced 
Awards the seditious insurgents, but the latter, 
having rcccn cd ad\ ice of his design, had assembled 
a vast number of men of their oun stamp with 
mtcntion to stand their ground On obscr\ mg that 
the bcutenant-go\crnor had crossed a bridge to 
ap[)roach them, their leader sent some of his fol- 
lo\\crs to set It on fire , and following up the blow. 
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lie al'50 burnt all the streets in Ins flank and rear, 
whilst some otheis of his people getting amongst 
the 1 inns maintained incessant discharges of mus- 
ketry, arrows, stones and brick-bats, while the 
wives and children of the Mussulman mob strove 
to outdo them, by tossing baskets-full of filth and 
every missile they could obtain from the houses 
into the streets In a little tune Seid Welly the 
lieutenant-governor’s nephew, and Zulficar-beg, the 
cotwal's deputy, wei c slam, with a number of others, 
and many more were giievously wounded oi dis- 
abled , so that Mir Ahmed-khan saw himself almost 
alone Unable to go back, and afraid of advancing or 
stopping, he had recouise to entreaties and suppliea- 
tions, and after undei going every soit of indignity 
and outrage, he was suffered to escape Mohtevy- 
khan, now fieicei than ever, returned to the gover- 
nor’s house, where Sahib Hay had taken sheltei 
with a multitude of Hindus Having entered it by 
force, he seized every one of them, killed some, 
cut off the noses of others, and cncumcised all 
those he thought proper otherwise to save The 
latter operation was pei formed m so brutal a man- 
ner that some lost then members altogether The 
next day be repaired, at the head of a great throng, 
to the great mosque , where, of his own authority, 
he deposed the lieutenant-governor, proclaimed 
himself in his stead by the style and title of Dm- 
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dar-khan,* and ordered that until the amval of 
another heutenant-governor, the kazy should hear 
and determine all causes of complaint , so that for 
five months together, Mir Ahmed-khan remained a 
private man m his own capital, whilst Mohtevy- 
khansat every day in state in the mosque, heanng 
and determining all matters concerning finance and 
government 

An account of these disturbances having reached 
court, Momm-khan was deputed to Cashmire on 
the part of Enaiet-ullah-khan, governor of the 
proinnce, but who resided at court This mtelh- 
gence intimidated Mohtevy-khan, who by this 
time had repented of what he had done In the 
first impulse of the moment, he took two of his 
small children by the hand, and went with them 
to Khwaja Abdullah, one of the pnncipai holies 
of the city, with whom he had some acquaintance, 
and having heard that he intended to go out to 
meet the new lieutenant-governor at the head of the 
pnncipai religious men and the citizens, he wished 
to accompany him The holy man answered that 
he had no objection, but that he thought he ought 
m the first instance to go to the commander of the 
troops, Mir Shah Newaz-khan, whose forgiveness 
he ought to ask for what had passed Mohtevy- 
khan accordmgly went to the general’s quarters, 

* The supporter of the fajth 
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where the latter had, by the kwajah’s advice, con- 
cealed a number of men from the Judbel, that much 
jnjuied quaiter of the city On his entering the 
loom, a few words were exchanged, when the gene- 
ral excused himself and went away, the concealed 
men rushed on Mohtevy-khan from their retreat 
and seued him , they first ripped open before his 
face the bellies of his two children, and then fall- 
ing upon him, put him to death \\nth all the toi- 
tures which then resentment prompted Hardly 
had this e\ ent taken place, when the followers of 
Molltc^ y-klian resoh ed to revenge his death, and 
running to the Judbel, they commenced killing, 
wounding, beating, and mangling the inhabitants, 
and eventually set file to their houses About 
three thousand men were hacked to pieces by 
these wi etches These proved to be mostly Mo- 
gul merchants, and other strangers who resided m 
Cashmire for the purpose of trade A vast num- 
ber of women and children were likewise seized 
on, and earned away Property to the amount 
of several lacs was plundered or utterly’- spoiled , 
uor IS there any describing the usage to which 
those defenceless people were subjected by those 
miscreants Hanng finished what they called the 
first campaign of their religious war, they pro- 
ceeded to the second, that is, they marched m a 
body to the house of the kazy and the genei-al 
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Sh.ili N( \s.» 7 'Khnii Tlic I.itlcr foiirul mcan^. to 
rcniJiin concealed, the ka/N cli.in‘4id Ins dn '■s and 
slunk a\'.a}, and the rnob, nu ensed at Ins e'^cape, 
tore up Ins house from the \(r\ ffuindation, and 
scaltcnu" the male rials .dxiUt. tin y h ft not a brick 
on the spot If w.is sfenie da\s after tins ocf ur- 
rence that Monnn-kh.ni, tin nev, lieutonant- 
Lonernor, .nrned Ilis first tare v as to s< nd Mir 
Alnncd-khan to a plate ol ^afeU , In^ sttontl, to 
re-cslablish order anti subordination, a ddlicult 
task in a coiintrA* notorious for the teirbiilent tbs- 
position of Its inhabitants, a wit keel nice of men, 
ainon;^ whom a man in power must tontrnett) rule 
as much In tontdiation anil tonetssion as by 
rifTOur 

"Whilst tlic northern })art of the cmjnrc was reco- 
^c^ng from this state of toinulsion, the southern 
slates had become the theatre of a \erj dangerous 
war, that struck at the ver} existence of the two 
Scids. We left Ddaver Ali-khan in full march 
for Boorhanpoor. Ni7am-ul-midk, informed of his 
motions, sent against liim one of his generals, w ilh 
Ins best troops He w'as soon joined by Ghow’s- 
khan’s ca^ airy wnth a train of artillery, the wdiolc 
under command of his trusty friend, Enaiet-klian, 
wdiile himself, mounting his elephant, came out of 
the city wnth his kinsman Ghow'S-khan, and wnth 
the rest of Ins ai my he encamjied in the neigh- 
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bourhood, so a*? to be at hand As soon as the 
enemy Mas di<5co\ered, Enaiet-khan diew up his 
aiiny, and pin suing jVi7am-ul-mulk’s instiuetions, 
he placed the giealc‘?t part of his hglit and hea\y 
arlillci> in a bu'^hy spot of ground, Mdiere it re- 
mained loaded mmIIi grape-shot It M^as along the 
sides of a brook, mIiosc shady banks MXie Avell 
calculated foi concealing it The artilleiy was 
suppoited by a numeioiis body of infantry, Mdiose 
valour had been tried, and M’hom iSb7am-ul-mulk 
knc\v to be capable of preserving their presence of 
mind in a moment of dangci On the otliei hand, 
Dilaver Ali-khan, M'lth that fieij’^ courage peculiar 
to him, and that bluntness of intellect proveibial 
among the men of Barha, adi'anced, accompanied 
by Dost Mahomed-khan, an Afghan commandei 
He ranged his army m the follonung manner He 
placed himself at the head of eleven thousand 
horse, and the hvo Hindu piiuces, Bhim-smgand 
Gaj-smg, folloM^ed noth a compact body of Raj- 
puts In real of these was his aitillery, and behind 
all his M’^ai -elephants It was m this order of 
battle he advanced in a fiantie mannei against the 
enemjy who \vaited steadily for him Enaiet-khan, 
on the central y, merely ivatched the motions of 
the enemy The battle commenced by mutual 
discharges of musketry and rockets, when Dilaver 
All-khan, inflamed by the sight of his foes, ad- 
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vanced farther and farther on the rct;nng enemy, 
v.dtliout PUfcpecting an amhnseade, untjJ Ijc found 
himself involved m very unequal ground, v.hiel) 
obliged )i^htroo})‘^ to breaV their ranH Unmindful 
of this di'^ordcr, he puslicd on til) he reached Hie 
fpot y/hieh concealed the enemy. Here lie v.as 
oppo‘'ed by a f teady body of men, v/lio Hiking aim 
leifturel}', dif-charged a volley of mm^ketrj', cannon, 
and rocket';, v/hieh brought dov/n almost the v.diole 
of the leading columns 7'ho.-.e behind, Uirnfuid 
by the temble execution, availefl themselves of 
the smoke which now covered the plain to retreat, 
m so much that Dilaver Ah-khan v/as almostalone, 
wdth no one about Ins person but the two rajas, 
and about four or fr.'e hundred men The ground 
was too uneven for either a horse or elephant i/j 
move with ease, and the greatest part of the 
cavalry with the Hajputs v/ere lying dead or 
v/ounded on the field of battle, whilst the rest 
were flying in all directions In this situation. 
Dost Mahomed -khan, that Afghan so renovmed 
for his courage and great character, thought proper 
likev/ise to retire ; the sense of honour havingbeen 
superseded in him by a sense of fear : for fortune 
appeared nov/ to have turned her back upon the 
tv/o brothers, and nothing connected with them 
seemed to terminate favourably. Dilaver Ali- 
khan, m despair, sbll purhed on v/jib the tw'o rajas 
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and his few i emainmg brave troops These being 
shot at like so many targets, were all slain to a 
, man. This wctory, which had almost destroyed 
the enemy’s army, cost Nizam-ul-mulk hardly any 
loss, and it is universally admitted that he did not 
lose a single officer of rank The enemy flying 
m every direction, a shout of victory arose, and 
Dilaver Ah-khan’s military chest, baggage, artillery 
and equipage, with every thing that could escape 
a general pillage, was taken possession of for Ni- 
zam-ul-mulk’s use This chieftain now returned 
m triumph to Boorhanpoor, where he spent his 
time m conciliating the inhabitants, and in reward- 
mg his soldiers with, elephants, costly dresses of 
honour, nch arms, and other favours , whilst he 
took care to relieve the wounded by supplying 
them with money and medicines 

The report of this victory having reached Agra, 
gave a secret but sincere satisfaction to the em- 
peror, as well as to Mahomed Amin-khan, and to 
all those who professed an attachment to that 
pnnce, but it filled the two brothers with fear 
and anxiety They now held consultations daily 
Sometimes they proposed to march agamst Nizam- 
ul-mulk together , at others they thought it would 
be better to carry the emperor to the capital (Dehli), 
where he should be left under the care of the elder 
brother, whilst Hussein Ah-khan, the younger. 
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should march agamst the dangerous nval that had 
risen in the Deckan. At one time they intended 
to carry the emperor into the middle of the theatre 
of rrar. so as to make him partake of their ovm 
danger: and at another, they thought it more 
decent, first of all to send for Hussein Ah-khan's 
•wife and children, and then only to march agamst 
I'Tizam-ul-mulk. Another object of their appre- 
hension was 3Iahomed Amin-khan. who save them 
very great umbrage, in so much that there was a 
pubhc report one day current that he had been 
put to death by the Seids, or at least, arrested . 
and on another, that a reconcihation had taken 
place, and that all animosity between them was 
buried in oblivion. It is said that the younger 
brother voted for his being put to death, but that 
the elder, regardful of the oaths and promises which 
had passed between him and the Turany chiefi 
objected, declaring that such a step would not 
only be ungenerous and dishonourable, but even 
impohtic The dispute on this point grew warm, 
and the elder brother was heard to sav, “ 3Iv life 
is a pledge for his ; if you are bent on killmg him, 
then kill me also, or let me kill myself.’' It -^vas 
not till after such debates that his life was spared, 
and mdeed, as he •was doomed to slay Hussein 
Ali-khan himself, how could it occur that he should 
be kiUed by him ? 
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earthquake seemed to have subsided indeed, but 
not Avithout undergoing, now and tlicn, some 
sligliter commotions during the four or five months 
that followed On the first of Zilkad, it \^as de- 
termined in council, that the Empcior’s camp- 
equipngc, with that of the AC7ir’s, should quit the 
environs of Acber-abad, m order to march to the 
capital, and that the younger brother, Hussein 
Ali-khan, should, with a number of noblemen ac- 
customed to a camp life, set out at the head of a 
numerous armv for the Deckan. 

Whilst the preparations for such a campaign 
were making, the tale-bearers were so busy, and 
the suspicions entertained of all the Turanies were 
so prevalent, that Mahomed Amin-khan’s life and 
death came again to be a subject of debate Fresh 
disputes aiosc between the brothers regarding his 
fate, and the differenees of opinion having transpired 
abroad, became a topic of general conversation 
thioughout the city Matters became so critical, 
that he expected every moment an attack upon his 
person, and he used to sleep m armour, and to be 
surrounded day and night by a body of Turany 
soldiers devoted to his pemon At last, and whilst 
extremities of the most fatal kind were expected, 
both parties came to an accommodation , mutual 
promises and solemn oaths weie interchanged 
with a sinceiity appaiently quite remote from dis- 
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guise and ticaclici)'' IIow fai all tliesc piotes- 
latlons^^crc really sinccic on the pait of one of 
the parties, we shall soon have occasion to see, 
meanwhile we shall resume oui nanative of the 
projected campaign m the Deckan As the A’^an- 
quished arniYl'f'd been almost destroyed, the A'^ery 
fcAv that escaped fioin that slaughter, but Avhich 
did not amount to moie than tAA^o oi three thou- 
sand men, made the best of then Avay to Aalein 
All-khan s ai my m a most wretclied condition, 
whilst Ni/ani-ul-inulk employed his tunc m im- 
proving his aitilleiy and camp-cquipagc, m pro- 
viding ainnuniition, and m distiibuting medicines 
to his wounded, as Avell as m quieting the minds 
of the citizens, and m recruiting his troops, AAdiose 
liearts he endeavoured to gam by every means in 
his poAAmi His mam object, though conducted m 
seciet, was Iioaa'' to debauch and entice aAvay 
Aalem All-khan’s soldieis and officers, the moie 
so, as Avhile he was busy m gaming the enemy’s 
soldiers, he Avas occasionally losing some of his 
own AmA’^er-khan, that ungrateful chief, AAdio 
had so fai forgotten all the obligations he oAved to 
the Seid bi others, as togoovei to Nizam-ul-mulk, 
noAv tinned again to the opposite party, as if one 
treason could not suffice He Avrote to Aalem 
All-khan, that Nizam-ul-mulk Avas not groAvn 
so poAA’^eiful but that he might be ciushed by a 
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timely and rapid march He represented him as 
spending his time in making up medicines, and m 
raising contributions on the people , a state of in- 
action, he observed, which afforded a precious 
opportunity, that a man of genius ought not to 
let slip This letter having been intercepted, 
served only to render the writer despicable, and 
to bnng on him so much the sooner the punish- 
ment he merited 

Aalem Ali-khan had no need of excitement , he 
set out m the beginning of Ramazan with an army 
of twenty-five thousand horse, amongst which 
were ten or twelve thousand Mahrattas of the 
Raja of Sattara under the command of Kanda 
Behary and Sankrajy Malhar He was likewise 
accompanied by some commanders of character, 
who remerabenng how they had shed their blood 
more than once under Hussein Ali-khan’s com- 
mand, were attached to his cause and devoted to 
his person Several other officers and persons of 
distinction were also m his army, some of whom 
followed him out of sincere zeal, and others from 
motives of interest With these troops Aalem 
All-khan thought himself a match for the enemy, 
and having with some difficulty earned his army 
through the pass of Fendapoor, which lies midway 
betwixt Candeish and Aurengabad, he encamped 
in the neighbourhood of the latter city, where his 
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to the south through a senes of perpetual skirmish- 
ing, his intention being to avoid a general action 
until he found a field of battle suited to his pur- 
pose. Having reached at last the town of Bala- 
poor, he prepared for action so soon as the two 
armies got vuthm sight of each other, and Aalem 
All-khan prepared to attack the enemy. This was 
on the fifth of Shewal. Aalem Ali-khan put his 
first line under the command of Manuwar-khan, 
and Galib Ali-khan Deckany, and supported their 
nght by several corps commanded by Amir-khan, 
brother of Khan Aalem, by Amir-khan, cousin of 
the late Daud-khan Peny, and by Shamshir-khan, 
Ashref-khan, and Fidwy-khan His left was com- 
posed of the several corps commanded by Refat- 
khan, and by some other officers of character, to 
whom he attached all the Mahratta cavaliy-, Avith 
strict injunctions not to allow them to mix in the 
ranks Aalem Ali-khan himself took post in the 
centre, where he shared his elephant with Ghias- 
khan His artillery marched in front, surrounded 
by ten or twelve thousand Carnatic musketeers, 
supported by a number of war-elephants, that 
looked like so many mountains cased m iron. The 
general having reviewed his troops, seemed satis- 
fied m his mind, and advanced with a cheerful 
countenance, pleased to think that he was going 
mto an engagement likely to prove prosperous. 
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But he wa*? lately armed iii those parts, iinae- 
quaintecl ith the nature of the eounti y, and totally 
nncxpcncnced in Mar for although hcAvas awaic 
that DdaAcr Ah*khan had lost both his life and 
army gning M'ay to an impetuosity Mdnch had 
earned linn headlong into an ambuscade, Mdiich, 
Mith a little more preeanliou, he might have 
a^0Kled, nevertheless Aalem Ali-khan fell himself 
into a similar snaie, M’heie aftei exhibiting piodi- 
gies of \alour, the sMeet floM'ei of his life Avas 
crojijied in the ^ cry season of youth The truth 
IS, that he m as under the impulse of fate 

no scheme nor contra nnee is (lc*itniv to be c\aclccl 5 
Be It a lioar^ sage or an uncxpmenccd youth 

On the morning of the sixth of the month, Aalem 
All-khan, suiiounded b}^ thntj’’ oi forty comman- 
ders, all mounted on elephants, maiched against 
the enemy with a blind secuiity, Mdnch can nei- 
ther be concealed noi dissembled in the page of 
history 

Nizam-ul-mulk on his side ga\e the command 
of his first line to the bia\e Merluimet-khan, and 
in Older to make trial of his son, Ghazi-ed-dm- 
khan’s fortune, he placed him under that lenowned 
officer Abd-ur-rahim-khan, Raiet-khan, Saad-ed- 
dm-khan, Darab-khan, Kamyab-kluin, and Enaiet- 
khan, all at the head of then tioops, weie distri- 
buted on his 1 ight and left wings, together with 
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the coips commanded by Kadir-dad-khan, Akh- 
tisas-khan, Dilir-khan, and Anver-khan To those 
troops he added all the Rajputs commanded by 
their rajas, and brought by some commanders 
discontented with the two brothers, but desirous 
of distinction. Nizam-ul-mulk himself took post 
in the centre with Ghows-khan by his side As 
to the troops brought by the zemindars, as well as 
some thousands of Mahratta cavalry, he thought it 
better to leave them in his leax under Sambah, 
their general, with orders to secure his camp 
against the enemy’s Mahrattas Nizam-ul-mulk 
had a numerous artillery, which had been vastly 
augmented by what he drew from the fortresses of 
. Assir and Boorhanpoor, but especially by those 
guns which he had acquired in his late victory 
This he placed in his front in full view of the 
enemy, but as soon as it became dark, he sent 
great part of his guns to the left and right, where 
they were concealed by a copse from the enemy’s 
sight, and they were managed with skill by offi- 
cers of tried valour and ability The guns were 
loaded with grape, and there were intermixed 
with them swivels, wall-pieces, and rockets This 
arrangement was hardly complete, when Alem 
All-khan’s army was seen m motion, and the 
action was commenced by the advance consisting 
of ten or twelve thousand horse, which under the 



sn AU-Ur-Ml TAKIlhUlX 


233 


command of IMamiwai-khan, charged the Deckan 
artillery Upon the first discharge Manuwor- 
khan \\as slam, together with some of the bravest 
of Ins men At sight of this, the first lino of 
Ni7am-iil-miilk, piincijially composed of Mogols, 
attacked the enemy’s line, which it threw into 
confusion This being leportcd to Aalem Ali- 
khan, lie mo\cd a mimbei of choice troops m haste 
to icpair the disoidcr in his centre Here the 
battle raged with furj Aalem Ali-khan was the 
foremost in c\ci} attack, o^crthrow mg the enemy’s 
troops, confounding tlicir ranks, and making them 
lose ground Flushed w ith this success, he pushed 
on with aidoui, but wuthout caution, the Deckan 
line fell back in good order, Aalem Ali-khan pui- 
sued, and both parties w'cic drawing nearer and 
iieai er to that fatal spot w here the cannons were 
concealed The Deckan artillery w'as under the 
management of a body of tried men, personally 
mimical to the tw'o Seids At length it opened 
its fire, and aftordeda specimen of the day of judg- 
ment The sun’s light was darkened, and the 
day w^as turned into night When the smoke 
cleared up, Ghalib-khan, Shemsliir-khan, Ashref- 
khan, Klnvaja Rahmet-khan, IMunteliy-khan, and 
Mahomedy-beg, with a vast number of the braA'est 
commanders and soldiers w^eie found ainono: the 
slam, w'elteiing in their blood. The best and 
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bravest part of the cavalry was destroyed or dis- 
abled Still this did not dismay Aalem Ali-khan, 
who, although wounded, made a brave stand, and 
rallied round his person a number of veteran 'sol- 
diers, all ready to spill their blood for his sake 
With these he continued to advance, when his 
progress was stopped by Akhtisas-khan and by 
Enaiet-khan, as well as by numbers of others, 
who could not help adminng the valour of that 
young hero Here commenced a new, a long and 
bloody contest, which ended by Akhtisas-khan’s 
engaging Aalem Ali-khan hand to hand, when the 
latter lost his right arm in the combat This wound 
having disabled him, he was over-powered and 
slain on the spot, together witli nineteen other 
commanders of note , and the greatest part of that 
brave body that had adhered to him The young 
Seid cheerfully, and with a face glowing with 
honour, resigned his soul, which fled to join his 
holy and valiant ancestors Sankrajy Mulhar, 
the Mahratta commander, who followed Aalem 
All-khan, with a number of the bravest of his 
nation, was wounded, and taken prisoner with 
some of his best troops 

Whilst this scene of slaughter was acting, Omer- 
khan, brother of the late Daud-khan Peny, and 
Amir-khan, brother of Khan Aalem, two com- 
manders, who had treacherously abandoned Aalem 
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Ali-klinn, ailing thcm'^clvcs of the general con- 
fu'^ion, seized on three or four elephants and on 
Ihrec or four lac*; of rupees, quitted the field of 
battle, and to their eternal disgrace, heeling 
round ith a miinbcr of troops, as treacherous as 
theiu'^ehes, sui rendered to Nizam-ul-mulk That 
general ordered the enemy's artillery, military 
chest, camp equipage, and hate\ cr belonged to 
the commandeis slam m battle, to be applied to 
his use In this second battle, as m the former, 
the Dcckan troops siifiercd so little, that not 
an officer of chameter was slam, and few only 
^^ounded 

When intelligence of this second disaster was 
brought to the two brothers at Dehli, it threw 
them into a state of despair, especially the younger, 
who from his deep sensibility of reierse of fortune, 
was inwardly consumed by grief and impatience, 
and he suffered the utmost anguish when he re- 
flected that his wife and family were yet in the 
Deckan Fortunately foi him, m a few days more 
he received intelligence that before Nizam-ul- 
imilk's approach to Auiengabad, the goiernor of 
Dowletabad, although he had been ill-used by the 
two Seids, and was dissatisfied with their pro- 
ceedings, had the generosity to receive that forlorn 
family, with all their dependants and effects, -with- 
in that strong foi tress, although he was actually 
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upon ill-terms with the very man to whose consort 
and children he was affording all the assistance, 
and all the conveniencies in his power. In a word, 
he took ample revenge of the two Seids, his ene- 
mies, by confei ring upon them an important be- 
nefit at a most critical junctuie. 

It IS easy to return evil for evil , 

“ But if tliou be a man, return good lor evil 

Hussein Ali-khan, on hearing such consoling 
news, recovered his wonted firmness, and became 
easy in mind, although he heard at the same time 
that Mubanz-khan, governor of Hydrabad, as 
well as Dilaver Ali-khan, his brother-in-law, had 
both quitted his party and gone over to Nizam- 
ul-mulk, to whom they carried a body of seven or 
eight thousand horse 

The news from the Deckan becoming every day 
more alarming, the two brothers determined that 
Abdullah-khan should march to the capital, m order 
to retain it in quietness , and that Hussein Ali-khan 
should march to the Deckan at the head of a nu- 
merous army accompanied by the emperor This 
resolution once taken, the viceroy turned his whole 

♦ These sentiments do the author great credit , they are in 
the true spirit of Christianity, vvhicli teaches us to do good even 
to our enemies The debcacy and the chivalrous attention 
paid to females in India, among the upper classes, is little kno^vn 
or appreciated by us It surpasses, in reality, the tales of romance 
m the days of chivalry m Europe 
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attention towaids making additions to Ins aimy 
and to Ins artillery With that Anew he dispatched 
Seid ]\Iahomed-khan with money and letters to 
the biave inhabitants of Barha, and to the Afghans 
who lived beyond them, whose bravest comman- 
ders he invited into Ins service, and thus in a 
little time he saw himself at the head of fift}- thou- 
sand horse Besides these weie the imperial 
guaids, and a number of lajas with their Raiputs 
He was also followed by many other persons of 
distinction, who went as volunteers, desirous to 
signalize themselves undei such a commander. 
His tram of artilleiy, composed of such large can- 
non appaiently intended foi shaking the earth to 
its foundation, was protected by a numerous body 
of musketeeis, formed by himself Having re- 
viewed all tins army about the end of Shewal, ^ 
Hussein Ali-khan sent his equipag-e on the high 
road to the Deckan, and on the same dav he ad- 
vanced with the emperor two coss from Acberabad. 
But as his last hour was at hand he became crmT’ 
of several improper proceedings, which can only 
be refeired to the imperadre impulse of fa:?- — 
took from Seid-khan Jehan the oSce c: 
dant of artillery, and gave :o Heider 
an office of the utmost imrrmance, as it 
vohed the protection c: me empencfsh'iJ^'’-^'^-' 
family, and even person. Several cavs 



238 


SI VAU-UT-MUTAKnERIN 


9 Zilcnd 
A II 1133 

18 Augii«;t, 
A D 1721 


15 Ztlcnd, 
AH 1133 

A«);ust, 
A D 1721* 


been spent m that encampment, it was the ninth 
of the month of Zilcacl, when the king quitting 
Acberabad advanced three coss on the road to 
Dcckan He was attended by the vczir Abdullah- 
khan, who waited only for a fit opportunity to 
take his leave, and to commence his jounicy to- 
wards the capital The anniversary of the empe- 
ror’s coronation was at hand, and occurred on the 
fifteentli. He wished to assist at the cciemonics 
usual on that occasion before he set out Ilussem 
Ab-khan objected to this delay, and induced the 
emperor to dismiss the vezir earlier, after winch 
the emperor himself decamped, and on the four- 
teenth he marched two full stages moie to Fateh- 
poor, wheie he spent three or four days m rejoic- 
ings for the anmrersary These being over, lie 
thought only of marching to the Deckan, but Ins 
brother Abdullah-khan remained on the spot two 
or three days longer, with Hamid-khan, tlie uncle 
of Nizam-ul-mulk, and some other nobles, such 
as Ghazi-ed-dm-khan, Ghahb-khan, andotheis 
Aftei this stay, the reason for which no one could 
guess, he set out for the capital, and on the road 
was met by Mahomed-khan Bangash, who not 
satisfied with several lacs of nipees which he had 
received from Hussein Ali-khan, under promise of 
following him with a corps of soldiem of his own 
nation, protested he was m want of money, and 
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obtained rift\ tluni'^niul rupees more from the le/ir 
'I'lic latter continued lii'^ maich to the capital, 
whiKt hi*^ brother Mas intent on marehinc;' to the 
south 

The \e7ir continued his loute, and was at the 
distance of two short ]ournics from the capital, 
when he reecned intelligence that Ins cldci brother 
had been assassinated, together with his younger 
brother l\ur-cd-dni Ali-khan, and Ins nephew 
Gheirct-Khan This news was contained in a 
short note brou'j:ht bj a dromedary couner, wdneh 
R.ittan Chand had sent oil on the occasion The 
follow nig IS ihc detail of this cicnt 

As the emperor was a mere pageant in Ins own 
dominions, his situation was pitied by some 
nobles of the old couit of Aureng/ib, such as 
Ni/am-ul-mulk., Mahomed Amin-khan, and others, 
who beheld w'lth indignation the last pow^er of the 
tA\o brothers, and resolved to deln^er him from a 
thraldom so degrading to the imperial familj'^ and 
to themselves 

Mahomed Amm-khan, though narrowdy w^atched, 
found means to say a few^ words in Tuikish to the 
king, and obtained his consent to the subsequent 
measures, wdneh hav ing been imparted to Nizam- 
ul-mulk, detei mined him to assert his owm mdepen- 
dance, and to wrest the Deckan from the twm 
brothel s It is to these intrigues at court, and to 
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that general’s exertions in tlie field, that Dilaver 
All-khan and Aalem Ali-khan owed their misfor- 
tunes, though after all, it must not be denied that 
the whole happened by the immediate intervention 
of an unavoidable destiny Mahomed Amin-khan, 
who saw that the viceroy was bent on the destruc- 
tion of Nizam-ul-mulk, and who suspected that 
the latter was not a match for his adversary, con- 
cluded that the rum of Nizam-ul-mulk would be 
followed by his own downfall, and that of all his 
countrymen, the Turanies Fully impressed vvnth 
these notions, he watched day and night with liis 
confederates for a favourable opportunity to de- 
stroy llussem All-khan But it must not be 
behev'ed that they would have raised their vievv'^s 
so high, had they not been assuied of support 
from a powerful party which was gaming ground 
every day. The first person they thought of gam- 
ing over was Seid Mahomed Amm, better known 
by the name of Saadet-khan, an Irany, bom at 
Nishapoor m Khorassan. This chiefs first appear- 
ance was as commandant of that corps of infantry 
guards called Vala-shahies, raised m Ferokh Siar’s 
time Some time after, he was promoted to the 
ofBce of Fojdary of Hmdovvn Biana, one of the 
principal and most troublesome districts of the 
province of Acberabad It was here he first gave 
proof of his valour and abilities. With a few 
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troops which he obtained from the Vezii Abdullah- 
khan, and a few moie of his own countrymen, he 
contrived to bnng that pi ovmce under control , 
and this service having procured him an augmenta- 
tion of five hundred horse to his military grade, he 
henceforward became known at court, wheie he 
bore the character of a resolute and an able com- 
mander Mahomed Amin-khan finding him cal- 
culated for his purpose, insinuated himself into his 
confidence, and he became henceforsvard his con- 
stant companion and the depository of his secrets 
This connexion was greatly facilitated by their 
both being Moguls,* and they cast their eyes upon 
a thud Mogul, a man altogether fit for that pur- 
pose This person was Mir Heider-khan, a Cha- 
ghatay Calmuc of Cashgar, whose family enjoyed 
foi many years the office of sword-bearer to the 
prince of his own country Blir Heider bore also 
the title of Mir Miran He was a man of intrepid 
character, whom no danger could appal , and he 
united himself with Mahomed Amin-khan, not only 
out of ambition, but out of a religious zeal, he 
being as zealous a Sunny as the viceroy was a 
zealous Shiah, and he took upon himself the task 
of despatching Seid Hussein Ah-khan with his own 
hand These three resolute men being thus con- 

^ By the Tvord Mogul here the author means a foreigner, 
either from Persia, Cabul, or KhAvarazm 

VOL I R 
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nected, determined to cast lots who should give 
the first blow, and having for this purpose applied 
to the Koran, the task devolved on Mii Heider, a 
\ATetch unworthy of living either in this world or 
the next This man, without suspecting how near 
he was to his own end, framed a petition full of 
complaints against Mahomed Amin-khan, and in 
order to present it, he took for his associate a coun- 
tryman of his own, whom he knew to be as in- 
famous as himself It was on Tuesday, the sixth 
of Zilhaj, m the year 1 133 of the Hegira, the army 
was encamped fifty coss south of Acberabad, and 
the emperor was just ahghtmg to enter his tent 
At this moment Mahomed Amm-khan whispered 
to him in Turkish to be ready and upon his guard, 
after which he made his bow, and retired to the 
quarters of Heider Kulj^-khan, one of the prmcipal 
conspirators. As he was retinng, the viceroy ad- 
vanced, and havmg accompanied the emperor as 
far as the first entrance of the lady’s enclosure, he 
withdrew, and took the road to his o^vn tent, which 
being in the vanguard, could not be less than one 
coss distant On approaching the outlet of the 
royal enclosure, Mir Heider, who availed himself 
of a rising ground to shew himself, made his bow, 
and raised his petition as high as he could , the 
attendants forbade his approaching nearer, but fate, 
unavoidable fate, put it into the viceroy’s mind to 
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beckon to him, and to command his people to let 
him draw close. Mir Heidei having augured well 
of this extraoi dinary condescension, appioached, 
presented his petition, and as the viceroy’s palky 
was going on, he ran alongside, holding, as is 
usual on those occasions, by the side of that con- 
veyunce ^vlth one hand, whilst Math the other he 
explained the objects of his complaint The mo- 
ment he saM’- the viceroy’s attention engaged m read- 
ing the petition, he drew his dagger, and gave tliat 
valorous and innocent Seid such a violent stab, as 
thicM’^ him on the opposite side of the palky, where 
he expired without a gioan, and assumed the 
Grown of mai tyrdom In the act of falling, he gave 
the murdeier a violent kick in the breast, which 
overset tlie palky, but the body fell motionless on 
the ground Nur-ullah-khan, a relation of the 
vicei oy ’s, Avas likeMuse marching on foot and hold- 
ing the palky, and on seeing the blow, he drew his 
sabre and felled the assassin to the ground He 
was himself cut down by the Mogul attending Mir 
Heider The latter M^as himself collared and 
killed by Mir Mushref, who although grievously 
Avounded in the scuffle, found means to escape 
alive From that moment a promiscuous slaughter 
ensued lound the palky Numbeis of Moguls Avho 
AA'^ere m the plot, ai riving one after another, cleared 
the giound, and both the heads of Hussein Ali- 

R 2 
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khan and Nur-ullah-khan being severed from their 
bodies, were cairied to the emperor’s quarters. 
This sight made so deep an impression on the 
euniicJi Macbul, superintendant of the viceroy’s 
seraglio, tliat assuming courage out of his very 
despair, he drew his sabre, attacked the Moguls 
vigorously, and received several wounds, of which 
he died three or four days after. Whilst so much 
noble blood was streaming round Hussein AIi- 
khan’s body, his water-bearer and head-scavenger, 
taking to their sabres and bucklers, ran witli all 
their might to the imperial tents, and throwing 
themselves headlong amongst the body-guard, cut 
their way as far as the Tesbih-khana* apartment, 
where they were hewn in pieces, or, as some others 
say, killed by Saadat-khan, who barred the en- 
trance with his body f A troop of resolute men, 
attached to Mohcam-sing, divan of the murdered 
viceroy, having at the commencement of tumult ran 
with drawn sabres as far as the .royal tents, pene- 
trated through as far as the mam tent of audience, 
and fought valiantly Most of them were wounded, 
but they cut their way back on heanng that their 

^ The chapel-tent 

f The extraordinary attachment and personal devotion of 
Indian domestics to their masters is a remarkable feature in 
their character Some strong instances of this nature have 
occurred ey^en towards Europeans, but among themselves the 
feeling is common, and wonderfully powerful 
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mn'^tcr could not recover As for Ilnsscin Ah- 
khnn’s infanliy, wliicli had already commenced 
lirmg, they \\crc soon sdenced, or dispersed of 
ihcmsehcs, on licaring that all was ovei 

The ne\^‘? of Hussein Ali-khan’s death was di- 
icctl\, communicated to Ghenet-khan, his nephew, 
who was then m camp That gallant young soldier, 
\Mthout collecting Ins troops, or bringing up his 
artillcr}, or even giMng himself time to assemble 
his friends about Ins person, quitted the table 
^^herc he was taking his meal, and having wiped 
his mouth and hands, mounted his elephant, and 
without uttering a word, advanced to oppose the 
niuidercrs of his uncle With about tliiee thou- 
sand horse and foot that joined him troop by troop 
on the ay, he rushed towards the royal tent with 
a fury which can be compared onl}^ to the rapidity 
of lightning, or to the fury of a storm Whilst 
advancing, Saadet-khan and Mahomed Amin- 
khan, with Heider Kuly-khan, sensible of the 
emperor’s danger, threw themselves headlong 
amongst a number of men that had penetrated as 
far as the ladies’ apartments, and were thronging 
around, and barring the very entrance Having 
cleared the passage by sheer bodily exertions, 
they called on the emperor to shew himself, but 
he was actually lestramed by his mother, and 
entangled amongst a crowd of women, who had 
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seized his person. Saadet-khan, sensible of the 
importance of his presence, and how little the 
rules of etiquette deserved his attention at such a 
moment, had the boldness to rush beyond the 
door, and having entreated the emperor to shew 
himself at the head of a number of faithful ser- 
vants, ready to shed their blood m his cause, seized 
his hand, and by mam strength disengaged him 
from the women He brought him out to Ma- 
homed Amm-khan, who mounted him upon his 
elephant, and took his post in the seat behind It 
was customary for the impenal guards, and for 
some other corps, to assemble daily at the entrance 
of the royal enclosure They now assembled there 
earher than usual, whilst sotne troops of Moguls 
hastened towards the same spot Saadet-khan, 
and others, joined Mahomed Amm-khan, by de- 
tached bands, so that the king at once appeared 
surrounded by a respectable body of men. Still 
his danger had been great but for Heider Kuly- 
khan, who sensible that some such emergency 
was at hand, had the foresight to exercise the 
artillery daily, having previously secured the men 
by his liberahty; insomuch, that on the first 
report of the tumult, they marched up to head- 
quarters ; and whilst Gheiret-khan was advancing 
on one side with a confused disorderly body of 
men, Heider Kuly-khan was marchmg on the 
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already come to short weapons, and engaging 
hand to hand Gheiret-khan had advanced so near 
to Heider Kuly-khan,- that he shot an arrow at 
him, which sunk with so much violence in the' 
latter’s bow, that it required considerable force 
afterwards to extract it This was no sooner per- 
ceived by Saadet-khan and Kamer-ed-din-khan, 
than they flew to his assistance, and performed 
exploits worthy of then attachment to their sove- 
reign He himself was employed incessantly m 
filling his bow, and discharging arrows on all sides 
Whilst the two parties were solely intent on each 
other’s destruction, the camp-followers, availing 
themselves of the confusion, fell on Hussein Ah- 
khan’s quarters, set them on fire, as well as all 
the tents of his body of Seids, and whilst the 
servants were busy in putting out the fire, they, 
plundered out of the viceioy’s tents money and 
jewels to the amount of several crores of rupees. 
At this moment Khan Dowran arrived. Gheiret- 
khan> enfeebled already by two wounds, was shot 
dead 'With a musket-ball by an Abyssinian, who 
sat 'in the seat behind Heider Kuly-khan The 
young Seid,^ without uttenng a groan, went to 
wait upon his glorious ancestor, the divine Ah, 
the pnnce of the ' pious,' ■ on whom be grace, and 
mercy for ever ' Meanwhile the viceroy’s pro- 
perty had been plundered leisurely, and there 
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lnck> , obserimj,^ how matters went, he shaved Ins 
beard .md whiskers, changed Ins apparel, and 
whilst Ins baggage w’as pillaged, he w'cnt like a 
llncf into Ins own tent, took some jewels, and ic- 
tned to the qnarlcis ol some trusty fi lends, who 



250 


SITAR-UL-MUTAKHEIllN. 


found means to conceal him, and he at last made 
his escape to his master, Abdullah-khan. Mir 
All-khan did not meet Avith such good fortune 
He was a servant long attached to Hussein Ali- 
khan. His master set so much value upon his 
services, that he had raised him to offices both 
lucrative and honourable, and he in acknowledg- 
ment for these favours, proved himself a companion 
worthy of Gheiret-khan He was now plundered 
as well as others, and sent into confinement, al- 
though his person had been respected for three 
days by the populace, that had been so merciless 
to others To Mir Mushref, who had cut so con- 
spicuous a figure when Hussem Ah-khan was mur- 
dered, offices, and even money, were now oflPered, 
but he declmed both, and lived for a long while 
retired and in obscurity, when the emperor, of his 
own accord, sent for him and gave him employ- 
ment. 

The bodiesof Hussein All-khan, Nur-ed-din Ali- 
khan, and Gheiret-khan, were wrapped up m cloth 
of gold by Mahomed Amin-khan’s order, and 
decently put into coffins, he mtending by this mea- 
sure to avoid the reproaches of the pubhc He 
even went to the place where they lay m state, 
made his devotions at their feet, performed the 
usual ntes, and said aloud, Here he three va- ' 
lorous lions asleep ” After this, he ordered the 
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three coffins to be taken up and carried to the 
family vault at Ajmir, wheie lay buried the great 
Abdullali-khan, commonly called Mia-khan, the 
founder of that family It is probable that the 
motive for co^ermg them with gold cloth and other 
costly ornaments, was to excite the cupidity of 
banditti, who by plundeimg the whole and insult- 
ing the bodies, might lender the procession ridi- 
culous, but if such was his intention he was 
disappointed. Whei ever the coffins weie descried 
from afar, people of all ranks flocked to them, 
and, out of respect, accompanied them a great 
way, and it was with such an escoit they anived 
at Ajmir, where they were deposited under the 
family monument 

Praise be to God Almighty, that the qualities of 
^^'lsdom and justice shone foith conspicuously m 
Hussein Ali-khan’s character It appears from 
authentic memoirs and unquestionable records, 
that what befel Perokh Siai , and some others of his 
enemies, was the result of their orvn machinations, 
and had never taken place but m the vezir’s own 
defence. Indeed, where is the man that would not 
sti ive for the preservation of his life and honour. It 
is a thing unheard of to this day, that any man of 
the woild has ever parted with either whilst 
he had power to defend them It may even be 
said that few men have been found so flee fiom 
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Vice as to have devoted their lives and honour even 
in the cause of glorifying God and his prophet, 
although a disregard of life is in such a mighty 
cause a divine obligation, and never fails to pro- 
duce in the other world the highest degree of hap- 
piness and glory. Whereas similar resolution, 
exerted m the cause of our own species, is far from 
producing any such return. Indeed, how shall we 
believe it can, since we find the many important 
services rendered to Ferokh Siar by these two 
illustnous brothers, at the expense of so much 
blood and property, met with no better reward 
than perpetual animosity, evinced m the intrigues 
of such vile reprobates as Amir Jumlah and Eti- 
kad-khan, the most contemptible and profligate 
wretches that ever disgraced a court The victor’s 
lenity was never more conspicuous than in his pre- 
sent condescension towards the adherents of the 
Seids Assed-ullah-khan, better known by the 
name of Nawab-awleat, a son of the aunt of Hus- 
seim All-khan, having lost all his efiects in this 
general confusion, as well as his credit and m- 
fluence, obtained leave to quit the court, and to go 
on pilgrimage to the house of God at Mecca 
Gholam Ali-khan, who had the ment of having 
been' one of those persons that went to fetch the 
young emperor from Selimgur, and had on that 
account been spared both as to his honour and pro- 
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pe^t5^ no soonei saw himself at full liberty, than 
he made his escape to Abdullah-khan Nusret- 
yar-khan, one of the pimcipal Seids of Barha, 
althoug;!! much dissatisfied with Abdullah-khan, 
had the genei osity to march to Hussein Ali-khan’s 
assistance at the head of his body of horse, and 
was already Yuthm three coss , but finding on his 
arrn^l that all was over, he applied to Khan Dow- 
ran, with whom he was on terms of friendship, for 
paidon He was immediately sent for by that 
nobleman and presented to the emperor On pay- 
ing his respect, he was raised to the grade of five 
thousand horse, with an addition of two thousand 
to his corps This favoui seemed only the prelude 
to greater promotion Mahomed Amm-khan, who 
enjoyed already the rank of eight thousand horse, 
was complimented with the actual command of so 
many troopers having two horses* each , he was 
also presented ^^^th a purse of two crores and a 
half of dams, and laised to the dignity of prime 
minister, under the title and style of Vezir-el-me- 
malik, Zafer-jung The office of commander-m- 
chief was conferred on Khan DonTan, together 
with the grade of eight thousand horse, and the 

♦ The Do-aspah cavalry have been frequently described , each 
trooper has two horses, one of which he leads^ and by this 
means the regiment is able to make marches of extraordmary 
length and r'lpidity In modem times this practice has alto- 
gether ceased 
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title of Ainir-ul-umra, that is, chief of the nobles. 
Kamer-ed-dm-khan, son of the new vezir, was ap- 
pointed second in command m the army, and had 
the supenntendance of the royal baths, which in- 
cludes the private apartments.^ He was also nomi- 
nated to some offices, and promoted to the command 
of five thousand horse with the rank of se\en 
Heider Kuly-khan was promoted to the same rank, 
%vith the actual command of six thousand troopers, 
hawng one and two horses each, and was ennobled 
■with the title of Nasir-jung. Saadet-khan was 
raised to the grade and command of five thousand 
horse, and received the title of Bahadur, ■with the . 
pnvilege of beating a nagara, or kettle-drum 
Zafer-khan also shared in the royal favour. In 
short, none of the emperor’s former or recent 
friends were forgotten, and every one was re- 
warded by offices, dignities, and employments, 
according to his merits or his interest at court 
Abdullah-khan had proceeded about forty coss, 
and was already only two short joumies from the 
capital, when he received that note which Rattan 
Chand despatched on the first tumult That 
mournful note which almost rendered his existence 
a burthen, filled his eyes with tears, and over- 
loaded ■with gnef his affectionate breast. He 
thought it unsafe to halt, but resClved to march on 
* Thjs office IS like that of Lord Chamberlain m Europe 
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to (he rAjiit'il Some of hi'' fnciKK nhjcolcd to tins 
nu.iMire. and \\oro of opinion that .\<; (lie emperor 
hid not \ ( ( heen loincd the ]iro\ ineial (roopt;, 
and liad not had (line to tainptrwith inaiiv thou- 
'>and'' of old '•oldui'' attnehed to his late brother, 
It would be de-'indde to n (urn to Aeberabad, and 
(<» attach the t inperor before he should ha\c lei- 
sure to strenixtlu n his part^ This ad\ue did not 
pk'ise \bdullah-khan, whoobstned, “ thatthere 
was no success to be e\|)ec(ed b\ attacking wuth 
dispirited and diminished troops, a prince firmly 
seated upon (he throne, and surrounded b> nobles 
and ecmrals closelv connected together That, for 
his jiari, hcfiimlv belic\cd such a contest w'ould 
fail, unless he could gam o\cr for his jiarty a prince 
of Aurcng/ib s blood, whose person might attract 
thcc\cs of the multitude, and reconcile many 
nobles of the old regime, wdio were now' living m 
the capital, and w-ho b> forming a court around 
the new prince, might aflord a plea to assemble an 
army and arlillcry ” IlaMiig adopted this opinion, 
he continued his journey to the capital But he 
found matters there much altered 

As soon as the new's of the rc\ olution had spread 
far and near, the peasants, turning higlnvayraen 
and banditti, plundered every one of those that 
chanced to lag behind, and e\en tlie baggage that 
happened to be at some distance from the vezir’s 
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army, aad although they weje nioic than once 
chastised, it did not deter them from persisting in 
such practices One day a body of foot, with their 
officeis at their head, was cut oft near Abdull.ih- 
khan’s quarters, and almost within his sight 
Another day the plundeiers surrounded a convoy 
that came from the capital, with a quantity of 
articles foi Ilusscm Ah-khan, and plundered it 
entirely, stripping all tliose persons who composed 
it, at a distance of only two coss from Abdullah- 
khan’s camp On the other hand, all the landed 
estates that belonged to the two brotiicrs, or to 
their adherents, were seized by the zemindars, 
who collected the revenues until they knew to 
whom they were to appertain. These, however, 
were inconsiderable objects Abdullah-khan des- 
patched Shujaat-ullah-khan and Murteza-khan, 
two noblemen of consequence, to the capital, willi 
orders to bring from thence one of the princes of 
the house of Timur, and he urotc to ins youngci 
brother, Nizam-cd-din Ali-khan, go\crnor of Dchli, 
to raise soldiers and to provide camp-cquipngc, and 
c\cry thing requisite for taking the field instantly 
fl Ziihij, The letter arris cd in the c\cnmg of the eighth of 
5'nlhaj, before any certain mtciiigcnce had reached 
^ the cit} , but as «.oinc niinour had already found 

its \\ay thither, the go\crnor scut a number of 
armed men, with the citv cutwal at their head, to 
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tike poc'-C'-'-ioii of M.'ilionud y\niin-khaii'‘' palace, 

wlmli wa*- ‘.urnnuiiU (1 tlic j^icatc't paiL of the 

inehl, \\liil<=t till' people \Mtlnn ''litwcil a rc‘=olu- 

tion to (left ml It In the nioinin”-, the ixo\ernor, 

either of his own aeeord, oi in conseipience of an 

order fioni \1ulullah-khan, mailed the ciilwal, 

and desisted fioin a jiroierdin" so ha/aidoiis IIis 

attention was besides di\ cried to ol))ccts of <,^rcater 

iinjiortance Twoda\s aftei, (that is) on the tenth 

ofZilhii. whiih is alwa\s the da^ of eorban oi lo/tiim 

\ 1 1 1 n.> 

sacrifiee, he wtnt out of the city to make his de\o- is s.ptcmiMr, 
tions in the field, ns is the custom, with a ^ast 
multitude of people and on rcturmmj to town, ho 
repaired directlv to the tower where the jirinecs 
of the imperial blood icsided He was aetompa- 
nicd b^ Abdullah-khan’s tw 0 eino> s, and it was 
with them he picscnted himself at the door ol the 
apartment of the ]innccs, the sons of i\Ioi/-cd-dm 
Tchandar-shah, whom he icquestcd to come out 
But so far fiom compBiiif,^ theii all refused, and 
c\en one of them, Nico-siar, concealed Inmsell 
The envoys confounded at such a repulse, lepaiied 
to the apartment of Sultan Ibrahim, a 3 mimg prince, 
the son of Refi-cl-kadr, grandson ofBahadur-shah, 
and having prevailed upon him to accept then prof- 
fered aid, the}’’ brought him out on the 11th n /iii«u, 

Zilhii, A H 1132, and placed him on the till one ] 9 septrmbpr, 

under the name and style of Abul-fct’h Zeliir-ed- ^ 
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‘'»nn nf iiKiiu \ .^t\(‘n\l iiohlc*' ntt.iclicd In llic 

1 vU l\iiikh .'^nr •'lu li fdi in^'l.incc J'tik.ul-kli.ui, 
^1) u^t i-khan, ^il\-klian. and Klain-kli.in, ^Mlll 
niuu otlu r^- N\li(ilt\td luirlulid .indo\cn uiucr- 
t un (if tlioi fa'n wuc now imlnral to allciul 
n lu \ w<ri piDini^^i d Iiononi^ ind dumlu jiro- 
\idcd tluN vitnld attach thcnn't h to the Miinifr 
prnui ^onu of them, ‘•nth Islam-khan and 
Alnhonu (M ar-khan. and Sife-khan, %vho did not 
hkt the ajipe imu c ol the tnnt'^, i \< n^'t d thtni- 
‘^ehe^' on tlu pie i of ill-health, and rtfu'-td to at- 
fept ofdinnUu’^ or ofliecs l^tit I'^tikad-kh.in and 
^elf-kil in con^- nted and acttjited nu»ne\ foj then 
ncct'-'-itie^', witlioul htinir rtalh Mnctre foi both 
thC'C chief'', a*? well '^cxeral other'; wlio had 
‘'Cr\cd in the o'eauls called Valashahies, relnrncd 
home after haxmj^^ followed Ahdnllah-khan for 
form’*; ';ake dniin*; one or two da\’‘; march The 
ofiicer'; of Ic'^'^cr note, ';uch as those w ho com- 
manded from h\e hundred to a thousand horse, 
pro\ed moie faithful in then attachment, and wcic 
subsequently preferred according- to then meiits 
The pay of the common lioopei was laised from 
fiftj rupees a month to cightj’-, but as men and 
horses w'ere ])romiscuously admitted, w’lthout giv- 
ing a due preference to old soldieis, those that 
w'ere best mounted and armed eMiiced much dis- 
content Nevertheless, the urgency of the times 

s 2 
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17 Zilhy, 
AH 1132 

1 October, 
AD 1721 


required the levies to be continued without refer- 
ence to the distinctions of old or new soldiers, and 
still less to that of the tribe and race, insomuch 
that whoever brought a horse was enlisted, with- 
out inquiry as to what nation or tnbe he belonged 
In this manner an army of ninety thousand cavalry 
was m a short time levied in the capital, at the ex- 
pense of one crore of rupees bounty 

On the seventeenth of Zilhij, that is five days 
after the coronation, Abdullah-khan brought the 
new king out of the citadel, with as much royal 
pomp as could be got up on so short notice, and he 
marched with him to the Eid-gah out of the city, 
where he encamped, and where he was joined by 
several persons of consequence, who quitted the 
imperial army and came to him with their troops 
At the same time Gholam Ali-khan and Nijabet 
All-khan (the latter the nephew of Abdullah-khan, 
and only fourteen years old) were sent back to the 
city m order to keep it quiet, and free from 
tumults, and as the news regarding Abdullah- 
khan now received assured him that Mahomed- 
shah was advancing by the Jatt country, he took 
the road of Kutb-ed-dm’s monument m order to 
intercept him , but on bemg better informed, he 
struck to the left and encamped at Feridpoor, 
whilst Mahomed-shah’s route lay through Acbera- 
bad The vezir made some stay at Fendpoor m 
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o\)H’ctati(in ol IiL'intr )<iinc(l 1)\ his ^olln!,'•cr brothers 
.^iMf-ctl-din Ah-kh.in and t^eid M.ihoiiicd-khan, 
as well as b^i some other (Commanders ^\ ho pro- 
mi'-cd to hnmx a bod\ of Seids of Barha with tiicir 
own troops Tins short sta\ pioved of sciMCc to 
Ahdnllali-kh.in. as he was pnned d.iil\ by sonic 
IkkIn of reixular tioo]is, as well as b\ the bmicsL 
nmong'st the Ahihans, besides scieral /cmiiukirs, 
who llockid to him fiom the lu i^dibonrhood al the 
licad of their men Vast nnmbcisol llnssem Ali- 
khan s \oteian soldiers, who had been jiievailccl 
upon to swe.ir allei^iancc to Mahomed-shah, and 
to accept one month s p.n , now' stole aw'ay and 
came b\ hnndrcds and two hnndrcds at a time, 
all monnted and armed Abdnllah-khan thus 
strengthened, mo\ed to Pelool, where he w'as 
joined by his two brothcis, and by some other 
commanders, who, besides then ow n troops, had 
brought one hundred and fifty caits coiii eying 
Scids of Barha, each of whom thought himscll 
equal to a Rustem or an Afrasiab ^ These w'crc 
ordered to form a guard round Abdullah-kliaii's 
elephant, a post w’hicli they had solicited, not only 
m hopes of picfermcnt, but also to evince their re- 
gard for that minister, w'lth wdiom, as Seids, they 
claimed common descent The veterans bi ought 

* T\\ o heroes menUoued as famous for their heroism m the 
Sliali-nameh 
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by Ins two brothers amounted to at least ten 
thousand effective troopers , and hardly were they 
m camp, when they were followed by Churamon 
Jatt (father of Buden-sing, and grandfather of Bar 
Chand), a powerful zemindar of the province of 
Acberabad, and owner of the estates whereon 
Mahomed-shah was encamped. Immediately after 
arrived Raja Mohcam-sing, the late divan of Hus- 
sein All-khan, the same who had been so kindly 
used by Mahomed-shah. But his inclination over- 
balancing those new ties, he deserted that camp, 
and came to Abdullah-khan, bringing with him a 
considerable body of troops, wth several veteran 
officers 

All these reinforcements were m addition to 
that numerous army brought out of the capital, 
and the whole occupied so immense a space that 
the features of the soil, trodden do^vn by so much 
cavalry and infantry, disappeared and could not be 
recognized without difficulty All these forces 
were m such high spirits, that Churamon Jatt 
having gone out skirmishing on the very day of his 
arrival, brought away three or four elephants and 
a large number of camels, belonging to the impenal 
camp, all of which he presented to Abdullah-khan, 
but which that general requested him to accept at 
his hand, as an earnest of future victory The 
two adverse armies advanced so near that Mahomed- 
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‘'hah encamped in the neighbourhood of Shahpoor, 

^^hclc that Jinnee halted to wait for the famous 
Abd-us-^cmed-khan, goicrnoi of Multan and the 
Raja Tye-sing, who liowevci did not appeal, 
cithei through the badness of the roads, or for 
some othei reason It was now the ninth of Mo- 9 iUoimrrem 

A II 1133 

harrem , but in the interval jMahomed-khan Ban- lo October, 
gash joined the emperoi with tliice thousand horse, 
as did Gheiret-khan Rohilah and Bayezid-khan 
Mewaty, with their lespcctnc corps, and in a 
little time more, foui thousand effective troopers 
aimed from Raja Jye-sing’s country 

j\Ieanwhile the pioximity of the two armies had 
produced scieial skirmishes, m which the two 
parties had tried each othei’s strength On one 
occasion, Chui-amon had very nearly set hre to 
the park of the enemy’s artillery , and on another 
he had almost succeeded in bunging away all the 
cattle belonging to their tram Nevertheless, it 

was the tenth of Blohairem befoie the aimies lOMoimn-em, 

AH 1133 

were opposed to each other, and ranged m battle 20 October, 
Heider Kuly-khan, commandant of the aitillery, 
who had been very instrumental in saving it from 
Churamon’s attack, was put at the hfead of the 
first line , Saadet-khan, with Mahomed-khan Ban- 
gash, commanded the right wing , and Khan Dow- 
ran, with Nusret-yar-khan and some other com- 
manders of distinction, commanded tlie left wing. 
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Moharrcm, 
A H 1133 

22 Octol>cr, 
A D 1721 


in tlie centre of winch was Azun-khan with a body 
of veteran troops Mahomed Amm-khan (the vezir), 
with Hady-khan, Kamer-ed-dm-khan, Azim-ullah- 
khan, Fateh-yar-khan, and some other comman- 
ders of the first rank, were in the centre of the 
whole line, where Mahomed-shah took his station 
surrounded by the troops commanded by Shir- 
efken-khan and Terbiet-khan, besides a numerous 
band of nobles of -the highest rank, who fought as 
volunteers around the impenal person Amir- 
jumlah and some other commanders, amongst whom 
were Raja Gopal-smg Sesodia, were ordered to 
cover the flanks, and Assed-ullah-khan with Seif- 
khan and Raja Dehraj were placed so as to sen e as 
a resen^e to protect the king’s household. The 
war-elephants, like so many mountains cased m 
iron, were stationed in Iront of these troops, but 
behind the artillery, and mixed with a number 
of light horse that fought singly, or in detached 
parties 

Abdullah-khan on his side, who on the tivelfth 
of IMoharrem arrived at Husseinpoor, three coss 
short of the enemy’s encampment, ranged his 
army in battle-array But the troops as well as 
officers of Barha, on account of their pretension to 
kindred with him, proved exceedingly troublesome 
and unruly , and so much time was lost m bring- 
ing them into some order, that it became necessary 
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ti» in if'-li il lh('in •'( \( ml linn Al I-i*-! thr\ \^crc 
prtviiliil upon l<i n nnin in front of Abdull.ili- 
kli tn (bpliint nn<l( r « onnn.uul of tlioir tliri'o 
utiuriK i1m il-4]in \li-lJnn, Si ul M.ihonu'd- 

l.li m .‘U(l ih vnu t-klnn. inh of whom ]iro\C(l 

full .IV 111 nlvtiiini: "iv ui\ ol tluir nun 
1 1 mu d'Klnn, .'^i if-Vli in. ]U'irun-klnn,,uul VcKIi- 
Hvv.fli in Ivolnl ill, with f )im r-kh.in Aftiluin, .md 
v(\ird oilur coininindirv .nnoni,'"! whom wore 
Slupih-khm I’lloK, md Midull.ih-kh.m, movt of 
tlum ihulvi.j notf. md .ill monntul on (.Iiph.mt*:, 
to till nnmlx r of vi\tiit\. won jihctd with their 
tioopv on the ri”ht .md lift of the Pretender and 
Slid Abdull.di-kh.m \bnl-mohvi n*kh m, .'^cid 
Mi-khm, with Hinunon, p nm.ivter ol the Irooji'; 
from 11 nh.i, with twtnt^-^l\e thouv.md horve, all 
in Mubillnh-kh.m V pin.itep.i\, .md convivtmj]!^ of 
Inv\(i(.ran troojiv, were jil.ieed before hi«; clejihant, 
which w.iv .ilrc.uU encircled b\ a lorji'; of .Scids 
of llirlia, .ill inf.intr\, who considered themselves 
rather as the coiintrv men .md kinsmen of Abdull.ih- 
Kh.in than as voldicrs m his pav Tlie army being' 
thus marsh.dlcd, jiasscd the wdiole night, which 
was that of the thirteenth, under arms During 
the night, Haja iMolicam-smg (who although divan 
to the laic Ilussem Ab-khan, had been treated 
with so much lenity by IMahomcd Shah, taken into 
favoui, and piomoted to the grade of live thousand 


13 iMolmrrcm, 
A II 1133 

1?3 OctoWr, 
A D 1721, 
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horse;, ha^^ng found a favourable opportunity) came 
over and presented himself to Seid Abdullah-khan, 
to whose aid he brought a body of eight hundred 
horse, with Khoda-dad Mirza and Khan Mirza, 
two officers of distinction, at their head. At the 
dawn of day, as soon as the trumpets sounded, and 
the heralds had published three times as usual that 
“ courage in war is safer than cowardice,” the 
foremost on both sides saluted each other with the 
whistling of arrows and the whizzing of musket- 
balls • this was the moment which Mahomed-shah, 
in the centre of his army, chose for Rattan Chand’s 
punishment The head of that miscreant was pre- 
sented to the emperor, and his body fastened to 
tlie foot of the elephant on which he sat in his 
royal attire Upon this, as upon a signal, the 
army, which moved like the waves of a sea, or like 
some inundation seeking to cover a whole plain, 
advanced with loud shouts The artillerj’’ swept 
av ay whole ranks, and so many mouths of flame 
opened their jaws at once as were enough to carry 
terror into the heart of the bravest, Avhilst the in- 
cessant sliov ers of rockets put an end to the boasts 
of many of the most courageous It is universally 
admitted that the artillery, directed by so able an 
officer as Ileider Kuly-khan, who had under his 
orders a body of expert men accustomed to fire 
vith steadiness, performed wonders on that day 
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These efforts did not intimidate the opposite army; 
for thousands of brave men, animated by a spirit 
of altaehment to then leader, thiew themselves 
fearlessly before those engines that vomited fire 
and destruction , and, although numbers were 
slam, the enemy’s troops pressed forward and 
advanced iinth a steady step, so that the famt- 
heaited bombardieis of Mahomed-shali’s artillery 
began to give ground, and at last betook them- 
selves to flight, especially after Nejm-ed-din Ali- 
khan had given a turn to the day by a manoeuvre 
judiciously conceived and as gallantly executed 
With a dmsion of tw^elve thousand horse and foot 
he had detached himself from the mam body, to 
take possession of a grove that skirted a village, 
and from this post he maintained a hot and inces- 
sant fire, which made the imperialists ready to take 
flight This being observed by Heider Kuly-khan 
and Khan Dowran, they detached Nusret-yar-khan 
and Sabit-khan, ^vlth some other troops, from the 
main body These advanced boldly against the 
breast-work from which Nejm-ed-din Ali-khan was 
dealing out destruction By dint of hard firing a 
breach was made, and the impenalists rushing on 
with shouts to the assault, earned the battery, thus 
leducmg the enemies’ fire to a few straggling shot 
firom behind broken walls and fallen trees, from 
which they were finally driven, so that Heider 
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Moliarrem, 
A H 1133 

24* October, 
AD 1721 


Kuly-khan remained master of this important post. 
In this state of affairs both parties remained on the 
field of battle, after a bloody though undecisive 
action At sunset, Abdullah-khan ordered a small 
tent to be pitched for him on the spot where he 
was ; but on recollecting his loss, he sobbed aloud, 
saying that no rest remained foi him now m this 
world. He then countermanded the tent, and de- 
termed to remain in the open air 
As soon as it grew dark, Heider Kuly-khan, who 
commanded the imperial artillery, put it again m 
motion. He advanced, finng and gaming ground, 
until he had taken an advantageous position, from 
whence he maintained an incessant fire dunng the 
whole night, killing and wounding many of the 
enemy, so that most of those commanders who 
had distinguished themselves on their elephants m 
the day-time, now sought safety m flight, but 
they were intercepted m their retreat from camp 
by armed bodies of peasants, who stripped them 
as they fled About the dawn of the day, a cannon- 
shot having struck the howdah on which sat 
Mohcam-smg, he jumped down from the elephant, 
and mounting his horse fled with so much preci- 
pitation that a long time elapsed before any tidings 
were received of him At day-break, on the four- 
teenth of Moharrem 1133, it appeared that out of 
fifteen or sixteen thousand cavalry that had stood 
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during the night under that terrible cannonade, 
not one had eaten any thing foi the last twenty- 
foui hours, 01 even diank any watei, that element 
being too far off, and in the possession of a body of 
Jatts Such was the high sense of honour and 
zeal of this bra^ e corps that not one of them quitted 
his post They were mostly Seids of Barha, com- 
manded by their own countrymen, equally jealous 
of their honour as faithfully attached to Abdullah- 
khan’s person Similar steadiness was exhibited 
on the opposite side Mahomed-shah, mounted 
on his favourite elephant Shah-pesend,*" shewed an 
example m his ovm person to all that host of 
officers and illustnous volunteers who surrounded 
his throne He remained sitting the whole mght 
on his elephant, as well as the whole of the pre- 
ceding day At day-break the enemy was alieady 
in motion , and Nejm-ed-dm Ali-khan, at the head 
of a body of Seids of Barha and another body of 
tmsty soldiers, advanced again to the charge, with 
the resolution of gaming the battle or perishing m 
the attempt Defying the thunder of that destruc- 
tive artillery that had already done so much havock, 
he made a furious attack in order to recover the 
post which had been lost in the previous day In 
tins effort he ^vas opposed by Heider Kuly-khan 

* The royal favourite There is a beautifiil and exqmsite 
mango so called m Candeish 
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and Khan Dowran, who, sensible of the importance 
of example in such cases, came out of the redoubt 
to encounter the enemy The}'^ were supported by 
brave troops and \aliant commanders* amongst 
the latter was Nusret-yar-khan, a Seid of Barha, 
who although priding himself on his being related 
both to Nejm-ed-dm Ali-khan and Abdullah-khan, 
wished to signalize himself against them The con- 
test again became furious, the commanders on 
both sides exerted themselves heroically, emulous 
only to surpass each other Saadet-khan adi anced 
several times, like a furious elephant, to the assist- 
ance of those that were shedding their blood in the 
imperial cause , as did also Shir-ef ken-khan, who 
threw himself on the enemy’s lances, like a famished 
tiger that defies the hunters Nevertheless the im- 
perialists ‘teemed to lose ground and Dervish Ah- 
khan, commander of Khan Dowran ’s artillery; 
A bd-ul-ghany-khan, who commanded thatoflleidcr 
Kuly-khan, with Meari-khan, his sccretarj^and i\Ta- 
homed Jafer, nephew of Iluc'^cm-khan, with many 
others, were already slam, Nusrct-yar-khaii had 
two arrows fixed m his body, and Dost Ah-khan vv as 
wounded and dit^abled On the partofthevezir Ab- 
dullah-khan, Shahamct-klian, a commanderof great 
renown, with one of his sons, was killed, together 
with Abd-iil-kader-khan, brother of the kazy Mir 
Bahadur Shahj, and Ins brother Fatch-jar-khan, 
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and 'r'ilio\oi \h-KIian Such wa*' tlic fate aKo 
4tf \hd-ul-LdianN>Khan •'OU of Ahd-ur-i-ahuu-khau 
Aun nir/i h\ ol ( ilud uii Alclu-c d-din-khan, of Sal) 
kat-ullah-klian ‘-iiniuntd Shcikh.i, and Ciliolain 
Ali-khan 'I lic'-c kc't won* tlircc biothci" and all 
three ( uininaudcrs of iinpoitancc in Ahdullah- 
kh m aMn^ a*: aKo Shu)ah-khan, ‘'On ol liclolc- 
khan All tho^'C e hu fl.iin'' \\crc vlain on that oc- 
ca^-ion, whole' ne^nc buL the bravc'^t dared to shew' 
then litt'' all of ilu'in ha\ini: exhibited Icats of 
j)rowe''S and attachment that a'-lonidicd the be- 
holder'- '^he^ '-nbinitteel tei their fate without 
hc'-itation aiiel drank of the drej^'- of the bitter 
jioition pre'-ented them by the hand of death 
Atiin-cd-dm Ab-khan, who had Inthcito been the 
mo'-t distiiigui'-hed of the w hole, after having ic- 
cened ‘^oei'al cabre wounds, was at last wounded 
b\ an arrow, winch striking m his eje dcpincd 
him of sight, to the unspeakable sorrow' of his 
brother Abdullah-khan, who instantly supported 
In'- duision with the Seids of Barha that remained 
about his person At this tune also Churamon 
Jatt, who w'as the most actiie partizan m Abdul- 
lah-khan’s serMec, wheeled round and fell upon 
the rear of the imperialists On this occasion he 
seized on a thousand spare bullocks belonging to 
the artillery, w'lth a number of camels laden w'lth 
the emperor’s private baggage, all of w'hicli w'ere 
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grazing on the banks of the Jumna, and pushing 
on, he went as far as the imperial camp, where he 
found a corps ready formed to oppose him The 
emperor himself shot an arrow at him, and Ma- 
homed Amm-khan and Hady-khan marched 
against him with the infantry, which surrounded 
the royal elephant Abdullah-khan, occupied 
only with what was passing on his front, was 
marching to the assistance of his people, when his 
flank was attacked by Saadet-khan, Heider Kuly- 
khan, and Mahomed-khan Bangash This move- 
ment being perceived by Abdullah-khan, he 
wheeled round and opposed them, though his 
people were severely galled by Heider Kuly-khan, 
and that body of expert musqueteers whom he 
had trained himself Abdullah-khan lost two 
oflBcers of distinction in this attack, Shah Habeb- 
ullah, commander of his artillery, and Seid Ali- 
khan, brother of his paymaster-general, Abd-ul- 
mohsen-khan This attack having somewhat 
disordered the ranks of Heider Kuly-khan, he 
formed them again, and being joined by a good 
corps brought up by Khan Dowraii, he renewed the 
assault with so much vigour, that Abdullah-khan 
lost his usual presence of mind. He had always 
made it a rule in the many battles m which he 
had been engaged, never to be guilty, like other 
Hmdoostany generals, in a moment of danger to 
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quit his elephant, and combatting on foot, to mix 
with the crowd Abdnllah-khan , on the contrary, 
had always remained on his elephant, and had 
made it a point to display the standaid till the 
last, conceiving that fii mness in a commander wa‘^ 
moie instrumental to the gaining of a battle than 
a display of peisonal prowess Neveithcless, for- 
tune having tui ned her back upon him, lie forgot 
his own maxim, and jumping liom Ins elephant, 
took to his sabre and buckler, and mixed with the 
crowd, although he had still three thousand Seids 
of Barha about his person, who seemed likely to 
stand by him to the very last He ^^as hardly 
dismounted, when most of his officers and men, 
taking it for granted that he was slam oi disabled, 
despairing of victory, abandoned their ranks and 
betook themselves to flight Some other accounts 
sa5% that Seif-ed-dm Ali-khan, his own nephew, 
and one of his best generals, had fallen back be- 
fore Abdullah-khan had thought of dismounting, 
and that Ins example had been followed by others 
Be it as it may, Abdullah-khan, although astonished 
at this desertion, kept his ground manfully, but 
being surrounded on all sides, and the weight of 
his armour restraining his activity, he received an 
arrow in bis forehead, and two successive cuts on 
his neck and hand, and being overcome with 
. fatigue and loss of blood, he was made a piisonei 

VOL I T 
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At this very moment, his younger brother, Nejm~ 
ed-dm Ali-khan, resolved to share his fate, and 
threw himself forward , they were both about to 
be slam, when Abdullah-khan was recognized by 
Heider Kuly-khan, who rescued the brothers from 
the hands of the soldiery The destiny of those 
two Doble persons affected an infinite number of 
men, and people thought they saw tliem pointed 
out m these verses of the poet, which were then 
handed about 

I am he, who m an attack could bear off on the point of 
my spear the golden nng. 

But being now forsaken by my good star, and abandoned 
by fortune, 

" Have been m my turn surrounded by a nng and taken — 
Of what avail then is the helmet and cuirass, 

After good fortune has once turned her back ?*' 

Heider Kuly-khan having caused the two noble- 
men to be raised upon the same elephant, carried 
them to the emperor, and that prince, who had a 
great fund of benignity in his nature, cast a look of 
compassion on them, and consigned them both to 
Heider Kuly-khan’s custody, after which he or- 
dered the royal music to announce the victory Of 
the vanquished army, some fled, and some mixed 
with the victors Ghazi-ed-dm-khan returned to 
camp, and packing up as much of Abdullah-khan ’s 
baggage as had not yet been plundered, fled to- 
wards Dchli, during the time when the royal com- 
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mal scene around them One Abdullah-klian, of 
Cashan m Persia, to whom Abdullah-khan, his old 
friend and master, had intrusted the care of his 
seraglio, no sooner heard of the disaster that had 
befallen his benefactor, than, forgetful of what was 
due from him either as an honest man oi a gen- 
tleman, had the perfidy to penetrate within the 
sacred precincts of the seraglio, and to gratify both 
his infamous lust and avarice He came to an under- 
standing with the Hindu who commanded the guard, 
and entenng the sanctuary of the women, those two 
wretches seized and earned away whatever persons 
and effects they chose , so that this villain has ever 
been from that moment pointed at with the finger 
of scorn as an apostate from good faith, a traitor to 
his benefactor and friend, and an invader of the 
most sacred rights of humanity Fortune, who 
had now turned hei back on that forlorn family, 
seemed bent on rendering abortive every attempt 
at escape made by any of its members Gholam 
All-khan, one of the confidential attendants of 
Abdullah-khan, and another, who, by changing 
their apparel and disguising their faces, endea- 
voured to effect their retreat to Jansita, the tovm 
where they were bom, weie intercepted on their 
way home, and carried to the emperor. 

This pnnee, now firmly seated on his throne, 
and freed from all anxiety and solicitude, adopted 
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winch took place with suitable pomp, amid the 
mingled sounds of shouts, of trumpets, and kettle- 
drums The emperor's own suite was followed and 
preceded by lofty elephants, resplendent with gold 
and silver trappings, by beautiful slave-boys and 
jmung men clad in cloth of gold, by a gold throne, 
and by sedans of jewel-work Embroidered ensigns 
and sti earners, equally superb and elegant, were 
borne by crowds of seiA'ants shining in gold and sil- 
ver tissue, that shed a lustre around them All these 
were interspersed amongst bodies of troops that 
marched in battle-arra}’', accompanied by bands of 
commanders and noblemen, all superbly mounted, 
and conspicuous by the brightness of their arms 
and by the richness of then apparel A number of 
beautiful horses, with saddles enamelled in gold 
and jewel- work, announced from afar the emperor’s 
approach and thus this prince, adorned by all 
the graces of youth and beauty, made his appear- 
ance mounted on a gigantic elephant, and seated 
upon a throne that literally blazed with a profusion 
of jewels and rich ornaments He directed his 
march through the Ajmere gate, sprinkling the way 
with handfuls of gold, and enriching by a liberality 
long forgotten a multitude of needy people, who Jiad 
long waited for this auspicious moment He arrived 
at the imperial palace at the fifth hour of the day, 
where the empiess mother, with a numbei of pun- 
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tes‘' 0 '' nnd ladic^N of tlic lui^hc^t di^tinclion, waited 
for him at the inner dooi of the female apaitinent<5 
The emprc‘''? mothei, lioldinp; a laigc plate of gold 
and vihcr, filled with new coins of se\eial kinds, 
and also with a\ariet\ of gems and jnecioiis )cwcls, 
poured the whole as an otlermg o\ei his head , and 
after wishing him a long and jnospeious leigii, she 
look him the hand, and introduced him within 
the imperial sanctuarv 
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CHAPTEB 111 

Shortly aftei the coronation, Abd-us- seined - 
khan, viceroy of Lahore, marched -with his son 
Zakanah-khan, his geneial and deputy Akgar-khan, 
and some other noble personages, but he did not 
arrive m time to be of any service He was, how- 
ever, admitted to the honour of paying his respects, 
and was distinguished by a dress of honour, a tiara 
of jewels, a poignard, and several other presents 
The rank of Zakanah-khan was raised by the addi- 
tional command of a thousand horse, so that his 
corps now consisted of full five thousand men. 
Raja Jye-smg and Raja Gmdher not amvmg m 
time to aid the opposite party, were, in the com- 
mencement of the month of Sefer admitted to the 
honour of kissing the threshold of the imperial 
presence, and they were pardoned Shortly after 
an order was issued to put in foice the capitation- 
tax upon the Hindus, but it was remitted on the 
representation of Raja Jye-smg Nizam-ul-mulk 
congratulated the emperor on his victory, and 
wished him a long and prosperous reign, as did 
also Mursliid Kuly-khan, viceroy of Bengal The 
latter announced the arrival of the revenue from 
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that piOMiicc with anotlici laigcsuni from lunisclf 
as an ollcniiu Ilonoui'? and dignities wcic be- 
'Stowed thib da> on a nninbci of nobles Ileidci 
Kulvblian leccned the title of j\loi/-ed-dowlali in 
addition to that of Na‘sn')ung^^ Ineli ho hadalieady 
acquned, and Jaafci -khan obtained that of Roshen- 
cd-dowlah Tlio coininand of the honsehold-guaid 
was conferred on Saadet-khan , and Zakariah- 
khan rcccned the go\ eminent of Cashmir in lieu 
of Enaict-ullah-khan On Tuesday the twent}’-- 
second of Rcbi-ul-awal, the enipcroi being on a 
hunting paity, was infoimed by a mcsscngci that 
his \e7n jMahoined Annn-khan liad been seized 
with a sudden and evci uciating pain m the bowels 
The nc\t day his distemper increased in despite of 
the remedies applied, continued vomiting took 
place, and he died on the tvcnty-nmtli, aftei a 
short administration of thiee months and twenty- 
two days His estate, vastly swollen by the con- 
fiscation of Hussein Ah-khan’s fortune, rendered 
him extremely v^ealtliy, and all his jnoperty was 
suflTeied to pass quietly toliis hens Byliis death, 
God’s people were leheved fiom oppressions which 
they were likely to suffer It is related, that in- 
tending to enlarge his palace in Dehli, and to 
enclose more ground within its precincts, he by a 
single command dispossessed seven hundied house- 
keepers ill his neighbourhood, of then houses and 


22 ncbi 111- 

nwTiI, 

A H 1133 
10 Tnnuar}, 
A D I72i 


29 Hcbi ul 
nuTil, 

\ n 1133 

17 Jnnuar}, 
A D 1721 



282 SIYAR-UL-MUTAKHLRIN. 

real property, without remuneration, who all quitted 
their homes, and delivered their keys up to his 
officers After his death, this property was restored 
by his son Kamer-ed-din-khan, who renounced the 
invidious acquisition, and obtained the applause of 
mankind and the blessing of God on this occasion. 

We may observe of Mahomed-shah, who was ge- 
nerally charged with rapaciousness and parsimony, 
that he does not appear to have merited that cha- 
racter On the death of Mahomed Amin-khan the 
imperial treasury was very low, the large sums 
diawn from all parts of the empire by the two 
Seids liaAung been lavished m paying their im- 
mense levies of troops, and by their preparations 
for war, so that the empeior benefited very little 
by what remained in their coffers The greatei 
part of that which existed there at all, had been 
made away with by the plundering soldiers, and 
by their own generals , so much so, that the orna- 
ments of gold and silver which had once deco- 
rated the public and private halls of audience, had 
in their lattei days of necessity been converted 
into com, while their palaces even required a 
thorough repair When the list of the deceased 
mmister’s property came to be presented to the 
emperor, it was estimated at several crores, reck- 
onmg only the gold, silver, gems and -precious 
stuffs, all of which he ordered to be left to the 
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•-mi I it \\ i'' 111 ( ‘•t ib 1 i''lH (I I ii^tuMi .ininii^'^ .ill llic 
nnpi Ton Ilf till finiilv of 11 iln r, .i‘. w ( II w itli nil 
tliK'-i 111 tin nil Ilf 1 imiir, in i iKi po'-M ‘■‘'inn of 
tin I ‘■I it< ‘' uiil iltli "1 till ir ill r( T'l (1 mini‘'t('rs 
mil •'inmt*' tn llu iMUniun ul iluir limt^ to 
wlii'in tin \ Mill! li*- ill (1 !'■ ifuoiir vntli .i ‘■li.in 
i*' llu\ llmiiLlit 111 Hut. in tnitli, il wn*' ‘■lull i 
< ii'-tuiii !'■ lu ulu r n li'jiiiii luT pi‘'tu i ronld pivtif\ , 
til It a 111 111 .il'ti r liniii'j ‘•mnl lii‘' '■o\iTeii:,'n 
ihiniij 111*' \\ lioli lifi . it till ixpiii*'! of |ii‘' swiat 
mil blonl 11 1\ , ifti r liiMiii: peril ip^ •'acntuecl 
lnin‘'i.ir in lii‘- rum, ‘■houlil it lii^ tlcatli li.nr .ill 
Im li inl I iniiiiL;'' i inicd .nvay .ind i oiiri‘'r.itcd, 
and 11 i\l lii^ cliildmi dc-'litiiti . more ‘•olicitoiiL of 
how to ‘'ul)''i‘'t tlir nc\t d.u.tlian how to huncnl 
Im (lo.itli II i*- hi’j:hl\ to the credit of \.i/cin- 
‘■li ill, that w ith '■o ni.iin pu ci'donb' before hi‘> c> eii, 
he w.i'n the fir^-t of the nice of Tinuir who tolallv 
relinqin‘'hed th.it prnileeu', ind exjui^-Lcd a deles- 
t.ition of It One of hisriche‘'t nlnll‘^te^‘' h.ning- 
died, a li*-! .iccordinj^ to e.‘'tabli‘'hed u^.ai^e was jirc- 
‘■ciited to linn of his estate, which m jewels .md 
money alone amounted to an immense sum Tlie 
cmjicroi dnerled Ins he.id liom it with strong marks 
of displeasure, and forb.ide aii} one, undci pain of 
his indignation, from piescnting to him sucli papers 
for the futuie 
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In the reign of Aiirengzib, one Mn Maliomed 
Hussein, a native of the holy citj^ of Meshed in 
Iran (who, for aught I know to the contrarj^ may 
have possibly been, as he pietended, a descendant 
of one of those Seids entombed there, on whom be 
peace), hearing of the extreme generosity and mu‘ 
nificence of Umdet-el-mulk Amir-khan, governor 
of Cabul, towards his countrymen, the Persians, 
quitted his native city, m hopes of prefci ment, and 
came to Cabul As he was skilled in the Arabic 
language and in philosophy, as well as m other 
branches of knowledge. Ins qualities were highly 
spoken of, insomuch that the son of Amir-klian’s 
secretary, wishing to benefit by his instructions, 
gave some celebrity to Mir Mahomed Hussein 
The instructor’s name thus came often to be men- 
tioned with encomiums m Amir-kban’s presence, 
who thereby became desirous of seeing liim, and 
mentioned his name to Sahibji, his consort (daughter 
of the late Ah Merdan-khan) The reason was 
this Sahibji had no children of hei own , and, to 
console heiself, she had adopted the daughter of a 
Seid who had long been in her husband’s service, 
whom she had educated with gieat care Hei 
views were to marry this adopted daughter to some 
virtuous gentleman of hei own country (Iran), when- 
ever such a one should happen to come from thence 
Sahibji desired her husband to enquiie fuithei 
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r<a ihi widilnva end m a li w di\'- --he lu'-lnwcd 
111 I idnj'l. d d n]L;lil< i nii ih it ‘-liic \\d man Heiin^ 
ilm-- iniiidiuid mtn \mit Khm*- linnK, he made' 
uijunninui with (he pniu ip li nu n nl In'- rnnrf , 
hi iii»t mu d niiii I md *ant to^i liar '-nnu' menu \ 
In i fi w M IT'- ittii the nine I n| tlu ‘-vijn i mtend- 
( lu t nt tlu pi rfnnu r\ nl tlu nnptiial hniii-c hold 
w Is sijn tn him Irnm court. \t Vmir-khin’'- reccun- 
nu nd limn md he nnhi'-piil m ule Iru luK w itli 
si,\( I d nl \nm-kh m s ( hddri n born nl nllmr ladies 
than ^aliibii llm anihitinn In iii'a tcjual to Ins 
.irtilui Im ( mm .it 1 ml tn Im coiisidi'mcl .m an 
e\trinidmai\ jn r-oiia-ac on w hose i-.nu tit\ man} 
persons placed 'areal faith llaeli Mi-khan, the 
eldest son ol \mir-kh<in, with sonic others, was 
inmna the immbci who seemed the most att.ichcd 
tei him \niir-khan chiii'a .ibeiut this time, his 
(onseirl and fannh leiiuieul to court, hut ]\Iir 
'Mahoiiicd Hussein, attached b} his olhcc to the 
city of C.ibui, remained there, and after a certain 
tune picparcd a epiantiti, of essence of roses made 
at PcshaNcr, as well as a c|uantitY of rosc-w’ater 
and other perfumes, for the cm^ieror’s use, and that 
of the principal lends and giandecs of the court 
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Thus provided, he set out for the capital, in hopes 
of recommending himself to the emperor, and 
pushing his fortune at Dehli Having arrived at 
Lahore, he learned that the emperor Aurengzib 
was no more His hopes of preferment being 
blasted by that unexpected event, he sold his 
perfumery at a high price, and having thereby 
acquired a sum of money equal to sixty or seventy 
thousand rupees, he thought it sufficient for the 
remainder of his life, and putting on the garb of a 
dervish, and assuming a grave sanctified air, he 
conceived the design of establishing a new religion 
For this purpose he associated with himself that 
very secretary’s son mentioned above, m whom be 
had discovered much talent, persuading him that 
if they should form a new sect the consequences 
would prove of manifold benefits to themselves 
In order to effect this purpose, he proposed to 
invent a new language, which might strike by its 
singulanty, and also enable them to pretend to 
receive re\cIations from heaven in a language un- 
knorni to others, and that by raising their fame 
they might at length come to be accounted beings 
of a superior order, and that having once brought 
the mob to throng round them, the learned and 
people of respectability would m time come to be 
suayed bj the popular belief, in which case their 
credit and influence oicr both high and lownould 
know no bound'; 
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111 \tn t 1 nil< md \\r<tti i book in it. fnin^ht with 
1 nnndn r of ‘•irnim t vjm ‘•'- k'ii'', and full cif odd 
coin I it-' winch In toncctiiiL^ uid iinc nditn,'’ from 
tnnc' to tinu tin \ c\cntiidh fornn d into a tma- 
Inc winch tlu\ c died \{o/i Mn(addc‘>, or the 
llol\ \co/ 1 tin in»''tcr w,i‘- not without 

Uarnnnr he intnnlucc d a miinlurof ancient Per- 
<.1011 term'' and in nn olnolete worcK, and havings 
either trni^-lated them, or "nen them a particular 
termination, he ‘-)iimkkd them throut,diont Ins 
eompncitions, which In dc'jrccs he put into ^crse 
Blit Ins pretensions to ‘■anctitN were wild in tlic 
extreme, so that it is liardK posable to gne an 
intelligible account of them In one word, he pre- 
tended to be a Bekouk, winch noiel w'ord lie c\- 
jdamed as expressne of the middle dignit}' and 
nature betwixt ]lrophcc^ and ]iontihcac> , adding 
that all prophets had not been Bekouks, but that 
i\Iahomcd, the last and seal of prophets, had been 
both a prophet and Bekouk , that the first simple 
Bekouk was the Prince of Saints. Ah the son of 
Abu Tahb , that Imam B.e 7 a w'as the eighth, and 
that down to that Imam both the pontificate and 
Bckoukiety had been united m one and the same 
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person, until the two natures being separated, the 
Bekoukiety descended to himself, Mahomed Hus- 
sein, on the one hand, and the pontificate to his 
holiness the Imam Mahomed Taky on the other, 
from whom it would be continued to the day of 
judgment “and I, Mahomed Hussein” (added he), 
“ am the last of the Bekouks.” This is how he 
explained the gift of Bekoukiety when m com- 
pany with Shias, but when he found himself 
amongst Sunnies, he commenced his account of 
It by the four first khahfs, and then added four 
persons more of the Ommiah and Abbasy families, 
after whom he reckoned himself the ninth Bekouk 
Finally, he used to say, “ Gentlemen, I have no 
business Avith any man’s religion, but 1 am come 
like a blazing torch to illuminate every nation and 
everj’’ sect My character, tlierefoie, is of the 
highest nature, for I am the ninth Bekouk, who 
am to be the seal and last of the Bekoukiety, and 
to whom it has been recommended to ivrite a book 
to invite all nations to this belief, and to promul- 
gate the tenets of that recent law, the intent 
whereof is to renew some customs and particular 
doctnnes, so that I am my'^elf under the imme- 
diate influence of inspiration from above, and under 
an obligation to publish those tenets descended to 
me from hearen.” 

After haring '^et up such ab‘:urd pretensions, he 
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used at certain solemn festivals of Islam, to as- 
semble Ins followei's, whom he called his Ferabiids, 
to whom he explained his piecepts, and with 
whom he celebrated certain anniveisanes It is 
written m the Maasii Nebe\y that the revelations 
which descended to the prophets wei e of two sorts , 
this man, therefore, m older to preserve the resem- 
blance, used to say that he ivas favoured m the 
same way , at one time receiving the inspiration 
through the means of a luminous globe, oi disc 
like the sun, on which words appealed to be de- 
lineated, and that eventually the luminous globe, 
having enveloped him m light, depiived him of his 
senses, in which state he was quite oveicome by 
its effects , at another time, the revelation was 
made manifest by a voice that pionounced certain 
mystical words, which he immediately gave out 
to his followers The mode of address he insti- 
tuted was singular His Ferabuds in their assem- 
blies, after having saluted each othei as is custo- 
mary amongst Mussulmans, by the words Selam 
aleikwn, or Peace be on you, he used to add 
in a lower tone of voice the mystical words Kef- 
shan mmud bud The first day on which he pre- 
tended to have received the revelation, he denomi- 
nated the day of light, and on the anniversary 
of that day he used to assemble a multitude of 
people, to whom he distributed a perfume com- 
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posed of amber, with which they anointed each 
other’s faces, after which they sung and made re- 
joicings When his disciples were sufficiently 
excited by these exertions, he used to display two 
standards, and putting upon his head a cap, not 
unlike that worn by Armenians, but a little higher, 
he marched at the head of his Ferabuds towards 
those mountains near Lahore, where are to be seen 
the ancient buildings of Divel Rany, which go by 
the name of the palace of the Bakhtianes This 
journey he always performed in the night-time. 
He stated that he received his first revelation on a 
spot in those hills like the cavern of Herra,* and 
he used to fast six days previous to the anniversary 
of the new moon of the month of Zilhij, dunng 
which penod he remained silent, assummg the ap- 
pearance of one being dumb , as we read of m 
scnpture, m the case of the wife of Zachana and 
the Virgm Mary, when she was delivered of the 
holy Jesus, who remained silent in order to evade 
the enquiries made on that occasion, and who re- 
plied to no one. While Jesus (on whom, and on 
whose descendants be the peace of God) replied to 
them from the cradle, and this miracle fully con- 
firmed the sanctity of his holy birth and the punty 
of his mother. 

* The cave mto ivhich Mahomed withdrew from the perse* 
cution of his enemies at Jlecca, 
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On tlic '5e\culli of the snid month tlic rc)oicings 
commenced .ind ended Foi these holidays ho 
had a peculiar name, of wlneh I ha^c been unable 
to learn the origin, but all I know is that he ealled 
them Sou Ian On this occasion he used to collect 
a great multitude in order to pray, and, m addition 
to the fne times of daily Morship required to be at- 
tended to by dn me command, he prayed three times 
more, VIZ fiist, at sun-iismg, after the Mussulman 
morning pmjer , sccondh , when the sun is on the 
decline after noon , thirdly, at sun-set, when the 
honzon still prcsci\ed some redness in the west 
The iitcs performed on the anniversary wcie the 
following he stood in the midst of his Ferabuds, 
causing them to form lound him four mnks m a 
square, like the four y^lls of a house, tliose of 
each rank standing witli their faces towards the 
four cardinal points After having pronounced the 
mystical words taught by their mastci, each person 
mchned his head very low, at the same time turn- 
ing his body to the left m such a way that those 
fronting the north should face the north-west , those 
fronting the west, the south-west, those fronting 
the south, the cast , and those fronting the cast, the 
north After having in this manner changed tlieir 
jiositions, they cast their eyes upon the ground, 
after which, laising their heads up\vards, they 
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looked at the heavens, and repeated at each tihie 
their particular mystical sentences. 

After three genuflexions, they returned to their 
former position. The saint then addressed the 
people assembled m a circle about his person, say- 
ing, “ I am that being (great God, what blas- 
phemy ’ ’) that was brought into the world by the 
young Fatema, on whom be peace, when she suf- 
fered an abortion ” He also made use of other 
blasphemous and impious' falsehoods, which I do 
not now remember. What I relate is from that 
which I have collected myself from his two sons, 
Shah Feghar and Shah Did, with whom I have con- 
versed several times, as well as "with his pnncipal 
followers, when I first went to Shah-jehan-abad, 
which was about the end of Mahomed-shah’s reign 
and the beginning of Ahmed-shah’s This impostor 
nominated four successors, in iiriitation of the suc- 
cession of the four khalifs. The first of these was 
Narshid, for whom he had coined m his new lan- 
guage the name of Vezibar , the second was Mir 
Bakir, son-in-law of Amir-khan, besides two more 
for whom he coined the names of Nemud-ullah 
and Nemuda-nemud , and in the same manner he 
gave strange names to his children and to his fol- 
lowers, all of which were denved from his newly- 
invented language , for whoever presented himself 
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ior adnii<5<5ion A\a«; <?inc to rcccnc a new name, 
A\lnch was clcenicd a ‘'ign of acceptance into the 
nustcrios. nor was admittance given on any other 
terms Alir ^Tahomed llnsscm Bekonk had three 
sons, to the fiist of whom he ga^c the name or 

sign of Numa-nemud, to tlie second tliat of Fe7har, 

\ 

to the third that of Did Ills two daughters w^rc 
called Ncimina (he elder and Nemuna the younger, 
and to three of Ins iclatncs on his wifcs side 
(whose name he changed into that of Ilava-Nnma), 
he ga^c the names of Numa-vir> Nemud-yar, and 
Fernemud In the end, that worthless liai quitting 
Lahore, came some time after to Shah-)ehan-abad,^ 
w here he took up his abode , and as Bahadur-shah 
resided at a distance from the city, his circle of 
stupid followers increased daily, so that he drew 
to his net c^cly ignorant sot wdio w^as to be cap- 
tivated wath noNcltjf As he had private property 
of his owai, he made a parade of Ins disinterested- 
ness, nor w'ould he ever ask or accept of any thing, 
insomuch that the multitude w'ere amazed to find 
he subsisted by such apparently invisible means 
they theiefoie gave him the more credit for what 
he said, although they did not understand his lan- 
guage By degiees Ins follow'^ers sw'^elled to such 
numbers, and pioved so zealous in alluring others, 
that at last they foi med a vast multitude. Bahadur- 
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sImIi dviti" tliK tinu', tlurr* .iroso dni'^tnn^ 

amongst the prnu ( s of tlu Mo'kI. u hit ii (tccaMoiK d 
dissensions in c\crv nt\ .md in (\(r\ tov, n, niifl 
tlie impostor, a\ailinf^ liiniM If of tins opporliiriil) 
to make prosL'htos, .vnd Ljrov. in': hohl .irid d.inn',% 
no\s drojiptd tin \(il lu hid In fon A‘'-'tim(d, and 
hroii'^ht forth his ntu hook and new l.mi'iiA^e, 
shewed himself to tin "a/int; popiihu», .nid ft ir- 
Ic'ssly t \ch.in"Ld his fornur ohieiinls for tin hro ul 
sunshine of puhlKiU Ills skill and siihtilts m 
artpimcul rendered him a forniidalile advtr-iars, so 
that \\hcnt\cr .in\ one altcmjited tt) raise objec- 
tions to Ins jireteiiMons, he Wiis o\crpout.rcd h) his 
contro\crsial espertness and bj Inssoplnstrv 'I'he 
lower classes, eonloiindtd at what the\ saw and 
heard, flocked to him in j^rcat numbers Tins 
was the case throughout that jieriod of dissensions 
winch ended in placing Ferokh-siaron the throne, a 
prince cvcccdingly ignonint himself, whilst his 
tw'o ministers, busy in their ow n affairs, minded 
nothing else Iliisscm Ali-khan being mostly en- 
gaged m wars and expeditions, and the other bro- 
ther, Abdullah-klian, being engrossed by his plea- 
sures excepting indeed w'hcn his attention was 
now' and then roused bj' the omjicror’s mtngucs 
against him, at wdiicli time he had too much busi- 
ness of his ow'n on hand to think of the imposture 
and lies of that woithless false prophet The new 
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•■rrt contimud t<i -.lut nl. utul Kndi-kluiti. ^on of 
Anur 41 nn nnnn I'l tlio fir^l r\nK iiid tinn, 

1)11 iinr niu* mmnu'-i lo'^ in im followii'^ IIi^ 
) ()nM iiiiin pri'din ( (1 ‘•o inij)ii',m'r ,in cflt ri on iho 
niol) ih il Un \ r« idil\ nd<ipt( d In*- lx lud . ‘•o tlnit 
in n Intlc tinu- lu- ( oidd nx kon fno nnd Iwditv 
tlion‘-ind in< n in Iti'' I'^'-iinlih .it om* linu* 'I’ln* 
tinpiior 1 < lokli-si ir luin'-ilf, it the in‘'tTiui' of 
•'Oim of In*' tourtur*' lost to .ill s, nsi of n lii,Mon 
uid di Cl IK \ . oiu'i v.dit to s( ilj.it uniiustor It 
w is in tin nnilit tinu 'ind in disomsi , .u romp mu d 
ouK l'\ •■nmi iiinmlis. Inii wiiliont ms rrtmuc, 
iiul AMilunit imp utin”: Ills ( 1 ( simi to .in\ om d im 
impostor Ntimul. li iMiifr ;:ot notmi of tins \isii 
from a prmrc <fpnll\ silK and ipnor.int, litul the 
.issiinmci md runnmf: to < losi tin door of liis 
.ip irtnu nt from \\ itlim, .md to m ikc somr dillu ulh 
in opt miii: It, whilst tlm ompiror dc'-ccmdcd to 
i litre itics and siipplic.itioim, Mipporlcd b) the 
impostors ohildren and distipUs 

At l.ist Im w.ts pre\ .iilrd 1)11 to open the door 
d'lm emjieror on setmp: Inm, iimlmed his bodj, 
m.ide.ibow, .md went forward Nemiid, draw- 
mi; out a st.ig’s hide, spread it for the pimcc, and 
said, “ IIcic IS wdiat will suihee .is a scat cither 
for a king or a beggar, chusc wdneh jou please to 
be” rcrokh-siar, pleased with his boldness m 
the midst of his apparent poverty, conceived a 
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Ini^hcr opiniim of lim ••anctilv, and on his dcpar- 
tnro ])ir‘>cntc(l him uith a hai: (ont.imin;: ,i thoii- 
s.md nipoc^' and ashn'hu^i/ mixed trj^^ellu r, with 
a {jiiilted i.irpel The impostor njicted both, 
nor was il till after a thousand r(fus,tls that he 
could 1)0 prevailed ujion to present Ihi prmee with 
a Koran of his own w^tlnu^ for which he dt due ted 
jicvent\ rupees out of the ha^' (this lx m^' his stati'd 
price for kornns of this description), and rcturiud 
the lost The emperor stood iij) out of resput to 
receive the koniri, earned it to his forelie.id, and 
mnkin»r his how, returned home Nenuid did not 
reconduct the j>rincc out ol the room, hut on 
finding the hag .ind mono) on the floor, he or- 
dered it to be distributed .iinong the h\-standers, 
aflccting a piece of self-denial, by which he nosed 
hiK clinmctci so high m the public estimation, that 
nothing henceforward could shake it, and icndercd 
him more bold than over He now thought it unne- 
cessary to make a secret of the festn als and fasts 
wdiich he had appointed, nor had he the least scru- 
ple in openly displaying his standard within the 
city, and marching m state to his place of meeting, 
which he always did at the head of a great mob 
of Ins disciples, and after having jicrfonncd the 
ridiculous ceremonies of his order, he used to rc- 

* The rupee i‘5 of p^^cr, the n'-hrefj is a gold com of tlic 
same M7 c 
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turn in tiinmpli in the same way amidst \ast 
eroMd«5, wlio lepcated in a loud singing’ voice the 
mystical woids of the sect 

The reign of Feiokh-siar being at an end, and 
the power and influence of the two Seid brothers 
liaMng cea'^ed, the crown descended to Mahomed- 
shah, and the offlee of iT^zirship to his favounte 
INIahomed Amin-khau, whose ministi*)'’ lasted only 
tliiee or four months and some days, as has been 
she\\m He chanced to hear some days before his 
death of the outrageous proceedings of the im- 
postor Nemud, and directed a party of soldiers, 
then at his gate, to set out immediately, and to 
seize and bring before him that for such was 

Ins expies'^ion The soldiers had peremptory 
orders, and were directed to kill him e\ en if he 
made the least resistance As it was past noon 
when this order was given, and the vezir had dis- 
missed his people, theie were but few men at the 
gate, and only part of those went to the impos- 
tor’s house, where they communicated their orders. 
At that moment Kefshan-Nemud, for so he styled 
himself, was taking his meal, and hearing the 
soldiers talk without, he lost his presence of mmd, 
and remained stupified wnth fear , but having time 
to recollect himself, he sent out his youngest son 
Did, who was extremely handsome, and putting 
into his hands a few cakes of mixed wheat and 
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barley, with some dishes of pulse and greens> 
which he had before him, sent this message to the 
soldiers “ Friends ! as you are come to a Fakir’s 
house, partake of his fare for a while, until he 
comes himself ” The soldiers, equally surprized, 
and struck with the singulanty of the message, 
the beauty and tender age of the messenger, 
waited awhile In the mean time, Mahomed 
Amin-khan being seized with a severe paroxysm 
of the cholic, the news in an instant spread, and 
reaching the soldiers, they all left Nemud, and 
repaired to their station at their master’s gate, 
being anxious to have the arrears due to them 
settled The vezir, who was attacked by the most 
violent type of that distemper, had lost his senses, 
and was speechless , but as soon as he could open 
his eyes, he asked where was the impostor Ne- 
mud. It was represented to him, that his illness 
had so much affected his servants, that their atten- 
tion was entirely engrossed by his situation, on 
which account the seizure of the impostor had 
been neglected. The minister was displeased, 
and ordered him to be brought without fail on the 
morrow- morning. But m the evening being again 
seized with another violent attack, his life was 
despaired of. Nemud was thmkmg how to make 
his escape, but Hadi Ali-khan, and some others of 
his friends conveying mtelligence of the rmmster’s 
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desperate state, he gained courage, and sent for a 
number of Ins followers, who now joined him, 
to whom he gave intimation of the vezir’s being 
in the agonies of death On this he confidently 
came out of his house, and took his seat in the 
mosque close to his owm door, while his disciples 
and fi lends filled the mosque and the street At 
this moment Kamer-ed-dm-khan, son of the dying 
minister, partaking of the fears and supeistition of 
the old women of the seraglio, and of the appre- 
hensions of men as weak as the women them- 
selves, sent at day-break his steward with a bag 
of five thousand rupees to the impostoi, as an 
offeimg of atonement foi his father’s conduct, and 
a request to have some amulets of his own ^^’ntmg 
sent to him as a preventive against danger. Ne- 
mud, who had just received a short note with 
intelligence of the minister’s death, said m a high 
tone of voice, “ I have shot such an arrow into 
that pagan’s heart, as muU never allow him to 
recover , nevertheless, in imitation of my ancestor 
All, who suffered martyrdom m a mosque, I am 
come to receive that honoui m this place although, 
indeed,” he added, after a pause, “ I cannot pro- 
perly receive it, since I have already suffered 
once,” an expression by which he alluded to the 
abortion sustained by the young Fatema He 
was yet speaking, when Kamei-ed-dm-khan’s 
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steward came m, and laid the money at Ins feet, 
as the price for his "va riting an amulet , adding, 
at the same time, an humble message from the 
son, expressive of a hope that lie would forgive 
i\Iahomed Amm-khan's transgressions The im- 
postor replied, that an arrow once shot, and water 
once spilt, could not return This ans^ver hanng 
produced fresh entreaties and supplications, he 
turned towards his future successor, and bade him 
•vTite these Arabic words of the koran “ "We 
have sent the koran do^^^l for the benefit of true 
believers, but there is m it nothing for tyrants, 
but loss and destruction ” The paper being \iTitten, 
he put it in the steward’s hands, and bade him 
carry it quickly, “ Although,” added he, I know 
it lAull avail nothing, as by the time thou shalt 
arrive, the man -vnuII have already ceased to live.” 
The steward humbly insisted on his accepting the 
money, but he refused it constantly,' say mg, that 
for his part he would not so much as touch it, 
but that the poor people present might take it, if 
they pleased Hardly had these words issued 
from his bps, when those Indian beggars, accus- 
tomed to overrun our cities for the sake of a few 
pieces of copper, rushed in on the instant and 
made away with the w^hole sum The steward, 
on his return, heard by the way that the vezir 
was dead, and the intelligence being then pub- 
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lich announced to Nemud. he got up, di'^mi^scd 
the multitude, and mcuI liomcMith an air of satis- 
faction and triumph ISIcauMdiilc this miracle 
being noised abioad, and being exaggerated all 
oierthc citv, did not fail to produce a plentiful 
addition of sots and idiots, who became his fol- 
lowers Three ^cars aftci this Nemud himself 
died, and was succeeded b^, his eldest son Numa- 
Nemud, who fell out wath his brothers, and with 
scieral of his fathers followers, on account of the 
shares of a family -estate with wdiich lie had been 
jirescntcd b> his discijilc Iladi Ali-khan, and 
which the father had assigned to Vczibar, and 
other confidential disciples in his lifetime, as an 
acknowledgment for their faithful senaccs These 
disputes did not please Ye7ibar, wdio more than 
once obsened to Nemud, that he had better be 
peaceable, and not fall out with one, wdio by Ins 
age was not hkel}'' to live many years longer 
But Numa-Nemud, wdio already in his father’s 
lifetime w'as accustomed to goiern his follow'ers, 
did not suppose that they could alter the preva- 
lent notions of his sanctity, and jiaid no attention 
to Vezibar’s clamours This conduct incensed the 
latter, wdio thought himself equal to his master 
in every imposture, and had invariably acted as 
Ins right-hand disciple These dissensions ran so 
high, that one day, wdiile the congregation of 
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Ferabnds "vras more nnmeroTis than nsnal. he 
appeared in the midst of them, and Avith great 
deliberation delivered himself in these vrords: 

Friends (said he), do you know my hand- 
writing from that of the late 2vemud He was 
answered m the affirmative by numbers who 
really knew both, upon which he went into a 
closet and brought out from thence the flap of Ins 
cloak full of papers, containing the rough draughts 
and original minutes of the law-book which 
the impostor had published. Tliese appeared 
evidently -written by both hands alternately, with 
many alterations and interlineations in either 
hand, and many erasures. These being handed 
about amonsrst the bvstanders, most of whom 
could readily distinguish one hand from the other, 
Yezibar addressed them in these words : ‘‘ Fnends 
let me tell vou that this new relimon and sect have 
been contrived by !?Vemud uath your humble ser- 
vant's assistance Had these documents come from 
God. they would have come witliout needing so 
much erasure, and so many alterations and correc- 
tions. ' These ords struck the u hole assembly 
-i\nth astonishment, the writings and evidence being 
ackuou lodged on all hands Many who had still 
some common sense left, only smiled at their own 
creduliU', and u ent quietly away, much shaken m 
their belief, and in a few da>,s tlie apostacy in- 
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creased, till that mixed assemblage of impostors, 
idiots, and knaves was very much diminished 
Numa Nemud, confounded at this reverse, became 
reconciled to Vezibai , but it was too late, the die 
was cast, and Numa Nemud finding how matters 
stood, retired to an estate m the Doab, vuth which 
Hadi All-khan had presented the family Here he 
took up his abode, styling himself Shah Feghar 
Shah Feghar was a man of pleasing counte- 
nance, and very sensible m his conversation, nor 
was he destitute of learning The author of this 
work kne\v both him and his brother Did, as well 
as Vezibar, as also Mir Bakir, who all became his 
successors, each in his turn He has seen and 
knowmthemall personall)^ spoken often to them, and 
that which has been recorded m these pages is the 
result of what he has heard from their mouths, or 
of what was said by those who knew them for 
many years past Shah Feghai lived in the reign 
of Mahomed-shah, and he even saw some years of 
the beginning of Ahnied-shah’s reign The latter 
monarchy who after Nadir-shah’s departure was 
known to amuse himself with demshes and other 
religious persons, gave him free access to his person 
at all times After that prince’s decease, he found 
means to introduce himself to the Nawab Javid- 
khan, another inspired personage, whose revela- 
tions, called Javidian, were collected into one 
volume 
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Did, the younger brother of Shah Feghar, died 
about this time, and was in a few years followed 
by his elder brother, Shah Feghar. Did died in 
the begmnmg of Mahomed-shah’s reign Most of 
his father’s sectaries were already dead in Shah 
Feghar’s life-time, and more deserted him after 
that event , nor did there remain to him but a very 
few idiots, who were stupidly attached to those 
absurdities. 

After Shah Feghar’s decease and the ruin of 
Shah-jehan-abad, some of Nemud’s nearest rela- 
tions, like the remains of the tribes of Ad and 
Semud, taking a dislike to that ruined city, re- 
paired to Bengal, where they were recommended by 
some silly courtiers to Miren, the son of Mir Jaafer- 
khan, who had assumed the Nizamet or govern- 
ment of that province, and they were so well 
supported that Miren presented them with a spot 
of ground, since called Kadem-i-Rusul, and a 
pension of five rupees a day Most of these people 
were already gone to hell, the place of their desti- 
nation, m Mir Jaafer-khan’s life-time , of which 
pnnce I propose to speak at large in the subsequent 
pages of this work No one of that worthless im- 
postor’s race remains that I know of, except Numa 
Nemud-yar, and some of the impostor’s women, 
who are alive at this day, in the year 1194 of the 
Hegira, so that, having brought the account of 
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the mce of that wicked man to an end, thanks to 
God, we can now revert to our general history 
It IS said that Mahomed Amm-khan bore such 
a rooted aversion to the descendants of the prophet, 
and detested so violently those descended from All, 
the Prince of the Just, than on hearing a man sing- 
ing the words, “ All is the saint of God,” he ordered 
his tongue to be cut out , and there is a common 
report that, in imitation of some pious persons who 
spread a table of victuals as an offering to the King 
of Heroes,^ and humbly waited for a token of his 
acceptance, as an atonement of their sins, he 
ordered such a table to be spread on his own 
account for the purpose of ridicule Now such a 
token IS often granted by his majesty the King of 
Heroes to those who have sincere faith, and it 
has been frequently witnessed by thousands of 
people, some of whom were men of great sense 
and knowledge, and rather prone to incredulity 
It has occurred to my humble self in particular, 
who have often made such an offering, and have as 
often observed a variety of tokens of acceptation, 
for which I return my respectful acknowledg- 
ments to God Almighty This truth the wretched 
minister could not bear to hear mentioned in his 
presence , and his aversion to the Seids was such, 
that even his friends, servants, and dependants 
* All IS styled Shah-i-nierdnn, or king of heroes 
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made no hesitation to call him Moaviah* and 
Yezid, of which names he seemed to be proud 
He once said that he wanted himself to offer such 
a table of victuals to those two venerable person- 
ages, in hopes of having a token of acceptance by 
some visible sign, in approbation of his attachment 
to them This was done m order to expose those 
persons who have faith in Ah In order to put 
Ins plan into execution, an entertainment was 
prepared in a retired apartment of the seraglio 
The governor made shift, with his broken consti- 
tution, to limp thither, with a number of select 
persons, and to pronounce the fateha, or benedic- 
tion, in the name of those persons , after which he 
went away, shutting the door of the room, and 
putting the key of it into the hands of an old 
woman of his household, whom he placed to watch 
She was ordered in an hour’s time to open the door 
and to see what sign had appeared, so as to make 
her report to him, that he might immediately 
repan thither with his courtiers, and convince the 
incredulous The woman happened herself to be 
a Shiah m her heart, but she concealed hei 
opinions and principles m his house After a full 
hour had elapsed she opened the door, and saw an 

* Two of the cabphs of Damascus who persecuted the 
family of Ah 

f A sectarian of the house of Ah 
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ujK hi i( k «1<'4 ^iHiMir <|UU'll\ tipnn lii‘' ham', and 
i MUn-u lu^au 1 \ nf Mt’i\ jd il(' Stnuk with the 
''IlIiI ''h* lan to lu i in i''ti t out ol Int.uh, .nul 
''( n mud mil "M li\ . ni\ loid, '■lionld \on loin^rr 
\\ 111 lor i ''I'jn ^ Iltii 1'' Ills lioliiu ( oiiu liini'-olf 
lu Ii m Iionmin d \ oui t dih \\ itli Ins pu s( m ( , .nid 
Is irin dh ivisiun: <‘f t M'l \ dish ’ Al.dinnud \inin- 
kl) m. Ilnur npwith all lliosi prcstnl, rc'paind 
lo llu rli nniu'i wild'll tin (dd w oin in, appit lu n- 
s]\( of Ii(‘i liU , ''Iiiiik i\\ i\ llu i:o\(inoi li.iMiur' 
atinid s IV with his own t\is llu* (hu: Icidnur- 
lu nld\, nul lunur iiu uisud lu\ond nuasuro, he 
w niUd to pul llu idd woman lo duith hut. 
althonrrh i \i r\ s( irt h w is m uU foi lui,shc could 
never lu lonnd IK suspected tu\u hci \ , and on 
speikiULT of the Iru k alterwaids, he would oftem 
bile his lips in ihe c\((ss cif his anirei .nul rcscnl- 
inenl, bill without btiiur able to wre ik his icscnt- 
ment njion .m\ one At hist he (pnlted this world, 
and 1 ep.nrod to that pl.iccw liichw as most fit lor him 
It IS leporltd bv pcojile of ^elaclt^, that on 
Amir .Ininhdi beme: .ii>pomtcd the ftov eminent 
of A/im-.ibad Patna the luids and triandec': of the 
court went out of the city to wish him .i good 
lonrncv and to take then leave, but the late 
Niamet-ullah-khan, son of Uoh-ullah-khan, being 
on that da> taken up with the inouinmg-ntcs and 
olhei ceicinoniaK jinicti^ed m the hist ten days of 
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Molmrrem (in commemoration of the death of the 
Prince of Martyrs, Hussein son of All, on ivliom 
he peace), came late, and excused himself to Amir 
Jumlah hy saying that he had been mourning. Ma- 
homed Amin-khan happened to he present at that 
visit, and sat on one side of Amir Jumlah, whilst 
Niamet-ullah-khan sat on the other. On hearing the 
apology, Mahomed Amm-khan asked wliether any 
person had died m his lordship’s palace. Niamet- 
iillah-khan answered in the negatne, hut added 
that Ins mourning was on account of the Prince of 
Martyrs Hussein , and “ Pray, my lord,” replied 
Mahomed Amm-khan, " were not Hussein and 
Yezid descendants of the same holy family, and 
does it become us to mourn for the one and to re- 
ject the other.” “ The younger son of the holy 
family,” rejoined Niamet-ullah-khan, “ was killed, 
and we mourn for him, A>hereas your younger son 
of the holy family gamed the victory, do you then 
rejoice on his account.” At these words the con- 
versation grew warm, and they both laid their 
hands upon their daggers, when Amir Jumlah in- 
terposing, made up the matter. But to return to 
public affairs. 

Mahomed Amin-klian being dead, the emperor, 
without making a new vezir, appointed Enaiet- 
ullah-khan, one of the old nobles of Aurengzib’s 
court, to act as deputy in that high office, and he 
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installed him in his new dignity with a rich dress 
of honour At that moment his majesty’s atten- 
tion was arrested by the following official report , 
VIZ that “ Nizam-ul-mulk, his faithful servant, 
after having set m order the affaiis of the govern- 
ment of Hydrabad, was commg to the presence, 
and had marched as far as Ferdapoor, where 
being informed of commotions excited by some re- 
fractory Afghans of Bijapoor, and by some rebel- 
lious zemindars of the Carnatic, he had hastened 
thither to put an end to those disturbances ” A 
communication was at the same time presented 
from the Sahu Raja,* with an offering of five hun- 
dred ashrefies in congratulation of his imperial 
majesty’s victory The emperor dismissed Abd- 
us-semed-khan, governor of Lahore, to his post, 
while Kamer-ed-dm-khan was invested with his 
father’s title of Etimad-ed-doulah Moiz-ed- 
doulah Heider Kuly-khan had his surname of 
Nasir Jung exchanged for that of Feroz Jung, 
Saadet-khan was nominated to the government of 
Acberabad (Agra), and Mahoraed-khan Bangash, 
who had been promoted to the government of Ilah- 
abad, and had already set out for it, was recalled 
within the city, on account of his setting up some 
unwarrantable pretensions for the lands of his 
jagliir, and on account of some other points He 
* Rnja of Sattnn 
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was reprimanded in the first place, and subse- 
quently taken into favour again, and appointed 
anew At the same time the imperial gazette 
from Hydrabad brought the following news that 
on the seventh of Sefer, of tlie second year of his 
majesty’s reign, there fell out of season such a 
vast quantity of ram in the Carnatic, that all the 
rivers, reservoirs, and pieces of water, had o\er- 
flowed their banks , that all the grounds to the dis- 
tance of ten or tweb e coss to the right and left 
were under water , that the deluge had swept off 
and. dro'wned numbers of men and cattle, carrying 
away whole villages and towns, and levelling them 
with the ground A mountain m the same coun- 
try had split m two and crushed under its rums a 
whole town, with all its inhabitants and cattle, and 
had ruined the whole country around The em- 
peror soon after went out on a hunting excursion, 
accompanied by Akgar-khan the Turk, on which 
occasion he spoke Turkish to himdunngthe whole 
time, and shewed him much kindness and atten- 
tion Three or four days after, the emperor, of his 
own accord, and without any one’s mediation, 
added fifteen hundred horse to his grade, and a 
thousand more to his command, making him at the 
same time a present of a tiara of jewels and a 
kettle-drum. In a few days more, another thou- 
sand horse were added to his gfade, and another 
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to Ills command, so that m a shoi t space he was 
laised to the giade of fom thousand hoise, and to 
the actual command of three thousand At this 
time news came from Acberabad that Dilere-khan, 
the lieutenant of Blahomed-khau Bangash, hawng 
some disputes about his master’s estate with a 
zemindar of the country of Bundelcund, had re- 
paiied thithei ^^^th a body of two thousand horse, 
in order to examine the disputed grounds himsell, 
but that the confeience having grown into a senous 
dispute, ended m a battle, m which Dilere-khan 
was slain, with about eight hundred of his men 
On this intelligence the emperor ordered a letter 
of condolence, with a dress and tiara, to be sent 
to Mahomed-khan Bangash’s son 

After hanng interrupted the narrative by le- 
latmg these little occurrences, we shall revert to 
the thread of oui history The inhabitants of the 
prownce of Ajmere, and the people of Ahmed- 
abad Guzerat, being dissatisfied -vvith their gover- 
nor, the Nawab Ra]a Jye-smg, they sent some of 
their body to complain of him at court They 
found that the raja, out of hatred to the two Seid 
brothers, and also out of dislike to the Mussul- 
mans in general, Aiuth whom he was eternally at 
inriance, had been guilty of various excesses 
These complaints being well-grounded, the raja 
vns removed, and HeiderKuly-khan was appointed 
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to the government of Guzerat, comprehending the 
military command of all the districts, together 
with the controul of the exchequer, to all of which 
duties were added the command of the troops, 
and the receipts of the duties of the city and port 
of Surat Kazem-khan, one of the officers of the 
province of Guzerat, was appointed naib-subah 
(lieutenant-governor), with three thousand horse 
added to his grade, and two thousand to his com- 
mand, and was honoured with the title of Shujaat- 
khan, with a standard and a nagara, as was his 
brother Moorteza-Kuly-Beg, with the grade of a 
thousand horse and the command of five hundred, 
and the title of Rostem Ali-khan. To these dis- 
tinctions were added the deputy-governorship of 
the several pergunnahs, or districts dependant. 
Distinctions were likewise bestowed on Ray Ra- 
gunat, divan of Heider Kuly-khan. He was first 
promoted to a higher grade, and to an additional 
command, and then ordered to attend to the 
finances of Guzerat, and to the duties of the port 
of Surat As a compensation to Kamer-ed-din- 
khan, who had heretofore enjoyed the collection 
of that port, he received the office of fojdary*‘ of 
Muradabad, vacant by Heider Kuly-khan’s pro- 
motion The government of the province of Ajmere 
was bestowed on Muzaffer Ali-khan, a nobleman, 

* Commander of the troops^ and the chief executive officer 
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who had been introduced at court by Klian Dowran 
and Raja Jye-sing Sevai He was further pre- 
sented with a tiara of jewels, a dress of honour, 
and an elephant, and then permitted to proceed to 
his government Attali-ullah-khan, son of Enaiet- 
ullah-khan, was appointed to the office of post- 
master-general, as was Fazl Ali-khan to the ele- 
phant-office, vacant by Terbiet-khan’s removal. 
Saad-ed-dm Ah-khan, who had come on the part 
of Nizam-ul-mulk to pay his respects, and who 
on that general’s recommendation had been pro- 
moted to the grade of five thousand horse, with 
the command of three thousand, was now honouied 
with a dress 

Nen s were about this time received that Raja 
Ajit-smg’s naib, or deputy, in Ahmedabad, being 
informed of his master's removal, and sensible 
that he should himself soon meet with his reward 
for the oppressions he was guilty of towards all 
ranks of men, resolved, before a successor should 
arrive, to have revenge on the inhabitants, by 
plundering the merchants and sackmg the city, 
ere he finally took his leave But he was mis- 
taken There was then in the city a nobleman 
called hlehr Ali-khan, who hainng been paymaster 
of tlie forces, and deputy-governor on the part of 
the Raja Ajit-smg, had fallen under the lash of 
the auditor’s office, and now lived upon ill teims 
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With his former master, as well as with the new 
governor Heider Kuly-khan, and his friend Sef- 
dar-khan, being also dissatisfied with the lieute- 
nant-governor, united in order to nd themselves 
of him, both for their own sakes, and in hopes of 
recommending themselves to the new governor. 
Accordingly, calling to their assistance a number 
of Afghans, and a multitude of the inhabitants, 
they fell upon the lieutenant-governor, and after a 
bloody engagement, m which a vast number of 
Rajpoots were slam, they drove the former out of 
the city The naib, or lieutenant-governor, having 
taken shelter m the house of a nephew of Sefdar- 
khan Babi, was besieged therein, and at last es- 
caped out of the city with the utmost difiiculty 
to Joodpore, his native country In his flight he 
took care to plunder some villages and districts 
that were on his way Mehr Ali-khan and his 
colleague having taken revenge on that miscreant, 
sent word to Nahir-khan, divan of Ahmedabad, 
who was also one of the dependants of the Seids, 
desinng him to abstain from meddling with the 
public money m the treasury, or with the affairs 
of government Nahir-khan, who felt himself 
strong, asked them by whose authority they ad- 
dressed him They were proceeding to an open 
rupture, when Shujaat-khan arrived with a patent 
under the hand and seal of Heider Kuly-khan , at 
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sight of winch Nairn -khan evacuated the city, and 
this little disturbance acceleiated some pi emotions 
intended by the com t 

Seid Nusrct-yar-khan, subadai or viceioy of Azi- 
mabad Patna, leceived the title of Rukn-ed-doulah, 
with the additional rank of a thousand double hoise 
cavahy, Shii-af ken-khan was piomoted to the 
goveinmcnt of Multan, with the title of Izzet-ed- 
doulah News now came fiom Acbeiabad that 
Saadet-khan had besieged four foits betwixt Mutra 
and the capital, which sened as shelter to a multi- 
tude of banditti and zemmdais that infested the 
countiy It was stated that he had taken them -with 
the loss of four hundied men and a vast slaughter of 
the enemy Orders were in consequenee given for 
sending to that general a letter of congratulation, 
with a dress, and a poignard studded with jewels 
The empeior at the same time, although by dis- 
position little fitted for business, yet, in order to 
shew his inclination to do good and to aflford jus- 
tice, oideied that a bell should be made fast to a 
long chain, so that it might hang down on the 
outside of the octagon tower tliat overlooks the 
water of the river Jumna, m order to put it in 
the power of any one who should deem himself 
aggrieved and could not obtain admittance at the 
gate of the castle, to have recourse to the chain, 
and to ling the bell The ninth of Sheval, the 
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anniversary of the emperor’s accession to tlic 
throne, was celebrated with great pomp and mag- 
nificence Before the end of this year, Ulu/afler 
All-khan ha^ ing been appointed to the government 
of Ajmerc, was, for want of means and proper equi- 
page, detained at Beian, only three coss from the 
capital, when news came that Ilaja Ajit-smg had 
marclied to that counti*}" from Joodpoor, with an 
army of thirty thousand horse, accompanied by a 
number of zemindars and Rajpoots Tlic new 
governor was now obliged to make a further stay. 
Ajit-smg meanwhile having possessed himself of 
the city of Ajmere, first of all published bj' beat of 
drum that all shopkeepers and mechanics should 
keep themselves quiet, and attend to their callings 
as usual without apprehension , and, secondly, in 
order to recover his character, which had suffered 
so much by his formei ill-usage of the Mussulmans, 
he sent for the siipermtendants of the mosques, 
and recommended their performing their religious 
rites as usual. He also gave a sum of money 
towards the repairs of those holy places, after 
which, having assembled all the crown officers, he 
produced an imperial patent, marked ivith the im- 
pression of the emperor’s whole hand, conferring on 
him, under the most sacred oaths and solemn pro- 
mises, the gift of the two governments of Ajmere 
and Ahmedabad for life As the raja was known 



SlYAR-UL-MUTAKHERIN 


317 


to be a fnend of the Seids and a man of great 
power, whom it atos important to gam over, the 
patent had been placed in his hands by the empress 
mother on the first intelligence of Refi-ed-derjat’s 
approaching dissolution, and of her son Roshan- 
akhtar’s probable accession to the throne Of 
this patent the Hindu pnnce ordered authentic 
copies to be taken by the impenal minister of 
finance, and he sent them, under cover of letters 
of his ovm, both to Khan Do^vran and to Zafer- 
khan, the tv^’■o pnncipal mmisters The purport of 
his representation \\tis, that although it was con- 
trary to the promise made to him, to depnve him 
of either of his governments, yet that in compliance 
with the impenal pleasure he had "withdrawn from 
the pronnce of Ahmedabad Guzerat, but that 
after such a sacrifice, to be deprived of the pro'vmce 
of Ajmere also, would so deeply affect his honour m 
the eyes of his clan and of the whole world, that 
he could no more shew himself in public , that as 
honour had been at all times dearer than life to 
men of high feelings, he hoped, out of respect to 
his situation, his majesty would condescend to 
leaie him one of those two governments, as his 
life and head depended on his decision. 

In the month of Zilhij of this year, Padshah- 
begum, daughter of Aurengzib, called also Zinet- 
el-nissa, departed this life 


znhij, 

A H 1133 
September, 
A D 1721 
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Khan Dowran, on rcccning tlic letter from Ajit- 
sing, and who desired to a\oid all dissensions, the 
moie especially as at picscnt tlicic s\as \cry little 
money mthc treasury, would willingly ha\c acceded 
to his wishes , but as Ajmcrc was a pro^ nice adjoin- 
ing the tenitoiy of the capital, and as it contained 
a number of tombs and monuments of ancient holy 
peisonage®, it was thought indecent to commit it 
to the care of any one but a Mussulman attached 
to the emperor It was therefore deemed adM- 
sable to surrender Gu/crat to the Hindu prince 
Tlie emperor himself, howevci , with all of his court 
(especially Ileidcr Kuly-khan), were more disposed 
to reduce the raja by force, and to chastise him foi 
his presumption in demanding one of these go^eln- 
ments, than to submit to his terms But this was 
no easy task, for, after much consultation, none 
of tlie nobles shewed any willingness to undertake 
it, and Heider Kuly-khan himself proposed to send 
for Saadet-khan from Acberabad for that jiurpose 
This general, who was a man of high military re- 
putation, immediately obeyed the imperial mandate 
and hastened to court, giving oiders foi his cavaliy 
and infantry to follow as fast as they could wuth 
his equipage and artillery Anived at couit, he 
suggested amongst othei things the propriety of 
being furnished with the necessaiies requisite for 
a siege, but it soon appeared that sonic officeis. 
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di’^inclincd from proceedin'; on that service, opposed 
hi'' V lew '' 

Intclliirencc now arrived that Mu/aflcr Ali-khan, 
ineapnlde of ‘'ati''fMnc: the claims of Ins troops, 
had sullcred them to jdnnder two or three towns 
of the dejiendcnc\ of Aimcrc for tlicir sulisistcncc, 
and tli.it the mntmeers had now snrronndcd their 
general 1 he\ had m the end forced him to jiart 
with whatever he possesced m discharge of their 
p.iv , not e\ceptimr his personal horses and clc- 
jihants, <«o that finding himself reduced to a situa- 
tion so lnnmliatmg for a noble of Ins rank in life, 
he iled to \mber, .ind took shelter under the 
llaia Jvc-sing s depiitv , fiom whence he sent back 
to court both Ins dress of investiture, and Ins 
patent of i;ovcrnor But the disgrace of IMii/aflcr 
All-khan was not complete, for A|it-smgs two 
sons havima: jnit themselves at the head of a large 
bodv of troops, penetrated into his government, 
and sacked and plundered four or five villages of 
the im|ierial terntorv i\Icanwhilc a number of 
banditti and /cmindars joined together, and avail- 
ing thcmselv es of the tunes, and of Ajit-smg s appro- 
bation, fell upon the town of Narnolc Bayezid- 
khan, the fojdar of the place, who had come out 
to make his tom, thinking himself ovei matched by 
numbers, fled, and w as with the utmost difficulty 
re-enforced by his nephew, who was then within 
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tlie town. The principal men of that unfortunate 
place finding themselves forsaken by their rulers, 
resolved to sell their lives as dear as possible in 
defence of their property and of the honour of their 
families, and having fought bravely as long as 
they could, they concluded with the Indian cus- 
tom, as a point of honour, of destroying their 
families, which they put to the sword with their 
ovra hands, and then laid violent hands on theta- 
selves. The wretched oppiessors having at last 
mastered the town, plundered it so mercilessly, as 
to leave not a rag upon either man or woman, car- 
rying away multitudes into captivity. This intel- 
ligence coming to court, Khan Dowran resolved to 
march himself and to chastise Ajit-smg, and he 
actually sent his equipage out of town, but as 
there was an enmity of long standing between him 
and the Moguls of the court, and as he was aware 
how unprovided the public treasury was to meet 
the expense of such a campaign, he did not go 
farther, but amused the public ^vlth a vanety of 
pretexts and excuses. Heider Kuly-khan, who 
had hitherto harboured some ill-will against him, 
now offered his services, and bound himself by the 
most solemn oaths to follow his fortunes, whether 
good or bad He offered to place himself under 
his command, and to lead the advance against the 
enemy. Heider Kuly-khan havmg now become 
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hearty in llic can've, urged and rc])roaelied Khan 
Dow ran, but to no purpose, for the latter being 
little di<^po<5cd to prosecute the expedition, remon- 
‘^tratod '^ccictly with the emperor, saying/ that 
‘should the raja gam an ad\antagc o\cr the impe- 
rialists, It would bcdiflicult to remedy the disoidcr 
with au army ill jiaid, an empty ticasury, and a 
court full of factions and dissentions that c\cn 
admitting that the enemy should be driven from 
the field, the raja w’oiild wathdraw to the difiicult 
mountains and deep i alleys of his hereditary domi- 
nions, where none would ha\c either pcrscvciancc 
or courage to follow' him He stated, m shoit, that 
it would be improper to pursue such an expedition, 
w'hilst there w as at home so great a w’ant of zeal 
for the cause, and such a disposition for disunion 
and misunderstanding as cftcctually damped every 
one's spirit Tins representation aflccted none but 
Kamer-ed-dm-khan On Khan Dowran s sliew'- 
ing so much backw'ardncss, he engaged to conduct 
the w'ar, but he requested that the tw'o piisoneis, 
Abdullah-khan and Ncjm-cd-dm Ali-khan, should 
be set at liberty and made over to him, as he in- 
tended to employ then services in the future cam- 
paign He likew'isc made some other pioposals 
that did not please the emperor The granting 
liberty to Abdullah-khan was very unwelcome to 
most of the courtiers, and Kamer-ed-din khan’s 

VOL I Y 
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expedition was prevented Some words having 
passed on that occasion between Kamer-ed-din- 
khan and Khan Dowran, the latter kept his house 
for some days, and abstamed from going to court , 
but the emperor, conceivmg it improper that a 
schism should anse between the two pnncipal 
ministers of the empire, found means to recon- 
cile them, and to put an end to their coldness 
Meanwhile, what betwixt these broils and recon- 
cihations, the war agamst Ajit-smg was suspended 
It must be acknowledged that repeated letters had 
passed between that raja and Khan Dowrau,the 
minister, who was endeavouring to soothe his 
mmd, and to reclaim him from his disloyal inten- 
tions, and recommended him to reflect on the con- 
sequences of his revolt 

At the same tune news amved at court that 
Nizam-ul-mulk was coming to the presence That 
Mceroy, after having settled the affairs of the Car- 
natic, returned to his head-quarters, Aurengabad, 
where he amved early in the month of Zilhaj. He 
now set forth on the seventeenth of that month, 
with the mtention of repairmg to the presence. 
Having amved at Boorhanpoor, he sent for Dianet- 
khan, a nobleman, sometime before, proposed by 
the emperor for the office of divan of the Deckan, 
presented him with a dress and an elephant, and 
gave him possession of that office The viceroy’s 
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appronoh to the capital being no\N certain, all other 
.itlair< of ‘'tate \\oie Mi'^peiulcd until Ins arrival 
Xo^\<^ came aKo l)^ the route of Cabnl and 
Pc^liawci, that Khana-/ad-khan, who had been 
'>cnt b^ Serbclcnd-khan, hi«: fathci, to c[ncll some 
divtnrbancc'? that had aii'scn in Cabnl, had been 
stopped at the same ]daee wlicie Mahomed Amin- 
khan, the son of Amir.Tumlah, had once before 
been plundered Khana-/ad-khan now under- 
went the same fate, being surrounded by the 
mountaineer Afghans The }oiing man being pre- 
parctl for defence, a \ery brisk engagement en- 
sued, m winch Shah Mujahed-khan, an officer of 
character, who commanded the mam body, w^as 
wounded, and taken, with the loss of about eight 
hundred of his bra\cst men Khana-zad-khan, 
aftci having everted himself to the utmost, had 
two horses killed undci him, and w'as himself 
w'ounded with a musket-ball, so that hnding it in 
"vam to contend any longer wath so small a num- 
ber of men, he quitted the field, and saved his 
life , but the whole of his baggage, wath the tents, 
elephants, and artillery, fell into the enemy’s 
hands The Cabiil Gazette mentioned likewasc 
that Abd-us-senied-khan, governor of Lahore, 
w'hose son, Zacariah-khan, had been appointed 
governor of Cashmir, heaiing of the troubles m 
that country, and of the defection of Ashref ed- 

V 2 
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din, son of the late Muhtevi-khan, who had sur- 
lounded and besieged his deputy, lesolved to 
punish that intruder, and putting himself at the 
head of three or four thousand Mogul horse, 
marched with such expedition, that he arrived 
unexpectedly m Cashmir. Ashref-ed-dm not dar- 
ing to stand his ground before such a general, at 
first kept out of the way, and thinking it wise to 
submit without dispute, he sunendered his person, 
and the troubles subsided 

There were at this time in Cashmir numbers of 
people who enjoyed charitable pensions from the 
impenal treasury, and many others who had 
estates granted on the same pnnciple Every one 
of these whom the general considered to have been 
engaged m the late troubles, lost their pensions, 
and their grants were resumed 

The news of the restoration of tranqmlhty in 
Cashmir was followed by another piece of intel- 
ligence still more agreeable to the impenal family. 

29Muharrem, On Thursday the twenty-ninth of the month of 

A H 1134^ 

8 November, MuhaiTem, of the year 1134 of the Hegira, a 
daughter was born in the palace, and on the nine- 

A H ii34v teenth of the month of Sefer, the daughter of the 

29 Norember, ^ 

A D 1721 late Ferokh-siar was espoused by the emperor, 

and the marriage celebrated with all the pomp 
and magnificence which the dignity of the em- 
peror required 
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The contract was read, and the leligious rites 
perfoimed undei the influence of the sign of Leo, 

•and the ceremony having been continued for some 
time with feastmgs, illuminations, music, and 
dances, customary in Hmdoostan on these occa- 
sions, the solemnity ended by the pimcess becom- 
ing the reigning empress of Dehli 

Meanwhile Nizam-ul-mulk was approaching, 
and arrived at the capital on Tliursday the eleventh ii Ucbi-us- 

soni, 

of Rebi-us-sani, and had the honoui to pay his a h im 
lespects on the fifth of Jumad-el-awla, of the same a^d"i 7 ^’ 
year, it being a Sunday, a little before the sun’s ^ 
declining fiom the meridian He was on that ^ ^ 

]3 Fcbrunrj, 

occasion raised to the office of vezir, and received, a d 1722 
accoidmg to custom, the mvestituie of that high 
dignity, by being presented with a dress of four 
pieces,* and the impenal signet -va as placed m his 
hands On the next Sunday, being the third of Jumnd cs-snm, 

AH 1134.. 

the month of Jumad-es-sam of the same year, the 21 Mnrcb 
7iotv7iis, or new-yeai’s day occurred, and was cele- 
brated at couit with the usual ceremonies, on 
which occasion the emperor assumed the title of 
Abul-Fetali Nasn-ed-dm In the same year, the 
office of body-physician was entrusted to Raja 

* On presenting dresses of honour, the dignity is measured 
by the number of pieces of cloth A dress of four pieces 
embraces a turban, brocade for an upper garment, silk or linen 
foi trow sers, and a pair of shawls, one for the girdle and one 
for i mantle 
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Gujer-mal, and a few days after that of com- 
missary-general of musters was bestowed on Shah 
Saad-ullah. Meanwhile Kizam-ul-mulk, who was 
a man of much gravity, of a reserved behaviour, 
and fond of power, undertook to bnng about a 
reform in some of the most important branches of 
public affairs, and then to pass to other matters 
of a more pnvate nature. He recommended the 
young emperor himself to assume m public an air 
of more gravity and senousness , to put aside all 
lewty; to suit his behaviour to his situation, to 
restrain his servants ^vlthln proper bounds, to 
divide his time into stated hours for busmess in 
every department, and to appoint a time for ren- 
dering justice in person, (the most important duty 
of all princes, and wthout which they cannot ex- 
pect to satisfy heaven,) in one word, to discharge 
worthily the duties incumbent on a great sove- 
reign To all these admonitions the emperor lis- 
tened with patience, but they were not relished. 
That pnnce was yet in the prime of youth, and 
m the pride of dommion, and his disposition wholly 
bent on a life of pleasure Nor were these re- 
presentations more acceptable to most of the gran- 
dees, especially to Khan Dowran, who could not 
bear to see such a man as Nizam-ul-mulk taking 
the lead at court. The vezir, therefore, was looked 
upon with an ewi eye, and subjected to peevish 
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(')m’ (l.v\ lloulor KuK-khnn, 

“TUod b\ the (ourturv .uul the principal tnmuh^, 
wont ‘•o fir i'' to furirel Inm^.clf in the pro^-cnee of 
the niini‘'tor llcitler Knh-Kiinn wao a man of 
niuhnihti d onnrnue and fond of ])o\\cr. had ania'^'^ed 
l.iri^o ‘•nin^' of inone\ dnrinir hi'' j:o\ernincnl of 
(bi/crat, ("'peenlK b) tlu conli'-ratinn of part of 
the c^itate of one \bd-ul-i:hafur, an eininent 
liohra inerchmt. who'^e wealth wa*' inaltor of 
notoriety all o\cr the world, ‘•o that hi*' richo'' 
were reckoned b\ erous l’o''Ce‘'''t d of this 
wealth Holder KuK-khan becaim so jirond, and 
so nnbitioiis, .is to entertain thmierhts of raising 
hini'-elf as hit^h is the late Ihisv-cin Ali-khan a 
]iro)e.ct winch, he thought, iniclit be cllccted In 
dcstroMiig ^I/anl-ul-nuIlk This plot was cncoii- 
ra<:od and supported both b\ the emperor .ind b\ 
main of the courtiers , who while they wished to 
gel nd of iSi7ain-ul-mnlk, through the ngenc^ ol 
Hcidcr Kul\-khan, were likewise desirous of rc- 
moMU" the latter out of his «ro\crnmcnt ol Gu- 

O 

7crat, and of putting an end to his intended ex- 
pedition, an ob)cct which the} hoped to altaiii 
at all events, by setting him at variance with a 
man of so much importance as Ni/am-iil-mulk 

In the next year, which was the lldoth of the a ii iijj 
Hegira, an event hapjiGiicd in the cmpcioi s family ^ ° 
which afllictcd liis mind On Tuesday the fiist ol 
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1 l^rulmrrcm, 
A H 1135 

30 September, 
AD 1122 

15 Muharrem, 
A H 1135 

15 October, 
AD 1722, 

2 Sefer, 

A H 1135 

2 October, 
A D 1722 


Muharrem, at about day-break, Maleka-zemany, 
tlie reigning empress, had a miscarnage. On the 
fifteenth of the same month, Nizam- ul-mulk re- 
ceived a dress of investiture for the government of 
Guzeraton the secession of Heider Kuly-khan ; and 
on Thursday, being the second of Sefer of the same 
year, a little after noon, that minister marched to 
the south 

Burhan-el-mulk, entitled Saadet-khan, besides 
the government of Acberabad, which he had long 
en3oyed, had that of Oude also conferred upon him, 
although the latter was then in the hands of Raja 
Giri-dhar Bahadur, who was removed to the govern- 
ment of Malwa Saadet-khan, desirous of revisit- 
ing his former governments, left as his deputy at 
Acberabad one Ray Nilkantrnagur, a man of ability. 
This deputy had a diffeience with a neighbouring 
zemindar, and having gone out one day upon his 
elephant to take an airing, was shot dead by a per- 
son of the tribe of Jatt, who had been instigated 
to the act by the zemindar. He effected Ins pur- 
pose m the following manner Having taken his 
seat in a lofty tree, he levelled his piece leisurely 
at Ray Nilkant m the middle of his numerous re- 
tinue, and having accomplished his end, found 
means to effect his escape Saadet-khan, informed 
of this circumstance, resolved to defer his levenge 
until he had taken possession of those two provinces 
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and established his government Meanwhile Khan 
Dowran, a^'alhng himself of a favourable opportu- 
nity, procured Acberabad for Kaja Ajit-singSevai; 
so that there remained nothing to Saadet-khan but 
his new goiernment of Oude 

Ajit-sing, on being appointed, received orders 
to march against Churamon Jatt, a powerful zemin- 
dar of the pro\ mcc He accordingly besieged his 
fortress of Tun, and resolved to expel him out of 
his zemindary To this end he gained o\ er Buden- 
sing, ncjihew of Churamon Jatt, who laid close 
siege to the fortress, so that Moheam-smg, son of 
Churamon, took the liberty in full derbar to re- 
proach his father with the raisenes endured by the 
besieged. He likewise so far forgot the respect 
due to a father, as to make use of nolent and im- 
pioper expressions to^vards him The father, out 
of his tenderness for an only son, forbore to chas- 
tise him as he deserved , but, givmg way to his 
feelings, he, %vith the carelessness of life inherent 
in the Hindu character, took poison and died The 
young man, incapable of managing Ins possessions, 
and overcome by Ajit-sing’s supenor power and 
genius, was prevailed on to give in. Upon this 
the latter raja appointed Buden-sing to govern 
the zemindary, and procured the appointment to 
be confirmed at court He now reconmiended 
Buden-siiig to recall his dispersed subjects, and to 
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restore the country to its former flourishing con- 
dition. Buden-smg, armed with so much support, 
found means to gam over most of Mohcam-smg’s 
dependants ; and the latter, not thinking himself 
secure, fled from the fortress, which was imme- 
diately taken possession of by Buden-smg, who now 
took up his residence there About this time. Raja 
Gin-dhar Bahadur, having proceeded to Malwa, 
soon put that province into excellent order 

Nizam-ul-mulk now proceeded to take possession 
of his new government of Guzerat , and he actually 
marched thither with a good army and a tram of 
artillery. In order to facilitate matters, he con- 
trived to debauch some of the troops of Heider 
Kuly-khan, whose army consisted chiefly of Turany 
Moguls, and of Peny, Ghazny, and Bany Afghans 
Nizam-ul-mulk, having himself a number of ofiicers 
and whole bodies of those same tnbes m his army, 
selected some of the most intelligent amongst them 
to send under various pretences into Heider Kuly- 
khan’s camp,'where they gamed over to his interest 
most of those who were of the same nation. In 
consequence of this, several commanders of note, 
such as Shujaat-khan and Mehr Ali-khan, Guze- 
raties, with Selabet-khan, and Zeber-dest-khan, 
Barnes, Assed-khan Ghaznevy, and many other 
commanders, both Irany and Tmnny, quitted 
Heidei Kuly-khan’s camp, and dispersed 
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Thib general, Uuindcislruek by so general a de- 
fection, fell into a melancholy that preyed on his 
frame and disordered his mind At length he, 
with a niimbci of friends that follo^^ ed his fortunes, 
took the road to the capital Nizam-iil-mulk being 
thus left in quiet possession of the field, marched 
to the capital of Guzerat, and took possession of it 
as well as of the whole country. After having 
firmly established his authority, he committed it 
to the care of Hamid-khan, his maternal uncle, 
who went by the name of the Prince Junglj’^ , and 
himself dcpaiting soon after, marched southward 
to revisit his go\ ernments of the Deckan, and pro- 
ceeded to his head-quarters at Aurengabad Mean- 
while Heider Kuly-khan, with what fnends and 
treasures he had in his camp, returned to the 
capital, and remained for some days unnoticed 
About this time the new year’s day ^vas cele- 
brated with the usual solemnities on the Sunday, 
the thirteenth of Jumad-es-sani, of the year 1135, 
and on the night of Saturday the eleventh Rejeb 
of the same year, the emperor’s favounte mistress, 
Roshen-abady, presented to him a daughter, who 
was called Jehan-afroze Banu Begum After some 
days, Heider Kuly-khan having presented himself 
at court, was received unth much kmdness by the 
emperor, who appointed him to the government of 
Ajmeie, his intention being to chastise the Raja 


13 Jumad-<js- 
sani, 

AH 1135 

21 March 
AD 172a 

11 Rejeb, 
AH 1135 

18 May, 
AD 172a 



Shaban, 
AH 1135 

June, 
AD 1723 


I Sheval, 
AH 1135 

4 July, 
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24> Zilcad, 
AH 1135 

24> August, 
AD» 1723 

14} MuhawenJi 
AH 1136 

11 October, 
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Ajit-smg, against whom Heider Kuly-khan bore a 
mortal enmity The latter accepted the office with 
alacnty, and prepared an army sufficient to cope 
with the Hindu prmce , but he declined the con- 
test and fled. It was the end of the month of 
Shaban m the same year, that the son of Siddy 
Kassem Cutwal was stabbed by one of the Siirkh- 
posh^ guards, who was himself wounded 'by the 
other's sabre. This circumstance happened close 
to the Cutwal’s tribunal f In this year, on Sun- 
day the first of Sheval, Nizam-ul-mulk, who was 
returned from Guzerat and Malwa, paid his respects 
to the emperor , and on Thursday the twenty-fourth 
of Zilcad, about an astronomical hour before day- 
break, a son was bom to the emperor. In the 
year 1136 of the Hegira, in the middle of the 
month of Muharrein, a cOmet made its appearance 
m the heavens, m the’ sign of Aquarius, and re- 
mained visible for ten or twelve days, after which 
it disappeared , when, at the end of that month, 
the emperor’s eldest son departed this life. 

This year a number of promotions took place in 
the pnncipal departments of the court Kamer- 
ed-din-khan, son of Mahomed Amm-khan, vezir, 
was appointed 'deputy paymaster- general and 

* Surkh-posh giiarda were household troops, clothed in scarlet 

t The cutwal is the chief magistrate of the city the tribunal 
18 the town-hall, or mansion-house of the Lord Mayor, as in 
London 
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'?upcrintcndant of the bathing-apartments , Khan 
DoYHin Yas made commandei-m-chief, -with the 
additional command of the body guards called 
"W^ala-shahics and Ala-shahies , Zafer-khan was ap- 
pointed till! d in command of the troops, and Sela- 
bet-khan fourth in command. The ste^Tirdship of 
the household was given to Shir-cfken-khan , and 
aftci him his brother Lutf-ullah-khan was nomi- 
nated commander of the body-guards called Sul- 
tany Amir Jumlah Tarkhan was made Sadr-el- 
sudur, or grand-almoner The supenntendance of 
the sanctuarj’’, or sacred apartment of the ladies, 
together with the care of the prny-purse, was 
committed to Hafiz-kliidraetgar-klian, an eunuch 
of Aurengzib’s tune , but on his demise, both those 
offices passed to Roz-afzun-khan. Raja Gujer- 
mal was appointed to the khalisa, or exchequer- 
office) which after him passed to Eradetmend- 
khan, and after him to Raja Bakht-mal Sliah 
Saadullah Y’as appointed commissary-general of 
musters, and Heider Kuly-klian mir-atesh, or 
master-general of the ordnance 

After him, Saad-ed-din-khan succeeded, and 
again Heider Kuly-khan Y’ns re-appointed, from 
whom that office passed to Muzafer-khan, brother 
of Khan DoYTan The command of the personal 
guards, called khawass, was given to Saadet-khan, 
with orders to take Ahmed Kuly-khan as Ins deputy 
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Amm-ed-doulah ^^as made first mir-to7ck, and 
Daver-dad-khan second mir-tozek ; IMubanz-klian, 
supenntendant of the entrance-chamber, and 
after him, Akgar-khan succeeded to tliat office. 
Mir Hussein-khan Koka Avas made commandant of 
the pike-men of the presence. 

The office of arzbeg}’* aatis bestowed on Ali 
Maliomed-khan Koka, as was the inspection of 
canals on Feiz Ah Hamid-khan. Bii-Ali-khan 
Yuzbegy was appointed supenntendant of the im- 
penal tent-department, as was MunaAcr-khan of 
the body of troops called Ahedies. 

The office of supenntendant of messengers w'as 
bestow'ed on Inaiet-khan, son of Sadik-khan Ku- 
rawly- The charge of the purse for largesses was 
entrusted to Behroze-khan, and of the prny purse 
to Javid-khan, both favounte eunuchs. The jewel- 
office w^as bestowed on Jew'ahir-khan , the kitchen 
department on Bukhtaver-khan, as was the coffee 
department on Vejih-khan, and the elephant de- 
partment to Fazl Ah-khan Seid Kutb-ed-dm Ali- 
khan was made supenntendant of the light artil- 
lery. Yasin-khan was appointed to the command 
of the Surkh-posh guards, and of the kulars -j* 
AUah-yar-khan was made governor of the citadel 
of Shah Jehan-abad, and Kann-khan, son of Zafer- 

* The arzbegy is the gentleman-usher of European courts 

^ Purchased and adopted slaves about the imperial person 
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KInn. ( lor (>t tho ]>o''l nul llu- ir;i/ctt(’ olfico , 

I*. \\ A 1 I »<-uni \ii-kli.m of tin* iMtclli'^oncc do- 
I'lnuitni In iliK ni.iniM r ^\('^ the uHil(v di''- 
]>i'M d <i 5 ‘ / il( r*Kh ui d luni'-i If of the i nijii - 

foj r.i\<iui lo in flo nuines , In inir e'er rend\ lo 
011(1*1 inlo tin *.10^1 "f iv*r\ jK'lilioiur for a c on- 
•^id* I il’iin 1 In'- '' i'- d'-o tin pnu lice of a few ol 
the fc in d( fwinint*'' wliith tin iinptror now 
hu'O.'hi foiw ltd \ * til nil ^ir!, n ntu d ('owk\. 
tl loelit* 1 <*l l^h ih 1 111 tlinnu d a dini'-h, loiind 
lilt in'- to 111^1 'tiiti lur'-ill '-o d*(|>l\ into the 
* nijx ror •- t:tn-d ^ru * tli it '-In. w i*' t ntnistt d w ith 
tin )iii\ ill npnt. was snlU n d to sitrji " )>% order' 
lilt' Miiptnil uiswtrs to ihf ptliiioiis wliuh she 
rami ti w iiliin tin sera^dnt, ofwhith cirLUinsiaiu e 
sht a\ailtd Inrsill to nukt In. r fort one 

rin tnipiror, who was a \unth ol litlli oner^w . 
thought onl\ of ])lt isnre, st) that wheinier an 
tnur;:t.n(\ dal hijipin that calUd lor Memnr, he 
passed It o\cr from shttr indolence, i-alished with 
the coinpiin ot such men as Umdet-t I-mulk, 
Amir-khan, and some other >011111; nobks of a 
Inch tcmjiLr and disposed to "-uod fellow shi]) 
Hence, b> deforces, the respect .ind awe which the 
impcn.d name used to impose, subsided, and many 
men entertained thought of shaking oil their depen- 
dence On the other hand, Ni/am-ul-mulk washed 
to wean the king from such company, and espe- 
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cially to ■\vrc'?t from Cowky, and the lord*; of hci 
party, that influence >vhicli theyenjojed. Sucli 
a measure could not pro\c acceptable eitlicr to the 
emperor or to his favourites Niz^am-iil-mulk’s 
austenty was by no means approv cd of at court, so 
far from it, his person and manners were the sub- 
ject of ridicule as soon as he vv as out of sight, and 
never failed in his absence of becoming the topic 
of the most pointed raillery. Ni 7 am-ul-mulk in- 
formed of this, conceived a disgust to the whole 
court, and full of indignation, resolved to with- 
draw himself by repairing to liis goverments of 
Gu7crat and Deckan, w'licre he bore absolute 
sway. He therefore feigned sickness, abstained 
from going to court, and remained at home, but 
at the same time resolved upon revenging himself 
by exciting troubles and raising commotions, which 
he knew w'ould render Ins presence necessary m 
the south lie washed to resign the vczirslup, 
but being a man of much prudence, he delayed 
for some time to intimate his intentions Mean- 
while his views becoming known to the emperor. 
It was agreed to humour him by accepting his 
resignation, and permitting him to live as far from 
court as he wished, provided lie remained quiet. 
The vezir himself, informed of the king’s wishes, 
resigned , messages and notes were interchanged , 
an appearance of goodwill and sincerity was mam- 
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tamed by both, and on the second of Sefei m tlie 
year 1 13G, Ni 7 am-ul-nuilk was honoured with the 
office of ^akll-l-lnutlak oi lieutenant of tlic em- 
peror , at the same time also he received the new 
title of Asef-]ah, and met with every demonstra- 
tion of favour 

The Mccroy after this compromise asked leave 
to go on a hunting excursion, instead of Mdiicli 
he marched towards the Dcckan, an extensive 
domain, ^^herc he reigned like a monarch to all 
intents and purposes It as already the seventh 
month after his departure, when the emperor, 
without encroaching m appeal ance on the two 
high offices which the viceroy enjoyed, bestowed 
on Kamer-ed-dm-khan the title of Jumlet-el-mulk, 
implying a general superintendence oier the se- 
veral terntoiial diMSions of the empire, and that 
nobleman, in recemng the appointment to that 
high office, promised to respect Nizam-ul-mulk’s 
dignity 

But all this was mere matter of form , for as 
soon as he departed, the ministers at court, sen- 
sible of the discontent of Nizam-ul-mulk, lesolved 
to be before-hand with him, and despatched, m 
the greatest secrecy, a letter written in the em- 
peroi’s own hand to Mubariz-khan, nazim or 
military governor of Boorhanpoor, which gave him 
instructions to fight and kill Nizam-ul-mulk by 
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Muharrem, 
H 1137 

Jctober, 
D 1724> 


any means in his po'wer, gmng him to under- 
stand, at the came time, that tlie commisMon of 
the A*iceroyalty of the Deckan ^^ould be his re- 
\\ard. I\Iubariz-khan thus supported, and being 
naturally ambitious, resohcd to attack Nizam-ul- 
mulk He discovered his project to Ibrahim-khan- 
Peny, the brother of tlie late Daud-khan-Peny, 
and to the relatues of Sheikh-Nizam and Sheikh- 
IMinhaj, ^\hose families were of great power and 
influence in the Deckan, and \Ahich chenshed m 
their bosoms a rooted enmity against Nizam-ul- 
mulk, and his tnbe These chiefs ha\ ing united 
^vlth IMubanz-khan, enabled him to raise an army 
well appointed, and capable of appeanng m the 
held arainst so formidable an enemv Nizam-ul- 
mulk, informed of his intention, hastened to the 
encounter, and the two armies engaged on Thurs- 
day the 24th of the month of jMuharrem, in the 
year 1137 of the Hegira, when a bloody engage- 
ment ensued, in which Mubariz-khan lost four 
thousand brave men, together wnth four elephants, 
which were left on the field of battle Victoiy^ 
thus declared for Nizam-ul-mulk, and IMubariz- 
khan, with his two sons, and his best fnends, 
were among the slain. Nizam-ul-mulk, after this 
nctory, sent a despatch to the emperor, containing 
an account of the battle, with the number of those 
killed on the part of IMubariz-khan, to which he 
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added liis congratulations, and presented a number 
of eshrefies as an ofFeiing usual on such occa- 
sions, without neglecting to send even the propeity 
seized m the enemy’s camp 

Hitherto the disaentions between the court and 
Nizam-ul-mulk, although well knovm, and ap- 
parent, had been concealed, oi were conveyed 
under the mask of dissimulation , but after the 
defeat of Mubanz-khan the veil was a little with- 
diaATO, and the emperor sent for Heider Kuly- 
khan, whom he knew to be a man of talent and 
courage, and one heartily attached to his person. 
That nobleman, on this imutation, quitting Ajmere, 
repaired to the capital, where he had the honour 
of pa^ung his respects to the emperor, on Fnday 
the fourteenth of Rebi-es-sam, at about two astro- 
nomical hours after sunrise. He now assumed 
charge of the office of Mir-atesh (master-general of 
ordnance), to which was added the honour of a 
suit of his imperial majesty’s own robes. At the 
same time, the person who then filled that im- 
portant office, Saad-ed-dm-khan, a Turany of Ni- 
zam-ul-mulk’s recommendation, was superseded 
The viceroy, when he became apprized of this cir- 
cumstance, trusting to his power, wrote to Hamid- 
khan, his maternal uncle, governor of Guzerat, to 
commence hostilities, in combination vuth Sillaji 
and Kantaji, two Mahratta commanders, whom he 
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employed to make incursions into tlic imperial 
territoiics. Ilamid-klian on this intimation raised 
the standaid of defiance, and sei/ang on all the 
jaghirs or estates belonging to the several nobles 
now at court, expelled their stewards The mi- 
nisters, informed of this occurience, held councils 
amongst themselves, which ended in nothing, and 
in fixing on no plan whatsoevci The emperor, 
sensible that the Turanies had grown too powerful, 
resolved to oppose to them the late vezir Seid 
Abdullali-klian, his prisoner, in order to cuib their 
overgrown influence He accordingly sent a trusty 
person to inform him that the times were now 
such, that even he might be of some use Abd- 
iillali-khan answered, that if his majesty should 
please to extend to him his clemency and forgive- 
ness, he trusted that he should be able to assemble 
a good body of five or six thousand veterans, with 
which his majesty’s ministers might put his zeal 
to the test, by employing him upon any service 
they should think fit This answer was no sooner 
reported to the emperor, than the enemies of 
Abdullah-khan’s family, becoming feaiful of the 
consequences of his enlargement, found means to 
convey a dose of poison to that much injured 
.Seid, and sent him to join the manes of his illus- 
trious ancestors 

We have before seen that Serbelend-khan was 
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xli'=:nii‘'''cd Aoin hi*^ "o\cinmont()f Cahul, and Na'^ii- 
Kli.vn promoted to that important office, lluongh 
Zaiir-klmn*'; mnuence 

1'lic c\-go\ernoi Mas non In mg' retired at tlie 
caj)ital, and but ■seldom ap])carcd at court On 
Abdnilah-khan death, the ministers resohed to 
avail themselves ol Scrbclcnd-khan’s abilities and 
chanictcr, and one Ilafi? Khidinctgai-khan, a 
eunuch upon vvliosc attachment and fidelity the 
cnijicror leposed entire confidence, was engaged to 
tflect a reconciliation The king now resolved to 
'-end Scrbclcnd-khan against Ilainid-khan, and to 
confer upon him the government of Guzerat The 
general, fully satisfied of the military genius of 
rvc|ni-cd-din Ali-khan, brother of the late Seid 
Abdullah-klian, entreated liis majesty for Jus 
libcrtv', and requested to be pei nutted to avail 
himself of his services This boon vv'ns granted 
with the better grace by the emperor, as he had 
alvva'^s felt well-disposed tow^ards Nejm-ed-dm 
All-khan, because he was the first person sent to 
bring him aw'ay from the castle of Selimgur at 
Dehli, and to conduct him to Acberabad Wejm- 
cd-din Ali-klian w'as accordingly released from 
confinement, and admitted to the honour of paying 
his respects to the emperor, wdio presented him 
with a robe and a sabre and the title of Bahadur 
Seibelend-khan, wdio w^as present at the ceremony, 
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having received leave to proceed on his expedition, 
took Nejm-ed-dm Ali-khan from the derbar upon 
his own elephant, and they arrived together at the 
camp, which had been pitched outside of the city. 
There Nejm-ed-din Ali-khan soon assembled a 
body of Seids of Barha attached to his family, 
and a body of cavalry that had before served under 
him , so that he soon found himself at the head of 
a respectable force Serbelend-khan also, who 
had commanded' in most of the provinces of the 
empire, was known to be a man of great character 
and a friend to the army, so that numbers of 
officers, who even m their retreats had never ceased 
to be attached to his person, and who wished for 
the moment of his prosperity, heanng of his pro- 
motion, quitted their homes, and with what esta- 
blishments they could collect, flocked to his stand- 
ard from all parts. Serbelend-khan, instead of 
advancing at once, appointed Shujaat-khan Guze- 
raty his lieutenant in the province till his arnval. 
Hamid-khan, having no power to resist his autho- 
rity in the province, left Guzerat, and encamped at 
Dohud, whence he made overtures to Kantaji Mah- 
ratta to come to his assistance With this rein- 
forcement, and with the addition of some troops 
he himself raised at the moment, Hamid-khan 
returned towards Guzerat Shujaat-khan moved 
also to oppose him, and having given him battle. 
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lie lost Ins life Rustem y\li-k]mn, the biothci of 
Siui]aat-klinn, then governor of Surat, on hearing 
of the death of the latter, made preparations foi 
wai , and having induced Pilaji Gaykwai, who 
was at that time plnndciing m the neighbourhood, 
to aflord him aid, he maichcd fiom Surat 

Ilamid-klian with his own anny, and assisted 
by K.intap with neaily twenty tliousand cavalr}^ 
left Ahincdabad and fought an action on the banks 
of the I\I}hcc liver Pilaji Gaykwar, though 
enlisted on the side of Rustem Ali-khan, was 
gained o\er by Kantaji to the cause of Hamid- 
khan , so that Rustem Ali-khan also, owing to the 
treachery of that Mahratta, lost his life, and 
Ilamid-khan obtained a victoiy. On hearing of 
tlicsc events, Serbclcnd-khan, who was manoeu- 
vring between the roads of Ajmere and Acberabad, 
was m fact waiting svitli Nejm-ed-dm Ali-khan for 
the realization of the promise of the vizarat. 
Having lost all patience, he demanded to know 
the emperor’s real intentions The star of the 
good fortune of the Turanies was at this time 
ascending to its zenith , and, finding he could not at 
present succeed at the capital m his wishes, Ser- 
belend-khan proceeded towards Guzerat Raja 
Gin-dhar was appointed governor of Malwa in lieu 
of Nizam-ul-mulk, and went to assume charge of the 
province, while Nejm-ed-dmAli-khan, being taken 
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ill, remained a short time at the capital, but was 
eveutuallj* nominated to the go\ emment of Ajmere, 
and his serMces placed at the disposal of Ser- 
belend-khan. The emperor, disgusted with the 
spint of mtngue and di':satisfaction \\hich iS'izam- 
ul-mulk had excited amongst the Turanies, enter- 
tained suspicions against their whole body, and 
Ins aiersion increased to such a degree that he 
resolved to dispos'sess them of all influence Kamer- 
ed-dm-khan was the nobleman ^^ho first felt his 
displeasure The emperor suddenly took from 
him his government and some offices which he had 
distnbuted to others, at the same time Saadet- 
khan, a Persian noble, received leave to repair to 
his government of Oude, ^\here he employed him- 
self m bringing that countr}* into subordination 
and order. Serbelend-khan, \\ho had tamed a 
little longer than be intended, until his colleague 
(reduced m strength b}"- his long illness) should 
hai e so far recruited his strength as to appear in 
the field, now marched against the reiolted chief 
ot Guzerat, and formed a junction with Nejm-ed- 
din All-khan on the march Hamid-khan, who 
disregarded the communications of Serbelend- 
khan, secured the aid of Kantaji and Pilaji, the 
two ]Mahratta chiefs above-mentioned, who pledged 
themsehes to follow his fortunes, and theyjomed 
hi’5 army, commanded by his general Aman-beg. 
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These combined troops were encountered by 
Scibclcnd-klmn nt Dohud, where they sustained 
a signal defeat, in mIiicIi Ainan-bcg remained 
amoiiErst (he slam 

c* 

After this battle, Shcikh-alliayai-khan, of Bel- 
gram, a general scr\mg under Scibelcnd-khan, 
wasdclachcd from the imperial army, and entered 
the cit\ of Ahmedabad by one gate, and took pos- 
scsi.ion oi it, A\hiist ITamid-khan made his escape 
out of another, and fled to the Deekan, where he 
(oiiied Ni7am-ul-mulk This Mceroy, little dis- 
couraged by such a check, employed four other 
I\Iahratta generals to aid Ilamid-khan, and to make 
an incursion into Guzerat This invasion led to 
seAeral bloody engagements, m mIiicIi the I\Iah- 
lattas ^^ele constantly defeated by Nejm-ed-dm 
All-khan, who e^ery where exhibited pi oofs of 
that Aalour which ^^as hei editary in his family, and 
which he dern ed from his glorious and holy ances- 
tors From skirmishes both paities at length 
came to a general engagement, m which Nejm-ed- 
dm All-khan, with an army of sixty thousand 
hoise and a body of infantry composed of Arabs 
and other raees, supported by a paik of artillei}'- of 
some hundred pieces of cannon laige and small, 
attacked the Blahrattas and gave them a complete 
defeat, puisumg them foi a long distance, and not 
giving over the pin suit until he had dm en them 
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bevond the river Zserbedda. This great victory 
vras obtained on the plain of Cambay, vrhere the 
^lahrattas left a vast number of dead on the field 
of battle: it had been preceded by an irruption 
vrhich they had made into the districts of Dehna- 
gar and Bilnagar, tovms held by Kamer-ed-din- 
khan in jaghir, and they vrere actually occupied in 
sacking and plundering them vrhen they vere sud- 
denly attacked by 2fejm-ed-dm Ali-khan and by 
Khana-zad-khan, son of Serbelend-khan. The 
3Iahrattas after this defeat totally evacuated Guze- 
rat. It must be observed, that as the victorious 
army vras numerous, it received monthly a regular 
supply of five lacs of rupees finm the capital, v.'hich 
sum vras forvrarded through ^varir-khan, and after 
his death through Roshen-ed-doulah, m order to 
enable Serbelend-khan to conduct his operations 
without levying contributions on the country : and 
it vras determiued to continue the same practice 
until Guzerat should be so far subdued as to afibrd 
a sufficient revenue to support the army. On the 
nevrs of the great victory vrhich had been obtained, 
the supply of cash vras stopped by the advice of 
Khan Dovrran, and an order ivas sent to dismiss 
the extra troops : for such vras the dread vrhich 
the imperial general had difiused, that the refirac- 
tory chiefs throughout those countries looked up 
to him vrith respect. 
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ll In'* hot 11 nlrtMiK >^lu‘\\ll tlmt '/'ifcr-kli.in \\.is 
till p( r'-i'ii wliolnd tlu uTt inlliu iicc o\( r llic 
( iii]n rni •. iniml Iml {limi'jli ii nnmt I)cn(kn(n\- 
U du( d dll'- imliU nnii li id iinii\ coin] (jiialilu"-, 
\ 1 1 lu 'V '1'- addirh d (o llir ln\ ( of iiioiu'N , and a*- 
lutt <iiil\ ojn 11 til hrdu r\ . lint i .i)i ildi* of pt’ciila- 
lioiiv III pnHif of wIikIi It iio\\ ippi ircd, that of 
till tuihi 1 ic'- it \\ i*- in'- dnt\ to tniii'-iiiit .iiuuialli, 
to (' dnd for tlu pisiiuiit of tin " irri'-oii<; of that 
piii\ im 1 , half h id In i n n t mu d for his ()\\ n un', 
iiid tlu sum lomiption pri'\ ith d in ill tlu allairs 
til It p is<-t d thtou”h his hinds In order to sup- 
port his powir, In* on”ht to hui kept upon the 
lust t( nils with (.\i r\ oni of tlu ininistersof state , 
lint his conduet was ipiite otherwise, so that his 
nnlprictuis were repre '-elite el to the' e inperor in 
sueh K nils, tint the ill iir e lukel in his dis-rracc 
He first rn e i\e.il a si‘\e'ri re bnke in pnblir, .inel 
his ace mints beine subinitti d to a roininittcc, the} 
found a 1 ) il nice of full two e rores of rupees airainst 
linn, w Inch he w as eibli^e d to re plae e in the public 
lreasur\ , and was inorcovcr di'-'t;raccd The cbity 
eif proMilnio for the iroNe rninent of Cabiil was now 
coinniillcd to Khan Dow ran, whose intcgritv ''a*? 
undoubted. A smiilar charge of corruption and 
bribery was preieeel against one Shah Abd-ul-gha- 
fur, .1 fakir of thcTuraii} party, who had acquired 
Mieli ascendanev o\cr the emperor’s mind ab m- 
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duced him to appoint and to dismiss \vliomsocYci 
lie tliouglit fit of the officers of tlie khalisah office. 
At length growing proud, he was guilty of many 
shameful abuses, which now came to the empe- 
ror’s knowledge he was therefore publicly dis- 
graced, cast into prison, and banished to Beiigak 
T\no crores of rupees having been found in his 
house, besides a quantity of other effects, the 
hole was confiscated and sent to the public trea- 
sury Cowky herself even, who had been en- 
trusted with the imperial signet within the scragho, 
and \\ho had assumed so much authority as to 
recommend to offices, ha\ ing been found to be the 
associate and accomplice of those two pcisonagcs, 
was also dismissed witli ignominy, forbidden to 
enter the seraglio, and obliged to disgorge her ill- 
gotten wealth 

After these instances of misconduct and exam- 
ples of punishment, it might be snjiposcd that the 
great po\\cr and influence which Khan Dowran 
had acquired, ^^ould render him at least more 
cautious, instead of which he indulged only his 
hatred against the disgraced minister Zafer-khan, 
and was hardh fixed m office, when he hastened 
to supersede Scrbelend-khaii Tliat great fiicnd 
of the disgraced minister Haja Abi-sing Tlahtoic 
was nominated to succeed him in Gii/crat, wlu- 
tlur lit had orders to rejiair witli the utmost 
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expedition, while Seibclcnd-khan w'as called to 
coint Abi-sing, fond of iC])osc, and satisfied with 
his hcicditaiy dominions, sent a deputy to take 
possc-ision of the new' govcinment, but he having 
been icpuhcd with di'sgrace by Serbelend-klian, 
who refused to iecogni7C him, another deputy w^as 
sent with a large foice, wdio also met a similar 
fate , at last Abi-smg marched himself at the head 
of an army of fifty thousand men, mostl}'^ cavalry, 
and a good park of artillery, with wdiich he en- 
tered Guzeiat Serbclend-khan, although uneasy 
at the intrigues m the capital, and fearful of the 
powder of Nizam-ul-mulk, resolved, wuth that incon- 
siderable, ill-paid, and ill-furmshed force wdiich was 
left to him, to encounter his enemy He marched 
out of the city of Ahmedabad, and encamped 
at some distance from it , putting himself at the 
head of his little aimy, and of a certain number 
of fi lends and old soldieis, on wdiom he could 
rely. He attacked Abi-smg wuth so much con- 
duct and braiery, that the laja thought proper to 
quit the field of battle and retire , but Serbelend- 
khan, w'ho saw himself exposed on the one hand 
to the machinations of his enemies at couit, and 
on the other to the power and mtiigues of Nizam- 
ul-mulk, remained satisfied wuth Abi-smg’s re- 
treat, and resolved to come to terms with him 
Accordingly m the evening of the day of the 



350 


SITAR-UL-MUTAKHERIN. 


battle, he put on a plain white dress, without his 
armour, and rolling a white turban round his head, 
he with no other retinue than a few chopdars, or 
mace-bearers, and pnvate servants, advanced to 
visit the Hindu pnnce Abi-sing, though at first 
extremely surprised, thought himself highly ho- 
noured by such condescension He rose at his 
approach, advanced to the door of his tent to meet 
him, and after the usual embrace, he took the 
veteran by the hand, made him sit on his own 
mesued, and shewed him. every mark of respect 
Serbelend-khan, after some conversation, turned 
towards the Hindu pnnce, and spoke to him in 
these words * “ Young man,” said he, “ you will 
be surpnsed when I inform you that there ought 
to subsist much fnendship betn^een us, for there 
was a time when your father and I exchanged 
turbans as brothers,* and I therefore look upon 
you as my nephew. The tnfling contest that has 
passed between us was to defend my honour, and 
to mamtdin my character as a soldier , but there 
must not be the least enmity between you and me 
in future , nor did I see why, being an hereditary 
fhend of your family, I should abstain from pay- 
ing you this visit The impenal service is the 
point m question — it is on that very service I came 

* The exchange of tvirbans is frequently practised as a token 
of sworn fraternity 



STYAU-Ur-MUTAKlirUIN. 


351 


into tins countrj^ , but tins being now committed 
toyonrcaie, you nre welcome to it, and I \vish 
you may bring the government into proper order 
I have myself no fuither busine'^s heie I come 
only to request of you a travelling equipage, 
and some money to defray my e\pense to the 
capital ” 

Tins speech, which was delivered with all the 
frankness of an old soldier, astonished the by- 
standers, and the Hindu prince more than any 
It was tiue he had Ins enemy m Ins power, but 
stiuckwith the general’s high bearing and cha- 
racter, and with the connection of Ins father, he 
thought Ins honour concerned m fulfilling his 
wishes, and sending for Ins steward, he ordered 
him to comply with whatever directions Ser- 
belend-klian should give him Towards the end 
of the visit, the general havmg again mentioned 
the former friendship that subsisted between him 
and the Hindu prince’s father, proposed to renew 
the same ties, on which he took his own plain 
turban off and put it upon Abi-sing’s head, then 
raising up the latter’s turban, which was ennehed 
with a variety of gems of value, he put it upon his 
own, after which they embraced each other, m 
token of fraternity, and he departed to his own 
camp, where a sum of money and his equipage 
arimng soon after, he quitted the countiy, and 
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proceeded on his journey towards the capital. All 
this conduct ga\e much umbiage at court, and so 
far exasperated the enipeioi against him, that an 
order was sent to the guards on the highways to 
stop him wheiever he should make his appear- 
ance, with npunetions to hinder Ins advancing one 
step farther, until he had obtained a pardon for 
his misbehaviour Moreover, two parties of one 
hundred of the guards were sent, one-half on the 
load to Ajmere, and the other towards Acberabad, 
to detain him The general having arrived near 
the last city, was stopped and forbidden to ad- 
vance Serbelend-khan being thus obliged to 
tariy for several days at that citj’', m order to 
assuage the emperor’s displeasure, and to obtain 
leave to proceed to court, was beset by the dis- 
banded troops that accompanied him, who muti- 
nied, rose upon him, and fiercely demanded their 
arrears Luckily for him Saadet-khan, who was 
then m that city, and remembered to have seived 
under Serbelend-khan, and to have been pro- 
moted by him, offered to assist his old commander, 
and sent him a message, importing that if he were 
pleased to refer the mutineers to him, he would 
undertake to satisfy their claims This generous 
offer, instead of soothing the general’s pnde, served 
only to wound it , he politely declined his offer, 
and answered that, thanks to Providence, matters 
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had not \cl conic to <^11011 a pass as (hat he should 
jiroie burthcnsonic to Ins fnends Aflci this rcpl-\ 
he \\cn( into tlic apartment of Ins ladies, and 
taking- '?oinc gold ^^IncIl he had with linn, he clis- 
chajgcd the arrears due to the troops, and the 
tumult subsided 

The insults winch had been oficred to so distin- 
guished an officer as Serbclend-khan, and the 
ungrateful as well as the impolitic conduct of the 
ministers put Ni/ani-ul-mulk upon Ins guard 
He accordingly took ad\antagc of the ciicumstancc 
by engaging the Malirattas to iinadc Hindustan 
He applied to Bajy l\ao, the pnncipal officer of 
the court of Sahu Haja, a prince of high character, 
who derned Ins origin fiom the Rajas Samblia 
and Sna, the founders of the iMahratta empire 
Nizam-ul-mulk proposed to Bajy Rao to eonquer 
IVIalw a from the hands of Raja Gin-dliai the pre- 
sent go\ ernor, and to reeo^ er Guzerat out of the 
hands of Raja Abi-sing Ralitore, or at least to rum 
and lay w^aste those tw^o countries so as to render 
them of no use to Ins enemies Nothing could be 
more w^elcome at all times to the iNJahrattas than 
such proposals Bajy Rao and the other Mahratta 
chiefs assembled a might}’- army, with wdnch they 
invaded both Mahva and Guzerat at one and the 
same time In the latter pronnee they gamed 
several advantages over Abi-sing’s lieutenants, and 
von I 2 a 
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plundered to a great extent, but tbis -vvas not the 
case in Mahva Raja Giri>dhar, who commanded 
m that country with a small body of troops, would 
not suffer his country to be ravaged , and being an 
officer of character, he engaged Bajy Rao several 
times, after having in vam requested assistance 
from the capital His lepeated representations to 
the throne and to the ministers availed nothing, 
and that brave man, hawiig wasted his small force 
in endless skirmishes, at last fell himself in one of 
them He was succeeded in his command by 
Rajd Dia Bahadur, a relative, and son of the brave 
Chebilram, who, pursuing Gin-dhar’s plans, did 
notecase to harass tlie Mahrattas, giving them no 
rest, and taking none himself He moreover wrote 
to the minister that, so long as he lived, he would 
prove a wall in the passage of the enemy towards 
Hindustan, but that after his death he appre- 
hended that they would spread like an inundation 
all 0% cr the empire None of these representations 
produced any effect, and that brave man was also 
slain in defending the country Tlic minister, 
little affected by the death of Raja Dia Bahadur, 
ajipointcd Mahomed-khan Bangash to succeed 
him mth full powers He advanced as far as 
Oojein, but as the country nas ravaged in all 
directions lij tlie IMahrattas, he could not occupy 
It, and the ministers, dissatisfied witli his conduct, 
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conferred the poverninetU on Ka)a .Tyc-'^ing Scvai 
Till'? ^^a‘? llic act of Klian Do^Tan The new 
go\crnor, m ho felt well inclined towaidsthc Mah- 
rattas fioin a pnnciplc of religion, pioicd luke- 
waiin in hi^ inca'^urc^' agani'^t them 

Three year': aftci tin*' the court thought pi oper 
to confer (he goi eminent of that country on Bajy 
"Rao hiin<5clf, '^o that in thiMuannci J\Ialwa pa'^sed 
under the I\rahratta dominion Nor did Guzerat 
meet \Mlh a better fate The Mahiatta*^, availing 
thcmschcs of Abi-'^mgs mcapacit)’' and neglect, 
made (hem‘?clvcs masters of the whole countiy, 
which served only to exhibit in glaring colours the 
incapacity of the mmistci, and the weakness of 
his administration To lemedy such disorders it 
required a strong mind full of zeal and activity, 
and fertile in expedients , but these qualities could 
not be expected from men destitute of personal 
courage, and lost to all sense of character Indeed, 
‘‘ what figure can the fox make m the lion’s den , 
or what can be expected fiom a wooden swoid 
opposed to a keen steel blade Khan Dowrau, 
fanejung that the evils that were undeimmmg Hin- 
dustan could be lemoved by a temporising policy, 
and that lost countries could be recovered by meie 
diplomacy and cunning, expected to bung ev^ery 
thing back into order by iiegociations He ev^en 
had the folly to imagine that such powerful ene- 

2 A 2 
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mies as Nizam-ul-mulk and the Mahrattas might 
be reduced by satincal letters, and overawed by 
ironical dispatches Such a state of things, how- 
ever, required quite a different man from Khan 
Dowran In order to check the growth of the 
towering tree of insubordination and independence, 
which was daily shooting forth luxuriantly new and 
wild branches, the sinewy arm of some active 
valorous prince was required, who after having 
felled It with repeated blows of his battle-axe, 
should have sagacity enough to dig it out by the 
roots The necessities of the state wanted the 
exertions of such ministers as Zulficar-khan and 
Hussein Ah-khan, two men who would have bent 
the necks of the refractory, and strangled them ere 
they had gamed strength The Mahrattas, now 
establLshed in their conquests of Malwa and Guze- 
rat, extended their views, and encouraged by the 
supineness of the administration, advanced by 
degrees to the frontiers of the provinces of Acber- 
abad and Ilahabad, till they encroaclied on the 
imperial territory of Dehh Mahomed-khan Ban- 
gash, styled Ghazenfer Jung (the lion m war) 
governor of Ilahabad, assembled an army from his 
own clan, bringing the Rohilla Afghans and a 
train of artillery from his fortress , and with these 
troops he entered the province of Bundelcund, a 
dependency of Ilahabad, with intention to make a 
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conquest of it, and to expel the Rajas Cheteisal 
and Naga, the most poweiful princes of that legion 
Advancing into the veiy heaitof the counti}^ he 
made himself master of all its strongholds , and 
having seized on the capital, he lesolved to remain 
there dm mg the rainy season, m oider to accustom 
Ins new subjects to his lule The dispossessed 
rajas with the other princes of that vicinity, sen- 
sible of tlie weakness of the Mussulman empire, 
turned then views towards the Mahiattas of Nag- 
poor, and also applied to the generals left by Bajy 
Rao at Oojem, the capital of Malwa, promising 
them a sum of mone}’’ and a poi tion of their terri- 
tory These lajas having obtained the aid of an 
army of IMahi attas, returned to Bundelcund, where 
Mahomed-khan Bangash thought himself so secure 
that he had dismissed the greatest part of his 
Afghans to then homes, retaining only a small 
body about his person He had too little local 
information to be acquainted with all its passes, so 
that the native pnnces found means to come upon 
him befoie he had any intimation of their approach 
He had hardly time to mount his horse, and to 
put himself at the head of the little force he had 
left, and being soon ovei powei ed by numbers, was 
obliged to quit the field , and after wandering tvvo 
or three days, he had just time to throw himself 
into Jitgur with his troops and followeis, wherein 
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he was immediately besieged A great multitude 
of people of both sexes and of all ages had taken 
shelter m this place , a scarcity of provisions was 
soon experienced, which ended in a famine cows, 
horses, and asses beeame food to the garrison, and 
a dead beast attracted a thousand eyes. Nor was 
it possible to receive any supply from without, or 
to get out of the fortress Such a state of distress 
did not long remain concealed from Maliomed- 
khan’s family On the first news of the blockade, 
his wnfe and children, quitting Ferokh-abad, the 
place of their residence, repaired to the capital ; 
where, with tears, they implored the minister’s 
assistance and the emperor’s attention. No notice 
was taken of them , and this forlorn family 
applied in despair, as a last resource, to their 
own tribe, the Afghans of Rohilcand Maho- 
med-khan s lady sent her veil round amongst their 
principal men, and Kaim-khan, hei eldest son, 
addressed them himself Such a spectacle pro- 
duced a great effect the Afghans, touched noth 
the deep distress of their chief’s family, resolved 
to make an effort m its behalf, and to save their 
countrymen from impending destruction Having 
accepted, the little money and jewels which the 
mother and son could afford to distribute amongst 
them, they assembled m numbers, and appointed 
the young man himself to lead them to action as 
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then general Incessant marches soon brought 
them to Jitgur They no sooner arrived than 
they attacked the besiegers, and forcing their -way 
to the gate of the fortress, they saved Mahomed- 
khan Bangash and their countrymen, and earned 
them safe to Ilahabad , an action by which this 
worthy son immortalized himself m saving his 
father's life The ministers, however, punished 
Maliomed-khan Bangash for having engaged m the 
expedition at all, by depnwng him of his govern- 
ment of Ilahabad, which was transferred to Ser- 
belend-khan, who was again taken into favour 
Although he accepted the office, Serbelend-khan 
sent thither his sou Khana-zad-khan as his deputy, 
and he remained m the capital, viuthout appearing 
much at court, but confining himself chiefly to his 
own house 

A strange accident closed the end of this year 
The kava-khana"^ of Heider Kuly-khan took fire, 
owing to which he was burned to death The 
begmniDg of the next year was no less remarkable 
la singular events On "Wednesday the eighteenth isjumad-es- 
of the month of Jumad-es-sani, in the year 1136, ah liss 
two or three hours after sun-nse, Mahomed Yar- ^^'*1727’ 
khan, nephew of Shaistah-khan, Khan-khanan, a 
nobleman who so early as the times of Aurengzib 
had enjoyed the government of the province of 
* 
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Dehh, died suddenly A few days after, it being 
Friday, the office of Mir-ateshy, or master-general 
of the ordnance, vacant by Heidcr Kuly-khan’s 
demise, was conferred on Muzaffer-khan, the bro- 
ther of Khan Dowran In this same year the 
powder magazine, that went by the name of 
Buihan-el-miilk, having taken fire, blew up, and 
cairied with it part of the Lat Firoze-shah, with 
the buildings adjoining , the latter were lorn from 
their foundations and thrown to some distance In 
this year also the brave Nejm-ed-dm Ali-khan died, 
and his government of Ajmere was bestowed on 
Muzaffer-khan, who was already nominated to the 
high office of master-general of ordnance On 
Wednesday the tenth of the month of Jumad-es- 
sani in the year 1141, the emperor felt an acces- 
sion of fever and sickness, from which however 
he recovered In the same year, in the month of 
Shaban, news came to court that the Mahrattas 
from Guzerat had adi^nced into the contiguous 
country of the Hindu pimce, Haja Abi-sing, who 
finding his hereditary dominions attacked, obtained 
leave, and repaired vnth all speed to Joodpoor- 
merta, his capital About the end of the same year, 
a body of Penjaby shoemakers and some other 
Mussulmans m the capital rising in a body, excited 
a great disturbance dunng the Hindu festival of 
the Huly, on which occasion one of the rioteis, a 
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man icsjiectcci on account of Ins having 

been on pilgmnagc to jNIccca, happened to be 
billed bv a Hindu |c\vcllci The Mussiihnans, 
finding their complaints Mere unattended to, 
left the bod^ foi thiee di\\s unpin ificd and un- 
buricd, and ic^ohcd not to meddle Muth it till 
the\ had icxcngcd the death of their companion 
The mini‘=lci‘;, too bus^ Mith then o\mi concerns, 
ncicr thought of afloiding jU'^tice to those iipined 
people The '^hocmakcis, inccn^'cd at such neg- 
lect, tumultuou‘;h took po'^scs'^ion of the gieat 
mo'jquc, and prcicntcd duinc ‘=ci\icc being pei- 
formed or any Mu’^^'iilinans a‘;‘:cmbling there, 
until their Avrongs Meie redies^ed The kazi of 
the cit\ , m attempting to pacify them, met only 
with m'jult'^ The tumult increasing, at last at- 
tracted the attention of the couit, and Kainer-ed- 
din-khan, the le/ir, o'; M'ell as Zafei-khan, the 
mmistei , m ere sent to see divine service pei foi med 
They came m itli their oMm retinues and a number 
of othei nobles, and were preparing to begin 
praters, when the shoemakeis eommeneed cursing 
and reproaching them for then maladministration, 
as well as foi their odious supmeness, m Mdiateier 
concerned religion , and proeeedmg from ivords to 
blows, they fell upon the ministers, and put them 
to flight Zafei-khan being closely pursued, took 
'iheltci under the buckleis of the Afghan soldiers 
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that accompanied him , the shoemakers, however, 
contmued throwing their slippers at the guards 
and at the nobles, and again drove them away. 
The vezir alone stood his ground, and on his order- 
ing some rockets to be fired, and thrown over their 
heads, the tumult subsided a httle The vezir, 
finding them reduced to some order, addressed the 
mob, and at length prevailed upon it to disperse. 
The tumult had risen to such a height, that most 
of the nobles were insulted , and as the people 
were preparing to proceed farther, some dire event 
might have occurred but for the vezir’s presence of 
mind and successful eloquence At the end of 

shcvai, Ziicad, this year, between the months of Sheval and 

April, Mfty, Zilcad, there arose for forty days together such an 

A ] 7)09 

abominable stench throughout the city of Dehli, 
that the poor and nch bemg equally afiTected by 
It, were attacked by an epidemic fever that filled 
the houses with sick The shops and markets were 
shut up, the streets were deserted, and the city 
looked like a place forsaken by its mhabitants 
People said that they had never before seen or 
heard of such a calamity The stench and sick- 
ness commenced at Patna and Ilahabad, from 
whence it proceeded to Acberabad and Dehli, and 
continued spreading over Paniput and Serhend, 
until it extended to Lahore, where it stopped. 
Though many were affected by the sickness, the 
deaths were not on the whole numerous 
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This strange event was followed by one more 
stiange The wintei proved so severe this yeai m 
Shah Jehan-abad, and Old Dehli and its envi- 
rons, that the water froze in vessels of copper, 
which buist fiom the pressure of the ice Run- 
ning watei, and even the river was frozen This 
happened for three nights togethei in the month 
of Rejeb, of the year 1143, snow also fell m 
several places on the plain 

On Tuesday, being the fifth of Rejeb, of the 
year 1145 of the Hegiia, the emperor Mahomed- 
shah quitted the citadel of Shah-jehan-abad, 
with his vezii Kamer-ed-din-khan, Khan Dowran, 
and his whole court, and maiched to Eizabad, 
Beihot, and Soanput, where he encamped, spend- 
ing a whole month m the pleasures of hunting 
Returning from thence, he alighted at the garden 
called Tal-Katora, where he amused himself with 
the beauty of the place , fiom thence he crossed 
the iivei Jumna, at the palace of Ferah-bakhsh, 
wheie he stayed twelve days There, hearing 
that the B'lahrattas had made an incursion as far 
as Acberabad, he lesolved to maichandto chastise 
those freebooters, and advancing two stages more, 
as far as the little iiver of Hinden, he encamped 
at the palace of Bhat-kehl, where he stopt seven 
or eight days The fieebooters having dispersed 
and quitted those paits on the lepoit of his ap- 
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proacb, the emperor letiirned by Talputt to Pend- 
abad, and on the month of Sheval alighted at his 
palace in Dehli This hunting party seemed to 
be only a prelude to something more serious, for 
on Sunday the sixteenth of Ramazan, m the year 
1146 of the Hegira, about three hours and a half 
after sunrise, Muzaffer-khan, brother of Khan 
Dowran, received orders to march and chastise 
the Mahrattas He was invested with a robe of 
honour, and marched at once out of the city, and 
encamped at the garden of Jivandas The Mah- 
rattas, after having completed the conquests of 
Guzerat and Malwa, had continued to extend 
their ravages and incursions, to which they had 
been encouraged by receiving contributions, m 
order to purchase their forbearance, wherever tliey 
appeared, so that as soon as they saw that no 
measures were taken to oppose their movements, 
they recommenced operations the next year At 
length they assumed the absolute dommion of 
those districts which formerly only paid tnbute 
By these encroachments the frontier of the em- 
peior retrograded as their’s advanced, till by the 
most shameful neglect and supmeness of the 
emperor, they occupied the territories as far as 
Gualior, and approached to the vicinity of Acber- 
abad Elated with these successes, they talked 
of nothing but of new conquests, in which they 
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MCio encouraged Intlicrlo cliicfl} by T^i7ain-ul- 

mullv 

Khan Dow ran mIio ton mi‘^c not to pci- 
cene the conM'ijnoncc^ of '^ucli cncioaclnncnt‘5, 
but mIio declined to inaich Inni'^clf a^ain'^t them, 
now sent In'- brother Mn/Allei-kban to put a ‘^lop 
to them 'Mu/ader-khan, wlm wa<^ a man of 
con‘=mnmatc ^amt^, wa*- di'-mi'-ced to the \var 
with great di'^lmetion, hemg jdaced at the head 
of the hon«:ehold-troop'; and was al«o accom- 
panied b\ '-c\cral crenci'aH, w ho, to the number 
of two-and-twcnt\, were commanded to attend 
him, the whole forming a ‘^upcrli aini> The 
Mahratta freebooters accustomed to wage war 
onh b\ ''kirmi'^hc'-. witliout coming to a general 
engagement, did not attempt to stand, but re- 
treated before the imperialists as far as Scronj, 
where ^luzailcr-khan halted On this the IMali- 
rattas surrounded his cainji, and by continual 
skirmishes so strcightcned his lesourccs, that 
proMsions became scarce m Ins army In this 
situation he contented himself wath presen ing 
his jicrson m safety , and w'aitmg foi orders from 
his brother and from the emjieroi He wms at 
length directed to ictuin, and deemed Inmselt 
fortunate m bringing Ins army back entire He 
reached the capital on Tuesday the thirteenth of ^^A^H''ii4’r 
Muharrem, in the year 1147 On the occasion 
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of paying his obeisance to the presence, he was 
presented with a plate full of jewels and gems, 
after which he repaired to his own palace, which 
was after all the principal object of his desires 
Alms were now distributed by him, congratu- 
latory olfenngs made by his friends, and nazers 
offered by his favorites and flatterers, as thanks- 
givings to Providence for extncatmg so illustrious 
a commander from the manifold dangers of that 
mighty expedition. All with one voice extolled 
the amazing abihties, and the astomshing conduct 
he had displayed m that momentous campaign, 
and they felicitated him and themselves on his 
safe return, an event beyond their most sanguine 
hopes People who knew the man, and were 
unconnected with him, did not fail to speak of 
him with contempt 

In this year also the prince Ali-tebar, son of 
Aazem-shah, died, on the sixth of Muharrem, and 
he was buned close to his mother, Kirpapury, in 
the mausoleum she had built for herself 

On the twenty-fourth of the month of Jumad- 
es-sani, m the same year, the vezir Kamer-ed-din- 
khan and Khan Dowran were appointed to chas- 
tise the Mahrattas Both these heroes, like Mu- 
zaffer-khan, after having sought the Mahrattas for 
a long time, returned together to the city On 
their return to the capital, the accursed free- 
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booteis attacked aud plundered the towni of San- 
behi , which is only a hundi ed coss distant from 
Shah-iehan-abad The governor of that place, by 
name Fakhr-ed-dm, in ordei to save the to^^^l from 
plunder, agreed to give up foui elephants andthiee 
lacs of lupees, ^^^thsome othei effects, an engage- 
ment which he punctually pei formed on his part, 
but the fieebooteis, after hawng been paid, 
seized Ins peison, and plundered him so effectually, 
that he was left with no other property m the 
world than the clothes on his back The kazi, or 
chief-justice of the place, with other silly people, 
as a point of honour, murdered their whole fami- 
lies, and then taking arms, defended themselves to 
the last, and it cannot be denied but that they 
behaved valiantly and died bravely After such 
calamities m other parts of the empire, the ele- 
ments seemed to conspire against the inhabitants 
of the capital On the eighteenth of the month 
Rebi-us-sani of the year 1148, m the evening of 
Wednesday, a ram commenced that continued for 
thirty hours together, with so much violence, that 
many of the houses m Dehli fell down , and the 
little stream at the Serai of Roshenara rose to 
such a height, that the water m several houses 
was of the depth of a man , aud news came that 
the city of Acberabad had likewise experienced 
the same calamity at the same time 
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Whilst the empire suffered under the convulsions 
we have mentioned, Ajazu, a zemindar of the dis- 
tnctof Cora, availed himself of the circumstance to 
revolt against the governor of that distnct, and 
having killed him, plundered his effects, and took 
possession of his family This governor was no less 
a person than Jan-nisar-khan, brother of the vezir 
Kamer-ed-dm-khan The latter, incensed at this 
atrocity, deputed his kinsman Azim-ullah-khan 
to attack the zemindar, and to rescue his brothei ’s 
family But Ajazu, who knew how far he had 
become obnoxious, quitted his usual residence, and 
retired to a part of his country which he knew to 
be difficult of access This retreat having satisfied 
Azim-ullah-khan, he concluded that his commis- 
sion was at an end, and he consequently made 
only a short stay m the country, where he left 
Kazem-beg-khan Turany, with some other com- 
manders, whilst he himself repaired to the capital 
No sooner did Ajazu hear of his departure, than 
yielding to the violence of his temper, and quitting 
his strongholds, he suddenly fell upon Kazem- 
beg-khau and his troops, the whole of which he 
put to the sword Kamer-ed-dm-khan, on gam- 
ing this intelligence was confounded, and being 
himself deficient m personal courage, applied to 
Saadet-khan, governor of Oude, whom he en- 
treated, if he had any regard for the Mogul name. 
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or any 7cal foi the IMu'^'^ulman religion, to march 
and clia‘:li‘5c that turbulent Hindu Saadet-Khan, 
\\ho wa'' a man of great courage and a zealous 
'supporter of (he faith, no ‘>ooncr rcccncd the letter 
than he rc‘:ol\cd to undertake (he expedition He 
wa*; on hi'' iournc> to the capital on busines'?, when 
rcceuinc: Kamci-cd-din-khan letter, he quitted 
the high-road, and ‘;(ruck ofl'to the nght, ^Mth the 
intention of chasti'^ing the zcnimdai The lattci 
attempted to amuse tin's gencial al'so with fan 
word's, but finding (hat he ^\as not to be deceived, 
he resohed to 'stand his ground and fight, and only 
waited for the enemy’s arrnal to commence the 
attack The go\crnor of Oude, fatigued with his 
daj s journey, was just retiring to his tent to take 
some repose, when Ajazu’s spies, who w'ere at 
hand, informed their master of the circumstance 
They described him as a tall, robust man, dressed 
in green, with a flowing white beard 

The zemindar, who had just waited for such an 
opportunity, mo^ ing directlj" from out of his am- 
buscade, presented himself m camp at the head of 
hib troops At sight of this, Saadet-khan mounted 
his elephant, and exerted himself in marshalling 
his troops Having taken off his dusty clothes, 
he had put on a wdiite linen dress, and the foremost 
of his commanders, wdio advanced to engage, w^as 
Abu-turab-khan Turany, one of his best officers 
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He was that day dressed in green, and was re- 
markable for having a long, flowing, white beard, 
as well as the governor. Ajazu perceiving that 
officer upon an elephant, took him for Saadet- 
khan, and with a number of desperadoes who fol- 
lowed him, he charged him at full gallop He 
soon closed with the elephant, when, brandishing 
his spear, he gave the old officer such a violent 
blow, as pierced him through and through, the 
spear coming out at his back and burying itself m 
the back-board of the howdah Saadet-khan’s 
foremost troops were intimidated by the execution 
done by that select body, and began to waver, when 
Saadet-khan himself, with a chosen band, amved 
to their assistance 

After having discharged a shower of arrows, he 
closed at once with Ajazu, and engaged him sword 
in hand At this moment a Hindu officer, called 
Durjan-smg, a relation of the zemindar’s, but who 
was m Saadet-khan’s service, recognized and 
pointed him out to his mastei, who, now spurring 
his horse, engaged him with reproaches mixed 
with blows Ajazu having received two wounds, 
one from Duijan-smg and another by an arrow 
from Saadet-khan, fell from his horse, and was 
trodden to death by the cavalry The victorious 
general took possession of the enemy’s camp, and 
ordered the zemindar’s head to be sent to the 
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emperor, anti In-^ ‘^kin to be ‘Jtuflcd ^vlth straw, in 
ordci to be prc'^cntcd to the ^c/n , after whieh, 
IcaMiig Abd-nl-inan<;ur-khan, Ins nephew and son- 
in-law, with tlie gicatc‘>t part of his troops, in 
charge of the conntn , he prosecuted Ins maich to 
the capital, and on the sctcntli of Rejeb in the 
same \car jiaid Ins icspccts to the emperor, to 
whom he presented a na/cr of one thousand and 
nine cshrcfies, with a curious poignard and sabre 
Tlic emperor, in return, honouicd linn with a 
rich robe, to winch he added another ]ioignard and 
a sabre enriched with jcw'cls, a horse, and an 
clcjihant Two months after, he was again sum- 
moned to the field, by letters from Abd-ul-niansur- 
khan, wdio wrote that the Mahrattas, wdiom Ajazu 
had iiiMtcd to his assistance, were at hand 

On the sixth of Zilcad, in the same year, Yad- 
gar-khan Kashmirj% a friend of Khan Down an, a 
slirew'd, well-spoken man, w^as deputed to Raja 
Jye-sing Se^al, and to Bajy Rao, the Mahiatta 
general He w'as charged with a patent from the 
king, granting to Bajy Rao the two provinces of 
Malwa and Guzerat, wdnch he already held by the 
tenure of the sword In makiinr this formal ces- 

O 

sion, how'ever, it w'as stipulated that Bajy Rao 
should enter the impenal service, lu wdnch nego- 
ciation Raja Jye-sing w'as expected to act as me- 
diator In the same year, on the fouiteenth of 
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Zilhaj, at about three hours before midnight, Zafer- 
khan departed this life He was a nobleman who 
had acquired a character for many A'aluablc quali- 
ties, but especially for his munificent and benevo- 
lent disposition He had contracted an intimacy 
^vlth Shah Reza, a dervish, whom he made the 
keeper of his conscience , he was in ti uth his spi- 
ritual guide, Zafer-khan submitting to his direc- 
tions m every thing 

We shall now treat of the eastern part of the em- 
pire, which, after having long been lost in obscurity 
to the historian, now became the theatie of those 
important events, which paved the way for its con- 
quest by strangers, who ha\ e so rapidly extended 
their dominion as to reach the neighbourhood of 
the capital of Hindustan. 

I am not informed ivliat governor succeeded 
Nusrct-} ar-khan m the government of Patna , I 
only know that, in the year 1 140, Fakhr-cd-doulah, 
a brother of Zafer-klian, ha\ mg obtained the govern- 
ment of that proiince, remained m it fi\c years, 
but, as he could neither read nor m ntc, and was 
^^rong-hcadcd, his actions evinced the grossest 
Ignorance He Mas proud and prone to anger, 
and at the same time so impnident, that for a small 
matter he quarrelled Avitli Sheikh Abdullah, a 
pcr‘-on of consequence m those parts, mIio con- 
ducted all the public business in the proMnet 
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Thi*; sheikh hnd been for a lengtli of time employed 
b^ ciery ‘^ucces'^nc go\ernor, either as his deputy, 
or as a conlrollcr-gencral of tlic rcicniic, and lie 
had m consequence connections with almost all 
the /cmindars He was greatly respected by 
them, and had acquired the good-will of the troops 
as ^\cll as of c\cr^ mdnidual in the country 
Fakhr-cd-doulah, actuated b^ a feeling of petty 
jcalousv, intrigued against him, and made Ins situ- 
ation so uneasy , that the latter thought it expedient 
to quit his house at Patna, and to repair to the 
otlier side of the Ganges, wlicrc he had built a 
mud fort near the town of Sc\an, having there 
bought up se\eral Milages with a quantity of land 
The go^ ernor, dissatisfied with this conduct, crossed 
the rner and besieged him in the mud fort, and 
w anted not only to obtain possession of it but also 
to seize Ins person Sheikh Abdullah, reduced to 
extremities, applied to Saadet-khan, governor of 
Oude, his next neighbour, to wdiom he explained 
his situation , and, on his being invited to jiroceed 
to Oude, he sallied out from the fort, and bravely 
forcing Ins passage through Fakhr-ed-doulali’s 
camp, effected Ins retreat Sheikh Abdullah, hav- 
ing arrived at Saadet-khan’s court, was received 
with distinction The hostile goA^emor, having 
thus missed his prey, returned to his capital, 
where he some time after became involved m 
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another quarrel with one Khwaja Mutaassem. 
This dervish was no less a person than the brother 
of Khan Dowran, who, under the garb of religion, 
had retired from public business, and lived at 
Patna m all the splendour of a nobleman of the 
first rank Disgusted with the imperious behaviour 
of the governor, he quitted Patna, and repaired to 
the capital , when the minister, who had already 
heard of his conduct, procured Fakhr-ed-doulah’s 
dismissal, and havmg annexed the government of 
Patna to that of Bengal, he sent a patent to that 
effect to Shujah-khan, who on the demise of Jafer- 
khan, his father-in-law, had succeeded him in the 
government 

Shujah-khan, now created Shujah-ed-doulah, 
the subahdar or viceroy of Bengal, was a native of 
the Deckan, and was by origin an Afshar, one of 
the Turk tnbes of Khorassan. He was one of the 
pnncipal men of Boorhanpoor, and having con- 
tracted an alliance with Jaafer-khan of the same 
city, by marrying his favounte daughter Zmet-en- 
nissa Begum, he lived m that nobleman’s family. 
In Aurengzib’s reign the latter became divan of 
Bengal, and m process of time obtained the niza- 
mut, or military government, of the same province. 
By means of this alliance, every preferment obtain- 
ed by J afer-khan proved an accession of importance 
to the son-m-law , and the father-in-law, uniting in 
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of the two goLcrnmcnts of Bengal and Orissa, 
]irocurcd the ‘^nbahdary or ^ iccroyalty of the latter 
jiro\ ince for Slui lah-khan The latter shortly aftei 
went and estuhU'^hed his rc'^idcncc in On^sa, not 
onh to ni'^pcct pcr'^onally the aflans of Ins goi em- 
inent, but aKo bccau<;e there had lately arisen 
‘=01110 nii'=undcrs(anding between thc^o noble per- 
‘:on‘=, ‘•o that thci could no longer Ine together in 
terms of aunty Slupah-khan w’as a man of cien 
temper and a lo\er of )ustiec, and bore a character 
for many laluablc qualities, which acquired him 
the esteem and respect of all the world Jaefer- 
khan was the icry rcicrsc, and was iinnersally 
disliked One subiect of their dissension was the 
aiersion of Insw'ifc Zniet-cn-nissa Begum daughter 
of Jaafer-khan and mother of Scr-efraz-Unn, to her 
husband Shujah-khan The latter who was of a 
Mituous disposition and a pattern of chastity, was 
oflcndcd with her husband, not onK on account of 
Ins being on bad terms witli hc' father, but more 
especially on account of lus cxccscwc fondness .c” 
other w'onien At length she separated from h •" 
and taking her son wntli her, took up her rcsidt" ''' 
m jMoorshedabad, a cit\ founded by her r 
and named after him when he was smiplv ' '■* 
shid-kuly-khan Here this noble lad% 1 ^-'* 
great splendour, and sjjc would probah/ 
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conlmiiccl to enjoy tranquillity, had not fate thrown 
in hci way a man predestined to overturn her 
family, and to change the whole face of affairs m 
those countries. There appeared at this time at 
court a person called Mir/a I\Iahomed, the husband 
of a lady who, being hcr^^elf of the Afshar tribe, 
N\as allied to Shujah-khan Mir7a Mahomed had 
two sons, the elder named Ilaji Ahmed, and the 
younger ]\Iirza Mahomed Ah, afterwards better 
known by the name of Alla Verdi-khan, and bear- 
ing the title of Mehabet-jung Mirza Mahomed had 
been in the service of the late Mahomed Aazem- 
shali , but on the death of his sovereign as re- 
duced to the utmost distress, being obliged to 
support a numerous and indigent family In this 
extremity Mirza Mahomed Ah, son of Mirza Ma- 
homed, adopted the expedient of sending his 
mother and father to the court of Shujah-khan, in 
the beginning of Mahomed-shah’s reign That 
governor, happy to oblige a relation, conferred se- 
veral favours on Mirza Mahomed, took him into 
semce, and shewed him so much kindness, that 
Mirza Maliomed All, the son, resolved to repair 
likewise to the court of Orissa, a measure which 
he effected with much difficulty, on account of his 
being destitute of the means of accomplishing so 
long a journey He at last arrived at the court of 
Orissa, and m the end proved to be a man of 
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genius, and capable of conducting the most im- 
poi taut affairs, added to winch he possessed intrepid 
courage In a short time he acquired so great a 
chaiacter that Shujah-khan congratulated himself 
on the acquisition of so valuable a dependant, and 
looked on his arrival as an event which prognosti- 
cated the elevation of his protector’s family Mirza 
Mahomed Ah rose m favour and m credit from day 
to day, and was promoted to the highest offices , 
till at length he sent for his brother Haji Ahmed, 
with the whole family, which then lived at Shali- 
jehan-abad Hanng now assembled most of his 
relations, Haji Ahmed tiavelled into Bengal, from 
whence he lepaired to the court of Orissa, where 
being ainved he was taken into favour and pro- 
moted to office 

Both brothers were, indeed, men of abilities^ 
close application, and so capable of surmounting 
the greatest difficulties, that they strengthened by 
their very character Shujah-khan’s government, 
and laid the foundation of that elevation to which 
it subsequently rose. New arrangements were in- 
ti oduced by them into the department of finances, 
and the revenues were greatly augmented by their 
application and industry, but Mirza Mahomed 
All, who to the civil talents of Ins brother united 
a brilliant character as a soldier, and had always 
displayed more genius than either his father or 
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brother, begfan to eclipse his relations, as well as 
all the persons m Shujah-khan’s semce, in so 
much that he became m time exposed to the 
shafts of envy. This eniy was more excited 
when his protector Shujah-khan obtained for him 
a grade of honour, with the title of Mahomed 
Alla Verdi-khan. 

All this time Jaafer-khan continued offended 
with his son-m-law, and as his life was drawng to 
an end, he conceived the project of procunng the 
Nizamet of Bengal for his grandson Ser-efraz- 
khan, the son of Shujah-khan by his daughter 
Zmet-en-nLSsa This young nobleman already 
filled the office of divan of the pro\nnce. Fully 
bent on this design, he vTote to his fnends at 
court, and spared neither pains nor expense to 
obtain an object, that had now become the fondest 
desire of his heart, and by the fulfilment of which 
he would be succeeded by his grandson in both 
those offices This circumstance having come to 
the knowledge of Shujah-khan, he consulted both 
Alla Verdi-khan and Haji Ahmed, who recom- 
mended that one or two persons of talent and 
eloquence should be immediately deputed to court 
^vlth applications, both to the emperor, to the 
vezir, and to the pnme-minister Khan-Do\sTan, 
sohcitmg the patents of divan and nazim of both 
the provinces of Bengal and Onssa, for Shujah- 
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khan The deputies were enjoined to make the 
utmost despatch Besides this mission, other per- 
sons of the military class were sent under various 
pretences, after ha^ong been dismissed from 
Shuj all-khan’s service, by different roads to Moor- 
shedabad, ^vltll orders to hold themselves m readi- 
ness in the neighbourhood of Jaafer-klian’s palace, 
to execute any oiders they might receive The 
rainy season being near, and as it was foreseen 
that the inundation m Cuttack would necessanly 
delay all communication between that place and 
Moorshedabad, a number of boats were provided, 
and boatmen were assembled and kept in pay, to 
the end that, on the very first intelligence of Jaafer- 
khan’s demise, Shujah-khan might instantly pro- 
ceed to Moorshedabad A secret post was also 
established betwixt Cuttack and Dehli, not only 
for the sake of receiving, as soon as possible, the 
desired patents, but also for supplying daily mtel- 
bgence, both from the capital and Moorshedabad 
At last a letter came, informing Shujah-khan that 
Jaafer-khau had hardly five or six days to live 
On this he instantly set out from Cuttack, taking 
with him Alla Verdi-khan, and such number of 
adherents as he thought sufficient, and proceeded 
hastily to Moorshedabad, sometimes by water, 
and sometimes by land, just as opportunity served 
Shujah-khan had a son by another wife, named 
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Mahomed Taky-khan, whom he now appointed 
Ins deputy at Cuttack. Whilst proceeding with 
so much e\pedition, certain intelligence ivas re- 
ceued of Jaafcr-khan’s death, a few days after 
which, while yet upon Ins journey, he recencd 
the patent for which he had applied to court He 
now proceeded with the expedition of a courier, 
and arrived in a few days at I\Ioor‘:liedabad, when 
he repaired directly to the Chehel-'Jitoon, a hall 
erected by .Taafer-khan, on forty pillars, and used 
only on public occasions. He instantly sent for 
the vakaa-neviss, or official news-^vriter, and the 
sevaneh-neviss, or crown-intelhgencer, woth some 
other officers of the government, as also for some 
of the principal men of the city, and producing 
his commissions, caused them to be read aloud by 
those two officers , and thus having proclaimed 
himself the lawful subahdar, or governor, of the 
twm provinces, he took possession of the mesned, 
sat in il, and ordered the publie band of music to 
stnke up, after which he received offenngs and 
congratulations from every one present It is sin- 
gular that his son, Ser-efraz-khan, who was 
residing at a country-seat about two miles from 
the city, in the fullest confidence that he should 
be recognized as the undoubted heir of his grand- 
father Jaafer-khan, knew nothing of what had 
passed m the city The first hmt he obtained 
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was from the sound of the public bands of music. 
Confounded and astonished at the intelligence that 
was now brought him, he consulted his friends 
what ought to he done Most of them were of 
opinion, that as his father had leceived his com- 
mission fiom court, and had taken possession of 
his office, and secured the palace and the city, as 
well as the tieasuiy, there remained no alternative 
but quiet submission The young man accord- 
ingly having left his princely retinue behind, and 
taking with him only a few servants, came and 
threw himself at Ins father’s feet, and presented 
his offeiing of congratulation Shujah-khan now 
turned his mind towards putting into order the 
affairs of his government Alla Verdi-khan be- 
came his prime-minister, but he availed himself 
also of the talents of Haji-Amed, and Ray-Aalem- 
chand, his formei divan, who was certainly a 
Hindu of great merit, and deserved all the con- 
fidence reposed m him He also called to his 
councils several other persons, among whom was 
Jagat-set Fateh-chand, a banker, whose wealth 
amounted to millions So much for the public 
business 

With regard to private disputes between man 
and man, he trusted no one , but sending for the 
parties, he would listen patiently and leisurely to 
the story of each, and with much judgment drew 
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assembly mIio did not receive a suitable present 
This ceremony being ovci thcyweic all released, 
witli injunctions to tiansmit henceforward the rc- 
^enuc through Jagalsct 

In consequence of so just an administiation, the 
kindom of Bengal, wliicli is usually called the tei- 
lestial paradise, cnioycd so much prospciity as to 
diflusc cvciy wheic abundance and happiness ana- 
logous to its title As soon as the zemindars were 
dismissed, Shiqah-khan turned his thoughts to- 
waids the distribution of ofiices and employments 
He confirmed his eldest son, Ser-efraz-khan, in 
the office of divan of Bengal, and his second son, 
Mahomed Taky-khan, became governor of Orissa. 
The government of Jehangir-nagur (Dacca) lie be- 
stowed on his son-in-law Mooishid Kuly-khan The 
family of his fiiend and favouiite, Alla Verdi-kimn, 
weie not forgotten , and as the favouiite had thiee 
nephews, to whom Sliujah-khan liad given Ins 
three daughters, they were thus provided foi Seid 
Ahmed-khan, second son of Haji Ahmed, was ap- 
pointed fojdar of Bungpooi , Zein-ed-dm Ahmed- 
khan, the youngest, to that of Acbei-nagui (Rajma- 
lial) , and Nevazesli Mahomed-khan, the eldest, 
^vas invested with the office of bukhshy, oi com- 
mander of the forces. These were their especial 
offices, but for the geneial affaiis of his goveinment 
he foimed a council consisting of Alla Verdi-khan, 
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Haji Ahmed, Ray Rayan, Aalem-chand, and 
Jasrat-set Fateli-cliand Blatters remained in this 
state m the eastern provinces of tlie empire until 
Fakhr-ed-doulah being lemoved from the govern- 
ment of Azimabad Patna, that proMuce was an- 
nexed to the Viceroyalty of Bengal, and the patents 
conferred on Shujah-khan by Khan DowTan. On 
being invested wnth the new government, Shujah- 
khan hesitated whom he should appoint his deputy 
Several persons were proposed to him by Ins coun- 
cil, to all of whom he objected. His own wish 
prompted him to send one of his two sons Zinet- 
en-mssa, his wife, however, would not consent to 
part witli her son Ser-efraz-khaii, while on the 
other hand, she objected to the nomination of hei 
step-son, Mahomed Taky-khan, whom she viewed 
as a stranger, and with jealousy , so that as she 
would consent to neither, her husband at last 
gave up his intentions He considered Behar as 
a country that required a vigilant superintendence 
It bordered on Oude, Ilahabad, and on Berar, one 
of the dependencies of Aurengabad, with the 
goiemors of these countries it became necessary 
to keep up a correspondence, and he considered 
that such a post could not be more properly filled 
than by Alla Verdi-khan. On his proposing him 
to his council, tlie choice was unanimously ap- 
proved The appointment being made public. 
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Slmjali-klian lesolved to piocuie foi Alla Verdi- 
kliaii new titles and honours fiom court. In ad- 
dition to Ins militaiy grade, lie wished to raise 
him to the command of five thousand hoise, and 
to procure foi him the titles of Bahadui and Bla- 
hahali-jung, foi which honouis he applied through 
his agents to the emperoi and Khan Dowian Zi- 
net-en-nissa being mfoimed of the new appoint- 
ment, expressed hei appiobation, she sent, theic- 
foie, foi Alla Veidi-khan to the door of hei apart- 
ment, and having oidered a rich diess to be put 
upon his shouldeis, sfie appointed him to the go- 
vernment of Behai, as fiom herself"^ It was only 
aftei this mvestituie, that Shujali-khan himself sent 
foi him, and presented him on his part with the 
robes of the niabet, oi deputy of Azimabad Patna, 
to Mdiich he ]omed the commission, and gave him 
an elephant, a sabie, and a set of jewels A mili- 
taiy force was also appointed to seive undei him, 
after which he was dismissed, with iii] unctions 
to bring the piovince undei piopei subjection I 
ought to remark that a few days befoie this ele- 
vation, a grandson was bom to Alla Veidi-khan 
by his youngest daughtei , the wife of his youngest 
nephew Zem-ed-dm Ahmed-khan, and as he had 

Zinet-cn-ni8sa seems to Inve in^^isted on her Imsbind 
recogmsing her as the heiress to tlie go\crnnientj and con- 
sidered him ratlicr as the i iceroy-consort than i iccro\ in his 
ow n right 
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no son of his own, the child was called Mirza 
hlahomed, after himself. He adopted him as his 
owm son, and had him educated in his own house 
Alla Verdi-khan, on his departure for Patna, ob- 
tained leave to take with him two of his sons-m- 
law, as well as several of his relations ; and after 
a prosperous journey, he made his entry into that 
city, where having resided a w^hole year, he re- 
turned to Moorshedabad to pay his respects to the 
viceroy He was received with every mark of 
distmction and favour, and sent back to his go- 
vernment , and shortly after received the confir- 
mation of all the dignities and honours from Hehli, 
that had been proposed for him by his protector, 
which contnbuted not a little to raise him m the 
estimation of the people He now enlisted m his 
service as many militarj'- chiefs of character as 
w’^ere out of employ in the neighbounng pronnces, 
and by these means he soon found himself at the 
head of a well-appointed army , and being intent 
on confirming his power, and preparing himself 
for higher achievements, he was prompt m chas- 
tising such of his dependants as attempted to 
depart from the path of duty Among other chiefs 
m his service was one Abd-ul-kenra-khan, an 
Afghan Rohilla, w'ho commanded fifteen hundred of 
his countrymen, and who had such an opinion of 
Ins own importance as to undervalue others, and 
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in ienlil\ lie had *^01110 title for \anify Alla 
Veidi-kh.in. who had elnplo^cd him on many 
Irvniu: ocea‘'ioiis, wa^ well ‘^ati'^ficd with In*? ‘^cl- 
MCC'^ ; hut O'' he pio^umcd upon them, he felt it 
reqvn''ito {o uduce him to more ‘'iibordmation 
Alla \ crdi-khan, n’fleclni”' that to tolerate him 
aiu Ioniser would onK add to his jiicsmnption, 
and ineite ntlu'is to insolence, coneciced it dan- 
peroiis to defer the punishment of a headslionj^ 
man, who scciiicd read\ to <40 into rc\olt The 
da\ then bemu: li\cd foi the jnniiosc. Alla Verdi- 
khan ordered a number of trust\ men to be 111 
readiness m the hall ol audience, and to fall ujioii 
Abd-ul-kerim-khan w ith then sabres, m ease the 
Afghan sluuild presume to be insolent, m aiiswci 
to a reproof which he intended to gne him Ac- 
cordingly on the next day, Abd-ul-kcrim-khan 
])rescntcd himself at the durbar with ten of his 
follow ers, armed , but as he had ahvays at the gate 
two hundred of his men ready tosiippoit him, and 
himself being a man of gicat personal strength, 
it was not an easy matter to find jicople to occr- 
power him Three men, howeccr, ha\nng been 
selected, w'cie ordered to attend, and to attack 
him, and he fell under then sabres the same 
morning The other mutinous soldiery in his army 
now began to tremble , and many of the zemm- 
dais, who had hitherto piovcd icfractoiy, ow'ing 
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to the weakness of the formci administiation, weie 
attacked and severely chastised , some wcic de- 
stroyed, and otheis that weie guilty, but who had 
evinced contiition, weie paidoned, and taken into 
favoui, and they afteiwaids attaclicd themselves 
to Alla Veidi-khan’s person By such vigoious 
measuies he secuied Shujah-khcin’s goodwill and 
esteem, and stiengthened his own powci 

But before we entei farthci into the history of 
Alla Verdi-khan, it is piopei we should lefer to 
some events that now happened in the capital of 
the empire oi in its envii ons , aftei which we shall 
lesume our account of the alfaiis of Bengal. 

We have alieady mentioned that Yad-ghai-klian 
of Cashmir had been sent from court to the Mali- 
ratta camp, to open a negociation with Bajy Bao, 
through the mediation of Raja Jye-sing Sevai, and 
that these two persons had been entrusted with 
the patent of the government of the provinces of 
Malwa and Guzerat for the Mahratta general 
This extraordinary measure did not pioduce the 
desiied effect, for it was so far fioin extinguishing 
the ambition of the Mahiattas, that it seemed to 
add to their piesumption, and to encourage them 
to make new enci oachments It was now resolved, 
therefore, to have recourse to coercion On the 
seventh of the month of Zilcad of the year 1149 of 
the Hegira, about six houis after sumise, Khan 
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Duwi-nu left (he court on an c\j)cdifion foi that 
purpo-'O In taking: lca\o, he Ma^ honoured with a 
holt Iroin the oinpororV own hand, after wdiich he 
inarched out of the cit>, and encamped at Talpat, 
distant nine coss from Dohh On the twentieth 
of the s line month. the\c/n Kanier-cd*dm-khan 
was also honoured with a belt, and dcpaitcd on 
llu* same expedition, and encam|)ed at Cheharbag 
(_)n that came da> Khan Dowran marclicd at tiie 
head of his own dnision. and of the sc\cral bodies 
ofe.n.drN that had been put undei Ins command, 
to the number of about foit\ thousand Iioise, he 
was accompanied .iKo b> .i gic.it tmin of aitillcry, 
and encamped in the teintoiy of Acberabad 
Tlierc lie w. is joined b> scicral eminent rajas w'lth 
ihcir tioops, and his fence at last became so 
numerous that it colored the wdiolc plain Eiery 
one now' ex jiectcd that Khan Dow'ran w ould ach ance 
dircctli upon thecnem) , but he contented himself 
with loitering aw'ay his tune at about foity coss from 
the capit.il Nor did the \c/ir Kamcr-cd-dm-khan 
display more jiromptitudc This ministei had set 
out at the head of his dnision, comjioscd of a nu- 
merous body of iMogiils and Ilmdoostanies, attached 
to his jicrson and m his owm pay , to these wmre 
united the division of Turany Moguls, the house- 
hold troops of the empcior, held m such high 
estimation that the wdiolo piovmce of Serhmd had 
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been assigned to them for their pay. With such 
an army he marched towards Ajmcrc, with the pro- 
fessed intention of anniliilating tlic Mahrattas lie 
liad with liim every necessary for a campaign, and 
was accompanied by many Aoluntecrs, who only 
wailed for opportunities to signalize themselves 
and to aequire promotion The magnifiecncc of 
his cavalcade is hardly to be dcsciibed ; but, after 
marching a short distance towards the frontiers of 
Ajmere, he halted, under the plea of waiting for 
the Mahrattas, at least such was the impression 
throughout his camp He was shortly after joined 
by Mahomed-khan Bangash, who having quitted 
Ferokh-abad, came with a considerable body of 
troops, and waited also the arrival of the Mahrattas. 
But not one of these illinii lous wamom had the 
resolution to advance on those freebooters. Khan 
Dowran, without moving from the position he had 
taken up, was perpetually contriving plans for the 
campaign, the purport of which he communicated 
to Raja Jye-sing, and the latter, after having added 
his own observations, transmitted them to the vezir 
As to Raja Abi-smg Rahtore, instead of repairing 
to the camp, as he had been required to do, he 
retired to liis capital, where he abandoned himself 
to intoxication, which he maintained by the use of 
opium He slept the whole day, and spent the 
night in asking what was to be done , but when- 
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M\or hcMn‘; *'Cnl for Khnn Dowraii, he c\cu‘'cd 
lum'-clf 1)\ alloinn" tlu' necc ‘Jsity of defending liis 
own licrcditnrN dominion'', .ind h\ making other 
futile pretence*' I’he \c/tr Kamcr-cd-din-khan, 
wlicther out of reL^aid for hini''elf or intent on the 
]ire''ti\alion of In*' arm's, viient hi'' time m con''iil- 
tation''With llie 1'ur.m's olhcei'', his counti s men , 
Imt he kept Ins escs (i\ed on the succours wincli 
he c\)ii cted from Iki/am-ul-nmlk 'Phe latter, w ho 
had ijuitted the court m dis^nist jiaid but little 
attention to the trouhlcsm Ilmdoostan, but rather 
wished to sec the present ministers humbled to 
the dust The empcior ontertamed strong sus- 
picions against Ni/ain-iil-mulk, and was at all 
e\cnts too much m the trammels of Khan Dow'ran, 
to make an apjilication to him , he liad formed a 
bad opinion of all the Turany nobles ol his court, 
and he made a point of abstaining fiom all consul- 
tation with them M'hole dajs and nights thus 
jiasscd away, but no dccisuc measure w-as taken, 
indeed, no jirmciple of actnity existed among 
those impotent nobles, and most of the junior 
oflicers, who swaimed in the capital as w^ell as in 
camp, w'eic men totally devoid of capacity and 
energy. As to those few w-^lio w^crc capable of 
thinking, they did not dare to ofler any ad\ace 
that might clash wntli Khan Dowran’s opinion , 
and the emperor lumsclf, over whose mind he 
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exercised unbounded influence, was unwilling 
to listen to any proposal that might give him 
umbrage. The emperor used to wnte both to 
Khan Dowian and to Kamer-ed-din-khan whatever 
came into his head, and they did not fail to ex- 
cuse themselves for not meeting his wishes by 
some feeble excuse Letters were peipetually 
passing and repassing between them, till at length 
it came to be the general wish, that some com- 
promise should be made with the Mahrattas 
Things were m this state, when, by one of those 
dispensations of providence which man cannot 
foresee, news came that the enemy had been de- 
feated by Saadet-khan This event was the more 
unexpected, as Saadet-khan had no other govern- 
ment than that of Oude, and no other office or 
command than that of the household infantry. In 
point of troops and money he was inferior to most 
of the nobles of the empire , and as his government 
was to the north of the Ganges, he had naturally 
no concern with an enemy on the south of that 
river, and still less with the Mahrattas , but being 
a man of great peisonal courage, and jealous of the 
glory of his country, he was shocked to perceive 
the pusillanimity of the ministers , and fired with 
indignation at the continued encroachments of the 
Mahrattas, he resolved to avenge the honour of 
the crown, and he veiituied to take that task upon 
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liimself. Full of these high feelings, he reviewed 
his troops, augmented their numbers, furnished 
them ^vlth ammunition and provisions, and with a 
small tram of artilleiy he quitted Oude, his capi- 
tal, taking with him his nephew and son-in-law, 
Abd-ul-mansur-khan He ciossed the Ganges, 
and was about to cross the Jumna, when he learned 
that the raja of Bedaoon was besieged in his foi- 
tress by an army of Mahrattas He applied to 
Saadet-khan for assistance, who answered him 
with these few words “ Be not dismayed, do 
not give them one fai thing, for I will be with you 
instantly ” In the mean time the rajas of Bun- 
delcund had united then force with the Mahrattas, 
and weie employed to guard the fords of the J umna, 
the passage of which was now become difficult , 
and the laja of Bedaoon sustained a defeat, and 
was reduced to the last extremity Consequent 
on this, Mulhar Rao Holcar, who was one of the 
greatest generals of Bajy Rao’s army, having crossed 
the Jumna, turned Saadet-khan ’s rear without his 
knowledge, and falling upon the province of Etawa, 
actually burned and sacked every thing from the 
gates of that city to the palace of Moty-bagh, close 
to Acberabad, maikmg his track with slaughter, 
desolation, and ashes From thence he marched 
towards the towns of Saadabad and Jelair At 
this moment, Saadet-khan, on the twenty-second 
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of Zilcad, of the year 1140, suddenly appeared in 
the rear of Mnlhar Rao Ilolcar’s troops lie fell 
on them like a storm that carries destruction in its 
track ; finding' the freebooters dispersed, he as- 
saulted them so vigorously, that he never ceased 
the slaughter until he ehased them beyond Etimad- 
poor, four coss distant from the field of battle. 
Heaps of dead were e\cry where to be seen, and 
for eight miles together the road was strewed with 
carcasses of the slam. Three generals of note were 
taken pri'^oncrs, and Mulhar Rao himself, being 
severely wounded, made his escape with difficulty 
The mam body of the fugitives, having thrown 
away their booty, fled towards the Jumna, and in 
their consternation, mistaking one place for another, 
they plunged into a part of the nver that liad no 
ford and perished Mulhar Rao, with a few that 
kept pace with him, found his way with infinite 
difficulty to Bajy Rao, wlio was then encamped at 
Kotal, a small town inhabited by Seids, close to 
Gualior Saadet-khan pursued the flying enemy 
at the rate of twenty miles a day, until he reached 
the town of Dholpoor-bary, situated eighteen coss 
distant from Acberabad, on the north bank of the 
river Chunbul Here he learned that Bajy Rao 
was encamped with the main army, and he in- 
tended to attack him next day, but the enemy 
had decamped Finding he would have to en- 
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counter seveic marching, he made preparations ac- 
coidmgly He dnected that every tiooper should 
hold himself ready to march with foui days’ piovi- 
sions and watei, and threatened, that if any one 
should be found m his tent after the houi of depar- 
tui e, his horse would be hamstrung, and himself 
earned in deiision round the camp Meanwhile 
he caused a number of ox-ludes and other 
leathern vessels to be filled with water, and 
a quantity of cakes to be baked, m order that 
the troops might not want supplies in the intended 
puisuit Some light artilleiy weie placed upon 
elephants, and a quantity of wall-pieces and swivels 
upon camels Having distnbuted Ins watei and 
provisions upon mules, camels, and othei beasts of 
burthen, he resolved to pursue the enemy beyond 
the Chunbul, and piomised his soldieis that he 
would be tlie fiist man to throw himself into the 
stream to cross that rivei In the midst of these 
prepamtions, letters came from Khan Dowian 
That minister having heard of Saadet-khan’s suc- 
cess, and stung to the quick by that event) he 
wished either to join that general, and share in the 
honour of the expedition, or by i estraining him, to 
make him a sharer in his own inaction. With 
these feelings he wrote him several letters, in 
which, under the most sacred oatlis, he assured 
him that he would join him, and recommended 
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him by all means to avoid precipitation Saadet- 
khan, -who had just mounted his horse, found him- 
self thus suddenly stopped short, and M-as greatly * 
at a loss hovr to act Jvevertheless, he thought it 
his duty to suspend his march ; and three or four 
days after he was jomed by Khan DovTan. All 
this while the vezir Kamer-ed-din-khan remained 
encamped withm thirty coss of the capital, on the 
high road to Ajmere, and I\Iahomed-khan Bangash, 
•v^uth his troops, also waited the arrival of the 
enemy m the same direction On the jxmction of 
Khan Dowran with Saadet-khan, six or seven days 
were occupied in visits and entertainments. This 
delay being perceived by the IMahrattas, they 
availed themselves of the circumstance to recover 
breath from Saadet-khan‘s pursuit; and, tummg 
suddenly round his rear, they marched direct on 
the capital, which they nghtly judged to be void 
of troops. They advanced with such celenty that, 
on the eighth of Zdfaij of that same year, they 
reached Toghlukpoor, under the command of Bajy 
Rao. This town vas filled with a multitude of 
jMussulmans and Hindus from Dehli, who had 
gone thither both on account of devotion and on 
parties of pleasure. These were now all leisurely 
plundered An immense booty was obtained by 
the IMahrattas , who, having passed the night near 
Khwaja Kutb-ud-dm‘s monument, on the followmg 
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day plundered the Mma Bagli, and sacked and 
burned all the shops. About noon they pioceeded 
failhci, and sacked the town of Calcm , fiom 
whence the wounded flying into the city of Dehh, 
alarmed the inhabitants with dieadful accounts of 
what they had experienced The citizens, with- 
out fuither inquiiy, lost their senses, and filling 
the city with their uproar, the whole became one 
scene of dismay and confusion The empeior now 
oidered the few officers and troops thatweie about 
his person to sally foith and to repel the Mahrattas 
In consequence of which, Amir-khan, Raja Bakht- 
mal, and Mii Hussem-khan, Cocaltash-khan, 
Munawei-khan, brother of (the late) Zafer-khan, 
Abd-ul-raaabud-khan, and Siva-smg, the com- 
mandant of the coips called Amberies, with many 
other commanders, marched out of the city and 
took up an advantageous post between Kazi-seia 
and Lal-katora They extended their line, and 
offered battle to the enemy Mii Hussem-khan 
and Siva-smg, who had moie courage than pru- 
dence, ad\anced farthei, although Amir-khan le- 
peatedly sent them word to wait , but this advice 
had no effeet on those two imprudent men, who 
continued advancing alone The Mahrattas at first 
appealed at a distance, a few at a time, until tliey 
had dmwn this body farther and farther into the 
plain , when they suddenly fell upon it, and, with 
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tlicir spears and long swords did such cvccution 
as threw the whole into disorder One of tlic 
ANOunded men found means to escape, and, running 
up to Ainir-khan, had the boldness to icproacli him 
n itli cow ardicc and neglect. “ What arc j on doing 
here," said he, " whilst a Scid and an Imam is 
losing Ins life Annr-khan, who was a wit, and 
ncAcr lost an opportunity of gi'ing way to Ins 
plea'^antry, heard the remark with a smile, and 
coolly replied, Friend, we are perfectly satisfied 
Avith tAVche Imams,* if some one has a mind to 
set. np for a tlnrleenlb, and chooses to be cat down, 
Ave liaA'c no objection to it " As the IlmdoostaiiiC' 
had not Maliratta horses, most of them a\ ere slam ; 
and their leader, Mir Ilussein-khan, made his re- 
treat, scAcrcly A\ minded and scarcely alnc, aaIiiIc 
Ins troops, despoiled of their arms and horses, 
crept back cAcry one to his house Ainir-khaii 
and the other commanders, after being under arms 
the AA hole da^ , returned in the dusk of the ca cnm{r 
to their tents McanA\hilc the news of the sack of 
Toghlukpoor, and the danger aa'IiicIi threatened 
Dehli, being rumoured abroad, the gcnenils at the 
head of the armies m the Aicunt) of the cajntal, 
knOAAing that the emperor aa as left alone, hastened 

• T t\ t U r lint il ill ntlnnti of Ah 'irt cnll' (1 InnirM, A t 
tin* nf tluir MK f lit lln hi aiI nfn In ri! 

t-tl ta iIk ih ctjul of Orninnltr t "'hjili lit Darm in* 
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to court. The vezir Kamer-ed-dm-khan, who was 
ncaicst (being only at thirty coss distant), arrived 
fiist , and, having on the ninth of Zilhij a sknmish 
with the hlahi-attas, he encamped on the next day 
111 the suburbs of the capital, on which the Mah- 
rattas letircd a little farthei Saadet-khan quitted 
Acberabad, and liaiing marched sixty-five* coss 
m two days, he arrived on the evening of the 
second day at Talpat, close to the cit)'- Khan 
DoMran, who had set out with him, ariived some 
time after , and on the third day, Mahomed-khan 
Bangash joined them The Mahrattas, who had 
alieady felt the weight of the blows dealt out bj’' 
Saadet-khan, did not like to see him again inth 
such numerous foices, and being besides heavily 
laden with spoil, they decamped dunng the night, 
burning, sacking, and devastating m their retreat 
the towns of Rivary and Basoda , after which they 
retired into Malwa and Guzerat, their new con- 
quests, destropug every thing in their route The 
result of all these movements wels, that the emperor 
perceiving tliat among so many generals and nobles 
none, Mutli the exception of Saadet-khan, had ven- 
tured to attack the IMahrattas, he fell into a state 
of despondency, and proposed to his whole council 
to pay them chout or tnbute, to msure their for- 
bearance The emperor, although convinced that 
Ninety- seven nulea 


D Zilliij, 
A H 1149 

2G March, 
A D 1737 



400 'iiVAit-i i-Mi T \KttrntN 

Ni/am-ul-mulk %\a‘= the contrncrof thi*: incur'^ioii 
\\ also *:cn‘;tl)lc llo\^ (hnicult it ould lie to puni'>li 
Imn , he therefore thouglit it better to toncihate 
than to pHAokc him He wrote to him ‘^c^cral 
letter'', full of knnlnc'^^' , lie conferred on him tiic 
title of A'-of-jah, raiscrl his militarv grade to eight 
thousand horse, and flattered his pride so inueh, 
that the latter resohed to come to court T.eiiMnir. 
therefor*', hts second son, Ni/ain*ed-doulah Nnsir 
.bin,', as his lieutenant m the Deckan, i\i/atn-ul- 
imilk set out for the cajutal On the rumour of 
his ap[)roach, Khan Dow ran hastened to conriude 
the agreement with the Mahnittas, ui ordi'r to 
jirvenl Ins dcriMinr anj cre<lil eir influence in 
fnunmc'tlie treat\. The terms stipulate el that the 
Mai iratt.is should lienc e forw ard .ipproee the mseh ('s 
till s(r\.mts Ilf the emperor and obi \ his c'om- 
m mds, as v 1 11 as the din ctions of his mmisti is. 
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son, Ghazi-ed-dm-khan, on the occasion of the 
dismissal of Raja Jye-sing Sevai and Bajy Rao 
fiom those offices On the Friday followng, news 
arrived of the decease of Abd-us-semed-khan, the 
famous viceroy of Lahore A dress of condolence 
was bestowed on the vezir Kamer-ed-dm-khan, his 
brothel , and other robes of condolence weie sent 
to that general’s family at Lahore, togethei with 
a particulai one to Zakanah-khan Sadik, his son, 
who received at the same time a commission for 
the governments of Lahore and Multan Nizam- 
ul-mulk now, in obedience to the emperoi’s com- 
mand, marched southward to chastise Bajy Rao, 
and advanced for that purpose as fai as Acberabad, 
where having fixed as his deputy m that city a 
relation of his own, he marched to Malwa, cross- 
ing the Jumna at Acbeiabad He passed by 
Etava, and lecrossed that river at Calpy, and 
arnved m Bundelcund, lyhere, hanng seized the 
raja, he advanced to Bhopal Bajy Rao heanng 
of these proceedings, came from the Deckan, at the 
head of a mighty host, and meeting Nizam-ul- 
mulk on the plains of Bhopal, several engage- 
ments took place, none of which proved decisive 
Things were in this state, when Nizam-ul-mulk 
received intelligence that Nadir- shah, the king of 
Persia, had invaded Hmdoostan, and now deeming 
the war with the Mahrattas a small object, he came 

VOL I 2d 



402 


sn AK-UL-MUTAKHEIirN'. 


to an accommodation witli Bajy Kao, and leaving 
the Mahraltas behind, lie returned to tlic capital 
\Mth expedition 

Evils of this magnitude were deemed li dling by 
a “set of treitorou'^ noble';, who, intent only on each 
other’s ruin, did not regard the consequence*?, if 
they could but promote their own private views , 
nor did they make any scruple, wdicn nece<''?aiy 
for that purpose, to shed the blood of Mussulmans, 
and to slaughter a whole race of Scids. Seif-ed- 
din All-khan, one of the noble persons attached to 
the late Abdullah-khan, had, on that ministers 
defeat, retired to his paternal estate, wheic he 
subsisted upon a small income deiived from a ja- 
ghirc of imperial gift, and a portion of land which 
liad been lone^ hereditary m his family. Tins 
slender ‘'Ub'?istencc he shared with a number of 
old and infirm relatncs. Tins estate, however, 
pro\ed an eyc-‘'Ore to Kanier-cd-din-khan and to 
the Turanies, ^\ho unable to bear the sight of a 
Scid in pro‘-perity, and cherishing in their bosoms 
deadly hatred to the whole race, resolved to ruin 
c\er\' rclatiNc of Hussein Ali-khan With tins 
Mcv,' alone, Karner-ed-dm-khan appointed one 
Merhamet-khan to the command of the district of 
Saharenpoor, v. jth orders to eonfi'-eatc the lands and 
tst lies held b-y Seif-cd*din Aii-1 ban and the otlnr 
dependants of Hu'sem Aii4 ban’s family. That 
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■w'lctcli having ai rived on the «!j30t, usurped by 
violence the posscssioiK of the most noble of men, 
and wanted to deprive Seif-ed-dm Ali-khan and 
Ins unfortunate relatives of the little which consti- 
tuted their subsistence Reduced to the last 
extremity, they acted accoidmg to the proverb, 
“ Desj)air knows no laws,’ and rising m their own 
defence, they deprived their oppiessor of life 
This act was keenly icsented by the ve7ii and his 
brother Armi-ullah-khan Those men, who had 
put up patiently with Tan-nesar-khan’s death, vdio 
had suflered a miscreant Hindu to take possession 
of a Mussulman’s wile and family, who had so 
little sense of* honour and shame as not to punish 
such enormities , those very men now looked upon 
this act of desperation, and the killing of Merhamet- 
khan by a Seid’s hand, to be a flagitious act, that 
concerned the honour of the government, and le- 
flected upon the pure character of its iimnaculate 
ministers, so that nothing now could expiate such 
an enormity, but the blood of an illustrious Seid, 
and the murder of a whole family of needy people 
The expedition was thought of importance enough 
to require the presence of that second Abu Sufian,* 
his o^vn brother, Azim-ullah-khan, who with the 
remains of the army of Damascus, that is, with a 

* Abu Sufian, the unde of the prophet Mahomed, av as his 
greatest and most determined enemy ' 

2 D 2 
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body of Turames under his command, and a body 
of Afghans under that of Ali-Mahomed-khan Ho- 
hilla, joined by the troops of Fend-ed>dm-khan 
and Azmet-ullah-khan, sheikh-zadas* of Lucknow, 
marched to destroy Seif-ed-dm Ali-khan and all 
the noble Seids of Barha ' Tlhose wretches, ani- 
mated by a diabolical spint of revenge, having 
arnved in that country, ranged their troops in 
order of battle , and Seif-ed-dm Ali-khan putting 
himself at the head of his dependants and kinsmen, 
both parties advanced against each other The 
injured Seid resolved to defend his honour, life, 
and property to the last extremity he was greatly 
inferior to his enemies in numbers, and destitute of 
artillery, nevertheless, he derived so much strength 
from despair, that he repulsed Azim-ullah-khau, 
and made him give ground , he was even on the 
point of sending this wretch with his miscreant 
bands to their destined abode m the regions of hell, 
when another army of accursed Rohilla Afghans 
made its appearance on the Seid’s > flank, and 
pouied on it such a violent discharge of musketry 
and rockets as caused all those brave men, with 
their lord at their head, to sip of the cup of mar- 
tyrdom. After this the enemy advanced to Jan- 
sitah, a to^vn where that unfortunate nobleman 

* Literally, the sons of holy men , but m th is case it alludes 
to certam saints of Lucknow 
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had taken up his residence, owing to its having 
been built and peopled by his illustrious ancestois 
There, abandoning themselves to licentiousness, 
they sacked the houses of those illustrious person- 
ages , nor "VN ere they restrained from laying their 
projihanc hands upon those chaste Seidany ma- 
trons, who had ne\ cr set foot on a pavement, nor 
exposed their faces to the open air That dei oted 
town became for 'jonie days an image of the last 
day the cries and lamentations that incessantly 
rent the air, and the screams that rose from those 
desolated habitations, found their w’ay to the i^ult 
of heaven It is reported by jiersons worthy of 
credit, that for seieial days together after tlie per- 
petration of these enormities, such an uncommon 
redness overspread tlie horizon morning and even- 
ing, that it seemed as if the canopy of heaven had 
been steeped in the blood of those unfortunate 
people, or as if the firmament shed tears of blood 
for the fate of those afflicted wmmen These vio- 
lences exercised upon Seids, and the subsequent 
redness of the horizon, gave room to conjectures 
among persons well versed in history, that this 
government would infallibly be afflicted by some 
dreadful calamity, as a punishment for the vezir’s 
cruelty, and as a chastisement for the enormities 
practised by the damnable Azim-ullah-khan on the 
descendants of the prophet for it is afflnned that 
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the calamities of great nations have frequently 
been preceded by such extraordinary appearances 
m the sky * 

At this time Khan Dowran’s power and influence 
were paramount, but by a strange fatality he was 
unfortunate in all he took in ‘hand : such was the 
fate of his treaty with the Mahrattas He was, 
however, highly culpable in conmvmg at the pe- 
culations of the public money sent to Cabul, for 
the purpose of guarding the narrow passes and 
defiles of that province He bestowed no attention 
to the complaints of the troops appointed to protect 
that mountainous province, w^hose numbers were 
reduced, and whose pay was m arrears It cannot 
be doubted; that to such conduct w^as owing the 
mighty calamity which Hmdoostan sufiered from 
the invasion of Nadir-shah for had he attended 
to the due’ payment of the mountaineers, destined 
to guard those difficult passes, and had he taken 
such precautions as the case required, it is probable 
that Nadir-shah would never have thought of en- 
tenng Hmdoostan, or if he had, that he would not 
have found those unexpected facihties which expe- 

The reader may easily imagine^ after this narrative, the zeal 
Tvith 'vvhich Mahomedans m general espouse the cause of per- 
sons, with wrhom they are connected by the common ties of 
religion. The author seems throughout his work to shew his 
deaded partiahty for the Shias, of which faith he must have 
'been himself 
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ditcd his march. Nasir-khan, the governor of 
Cabul, was a pious man, w'ho spent much of his 
time m lumting, or m devotion, and m reading the 
Koran He had never made the least remonstrance 
against the mimstei s wnthholdmg the sum of tw^elve 
lacks of rupees a-^^ eai , wdiich used to be sent for 
the gariisons of those parts The vallies and defiles 
of the proMiice, therefore, w'ere left unprotected, 
foi the guards being ill paid, abandoned their posts, 
and the gariisons being utterly neglected, invited 
invasion The roads and passes being left open, 
eveiyonc passed and repassed unobserved , neither 
king nor minister had any intelligence 

It is singular, that the princes of the illustnous 
house of Sefy never had occasion to apply to the 
emperors of Hmdoostan for assistance, while, on the 
contrary, the emperors of Hmdoostan, such as Baber 
and Humaiun, sought refuge in the courts of the 
immortal Shah Ismail, and of bis nrtuous son Shab 
Tahmasp, by whom they were cherished and as- 
sisted m the recovery of their doniiinons Never- 
theless it is notonous, that the emperors of the 
Sefeinan race, although m no^vlse influenced by 
necessity, maintained by embassies of congratu- 
lation a friendly intercourse with tlie emperors of 
of Dehli, thereby exhibiting proofs of them cour- 
tesy So uncivil, however, was the court of Shah- 
jehanabad under Mahomed-shah, and so matten- 
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tive to those marks of etiquette, that it seemed on 
that scoie quite insensible to those forms, on the 
termination of the civil wars m Persia, and on the 
accession of Shah Tahmasp the second After ex- 
pelling the Afghan invaders, Mahomed-shah, so 
far from evincing any becoming interest in that 
event by sending a congratulatory mission, opened 
a friendly correspondence with Sultan Perveez, 
although Perveez’s son had never made any scruple 
of invading Multan, and submitting every thing to 
fire and sword, during the short time his family 
kept possession of Candahar Now it is certain that 
Shah Tahmasp, after secunng to himself Ispahan 
and destroying the Afghan power, deputed a noble- 
man to the court of Dehli with an account of these 
events, and v/ith letter^ stating, that those perfi- 
dious mountaineers having, been chastised accord- 
ing to their deserts, and; driven out of Iran, had no 
place of refuge but the empire of Hindoostan,, that 
it was therefore incumbent qpon the Hindoostany 
court to refuse protection to those miscreants 
withm its temtones , However, neither the letter 
nor the embassy were noticed, but after some time 
an ambiguous answer was returned by the same 
ambassador On the accession of Abbas-mirza 
to the throne of Iran, another embassy was- sent 
from that court into Hindoostan , and this minister 
too, after a lapse of time, was dismissed with a 
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letter full of words that meant nothing Another 
en\oy armed from the same quarter on Nadir- 
■^hah’s being firmly established on the throne He 
w as a Kezil-bash of high character and noble birth, 
but liaMiig been plundered by banditti on the road. 
It \\as not without difficulty and many entreaties, 
that he recovered c\en his cicdentials, and these 
pro\ ed to be a letter for Saadet-khan and one for 
I\Iahomed-shah He performed his journey to 
Dehli M ith difficulty, and delivered his letters, but 
without having the means to return home, nor 
did IMalioined-shah or any of Ins ministers attend 
to his distress They wondered at so many envoys 
coming from Iran , but were surprised to hear 
that Hussein-khan Afghan had taken possession of 
Candahar, Avhere he was crowned, and from 
%\ hence he made incursions into Multan The 
king now sent for Nizam-ul-mulk from the Deckan, 
intending to avail himself, in case of need, of the 
abilities of that general, ho had served Moth dis- 
tinction under Aurengzib, and passed for an old 
wolf that had seen much bad weather, and who 
had much experience in the ways of the world 
The ministers kept him at court, although he wanted 
to return to the Deckan, and they were resolved 
to put his abilities and his experience to the test, 
should any untoward emergency take place About 
this time, Nadu -shah had advanced as far as Can- 
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dnlmr, to \\hicli he hud ‘;icgc ; and from thence he 
deputed Mahnmod-klian Turcoman, miiIj a repe- 
tition of lu'i former complaint rc^pvrding the Afghan*;. 
The cinoy liaMugarrncd at the capital, deliicrcd 
his letter, and was desired to wail, but without 
obtaining a positnc answer, although he iii'^istcd 
upon his departure The ministers were iindccKlcd 
amongst theinsehcs as to the purport of the answer 
to be sent, and cien about what st\lc and title 
should be gi\en to Nadir-sliah. Tlic\ thought it 
a piece of good polic} to dcla\ the ambassador’s 
return, and waited to see whether the Afghan 
Hussein-khan, after Inning defeated Nadir-shah's 
forces before Candahar, would not so far w'caken 
that prince ns to reduce Ins power to nothing, w hen 
there w ould not be anj occasion to w rite an answ cr 
at all Mcanw bile, the siege of Candahar being 
conicrtcd into along blockade, and Ins ambassador 
I\Ialiomcd-khan not making his appcainnce, Nadir- 
shah w rote him a letter and sent it by a few horse- 
men, mquinng the reason of so much delay, and 
requiniig him to return speedily w ith an answ'cr. 
3ut he continued to be detained under a i ancty of 
pretences, wutliout being able to obtain anj reply 
at all. The blockade of Candahar being protracted, 
Nadir-shali ordeicd a town to be built oi or against 
it, wduch he called Nadir-abad From thence the 
siege was renew'ed, and a body of Kczil-bashcs 
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escalading: the walls, put the Afghans to the sword 
and look the fortress, togctlicr with Ilussein-khan, 
^^llo M-as sent to end Jus days in a fortress in Ma- 
/indeinn 

It niu'^t be obser\ ed, that since the signal defeat 
sustained by tlie Afghans at Shiraz in Iran, that 
body had led a wandering life without a leader, in- 
somuch that most of them, haid pressed by their 
enemies, had come to Ilmdoostan, where they be- 
came husbandmen m some parts, and soldiers m 
others, settling themsehes m scieral provinces of 
the cmjurc, where they became incorporated •\\nth 
the inhabitants Ah Mahomed-khan Rohilla was 
one of these settlers In the battle against Seif- 
cd-dm All-khan, he had lendered an important 
ser\ ice to Azim-ullah-klian, which had recom- 
mended him to the notice and favour of the vezir 
Kamer-ed-dm-khan, who gave him m free gift 
some crown lands This person, although only 
the adopted son of an Afghan, being originally a 
Hindu herdsman, proved himself a man of courage 
and abihties, and ha^^ng taken into his service and 
assembled about Ins person those bands of Afghans 
that were continually flying from Candahar, he 
foimed them into an army, and by their means 
spread his authority m the countnes contiguous to 
his jaghire lands, such as Anowlah, Sumbul, 
Moradabad, Bedam, Bereily, and some other 
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places of winch he took possession From the 
above account, it will appear that the requisition 
made to Mahomed-shah by Nadir-shah for shut- 
ting the passages of Cabul, so as to prevent the 
Afghans from entenng India, was in fact out of 
his power, for the gamsons had been long ne- 
glected, the customary remittances m money from 
the capital suppressed,' and the guards of the 
passes withdrawn , and moreover, the governor of 
Cabul resided at Lahore Where were the means, 
therefore, of restraining those troops of Afghan 
banditti that were continually passing and repass- 
ing, even if the emperor had wished to do so and 
how much more unlikely was it that a set of minis- 
ters who, with such a man as Nadir-shah at their 
elbows for years together, had paid no attention to 
his motions, should now trouble themselves about 
the movement of a few Afghan' freebooters ^ 
Nadir-shah, after the capture of Candahar, or- 
dered that fortress to be destroyed, and its inhabi- 
tants to be transported to Nadir-abad , and from 
thence he marched towards Ghizny and Cabul On 
his way thither he sent this message to the governor 
of the latter place . “ Know, that I have no business 
with Mahomed-shah’s dominions , but as these fron- 
tiers are an inexhaustable mme of Afghans, a num- 
ber of whom have joined him as well as you, I "wish 
only to destroy that race ; be therefore under no 
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concern for yourself, but make every thing ready 
to recene me as youi guest ” After this message, 
Nadii-<5hah ad\anced and encamped under the 
\\ alk of Cabul On the battlements the Cabulies, 
with the goieinoi at their head, appeared in 
great numbers, ready to defend themselves, with- 
out paying any regard to the message sent them , 
but upon a body of Kezil-bashes being ordered to 
escalade the alls and to undermine the fortifica- 
tion*;, the citizens called out for terms, which being 
granted, they came out of the gates and surrendered 
the fortress, acknowledging themselves his sub- 
jects Intelligence coming at the same time, that 
several bodies of Afghans were lurking m the 
mountains, some troops were sent to dislodge them, 
and many of tliose mountaineers were put to the 
sword Still no news coming from Mahomed- 
khan Tui coman, the envoy of Nadir-shah, he made 
choice of a certain number of respectable persons 
of Cabul, and sent them to wait on Mahomed- 
shah The envoys proceeded by the route of 
Lahore to Dehli, where they executed their com- 
mission, but where none chose either to listen to or 
to comprehend the nature of their communications 
It is reported by persons of veracity and credit 
who were in Dehli at the time, that whenever any 
person who came from the west opened their 
mouths and mentioned any thing about Nadir- 
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shall, Khan Dowran turned it into ridicule, and 
used to observe that the houses of Dehli had very 
lofty roofs, from which the citizens might see 
Nadir-shah and his Moguls from afar, whenever 
they chose Khan Dowran and his fnends looked 
upon the embassy of the Cabulies as a thing con- 
tnved by the vezir Nizam-ul-mulk and the Turany 
party at court, and especially by Zakanah-khan 
the viceroy of Cabul, a relation of the vezir Nadir- 
shah, tired out by the repeated miscarriage of' his 
envoys, despatched another messenger from Cabul 
under the escort of ten troopers Having amved 
at Jelalabad, they no sooner alighted than they 
were beset by a mob that assembled about them, 
and were slam, after having been first disarmed, 
none escaping but one, who found his way back to 
Cabul There he gave an account of what had 
passed to Nadir-shah, who had been already full 
seven months in this province On heanng of the 
affair of J elalabad, he lost all patience, and march- 
ing thither, he surrounded it on all sides, and 
ordered all the inhabitants to be massacred It is 
a certam fact that honorary dresses had been sent 
from the court of Dehli to reward those concerned 
in the murder of those ten imen, and nothing pre- 
vented their being worn by the perpetrators but 
the vengeance that ensued On the first intelli- 
gence of Nadir-shah’s havmg entered the province 
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of Calml. Khnt^ Dow ran and Ni7am-nl-innlk were 
ordered lo niaielt (nit to opj)n«e linn . but tlle^ con- 
tented tlieni''el\e'' willi wa‘^tlll^I then lime in tlic 
cit\, nitet ''preadinir reports of then intention to 
piocced, which thev thoin^lit a jiicce of icri, ic- 
fiiud pobe\ ^adlr-shah liaMiij; sacked Jclnlabad, 
niarclied to P(sha\er, in the cinirons of which 
] 1 lacehe^^as eiuountcicd In Nasn-khan, go\crnor 
of Cabiil, who haMii" joined to what troops he 
could nnister a bod\ of Afghans, \\as prcpaied to 
make a stand in a certain narrow ^allc^, which he 
imagined he had lendcrcd impregnable. Nadir- 
shah hearing of his preparations, sent him this 
short nicss.iee “ I inform ^oll that I shall be on 
such a da\ m such a place, from whence you will 
do well to retire until I ln\e jiasscd ” The mes- 
sage produced no cflcct On that \cry day Nadir- 
sliali appeared, and put to the sw'ord e^er)’^ one 
that attempted to stand before him, wdiethcr Indian 
or Afghan Nasir-khan himself was w'ounded, 
and fell a prisoner into the hands of the Kezil- 
bashes On his informing them wdio he w^as, they 
carried him to Nadir-shah, who m a few days aftei 
sent for him, and honoured him wnth a dress. 
From Pesha\er that prince advanced to Attock, 
wdiich river he crossed in boats, and entered the 
territory of jMultan, the cajntal of which is Lahore 
This unfortunate country already exhibited a scene 
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of woeful confusion Several thousand banditti, 
a\'ailing themselves of the weakness of the govern- 
ment, coalesced, and forming into t%\o opposite 
parties, waged war amongst themselves, and put 
under contribution se\eral of the best distncb; 
On the approach of Nadir-shah, Zakanah-khan, the 
impenal go^ emor, confident in the conduct of the 
troops he commanded, and of the artillery which 
he could bnng into the field, came out of Lahore, 
and having chosen an advantageous post on the 
Ra^T^j the n\ er that washes that city, he prepared 
for action But fools know nothing of war or 
peace, except when it is conducted at their own 
expense Kadir-shah, on descrying that multitude 
of Indians huddled together, spurred his horse into 
the water, and -svith the few Kezil-bashes that were 
at hand pushed on to the opposite side, where he 
put to rout the foremost of those that seemed the 
best mounted The remainder seeing this havock, 
fled in disorder, and the governor joining them, 
they took shelter within the walls of the city, 
whilst Nadir-shah encamped close to them 
Zakanah-khan, now sensible of his error, pro- 
posed to surrender the place , and the offer bemg 
accepted, he came out, paid his respects, and 
received a dress of honour. From Lahore Nadir- 
shah proceeded direct to Dehli, from which city 
Mahomed-shah had likewise moved out ■\^nth his 
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M lioJo c<)ur( .111(1 a niimcioii'; aimy, but he marched 
''() ‘'lowh, ili.it in tMo months time lie had only 
.uh.iiu'cd lo Ktrnal, a (o\mi situated at the head 
of the can.il made by Alla Vcidi-khan. Tliii 
jihicc IS )ust foul da^s’ journey from the capital 
Here he enc.impctl, and h.ivmg' oidered a numeious 
nrliller\ to be jilaccd lound the camp, he caused 
the ^Min" to be made f.ist to each othei by ehains 
iV.ulii-'^li.ih, on his maich from Lahore, had on two 
oi throe occasions sent .i message to Mahomed- 
sliali, .uherting lo the embassy of Mahomed-khan 
Tuiconi.in to Ins couit. To .ill of these messages 
no answeis \\crc rctuiiicd, noi ^\as the ambassador 
hiinsell siiflercd to dcp.irt , hc^^as kept m camp, 
^Mlhout .iny one being able to guess what might 
be the intent of such a strange pioceedmg Khan 
Dowran had long ago wiittcn to llaja Jye-smg 
Seiai, .ind to scicral othci powerful lajas On the 
laloiii and prowess of the Rajputs that minister 
reposed the highest confidence, and he calculated 
on their assistance as certain blit this resource 
failed him, for every Hindu prince amused the 
minister wath fiivoloiis pretences, and kept at home 
The emperor and his wdiole court expected watli 
impatience the ariival of Saadet-khan 

It IS most stiange, that although Nadir-shah was 
now so very near, and his aimy so numeious, yet 
not a man, public or private, in the Ilmdoostany 
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army, knew foi certain where he was Tlie first 
certain intelligence received was from the grass- 
cutters and other camp-followers, who, going out 
at about eleven m the morning for the purpose of 
bringing in forage and other necessanes, had been 
cut off by some detached troops of the enemy 
They returned wounded into the lines, which they 
filled with consternation and dismay The whole 
camp was m a tumult m an instant , a general 
panic seemed to have seized every one, and all 
anxiously expected the amval of Saadet-klian. At 
last news came that he was at hand, and on Wed- 
nesday the fifteenth of Zilcad, m the year 1150, 
Khan Dowran advanced out of camp to meet him, 
and having embiaced him, brought him to the 
empeior He was received with distinguished 
marks of favour and attention, and ordered to en- 
camp close to Khan Dowran’s troops That geneial 
repainng to the spot, was waiting for his baggage, 
when news was brought that it had been attacked 
by some of Nadir-shah’s light troops, which were 
now plundenng it Saadet-khan sent Khan Dow- 
ran notice, that he could not avoid going to assist 
his people actually engaged with the enemy, and 
he immediately proceeded to the spot Meanwhile 
this message having been imparted by Khan 
Dowran to the emperor, and by him to Nizam-ul- 
mulk, the latter answered, “ that it was already 
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llircc in (he afternoon , that Saadet-khan’s people 
nuist he exhausted by the length of then march, 
and (hat it ^^as mncasonablc to expect them to 
fight that day Let Ins majesty (added he), issue 
Ins commands to that gcncial to restrain Ins eager- 
ness foi a few liours until to-moi row moining, when 
the ^\ hole army being assembled m battle-array, 
Mith arlillciy m the fiont, may engage the enemy, 
and under Ins majesty’s auspices obtain a glorious 
Mc(or\ ” This answer being rcpoited to Khan 
Dowran, the latter asenbed it to jealousy on the 
partof Ni/am-ul-mulk, and he returned foranswei, 
that Saadet-khan was alrcad)’^ far off, and must 
undoubtedly be actuallj'^ engaged with the enemy, 
that It M oiild be ungenerous indeed and dastardly, 
to sutler so brave an officer to be exposed alone to 
the whole force of the enemy “ Let others do as 
they please (said he), foi my part I shall go and 
support Saadet-khan ” On these words, imme- 
diately mounting Ins elephant, which was standing 
m readiness, he marched foi ward, being followed 
by Ins o\ra troops and by some light artillery 
There lemamed only two or three hours of daylight 
when he arrived on the field of battle, where he 
took his post on Saadet-khan’s flank, at about one 
mile distance from him Nadii-shah on seeing his 
pickets engaged, left part of his army foi the pro- 
tection of his camp, and marching out with the 
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main body, found his lioops diawn iiji in Unco 
divisions. Keeping one divi.sion will himself, ho 
oidcicd the two olhois to engage the two rndiim 
gcnci als. The biave Kezil-baslics spuiniig on (heir 
hoises, ruslicd upon the Indians, and m two hours 
did so much execution, that the tioops of those 
two divisions were thrown into the utmost disorder, 
and fled, especially those of Khan Dowian, who 
lost the biavcst and most distinguished of his 
ofliccis. Amongst these were his bi other MuzatTci- 
Ivlian, his eldest son Ah ITamcd-khan, Shalizad- 
Khan, Yadgai-khan, with BInza Akil-bcg, and most 
of the men of Ins coips, as also Blir Gooloo, the 
son of Bln Blusinef, and Ratan-chand, the son of 
Ra) Khoshall-chand Khan Dowian himself being 
scvcicly wounded, fell senseless, and was oanied 
away by a few fi lends, who m the dusk of the 
evening anivcd m tlic army, where m confoimily 
with that discipline so conspicuous m the camp of 
the ciTijicroi s of Ilmdooslan,* tlicy found nothing of 
Khan Dowian’s encampment, and not even a tice 
to atlbid that ministci slicltei. Ills ticasuie, fur- 
niture, tents, equipage, lioiscs, and cattle, had been 
jilundcred by the Ilindoostanies and his own jieojile. 
At last a small lent was sent by some poison, and 
Khan Dowran was .stretched at his length iijion 

* TIuh im II otiiony <»f llu> imllior n^niDHl the nlovenly 
cmiips o( tlio Indmni, 
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the giound, Mhcrc the \czii Kamcr-ctl*clin-khan 
and Ni/am-ul-niulk, togclhci with the piincipal 
eunuch*? of In*' nia)Cb<lv *^ seiagliOj came to \ isit and 
condole M ith him on his inisfoitnnc Khan Dowran, 
mIio had no\\ come to himself, opened his eyes 
with diHicult\, and feeling that his wmunds w'eie 
mortal, said “As to me, I am a dead man, but take 
\c caio of \our owm concerns , bcw^aie of allowing 
the cmpcior to Msit Nadii-shali, and bcwMie ol 
letting Nadii-sliah proceed to the citj', avcit that 
calamilx at ain price, and induce him to go back 
by c\ci} means m -^oui powci ” Alter hearing 
these w’oids, and conferring a little togthcr, the 
lv\ o chiefs returned to their tents, and Khan Dow'ian 
died on the nineteenth of the same month 

^Icanwhilc Saadet-khan was still in the field. 
I'hose of his men who had escaped the slaughter 
formed into a body, and sniioiinded him on all 
sides, w hen the Kezil-bashes made a severe attack 
One of them, wdio w as a young Tuik of Nishapooi, 
and a fowaisman of Saadet-khan, having forced liis 
jiassage, stood mticpidly bcfoie him, wdiilst the 
kittei w’as shootine: his arrow’^s on all sides, and 
called out to him, “ Mahomed-amin, against wdiom 
ait thou fighting, and on wdiat soldieis dost thou 
rely’ Ait thou mad Saying this, he fixed his 
spcai m thegionnd, alighted, and making his horse 
last lo^ It, he got hold of one of the elephant s 
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ropes, and mounted into the hosvdah, where he 
presented a poignard to Saadet-khan’s throat, who 
was made prisoner, and carried to Kadu'-shah. 
That pnnce spoke a few words to him, and treated 
him \snth much kindness , hut on its growing dark 
he quitted the field of battle, and retired to his 
camp Saadet-khan being now informed of Khan 
Dowran’s death, conceived that this was a favour- 
able moment for succeeding to that nobleman’s 
station of Amir-ul-omrah, which he had always 
in view , and m order to recommend himself to 
klahomed-shah, he made a merit of openmg a 
negociation with Kadir-shah. The latter prince 
agreed to conclude a peace, and to go back to his 
dominions, on receiving two crores of rupees , and 
it was stipulated, that as soon as Nizam-ul-mulk 
should come and provide for the payment of that 
sum, Nadir-shah’s sabre would be returned into 
the scabbard. This piece of good news was an- 
nounced by Saadet-khan to the emperor and to 
Nizam-ul-raulk The former, satisfied viuth the 
turn afiairs had taken, at a time when both he 
and Nizam-ul-mulk had given themselves up to 
despair, was at no loss how to act He imme- 
diately dispatched Nizam-ul-mulk with full powers 
to conclude a treaty to that efiect. The latter 
having arnved m Nadir-shah’s camp, was intro- 
duced through Saadet-khan’s mediation, where he 
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promised to pay the two ciores ,* after which, he 
leturned m high spiiits to his master, to whom he 
took caie to exhibit m the faiiest point of new 
his own zealous conduct throughout this nego- 
ciation The emperor loaded Nizam-ul-mulk nutli 
encomiums and favours, and coiifeired on him as 
his reward, tlie office of Amir-ul-omrah That 
monarch, who had hitlierto been agitated with 
fears foi both his life and crown, now felt it in- 
cumbent on him to comply with this general’s 
ambitious demand, and to keep him in humoui 
On the next day (the twentieth of Zilcad), the 
king pioceeded at daybieak to the Persian camp, 
according to Nizam-ul-mulk’s advice On his ap- 
proach, Nasi-ullah Miiza, the son of Nadii-shah, 
came out to meet him On the young pimce’s 
being descried at some distance, Mahomed-shali 
ordered the regal palankins to be set doMm, when 
he came forth and embraced him , aftei winch 
they pioceeded together to Nadir-shah’s head- 
quarters That monarch rose up, advanced to 
the end of the caipet, and embraced Mahomed- 
shah, after which he took him by the hand, cai ried 
him to his own mesned oi throne, made him sit on 
It with himself, and after hawng shemi him ever}"- 
mark of attention, he dismissed him nitli the 
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ulinost lionour * A*' soon <is llic cnijicror lia<l ‘■(I 

out for Ills own camp, Saadcl-klian hc.ird tli.il In 
had been supplanted m the dignity of Armr-nl- 
omrah, and that Ni/am-ul-inulK had been une‘'t( d 
with it Tins piece of intelligciuc thrcM him into 
an agony of jiasMon, and abandoning himself onl) 
to hi*' indignation, he waited on Nadir-sliah. to 
whom he represented, that no one in the Hindoo'^- 
tany camp bad so much pov.er as Ni/^am-ul- 
mullv, and none so much talent for public biisi- 
ness “What mighty matter,’* said lie, “ is a 
sum of two crorcs of rupees, lliat }oiir maje^t\ 
should think of quitting India for so small .i con- 
sideration , tMo crores in this eountr}' are a sum 
that I myself can afiord to pa\ , out of inj ov.m 
private fortune, but immense riches ma\ be li.id 
from the emperor’s camp, from his jialaee, from 
those of his grandees, and from the bankers, and 
merchants of the capital, provided only th.it joit 
proceed to the capital, vvhieli is only forty eoss 
from hence ” Nadir-shali’s eyes being ojiened b\ 
this speech, he vvrote a note m his own hand 
to Nizam-ul-mulk, commanding his attendance 
The latter, relying on the faith of the treaty 
concluded, and on Nadir-shah’s word, went with- 

^Thc^^hol(* of tliiR certTnonj ]>ro\ch lint X ulir-s’) i(i irtaUtl 
tijc, empenjr ol Dclili on Unns of jicrlttl ((jn.iliU 
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nut lic'Jitation Being nitroducccl to tlic pre- 
•'ence, he reccnccl orders to return m the even- 
ing, and to l)nng Mnhoincd-shah ^\Ith him to a 
second intenicw Ni/am-ul-mulk represented that 
such Mere not the terms of the treaty but 
he was answered, that the treat) would not be 
broken b^ such a step '* I ha\c,” said that prince, 
“ no design against Mahomed-shah’s empire, neither 
asjamst his life noi his honour, only it is proper 
that I should sec him again ’ Such being iS'adn- 
shah s jjlcasurc, this message was transmitted by 
i\i/am-ul-nnillv to his mastci, who jicldmg to 
circumstances w Inch he could notcontiol, was fam 
tocomjih and taking with him Amir-khan and 
Isack-khan, with a few pikemen and some ser- 
^ants, he proceeded to the Persian camp Find- 
ing that his nobles and militai)' chiefs, with his 
whole household, w'ere bent on following him, he 
stojijied and obliged them to go back On his 
arrival he w\as desired to alurht at a tent that had 
been pitched for him, and soon afiei he received 
a messacre dcsiruiGf him to send for the ladies of his 
family, for all his household, and camp equipage 
and furniture, and likewise for his councillors and 
officers of state, in ordei that he might be at his 
case while m the Persian camp Tins message 
vv^as followed by an older sent and published in 
the Hmdoostany camp, giving leave to everyone to 
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remain where he was or to return to Dehli. Most 
persons adopted the latter alternative Mahomed- 
shah having sent for his family and household, and 
for his other officei s, an order was lirought by an 
executive officer to Kamer-ed-dm-khan vezir, com- 
manding his attendance. A little before this, 
Saadet-khan, m company with Tahmasp-khan J e- 
lair, an officer who commanded the corps of that 
name, had gone to the capital with an order from 
the conqueror, and another from Mahomed-shah, 
enjoining Lutf-ullah-khan Sadik, the deputy go- 
vernor of the city, to open the gates of the citadel, 
and to deliver over every thing and every office to 
those two nobles After their departure, Nadir- 
shah himself approached the capital in company 
with Mahomed-shah. As for the Hindoostany 
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army, most of the men on hearing of the emperor’s 
detention, and of the vezn ’s departure, took fright 
and dispersed Many were attacked, and eithei 
killed or plundered by the enemy’s parties that 
were marauding, many more by the peasantry 
who rose every where upon them On the eighth 
of Zilhij, in the year 1150, Maliomed-shah entered 
the city, and went to the citadel, two days aftei 
which Nadir-shah followed and took up his quar- 
ters there also Mahomed-shah occupied his old 
apartments, attended by all the nobles of his court 
and all his household, who resumed their abodes 
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in Ihc quarter-:: to whicli they were accustomed 
On the tenth of the month, which was the day of 
the Korban (or ‘jacrifice), the khutbah was recited 
111 the principal mosque for Nadir-shali , on the 
next dav a report was spread that lie was no more 
Some ‘:.ud that he had died a natural death, and 
others, as if to ‘screen i\Iahomed-shah, said that he 
had been killed by a Calniuc woman of Ins own 
camp The report of Ins death, winch ran through- 
out the city, was belicNed in an hour’s time, al- 
though Nadir-shah was aln c and well m the citadel, 
the gates of Inch \\ ere open day and night Some 
of the Persian troops were encamped before the 
gates , many had taken up their lodgings m dif- 
ferent parts of the city , others were encamped on 
an open plain situated betwixt the city and the 
rncr Hardly had this false nimour obtained cur- 
rency, tlian armed bodies of Hmdoostanies made 
their appearance in the piincipal streets, putting 
to the sword the Persians wherever they could lay 
their hands upon them , and as the latter, unin- 
formed of the report, and unacquainted with the 
language of the countiy, were roving about by 
twos and threes without suspicion, many of them 
fell victims Night came on, and it was expected 
that the tumult would subside, but it seemed to 
gam more force Nadu -shah, informed of these 

events, ordered his men to assemble, but to re- 
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main quiet, armed and ready to repel force by 
force if attacked It is a remarkable fact that 
of so many Indian nobles lodged or stationed 
throughout the city, not one of them took the 
trouble to move or to attempt to appease the 
tumult , nay, some of them who had taken from 
Ivadir-shah a number of Persians as safeguards 
for their families and houses, suffered these guards 
to be killed m those very houses, or massacred 
them themsehes, insomuch that although in the 
engagement at Kemal there were no more than 
three men slam and twenty wounded m the 
Persian army, this insurrection cost Nadir-shah 
more than se^ en hundred men At daybreak, the 
sedition raged v. ith greater fury than ever, Kadir- 
shah mounted his horse, and came out of the 
citadel ^^'lth the mtention of appeasing it , but on 
perceiving the slaughter that had been made of 
his people, he ordered them to retaliate on the 
inhabitants , and as the bodies of cavalry and in- 
fantry left his camp for that purpose, be directed 
them not to leave a soul alne wherever they 
should discover the body of a murdered Persian 
In an instant the foreign soldiers entered the 
houses, and commenced a cruel slaughter. They 
not only plundered the people’s propert}’-, but 
earned away their AM\es and daughters Tfum- 
ber<i of houses %\ere set on fire and destroyed. 
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dominions, he contented himself with severing 
from the empire of Hindoostan, and adding to his 
own, the whole of the province of Sind and Cabul, 
with some districts of Penjab, that had always 
been set apart for the pay of the garrison of Ca- 
bul The empire of Hindoostan he restored to 
Mahomed'Shah. On his departure, Nadir-shah 
received from Mahomed-shah a sumptuous enter- 
tainment , on which occasion he appointed a 
number of the nobles of his court to wait at table 
The duty of Amir-khan was to present the coffee, 
on pounng out which, in presence of the two 
monarchs, it occurred to him, that if he did not 
present the first cup to Mahomed-shah, his own 
sovereign, such a neglect would be construed into 
a want of respect, and would, besides, excite 
suspicion m his master’s mind , and if he did, 
such a preference, under existing ciicumstances, 
might give offence to Nadir-shah, a sanguinary 
piince, whose resentment no one could incur 
with safety At last he filled a cup, and put- 
ting it into the hands of Mahomed-shah, he said. 
Your servant is too inconsiderable to present 
a cup of coffee to the king of kings , let your 
majesty, who are my master, and his brother, pre- 
sent it yourself.” The two monarchs, pleased with 
the ingenuity of this expedient, loaded him with 
encomiums, and his conduct was applauded both 
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ullah-khan, nephew of Nizam-nl-inulk, those of 
Karaol Begy. On the eighth of the month Rebi- 
el-awel, the elephant-office was bestowed on Hadi 
All-khan, the brother of Amir-khan and Selabet- 
khan, the son of Saadet-khan, was made com- 
mander of the Ahedy guards, as was Amir-khan of 
the Alla-shahies ^ The post-office and the gazette 
office were bestowed on the physician Maasum 
All-khan On the seventeenth of Shaban, the dig- 
nity of the mahi or fish was bestowed on Isack- 
khan, as well as on Selabet-khan , and Saad-ed- 
din-khan was placed at the head of the office for 
registenug patents and titles 

After these promotions, the emperor turned his 
thoughts towards his personal affairs He had 
long harboured suspicions against Kamer-ed-din- 
khan and Nizam-ul-mulk, and against all the Tu- 
ranies m general , nor had these feelings been 
removed by their conduct during Nadir-sbah’s in- 
vasion He resolved, therefore, to weciken their 
power, though he was fearful to act openly The 
persons on whom he confided were Amir-khan and 
Isack-khan, whom he consulted as to the line he 
ought to pursue Amir-khan, who to acute discern- 
ment added great determination, was for acting 
openly, and for instantly removing Kamer-ed-dm- 
khan from the ministry*. The emperor seemed 
The Ahedy and AUa-shahies were household troops 
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resoh ed to do so, and said he waited only for the 
departure of Nizain-iil-miilk to his government m 
the Dcckan , and the latter was desirous of retirmsr 
thither, in consequence of the troubles occasioned 
in that quarter o\Mng to Nadir-shah's invasion, 
and ^^hlch had ennced themsehes under his son 
Nasir-jcng Fearful that these disorders might 
sub\ ert his authority m the south, Nizam-ul-mulk 
transferred his office at court to his eldest son, 
Ghazi-cd-din-khan, who ^^as also son-m-law to 
Kanier-ed-dm-khan On his departure, the empe- 
ror sent the commission of vezir privately to Amir- 
khan, and that nobleman baling commenced to 
act, made remarks openly on the measures of 
Kamer-ed-dm-khan, equally unbecoming the dig- 
nity and station of both The latter, on being 
informed of his supersession, wrote to Nizam-ul- 
mulk, who ims still encamped m the vicinity of 
the city, and asked ivhat he thought ought to be 
done The viceroy returned for answer, that it 
would be highly indecent to resist his sovereign’s 
will, or to oppose his pleasure , he advised him to 
do nothing more, than to ask leave to quit court 
and accompany him to the Deckan On this the 
A ezu addressed a letter to the emperor in these 
terms : “ Your faithful servant is not conscious of 
hanng been guilty of misconduct , but as a great 
alteration has taken place m your majesty’s beha- 
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viour, arising possibly out of the suggestions of 
interested persons, your faithful servant, equally 
incapable of ingratitude or disobedience, begs per- 
mission to proceed to the Deckan ^^^th Nizam-ul- 
mulk; and requests your majesty will therefore 
transfer his office mto the hands of a more favoured 
subject ’ Kamer-ed-dm-khan having fo^^^arded 
this letter, proceeded to Nizam-ul-mulk"s encamp- 
ment, and took up his abode under tents The 
emperor, whoUy devoid of firmness, was confounded , 
sent both for Amir-khan and Isack-klian,'and con- 
sulted them on the posture of affairs The former 
made the same answer which he had done some 
days before. The emperor said nothing, and that 
nobleman for the present took leave After his 
departure, the emperor asked Isack-khan his opi- 
nion, and conjured him by every thing sacred, as 
he valued his sovereign’s favour, to speak out, and 
without resen^e Tsack-khan, who owed his pre- 
ferment to his brother Amm-khan, and had pro- 
mised that nobleman that, in whatever circum- 
stances he might be placed, he would never give 
advice contrary to his opinion, declined answenng, 
and remamed silent The emperor astomshed at 
his reluctance, urged him with the most soothing 
entreaties to speak out. At length he rephed m 
these terms “ If I speak accordmg to the dictates 
of my conscience, I commit a breach of a solemn 
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the bare strength of the abilities of such men as 
we are, cannot, in the opinion of your faithful 
servant, be productive of good At the same time, 
whatcv'cr your majesty has determined is undoubt- 
edly founded on sound wisdom.” The emperor at 
these words was shaken in his late purpose, and re- 
solved to be again reconciled both to Nizam-ul- 
mulk and to Kamer-ed-dm-khan On the next 
day Amin-khan came to court as usual, and per- 
ceiving an alteration in the emperor’s reception of 
him, he with much surprise asked the reason. The 
emperor answered “ 1 have reflected on the late 
proceeding, and find I have been wrong to offend 
the Turany nobles, who are now the mam hinge upon 
which my affairs turn It appears to me important 
to the welfare of the empire, that they should be 
satisfied, and it is incumbent upon you likewise, as 
you value the character of a zealous faithful servant, 
to abstain henceforward from any thing that may 
create dissensions, or give them umbrage ” Amin- 
khan, sensible of the change that had taken place, 
liastencd out of towm, and going to Nizam-ul-mulk, 
made apologies both to him and to Kamcr-ed-dm- 
khan, begging of them both to explain their wishes, 
as he was prepared to meet them Nizam-ul-mulk, 
liaving pa‘'Scd many encomiums on Amin-khan’s 
good ^en‘'C, observed, that as some coolness had of 
late occurred bctw'ccii him and Kamcr-cd-diii- 
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klmn, he recommended that Amm-khan should 
repair for the present to Allahabad, which, added 
he, IS your go^e^nment Amm-khan promising to 
comply, took his leave , and having obtained the 
emperor's consent, quitted the capital, and en- 
camped in the neighbourhood, where having spent 
some time m providing field-equipage, and ap- 
pointing proper agents to act foi him at court m his 
absence, he continued his journey, whilst Isack- 
khan, who remained at the capital, acquired the 
highest ascendancy ovei the emperor’s mind, and 
became extremely respected botli by Nizam-ul- 
mulk and Kamer-ed-dm-khan Some other changes 
however, took place at court. Abul-mansur-khan, 
the son-m-law of the late Saadet-khan, who had 
been honoured with the government of Oude, re- 
paired to that city , Zakariah-khan was sufiered 
to remain in his government of Lahore and Multan, 
in which he had been confirmed by Nadir-shah 
His youngest son bore a high character for courage 
and talent, and dunng the expedition against the 
Afghan Nur Mahomed-khan Leily, had been ho- 
noured by Nadir-shah \vith the sirname of Shah 
Nevaz-khan, and was suffered to continue in the 
Penjab, where his pnncipal business was that of 
quieting the districts entrusted to him, and of 
mcreasing their revenues 

Shujah-khan, entitled Shuja-ed-doulah, viceroy 
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of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, departed this life 
about the tune -when Nadir-shah arnved at Dehli. 
It would be difficult to recount all the good quali- 
ties of that worthy man, or even to describe a few 
of them in this book ; for there was no man in his 
service whom he had not essentially obliged by 
some personal favour On finding his dissolution 
at hand, he made a present of two months’ salary 
to every person, civil and military, in his service ; 
rvithout excepting the domestics of his household, 
or even the women that attended as menial servants 
in his seraglio A few days before his death he 
sent to ask pardon from every one of them, entreat- 
ing their forgiveness if he had ever injured them 
His benevolence was such, that whoever had once 
chanced to form his acquaintance was sure of 
receiving some favour , and even some old women 
whom he had known at Boorhanpoor, the place of 
his nativity, experienced his munificence and re- 
ceived suitable pensions He was so impartial an 
observer of justice, that the poorest suitor m his 
presence was upon a footing with his son , and the 
timid sparrow, certain of finding in his bosom a 
shelter from the hawk’s pursuit, flew towards him 
with perfect reliance , so that people acquainted 

* This amiable feature is by no means uncommon among 
those Maliomcdans who have passed through a life of popularity 
among their people 
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Math history might have fancied they lived m the 
leign of Nushirvan He M^as so benevolent, that 
M henever a person possessing any capacity, or even 
the air and manneis of a gentleman, appeared m 
Moorshedabad, and he received information of Ins 
ai rival and of the object of his coming, he would 
wait three or foiii days until he heard of his having 
some friend, through whose application he gene- 
rally granted the whole or part of the stranger’s 
request. If he found that he had neither acquaint- 
ances nor friends, he would ask his courtiers if 
none of them knew any thing of the stranger “ I 
suppose not,” he M’^ould add, “ oi I should have 
received some application on his behalf” After 
these few M^ords, he gave time to some of those 
present to reply He has fiequently sent to en- 
quire regarding strangers himself, and would send 
M"oid to say that, since they had come so far, they 
ought to have given him notice, and paid him a 
visit , aftei this, if requisite, he has been knoMoi to 
send underhand a supply of money nor did any 
of his servants dare to extort presents on these 
occasions No such custom pi evaded in his house- 
hold as has taken so deep a root smce, and is now 
practised ei ery where, of the servants on carrying 
presents from their masters pestering the receivers 
for a gratuity, and in case of refusal being mso- 
lent This vile practice, from becoming common 
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among such low-minded people, has now spread 
amongst others of the better sort, who are not 
ashamed to imitate their example Such exactions 
never failed to come to the knowledge of Shujali- 
ed-doulah, and the guilty were sure of being 
dismissed the service, whilst the informer re- 
ceived a reward Hence such shameful habits 
were unknown in his household, but it is true 
that they were so handsomely paid that they need 
not have coveted what was bestowed on others, 
' and by living contented: and in ease, they were 
little inclined to risk their situations by disobedi- 
ence of his ordeib To every one of the officers m 
his service, whom he knew personally, he used to 
send trays full of exquisite food, to some daily, to 
others every other day, and to some twice a week, 
and whoever had once been complimented in this 
manner was certain of a continuance > nor is there 
an instance of its having ever been discontinued in 
any one case Of all those personally known to 
him he kept a memorandum-book made up of ivory 
leaves, into which it was his custom every night, 
on going to bed, to look, and to note down such 
presents as lie thought proper to make He would 
sometimes send for a zemindar who had been dila- 
tory in the payment of the revenue, or for his agent, 
and inform him that he had appointed such a one 
to receive the payment, and he wished that a cer- 
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Inin present might be made to him as his perqui- 
site Till': request was invaiiably complied with, 
and often some addition was made by the zemin- 
dar himself, who deemed it a point of honour to 
oblige a person so iccommended After some time 
he would ask the person thus employed as to the 
reccjition he had met with, and on a candid con- 
fession of his profits he used to hold him m estima- 
tion in future, and increase his favour towards him, 
but if he prcvaiicatcd, or concealed the truth, from 
that moment he ceased to repose confidence in him 
In this manner he jiut to the test the mtegiity of a 
certain numbei of persons, on Mdiom he fixed his 
eye for public employment, and having satisfied 
himself, he effaced their names, and noted down 
those of others He adopted this secret scrutiny 
during the whole course of Ins life May God’s 
mercy be upon him, and may he in his infinite 
goodness assign him a place amongst the elect m 
heaven 1 Amen, amen 

After the decease of that excellent man, he was 
succeeded by his son Ser-efraz-khan, entitled 
Alla-ed-doulali, who took possession of the three 
Subahs It was he who received Nadir-shah’s 
letter, that had been originally wntten to Shujah- 
ed-doulah Alla Verdi-khan, who had been pro- 
moted to the office of governoi of Patna, did not 
much trust the new viceroy, and perceiving dis- 
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tinctly the distractions that would follow at court 
after Nadir-shah’s departure, paid little deference 
to his master, being entirely engrossed with the 
idea of securing himself m his office, for which 
purpose he was actually encamped on the fron- 
tiers of his new government. He had, however, 
little to fear from the new viceroy. Ser-efraz-khan 
was a pious man, full of the outward forms of 
devotion, and extremely regular in his stated 
prayers and ablutions He moreover fasted three 
full months besides the blessed month of Ramazan, 
and was scrupulous m the discharge of the several 
forms of worship to be attended to at different 
penods throughout the year. He was, however, 
totally deficient in those great qualities of mind, 
so indispensably necessary m sovereigns Wholly 
engrossed in the little forms of religion, he neg- 
lected the affairs of state, and paid no attention to 
the observance of those duties requisite in a man 
of his high station and rank. It is true, he offered 
no injury to the persons of Ray-rayan, Alum-chand, 
the divan of his father, nor to Jagat-set or Haji 
Ahmed, his two other ministers, the lattei , men of 
great abilities and influence, who, together vrith 
the Ray-rayan, had had the absolute direction of 
affairs in the late reign , but he resigned the reins 
of government into the hands of a few interested 
men, who had personal wrongs to revenge Among 
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Zem-ed-dm Ahmed-khan, who was on the road 
from Patna, and Seid Ahmed-khan, who had just 
amved from his command of Rungpoor. But the 
viceroy acted with inconsistency , for after having 
listened to such advice, he had the weakness to 
disclose it himself to Haji Ahmed, and made a 
merit of his candour, in order to dispel the old 
man’s apprehensions, and to regain his confidence 
Shortly after, however, he affronted him grossly in 
the following manner Heanng that Ata-ullah- 
khan’s daughter, Haji Ahmed’s grand-daughter, 
had been betrothed to her cousin Mirza Mahomed, 
another of his grand-children, who had been 
adopted by Alla Verdi-khan, he endeavoured to 
break off the match, and to marry the young lady 
to his own son , so that not content ,with himself 
forming in his court a party against his own inte- 
rests, he contrived to add strength and support ,to 
it by inconsistency and folly. He now set on foot 
an inquiry into the management of the public 
revenue of Azimabad Patna, and recalled the troops 
that had been placed by his father, under Alla 
Verdi-khan, and for whom during many years they 
had conceived an attachment On their seeming 
to hesitate about being removed, he resumed the 
grant of land which his father Shujah-khan had 
bestowed on them. All these acts were minutely 
reported by Haji Ahmed, and assiduously trans- 
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initted to Ills brother Alla Verdi-khan with the 
usual exaggeration , and to give more weight to 
his own assertions, he used to superadd the testi- 
mony of his son Seid Ahmed-khan, who on such 
occasions submitted to the influence of paternal 
authorit}\ 

Alla Verdi-khan daily infoimed of these events, 
lesolved to avail himself of his acquaintance and 
connexion with his fnend Isack-khan, at the court 
of Dehli, a nobleman ivho was now m complete 
possession of the emperor’s eai He wrote him a 
secret letter, m which he requested to have the 
patents of the three provinces transferred to him- 
self, under promise of sending to court a present of 
a crore of rupees, besides the whole of Ser-efraz- 
klian’s wealth To eSect this, he required an 
imperial commission directed to himself, empower- 
ing him to wrest the tliree provinces out of the 
hands of the present nceroy After having dis- 
patched these letters, he gave out that he intended 
marching against the zemindars of Bhoojpoor, and 
under that pretence he mustered Ins troops, which 
he always kept in constant readiness At the same 
time, he had the art to give Ser-efraz-khan public 
notice of his project, though he in reality waited 
ready to avail lumself of tlie first opportunity to 
effect his true purpose At length, ten months after 
Nadir-shah’s departure for Persia, and just thirteen 
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months after Shujah-ed-doulah's decease, he re- 
ceived the imperial commission, drawn np in the 
style he had requested. Bemg now resolved on 
marchmg against Ser-efraz-khan, he caused the 
day of his departure to be fixed by an eminent 
astrologer, on whose predictions he reposed unli- 
mited confidence. This object being effected, he 
threw such obstructions on the roads, that no tra- 
veller could advance towards Moorshedabad , and 
he wrote secretly to Jaget-set Fateh-chand, that 
on a certam day he would commence his march. 
The letter was dispatched by a trusty messenger, 
who had orders to deliver it on that very day All 
things bemg thus prepared, Alla Verdi-khan, on 
the latter end of Zilhij in the year 1 152, set out on 
his expedition to Bhoojpoor, and encamped near 
Varis-khan’s tank, which is at some distance from 
the city of Patna On his departure, he appointed 
Zem-ed-dm Ahmed-khan, his youngest nephew 
and son-in-law, to be his lieutenant, and he sent 
Seid Hidaiet-ullah-khan Assed-jung (the author’s 
father) to command in the distncts of Seres and 
Cootombah, where the people had for a long time 
been accustomed to respect his orders Two days 
after my father’s departure, Alla Verdi-khan wrote 
to him a short note, informing him, that having 
taken the resolution of marching to Moorshedabad, 
he recommended both him and Zein-ed-din Ahmed- 
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khan to the caic of Almighty God , “ and I hope,” 
added lie, “that you will manage so as to live 
al^^ ays upon good terms with each othei , and that 
you M’lll act as cmeigcncics require ” On the eve 
of his dcpaituic, Alla Vcrdi-khan gave ordeis to 
assemble all the principal officeis of his aimy, 
whether iMussulmen oi Hindus , he then pioduced 
two men in the middle of the assembly, one a 
lenerablc IMussulman of known piety, beaiing the 
glorious ord of God in his hand, and the othei 
a Bi'ahmm, who held a vase full of Ganges’ watei 
m his right, and a twig of black tulsy^ m the 
other these two emblems being held m the 
highest venci ation by those of the Hindu persuasion 
After a moment’s silence he required tlie Mussul- 
nien to sweai by the Koran, and the Hindus to 
lay tlieii hands on those emblems of sanctity He 
then addressed the assembly in these woids “ 1 
am now going to fight my personal enemies, and 
as I know you to be my old companions, on whom 
I must trust, and bj^ whose valoui I must derive 
success, I require of all those who intend to stand 
by me and to follow my foi tunes, to swear that 
they will not abandon me, whether I rush into 
water or mto fire, whethei my adversary be an 
Afrasiab or a Rustem I require you to swear 

* The tulsy, or penny-roynl plant, is deemed so sacred among 
the Hindus that they swear on it 
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that you will be friends of my friends, and enemies 
to my enemies ; and that, be my fate what it will, 
you will support me imnolably with your lives and 
fortunes.*’ This unexpected address produced its 
full effect. Those old wamors who had been bred 
m his camp, and were long attached to him from 
numberless favours received at his hands, soon 
afforded example to the rest by taking a solemn 
oath to that effect All of them swore . the Mus- 
sulmans by carrying the glonous word of God to 
their foreheads and eyes, and the Hindus by touch- 
ing the Brahmin’s feet, tastmg some leaves of the 
twig of tulsy, and dnnking of the Ganges’ water. 
They all then joined in prayer for his prospenty, 
and with one voice promised to follow him whither- 
soe\er he might lead them. All this was done 
first by the old officers attached to his person , the 
example was followed without hesitation by the 
new ones Alla Verdi-khan being now satisfied 
of their fidelity, disclosed to them the object of his 
expedition, and mformed them that, forced by the 
injunes offered to himself, to his brother, and to 
e^ ery individual in their families, he was marching 
against their common oppressor, Ser-efraz-khan. 
These words startled some of them , but as they 
had taken an unconditional oath, and were now 
too far engaged to ^\^thd^aw, they saw that there 
remained no alternative but that of abiding by 
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tlicir engagement, and of folloMnng Ins foitime It 
being now dark, tlie assembly broke up, and the 
next morning, being the favoumble day, he turned 
to the east and boldly advanced towards Moorshed- 
abad His army was composed of a numerous and 
Y cll-appomted body of old troops, and a good park 
of artillery, furnished with eveiy necessary store 
B}'’ continuous marches he reaehed Shahabad, 
which town has a foitification that entirely shuts 
up the passage between the hills and the bank of 
the Ganges There he concealed Ins army in a 
vallej’’ of the neighbouihood, and selecting Mustefa- 
khan Afghan, an officer of approved zeal and tned 
courage, to whom he ga\ e a hundred horse, and put 
into his hands an ordei and passport signed by 
the vicero}’’, but destined for another commander, 
which Alla Veidi-khan had found means to obtain 
This officer had ordei s to present his passport to 
the gariisou, which, consisting only of two hundred 
mfautr}?^, might not be upon their guard, and he 
was directed, if possible, to render himself master 
of the pass , after which he was to strike up his 
drams, as a signal for the army to advance Mus- 
tefa-khan advancing with his small troop into the 
valley, was hailed from the works accordmg to 
custom, and ordered to stand He sent one of his 
men with the pass and the wntten order, which 
being examined, the gate was ordered to be set 
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open, and the tioop to be admitted. Mustefa-khan 
maiched in, and ordered his drums to strike upj to 
which signal were added some shouts by his people 
On this a paity of the army concealed behind the 
hills marched round, and suddenly making its 
appearance, advanced in battle-array, with en- 
signs displayed and music playing The gairison, 
alaimed at such a sight, shut the gate, and wanted 
to offer resistance, when Mustefa-khan called out 
to them, that if they made the least movement, he 
would fall upon them directly and put them to 
the sword This tin eat having intimidated the 
garrison, they suffered Mustefa-khan’s people to 
open the gate, and the troops of the advance pickets 
passing without difficulty, took possession of all 
the posts This being the day on which the mes- 
sengei entrusted with the letter to Jagat-set had 
leceived orders to present it, the lattei, on perusing 
the contents and compaiing the dates, concluded 
that Ills friend Alla Veidi-khan must be by this 
time on the side of the pass of Taliagary, and that 
in four or five days more he would be m the terri- 
tory of Moorshedabad With an air of alarm he 
immediately mounted, and with much consterna- 
tion m his features, he presented the letter to Ser- 
efraz-khan, saying that he supposed Alla Verdi- 
khan to be now at Rajmahl , at the same time he 
produced another letter from Alla Verdi-khan to 
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the Aiceroj’- himself In this it was stated that, 
after the many affionts received by Ins biother 
Haji Ahmed, attempts had been made upon tlie 
honour of his family , Alla Verdi-klian, m older to 
save that family fiom disgrace, had been obliged 
to come so far, but with no other view than that 
ofpiotectmg Ins honour “ I require, however,” 
said he, moieovei, “that Haji Ahmed shall be 
permitted to come to me with Ins family and de- 
pendants ” Ser-efiaz-khan, confounded at the 
intelligence, vented his lesentment m fruitless re- 
proaclies, and then called a council of Ins ministeis 
and general officeis, when Haji Ahmed hawng 
been likewise sent for, he gave him a severe repri- 
mand mingled with tin eats The lattei, sensible 

of his danger, assumed a soothing tone of voice, 
and m Ins endeavours to pacify the wceio)'-, went 
so far as to promise that the moment he should be 
in camp, he would endeavour to peisuade Alla 
Verdi-khan to return to Ins government This 
proposal was variously received by the council ; 
some objecting to Haji Ahmed’s being allowed to 
proceed to his brother’s camp, and otheis thinking 
that he might be trusted, and his faith put to tiie 
test The matter remaining thus m suspense, 
Mahomed Ghous-khan, an officer of character and 
reputation, who had for many years been attached 
to the late Shujah-ed-doulah, thus addressed the 
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viceroy “ I do not see/’ saidiie, raising his voice, 
V hat benefit can result from imprisoning this old 
man , nor is it at all probable that Alla Verdi-khan, 
on his brother being arrested, should discontinue 
his operation It becomes then a matter of small 
moment, whether Haji Ahmed be dismissed with 
full leave to repair to his brother’s camp or not. 
If he fulfils his promise, well and good ; if he does 
not, I do not perceive what harm he can do us. If 
we are ready and willing to encounter Alla Verdi- 
khan in the field, we care little whether or not he 
is joined by his brother Haji Ahmed is but a 
single individual after all , his being m his brother’s 
camp can neither add nor dimmish the enemy’s 
strength ” Mahomed Ghous-khan’s opinion hav- 
ing been approved, Haji Ahmed received his leave, 
and he instantly set out for his brother’s camp. 
"Whilst on his march thither, he repeatedly wrote 
to the nceroy, and insinuated through the means 
of his friend, that Alla Verdi-khan was in his heart 
as faithful and as zealous a servant as ever '' Let 
not my master think,” said he, “ of marching with 
arms in his hands against so powerful a servant, at 
present full of sentiments of attachment and re- 
spect Let not 5'-our highness be at the trouble of 
movmg from your palace; for Alla Verdi-khan 
wants only to enjoy the honour of kissing your 
pnncely threshold, that he may have an opportu- 
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nit}' of submilling- Ins complamls, and of appioving 
lnni<?clf a rcspcclful and dnliful seivant this is 
Ills only aim But should yom highness, at the 
mstigniion of interested men, i eject the counsel 
no^\ oflcrcd, and march out against linn, I fear 
that in his despair, and m the necessity of secur- 
ing his life and Ins honour, he will venture upon 
stcjis that ^\^ll tend to Ins shame both m this world 
and in the next ’ 

As \cry little effect \^as anticipated by dismiss- 
ing Ilaji Ahmed, theic arose a variety of ojninons 
about the expediency of marching oi of not march- 
ing against the enemy It was at last resolved to 
pioceed, and by the exertions of IMerdan Ah-khan 
(wlio M’as gieatly incensed both against Haji 
Ahmed and Alla Vcidi-khau), the army with Ser- 
cfraz-lvlian at its head arrived in three oi four days 
at Conirah, on the twenty-second of Moharrem m 
the year llo3 of the Hegna At that town it 
halted a little, it being necessary to hear the leport 
brought by two peisons, who had been sent by Sei- 
efraz-khan to ascertain Alla Veidi-khan’s ^vlshes 
and designs For this purpose the eunuch Sunnet 
and Shujah Kuli-khan, fojdar of Hoogly, had been 
deputed On their return from the enemy’s camp 
they bi ought with them another deputy, who came 
on the part of Alia Verdi-khan, viz the physician 
Mahonied Ali-khan Their report amounted to 


2 Moharrem, 
AH 1163. 

9 Apnl, 
AD 1740 



454 


SIYAR-UL-MUTAKHERIN 


tins, that Alla Verdi-khan was still a submissive 
dutiful servant, and to this profession they added 
the following message, as from his own mouth ; 
“ Wlien persons of princely and generous dispo- 
sitions vouchsafe to raise others to high stations and 
dignities, they look upon them from that moment 
to be tlieir sons, and think it incumbent upon 
them to preserve their honour and character in the 
eyes of the world Now it is notonous that I, 
your dutiful servant, owe my prosperity to your 
illustrious family, which vouchsafed to raise me to 
high preferment , and as I wish to shew the world 
the estimation m which I am held, and to evince 
my fidelity, which I conceive to be excelled by 
none of your most zealous servants, I beg that you 
will be pleased to grant me one of two requests 
The first is, that you will dismiss from your pre- 
sence and counsels certain persons, who, having 
conceived a jealousy of our family, are ever busy 
m filling your princely mind with hostile feelings 
towards us These persons aie Merdan Ali-khan, 
Mir Murteza-khan, Haji Lutf Ali-khan, and Ma- 
homed Ghous-khan After their departure, your 
servant thinking his person safe, will venture to 
pay his respects The second request is, that, 
should you think this favour ought not to be 
granted, then may it please you to retire to your 
palace and issue your commands to them, to march 
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into the field and to light me m battle If victory 
favours them, let them a\ail themselves of the 
privilege, hilt if they arc vanquished, let them 
retire from youi Ilighnc'^s's picsence, and I shall 
then come myself and lay my head at your feet 
m token of my sincerity I hciewith send you the 
holy Koran, on which I have taken the most sacred 
oaths ’ 

The gloiious \olumc was accordingly pioduced 
by the physician Mahomed Ali-khan , but as the 
noblemen m question possessed the highest m- 
Huence o^cr Scr-efia/-khan’s mind, and over his 
couit, neither of the proposals were accepted. 
Still no projici pieparations weie made for action, 
as the best oflicers suggested Meanwhile, Haji 
Ahmed liaMiig armed at Rajmahl, was received 
with open arms by his biothei, who directly took 
him upon his elephant Haji Ahmed, as if to fulfil 
the promise he had made at his departure, pre- 
vailed upon his brother to have his elephant turned 
about, and relieated foi some bundled yaids, aftei 
Mdiich he returned to the load again Ser-efraz- 
khan hearing of the enemy’s march, advanced to a 
village called Guireed, a noted spot upon the 
banks of the Bagretty, whilst Mahomed Ghous- 
khan pushed forwaid in the direction where the 
enemy was encamped, on the opposite side at 
Sooty The iivei, which was eveiy where fordable 
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■^vas abont one airovr-sliot across, and intervened be 
tvreen 3Iobanied Gbous-kban and Ser-e&az-kiian, 
nor was the distance between him and the enemy's 
camp more than five or sis coss. ^Meanwhile mes- 
sages and messengers were continually passing and 
repassing betwixt the two camps, Ser-efiaz-khan 
ofiering to receive Alla Terdi-khan into favour 
again, and wishing to see him : and the other 
answering in the strain he had already 'done : In 

grateful remembrance of the favours received from 
your father, I will never form any designs against 
you : but it is under condition only that you dis- 
miss firom vour service these enemies of our family, 
who by their rancorous hatred have brought matters 
to the state of disunion that now leads to a crisis. 
Dismiss them, or deliver them over to me : but if 
you are averse to this, then stand aloof, pitch your 
tent upon yonder eminence, and from thence wit- 
ness our contest. If I am victorious, I wjil cer- 
tainly come to pay you my respects; and if I am 
vanquished, you may do with me whatever vou 
t hink proper. Although such messages were daily 
exchanged, Jagat-set was busily employed in 
writing to every one of Alla Verdi-khan's com- 
manders, and in conveying to them, each according 
to Ms station, promissory notes called usual 
amongst bankers, payable only on the condition of 
serang his person, and delivering him over to Ser- 
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efiuz-klian. Some of those notes were received 
that verjr evening- by many, and amongst others by 
Mustefa-khan, ■v\^ho, m company with others zea- 
lously attached to Alla Verdi-khan, carried them 
to him “ If we are to fight,” said that officer, “let 
It be to-morrow moimng and without loss of time, 
for the next day matteis may take a very different 
turn ” Alla Verdi-khan caught at the ad^^ce, and 
that very moment oideied powder and ball to be 
distnbuted to the troops His army was dmded 
into three bodies one division undei the com- 
mand of Nandu-lal, a Hindu officer of character, 
who was also entrusted nnth Alla Verdi-khan’s 
standard, his orders were to attack Ghous-khan 
and the troops on the west-side of the iiver , the 
hvo other divisions fording the stream, one of them 
ATOS destined to turn the rear of Ser-efraz-khan’s 
army, with orders to fall upon it as soon as they 
should see Alla Verdi-khan engaged with the front, 
for which purpose he advanced direct on Ser-efraz- 
khan The body that had been thus detached, had 
orders to remain concealed until it should hear the 
artillery open, at which signal it was to fall at 
once both upon Ser-efraz-Idian’s rear and his 
camp This division commenced its march at one 
o’clock in the morning, and was commanded by 
Nevazish Mahomed-khan, Alla Verdi-khan’s eldest 
son-in-law, who had under his command Abd-ul- 
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all-khan, with Mustefa-khan, Shemshir-khan, and 
other Afghan commanders Alla Verdi-klian with 
his corps followed, but at some distance, whilst 
Nandu-lal, in compliance with his orders, ma- 
nceuvered slowly and silently opposite to Ghoiis- 
khan The engagement commenced at dawn of 
day, by which time Alla Veidi-khan being near 
Ser-efraz-khan's front, fired one of his guns On 
this the division that had marched during the night 
attacked Ser-efiaz-khan’s rear, whilst Nandu-lal 
engaged Ghous-khan. Sei-efraz-khan, whowas then 
at his devotions, got up immediately, mounted his 
elephant, and marched straight towards Alla Veidi- 
khan, at the very time when some of the enemy, 
getting into his rear, had peneti ated to the middle 
of his camp Meanwhile Ser-efraz-khan, who had 
already passed his band of music and was ad- 
vancing at the head of his line, was killed by a 
musket-ball With him fell also a numbei of men 
of distinction, amongst whom were Mir Kamal, 
Mir Gadhy, Mir Ahmed, Mir Siraj-ed-din, Haji 
Lutf All-khan, and Korban Ali-khan The Raj- 
rayan Aalem-chand being wounded, as well as 
Mirza Erich-khan, they returned into the city On 
the other hand Mahomed Ghous-khan, who was 
engaged with Nandu-lal, gave him a complete 
defeat, in which that general was slam. WJiilst 
the tioops of Nandu-lal were seen flying on the 
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opposite side of tlie over, Ser-efraz>klian’s elephant 
was descried retinng towards the city Ghous- 
klian ascnbmg this flight to his master’s want of 
courage, dispatched a swift horseman with orders 
to bring the elephant back at all events, and to 
inform his mastei that he had defeated one division 
of the enemy, and that now was the time for him 
to join him, that they might fall together upon 
those that yet stood their ground Alla Verdi- 
khan, sensible of this critical juncture, did all in 
his power to restrain the ardour of his soldiers, and 
endeavoured to keep them together , for though he 
knew for certain that Ser-efraz-khan was slam, 
yet he was aware that Nandu-lal had been killed, 
and his division defeated , that Ghous-khan, of 
whose valour and abilities he entertained high re- 
spect, wns at the head of a body of tioops who still 
stood firm at this time, and he had the mortification 
to perceive, that the troops he had sent forwards to 
fall on Ser-efr£iz-khan’s camp, were actually plim- 
denng those tents of a rich booty, and were eveiy 
where dispersed Things were m this state when 
the horseman dispatched by Ghous-khan returned, 
and informed him that his master was slam 
Plunged into despair, and sensible that Alla Verdi- 
khan, to whom his hatred of his family was knoAvn 
long ago, would now carry every thing before him, 
and that he had no mercy to hope for at Ins hands. 



400 


SlYAR-UL-MUTAKllERIN. 


he was lesolved to pensli m the field. Calling 
therefor^ for his two sons, Mahomed Kutb and 
Mahomed Pir, he commanded them to loosen Ins 
cuirass from behind, and then turning to them he 
said : “ My children, nothing remains for us but to 
pensh m the field Our lives are now at an end, 
we must wash our hands of existence and rush 
upon that body of troops that suiTrounds Alla 
Verdi-khan, to try if we can come at Ins person ” 
Ghous-khan and his sons were considered the lions 
of the field, and the irresistible heroes of their age 
With the few that chose to stand by them, they 
advanced on their enemy with the greatest intre- 
pidity. Many of Ghous-khan’s troops, already 
appnsed of Ser-efraz-khan’s death, had quitted 
their ranks, and were retreating towards the city , 
so that a very few of them chose to stand by a man 
resolved not to survive a defeat With these few 
he advanced, and was already close upon his 
enemy, when he received a wound from a musket- 
ball , still he continued to advance, and calling for 
his horse, with a determination to single out Alla 
Verdi-khan, he was in the act of alighting from 
his elephant, when he was again struck by two 
musket-balls which laid him dead His two sons 
seeing their father Jhilled dismounted, let their 
horses loose, and taking to their sabre and buckler 
rushed on foot on the enemy, when on closing 
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with them, lhc> Mere shot at on all sides, and fell 
dead Mahomed KiUb, the eldc'^t, M'ho bore a high 
character for prowes"; and bodily strength, finding 
him''Clf d}inc:, sat on the giound without quitting 
either buckler or swoid,andin that w’arJike posture 
breathed his last lie w-as aftci w ards buried on 
that ^cl^ spot I\Iir Debr All, another officer, 
hearing of Scr-cfra/-khan’s death, refused to sur- 
M\c his niastci and friend, and with sixteen men 
onh, who stood bv him, rushed on the enemy and 
was slam, fighting i aliantl} to the last In fact, 
few soldiers and few' fi lends m Hmdoostan have 
CNcr proved so faithful as those of Ser-efraz-khan 
i\Iir Shcrf-cd-dm, who, with the corps under Ins 
command, had bi*a\cly encountered Alla Verdi- 
khan m person and struck him with two arrow's, 
finding that the daj was lost, iclieated and quitted 
the field One of those arrow's penetrated the bow' 
Alla Vcrdi-khan held m his hand, and the other 
made a slight w ound on his i ight shoulder In a 
word, evei Y one of Ser-efraz-khan's men exhibited 
pi oofs of fidelity , some fell on the field of battle, 
and others in despair retreated tow'aids the city 
Victory having now declared for Alla Veidi- 
khan, he immediately despatched his biother Haji 
Ahmed to IMoorshedabad, w'lth orders to tran- 
quillize the inhabitants of that city, and to place 
guards over all the offices of the gov'ernment and 
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on all the apartments of Ser-efraz-khan’s palace, 
with stnct injunctions to establish order and se- 
curity in every quarter. Haji Ahmed, in com- 
pliance with these commands, proclaimed every 
where the new viceroy, and by this means alone 
put an end to those tumults that had already 
began to display themselves. 

Two days after the battle, it being about the 
middle of Sefer, in the year 1153 of the Hegira, 
Alla Verdi-khan matched slowly and leisurely into 
the city, with great pomp and magnificence On 
advancing to the palace, and before taking his seat, 
he struck off to the right, and went to the apart- 
ments where Zinet-en-nissa Begum, daughter of 
Jafer-khan, and mother to the late Ser-efraz-khan, 
resided He stopped at the gate, and assumed a 
respectful postuie, and m a moving tone of voice, 
having first made a profound bow, he supplicated 
her forgiveness, and sent in the following message 
“ Whatever was predestined m the book of fate 
has come to pass, and the ingratitude of this 
worthless servant is now registered in the un- 
fading records of history But I swear, that so 
long as life exists, I will never swerve from the 
path of respect and the duties of the most com- 
plete submission to your highness, and I hope 
that the guilt of this poor humbled and afflicted 
slave may m time be effaced from your memory. 
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and that you amII at ‘?omc distant period conde- 
‘?ccnd to acccjit in extenuation of iny ciime those 
dcinoii'^tiations of ‘submission and tokens of dutiful 
attachment, whieli I am disposed to exliibit ” 

After this speech, m which he seemed greatly 
uflcctcd, and to wlncli no answer was letuincd, he 
continued his louteto thcClichel Sutun, oi jialace 
fiffoit\ pillais, built liy Shujali-cd-doula foi piili- 
lic ccicmomcs as A\ell as for his lesidence On 
entering the hall of audience, he took his seat, 
oideicd the music to strike uji, and rccened the 
oflcimgs of the publie civil otficcis, of the military 
commanders, and of the principal citizens of I\Ioor- 
shedabad, ^^ho hastened to pay him that token of 
acknowledgment Ow'ing, how'e\ei, to the black 
ingratitude of wduch he had been guilt}’’ tow’ards 
his loid and benefactors son, the peison of Alla 
Verdi-khan was at fiist viewed with sentiments of 
detestation, for his real w’orth w’as not then know’n , 
but in time he displayed man}^ virtues He main- 
tained a moral charactei, he treated the nobility 
and the chiefs wuth so much kindness, he acted 
with such condescension and benignity both to his 
friends and to strangers, he applied himself so 
earnestly to gam the hearts both of the pow’erful 
and defenceless, he eiunced such a lively sense of 
gratitude for the services rendered him by those 
attached to his person, he paid so much legard to 
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the rights of distant consanguinity or old acquaint- 
ance, he had so much commiseration for the 
poor, and paid so much attention to the oppressed, 
and evinced such generosity m the forgiveness of 
personal injunes, that he proved m the end to be a 
great governor and an excellent man A total 
alteration giadually took place m public opinion 
regarding him, and those who at first could not 
bear to look on him, became m time so fascinated 
with his amiable deportment, and so attached to 
his person, that few instances have been observed 
in his time or m any other of such strong attach- 
ment Upon the whole, although the slaying of 
the son of his benefactor was unquestionably one 
of the blackest acts that could be committed, yet 
it cannot be denied that Ser-efraz-khan had no 
talents for government, and no capacity for busi- 
ness , that had his government lasted for some time 
more, such a train of evils and such a series of 
troubles would have been the consequence of his 
incapacity, that disorders without number and dis- 
tuibances without end must have arisen, and would 
inevitably have brought rum and desolation on 
these countries and their inhabitants The Mah- 
rattas had already cast their eyes upon these rich 
provinces, and they shortly after invaded them on 
all sides , but lucky was it for the inhabitants that 
those merciless freebooters had to deal with such a 



SIV \U-U1 -MUTAKlIFmX 


4G5 


pen Cl nor n‘> Alla Vculi-khan, who by lus talents 
both foi nai and go\crnnicnl, and by the exertions 
of hi^ sword, found means to repel those ra-iagers, 
and at last todrnc them cniircly out of Bengal, 
as we shall snccmctly mention m the course of 
these sheets Such exertions could not have been 
anticipated fiom Sci-cfra7-khan and his ministers, 
who woie not men to oppose such a torrent wnth 
cfloct B\ a pecnliai felicity, the new go\crnor’s 
till ce nephew s pro\ cd men of merit, and did honour 
to such an uncle E\ cr\, one of them, invested wnth 
the militar\ rank of sc\cn thousand horse, and 
elc\atcd to the highest dignities and ofhccs of the 
state, seemed to ha\e taken him for their pattern, 
and to ha\e had nothing m mow but the welfare of 
the people entrusted to their care Of each of 
whom, as well as of Alla Verdi-khan’s children 
and famiU , mention w ill be more particularly made 
when the histor\ shall reach to then time 
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